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Jesus, the Word made Flesh, breaks into our world, bringing words of Grace and Truth.  

 
Introduction 
“Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me”  
 
Can we be honest for a second? I’m pretty sure this is one of the biggest lies 
perpetrated on young children. I think what they meant to say was ‘sticks and stones 
may break your bones but words can cut to the heart.” 
 
Words are important, aren’t they? They have far more power than that silly little rhyme 
gives them credit for, don’t they? Think about the words that we’ve heard, whether in 
childhood, at school, as an adult, in the workplace, or on the internet. What kinds of 
words do we hear all too often? 
 
Diminishing words 
Insulting words 
Words of judgement or condemnation 
Words of hate 
Words of impatience 
Words that attempt to crush our spirit.  
 
All of these words penetrate our soul and if we hear them often enough, we start to 
believe them ourselves, and maybe even begin to use them on ourselves. I’m not good 
enough, I’m not where I should be in life, I haven’t lived up to my potential… 
 
Words are important. Words are powerful. 
 
Yet this Christmas morning we receive as our gift from God a different kind of Word. It’s 
a Word that comes to bring light, a word that comes to bring life, a word that comes to 
bring hope, a word, John says, that comes full of grace and truth.  
 
And more than simply a spoken Word or even a written Word coming from God to 
humanity, the Word that is our gift this Christmas morning it’s an actual enfleshed Word 
that comes from God not just to speak to humanity but actually to be with humanity, to 
live with humanity, and to save humanity.  
 
God has been made flesh, coming not to condemn us but to bring life. John wants us to 
know that, “...the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.  
 
So this morning, we want to focus our attention on those two key pieces of the Word. 
He is God with us, He is God for us, and He has come into the world full of grace and 
truth.  
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Grace 
Grace is such an odd concept in our world, isn’t it? In our American culture we don’t 
operate much on unmerited or undeserved favor. We want to earn it. We need to earn 
it. And we want everyone else to earn it, too. And, for most things, that’s not necessarily 
a bad thing. We earn our grades, we earn our paycheck, or athletes work hard to 
achieve their goals. That’s all fine and good.  
 
But there are so many moments, so many conversations where all we need is a little 
grace and love from a fellow human being but all too often we experience, or even 
speak ourselves, words of ungrace. Words that abuse, words, that hurt, words that drag 
us down. Words that demean. Words that cast stones upon the sinner. Words that fail to 
forgive. Words that are sure to point out how wrong we are or how much we’ve 
disappointed. 
 
These are the words that we experience in life, day in and day out. But on Christmas, 
we celebrate a different kind of Word. On Christmas we celebrate the Word made flesh 
that brings grace. 
 
Grace is quite simply this idea that God looks upon us favorably, despite those things 
we have done and those things we have not done. Grace is this idea that God looks 
upon us favorably even if we feel tainted or ruined by the actions of another. Grace is 
the idea that the God of the universe, the One who created the heavens and the earth, 
looks upon us with His love. 
 
This grace, this unearned favor from God, isn’t just an abstract concept for us. It can’t 
simply be an abstract concept. God has made His grace into a real, flesh and blood 
person. God has brought his grace into space and time. Our celebration of Christmas 
year after year, our celebration of the incarnation, the enfleshment of God as Jesus 
Christ, reflects this. 
 
To show us just how much grace God has for us, to show us just how much he loves us 
and to show us just how much he longs to bring healing to our lives, God comes to this 
earth, born as an infant. An infant who will grow up to bring God’s rule and reign into the 
world by walking the road to Calvary. Nowhere does this idea of grace come so alive as 
in Jesus, coming into this world (for us) and going to the cross (for us). 
 
The Word becomes flesh and dwells among us. Jesus comes to us this Christmas 
morning, full of grace for you. 
 
Truth 
Jesus enters into this world full of grace but also full of truth. 
 
No matter who you are or where you’re at, everyone on earth is looking for a source of 
truth by which to guide their lives. The big question that we all ask is, “how do we 
navigate this world?” It’s too big, too complex for us to be able to do this on our own so 
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we look for, we need, an outside source, something to act as a trustworthy and faithful 
guide. We need a source of truth. 
 
And we know that there are so many things which compete for this role in our lives. 
There are so many words we hear which purport to be the truth that will guide our lives. 
We hear words like: 
 
→ making as much money as possible 

→ Being the ideal man or woman 

→ Having a successful career 
→ taking perfect vacation photos 

→ following a particular political bent or ideology 
 
All of these want so badly to be truth for you. They want to guide you on your quest for 
happiness and fulfillment. They want to tell you how to live and they want to set your 
priorities for you. But do any of these actually deliver on what they promise? Do they, 
finally, act as that guiding truth that help us navigate successfully through this life? The 
answer is no. No because they never fully satisfy.  
 
They never lead us to a τελος or an end goal. They leave us empty and unfulfilled. No 
amount of money is ever enough. Living up to an ideal is always impossible. We never 
see the results that we want. Politics, because it involves human beings, will always 
(always!) fall short in bringing about the change that we want to see in the world, no 
matter which side of the aisle you happen to sit on.  
 
Don’t get me wrong, none of these things are bad in and of themselves. By all means, 
work hard, experience the world with your families, improve yourself, start new hobbies, 
be involved in the political process. But don’t look to these things as your ultimate 
source of truth. Because you’ll never find it and will always just keep searching for more 
and more. 
 
Our Gospel text for this morning, however, shows us that Jesus, the Word (or λὀγος in 
Gk) comes to be the truth. Jesus comes to be the truth in this world that guides us to the 
end that God has in mind for us. Jesus is this truth. Jesus is that Word. Jesus is that 
end. Certainly he teaches us truth. He teaches his disciples how to live and how to act. 
How to love and how to forgive.  
 
But the Word made flesh is more than just a teacher of truth. He is truth. He is truth 
because he reveals clearly and decisively who God is. As he heals the sick and calms 
the storm, He reveals to us God who created the heavens and the earth. In His love, 
compassion, He reveals to us the heart of God the Father who cares for His creation 
with an undying love. And in his death and resurrection Jesus is our salvation. 
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The Word made flesh is our Truth, He has an end in mind for us. In John 6:68 Simon 
Peter confesses, “Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” and in 
John 11:25 Jesus proclaims, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live”. 
 
The Word that we hear this Christmas morning isn’t a word of searching for truth or 
striving for achievement or accomplishment. It’s a Word that declares that Jesus is our 
Truth. Jesus is the Truth. This is Jesus who comes into the world full of grace and truth 
to bring to us the gift of His salvation.  
 
Conclusion 
This morning Christ enters into a world filled with all kinds of words. But He enters as 
the Word...the Word made flesh who dwells among us. And this Word brings us grace 
and truth.    
 
Grace that showers on us the love of God even when we feel like we don’t deserve it. 
Grace that looked upon us with favor even when we were still in our sin.  
 
And truth. Truth that Jesus reveals the loving will of the Father to bring us out of our sin 
and into eternal life with Him. 
 
So this Christmas our hope continues to rise because our gift is a Word. A simple Word 
of grace and truth through Jesus our newborn Savior. Amen. 


