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Trouble in the Text 
“Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect another?” 
 
This is the question that perplexed John the Baptist as he languished in his prison cell. 
Needing to send messengers in his place to ask of Jesus, John sat in his cell, we can 
imagine, day after day, wondering if Jesus really was “the one who is to come”. It does 
seem like a surprising question coming from John, don’t you think? John had been at 
the River Jordan baptizing Jesus, presumably hearing that voice from heaven - “this is 
my son, with whom I am well pleased” In John’s gospel, we also see the Baptizer 
pointing out Jesus in a crowd and announcing, “The Lamb of God who takes away the 
sin of the world!” 
 
And yet John couldn’t help but ask, “Are you the one to come?” 
 
But things aren’t playing out too well for John, are they? For a guy who, from the womb, 
was all about the coming Messiah, preparing the way for the Lord, calling people to 
repentance and forgiveness, life isn’t looking too great. John finds himself in prison. 
Locked behind bars because he had the courage to call out Herod’s offenses. And what 
does John get for all his efforts? Well, ultimately death. A beheading. 
 
And so he asks, “Are you the one to come?” because if Jesus really was the one, if he 
really was the messiah, the savior of his people...why on earth would John, who is the 
greatest of those born among women, after all, why would John be rotting in prison? He 
was the one who filled in valleys and leveled roads and straightened paths. He was 
tasked with preparing a nation for the coming of God’s only Son! Surely he would get to 
share in the joy of seeing the work of God in the world, right? Right? 
 
I mean, John had heard about all the things Jesus was doing. John’s own disciples had 
come to report to him that Jesus was doing some incredible work! Jesus had healed the 
centurion's servant and raised the son of a widow at Nain. Yet, if this really was the one 
he had prepared for, why did life look so bleak? Why did it seem like this Messiah was 
helping everyone else out but him?  
 
So rotting alone in a prison cell, John could do nothing but ask, “Are you really the one 
who is to come?” Or should I be expecting another who might actually be able to break 
me out of these chains? 
 
Grace in the Text 
“Are you the one who is to come?” 
 
It’s a fair question, considering these circumstances of John. It’s a fair question to which 
Jesus offers a decisive reply. Of course, it’s not a yes or no answer. (But that’s what 
we’ve come to expect from Jesus isn’t it?) Rather, it’s more of a look for yourself and 
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then tell me what you think. Jesus points John and John’s disciples right back to the 
work that Jesus had been doing all along, echoing his first sermon in Nazareth where 
he opened up the scroll of Isaiah to chapter 61, our text for this past Wednesday Advent 
service, and read these words: 
 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because he has anointed me 

To proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. 

 
Now Jesus actually acts on those words. John’s disciples come and ask the question 
John is literally dying to know the answer to and Jesus responses with decisive actions. 
Luke writes in 7:21ff of our Gospel reading,  
 

“In that hour [Jesus] healed many people of diseases and 
plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he 
bestowed sight. And he answered them, “Go and tell John 
what you have seen and heard the blind receive their sight, 
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to 
them. And blessed is the one who is not offended by me.” 

 
“Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 
 
Jesus responds simply by saying, “Look for yourself! Look at what I’m doing! Do you 
see this creation that is falling apart at the seams? Do you see this creation that’s been 
broken and decimated because of sin?  I’m putting it all back together again! I am 
overcoming sin. I’m overcoming death. I’m overcoming all of this suffering that people 
endure day in and day out. I am making this world right once again, just like Isaiah had 
foretold. Good news, liberty, sight, freedom.” 
 
“Am I the one who is to come? Look at what’s happening!” 
 
Trouble in the World 
Nevertheless, that question lingers, doesn’t it? “Are you the one who is to come, or 
should we expect another?” 
 
Behind John’s question is, perhaps, another question. I mean, yes, all of this sounds 
great but, John might still be asking, is it for me too. John’s disciples brought word of the 
deaf hearing and lame walking and blind seeing and dead being raised up. But what 
about captives going free? But what about him? What about this captive who longs to 
be set free? Why is he still in chains? 
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“Are you the one who is to come or should we expect another?” Behind this question 
might be another question for us too.  
 
Yeah, as we read through the gospels, we see what Jesus has done...but is it for me 
too? Have you ever asked that question? I mean really asked that question? Have you 
ever asked that question because your life experience, like John’s, totally contradicts 
the reports you’ve heard about Jesus? I mean, have you heard of Jesus’ healings, and 
compassion, and those he raised from the dead yet at the very same time are you are 
still languishing in that prison of death or cancer or depression or despair or physical 
hurt/pain….?  
 
“Are you the one who is to come, Jesus, or should I expect another who can actually do 
something about all this pain?” 
 
Or maybe you have heard of all that Jesus has done, you’ve heard about His abundant 
forgiveness, his mercy and grace and compassion on those who didn’t deserve it, yet 
you still feel trapped in the prison of your own guilt and shame. Do you still feel trapped 
by your divorce, your addiction, those hurtful words you spoke in anger? 
 
Trapped in this prison of guilt you ask once again, “Jesus, are you the one who is to 
come, or should I expect another who can actually do something about all this shame?” 
 
Grace in the World 
“Are you the one to come?” Is this talk about the Gospel really for me, too? Do we really 
have something to put our hope in or are we, like everyone else, hopeless?  
 
The answer we get from Jesus is, of course, a resounding yes. Yes, I am the one who is 
to come. Yes, all of this is really for you. Yes, you do have a cause for hope in the midst 
of all your pain and shame and doubt.  
 
In this season of Advent we prepare for the coming of the Christ child who was actually 
born into our flesh. God made man. Our hope isn’t in a God who stands far off and 
shouts platitudes at us. Our hope is in the Christ who actually entered into this world 
with us. Our Hope is in the Christ who entered into our suffering, who entered our pain, 
entered into our sin, entered our prisons with us...and for us.  
 
Our hope is in this Coming Jesus who was born of a woman, though He was very God 
of very God. Our hope is in this Coming Jesus who, though He was one substance with 
the Father, went to the cross for our sins and our salvation. He entered into this mess of 
a world, to be with us, but to ultimately pull us out of our deep, dark prisons through His 
death and resurrection. This is where our hope lies.  
This is how we know Jesus is the one to come and how we know it’s for us too. He has 
shown us clearly by his resurrection from the dead. And because of his resurrection we 
know that when he returns, he will return to raise us up. Our once frail bodies, will be 
brand-new. Our once scarred soul, will be perfectly free and forgiven.  
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Conclusion 
“Are you the one who is to come?” 
 
Yes, Jesus is the one who has come, born as a child into our world. He has come to 
heal and to cure, to comfort and to free, but ultimately to die and then to rise again so 
that we might receive the forgiveness of our sins.  
 
This Advent our Hope Rises. Our Hope Rises because Christ Jesus is the one who 
came to us, and won us our freedom from sin and death, and he is the one who is 
coming back again. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


