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The Song of Mary elicits in us a sense of hope in God’s radical reworking of our broken 

world. 
 
Focus: Through Mary God will break into the world in order to radically reshape it. 
 
Function: That my hearers would have the opportunity to meditate on the Magnificat 
and reflect on how God has shaped their lives. 
 
Introduction 
There aren’t too many places where people come together and sing anymore, are 
there? Really, I can’t think of any other place where people come expecting to sing out 
loud with other people. We go to concerts and we might sing there but, let’s be honest, 
no one wants to hear you sing. We sing in the shower, we sing in the car. But we don’t 
really gather together and sing much, do we? Except for here. Each Sunday we come 
together, knowing that we’re going to sing...out loud...together. 
 
Music does incredible things when we gather together and sing. The music can incite 
emotions in us. Music can tell a story. Music can bring us closer together in community. 
And music can simply be praise for who God is and what He has done and is doing in 
the world.  
 
As we wrap up this season of Advent, we conclude by focusing our attention on what I 
think is one of the most beautiful pieces of scripture in the Bible. Our Gospel reading for 
this morning is Mary’s Song of Praise, or the Magnificat as it has been called because in 
Latin that first line reads: “Magnificat anima mea Dominum”. And this song of praise 
sung by Mary rejoices and praises God for the amazing miracle that He has 
accomplished in Mary’s life, How God continues to act of behalf of His people, and how 
God continues, even to this day, to be faithful to His covenant promises to the offspring 
of Abraham. Through Mary’s song of praise and her reflection on God’s work in the 
world, our own hope rises this morning as we stand on the edge of the Christmas 
season. Our own hope rises in a God who is faithful to his promises.   
 
This morning as we reflect on this text, I want to approach our time just a little bit 
differently. Mary’s Song deserves more than just a simple reading and sermon. It 
deserves, and really requires, the opportunity to hear it multiple times and meditate on 
Mary’s words. So I’d like three female volunteers who wouldn’t mind reading for us 
verses 46-55 at various points in the message. 
 
[First woman reads Luke 1:46-55] 
 
 
 
Hope for Mary (Luke 1:46-49) 



 

2 

Our text begins with Mary’s visit to Elizabeth and this famous scene where an in utero 
John the Baptist leapt in Elizabeth’s womb as the sound the Mary’s voice. For Elizabeth 
knows a profound mystery, that the ‘mother of her Lord’ had entered into her house. 
Think about that confession. The Mother of her Lord. The Mother of God. What a 
profound confession, and an important one for us as well not because of what it says 
about Mary but because of what it says about Jesus. Even in the womb Jesus is Lord of 
all.  
 
God had put Mary in quite the predicament, didn’t He? A young woman, betrothed to 
Joseph is found to be pregnant before she is even wed. From the outside this appears 
to be a shameful and sinful thing. But listen to Elizabeth’s last line before Mary breaks 
out into song, “And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what 
was spoken to her from the Lord”. 
 
The faith of Mary in the promises of God is profound. Even in a situation that looks less 
than stellar, Mary’s hope is placed squarely in the faithfulness of God, who promised 
her through the Angel Gabriel, that “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most high will overshadow you; there the child to be born will be called holy - the 
Son of God. (Lk. 1:35) But Mary’s faith, though profound and inspiring, isn’t really the 
point.  
 
The point is, and this is what Mary points to in her song, is the work of God in her life, 
miraculously conceiving in her the Savior of the World. God’s power and might has 
come upon her and God has brought Mary into the story of salvation. This humble girl 
becomes the vehicle through which God will enter created space and time. And 
because of this, Mary breaks out in a song of praise.  
 
[Second woman reads Luke 1:46-55] 
 
Hope for You (Luke 1:50-53) 
God’s mercy is not just for Mary only. God’s mercy is available to all who fear 
him...generation after generation. God’s mercy isn’t bound in time, it continues to extend 
out to his people.  
 
But verses 51-53 are a bit of a double-edged sword, aren’t they?  
 
In God’s upside down kingdom he exalts the humble and fills the hungry, but he also 
scatters the proud, brings low the mighty, and sends the rich away empty.  
 
This is one of those sections of scripture that, as we read it, it reads us too. Be honest 
with yourself, where do you see yourself in these words? Another way to ask the 
question is, does this elicit hope in you, that God is lifting you up? Or does it elicit fear, 
that God’s law and judgement are bringing you low?  
Where are you this Advent? What is God doing in your life? Is He casting you down? Is 
He lifting you up? Is He filling you? Or sending you away empty? 
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Whatever God is doing, there is hope! There is hope for those of us who are being 
humbled. God may be breaking us down, but he will also rebuild us into the image of 
His son.  
 
If God is humbling you and me, there is hope for a renewed future. In the same as there 
is hope for those who are already humble and lowly. To you God sends his mercy and 
grace. 
 
In this section of the Magnificat, God’s Law and Gospel is sharp and pointed right at us. 
But it demonstrates clearly how Jesus works in his kingdom. It demonstrates clearly 
how God is at work reshaping us and our world. Oh it’s painful, I know. It’s painful to be 
humble and poor, it’s painful to be cast down and sent away empty. But God does not 
leave us there. 
 
[Third woman reads Luke 1:46-55] 
 
Hope For the World (Luke 1:54-55) 
Alas, God’s work in the world isn’t just for Mary. It’s not just for you. It’s not just for me. 
It’s not just for our congregation. The work that God is doing through Mary is a 
fulfillment of the work which He promised throughout the OT. To Adam and Eve. 
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David, etc. 
 
The hope that we have as a community of faith isn’t a new hope or a made up hope. In 
this Advent season we join with all God’s people, from our first parents, to Mary...we join 
in the same hope. A hope in God’s promise of redemption and healing. That’s the story 
of Scripture from beginning to end. God’s promise to reshape the world back to His 
original design at creation. The story of Scripture is one where God overcomes sin and 
death forever.  
 
This is the story that He told through his servant Israel. This is the promise that He 
made to his servant Israel. And now the key to this healing, the way in which God will 
bring His mercy tangibly into the world, is found in the womb of Mary.  
 
Mary is pregnant with the hope of all creation.  
 
The longing of God’s people throughout space and time focuses intently now on the 
child conceived in her. And he will bring salvation to the offspring of Abraham. This, 
Jesus will teach us, is again not a small number of people in one particular place in the 
world. This is all believers in Christ. This is disciples of all nations. 
 
 
 
[Read Luke 1:46-55 one final time] 
 
Conclusion 
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Encapsulated in Mary’s song of praise is a hope that is rising in each of us. It’s the hope 
of the Mother of our Lord, who trusted in God’s word of promise to bring about 
something great through this humble servant. It’s the hope of you and me in God’s word 
of promise to humble us and then remake us into the image of Jesus. And it’s the hope 
of an entire world, from beginning to end, to see, one day, God’s fulfillment of His 
promise to bless all people and nations through the offspring of Abraham.  
 
So on this final Sunday of Advent, our hope continues to rise. Our hope rises in the child 
growing in Mary’s womb for he alone is the hope of nations, the savior of the world. And 
tomorrow, he will be here. Amen. 
 


