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Introduction 
Begin with the end in mind. That’s what they say, isn’t it? You can Google that phrase 
and you’ll probably end up on the FranklinCovey website reading about the 7 Habits of 
Highly Effective People. This is Habit 2, by the way, and they define this habit like this:  
 

Begin with the End in Mind means to begin each day, task, 
or project with a clear vision of your desired direction and 
destination... 
 

Begin with the end in mind. Know which direction you’re heading, the destination to 
which you want to arrive, and then take intentional steps to get there. Begin with the end 
in mind. That’s what we’re doing this morning, anyway, as we begin a brand new church 
year. That’s what today is, by the way. The first Sunday in Advent which marks the 
beginning of a new year in the church calendar and so I want us to begin this new year 
with the end in mind.  
 
What do I mean by that? Well, simply put, I want us to begin this year with the promise 
of Jesus in mind to come back and raise us up and all the dead. For us to begin with the 
end in mind doesn’t mean that we begin the new church year with our own personal 
goals or destinations. No, we begin the new church year with the goal of Jesus in 
mind...with the end as Jesus has described it.    
 
That’s not how those who have gone before us in the faith have passed down the 
tradition of the liturgical year to us. They encourage us, this morning, to begin with the 
end in mind. They point us way ahead to the hope that we have in Second Coming of 
Jesus...the consummation of all things. Because that’s the clear vision of the future that 
the Bible gives to us. And then, as the church year progresses, we begin to backfill all 
the reasons for that hope which we have and live with each and every day. 
 
So as we begin with the end in mind, it will orient us for the rest of the year, which, in 
turn, prepares us for the Last Day. To begin with the end in mind in this way teaches us 
to live as people of hope - people who wait in expectation for Christ to return - people 
who are prepared to stand before Him when he returns. 
 
So this morning we’re going to dive into our Gospel reading, as we will be doing 
between now and Christmas. We’re going to focus on the Gospel readings from Luke’s 
gospel account of the life of Jesus and really focus in on this theme of hope. How does 
the life of Jesus bring hope to his weary people?   
 
Trouble in the Text 
It’s true, perhaps, that this idea of beginning with the end of the world may be a little bit 
counter to everything that’s happening around us. Usually the beginning of Advent 
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means that people are jumping ahead to Christmas. Decorations are going up, carols 
are being sung, there’s joy and lights and laughter and it’s festive.  
 
But our Gospel reading from Luke 21 is a bit ominous, isn’t it? There’s no carols here. 
It’s not particularly festive. It’s straight up Jesus predicting the end of the world. Listen 
again to what He says,  
 

And there will be signs in the sun and moon and starts, and 
on the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the 
roaring of the sea and the waves, people fainting with fear 
and with foreboarding of what is coming on the world. 
 

It sounds terrifying, doesn’t it? Jesus is describing  the unraveling, the ungluing of 
creation and the signs that will accompany it. There will be all these cosmic signs: the 
heavens being shaken, what amounts to catastrophic changes to the heavenly bodies 
which point toward the end of the world. And how does it culminate? With the Son of 
Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Creation appears to be falling apart, 
and that all culminates in Jesus coming coming back in judgement.  
 
For those who don’t know Jesus - for those who have not been connected by the Spirit 
to Christ’s love - this is a terrifying turn of events, isn’t it? Destruction, unraveling, law, 
judgement. There is fear and there is foreboding. Fainting in terror. 
 
What’s more, there is no escaping it. For Jesus tells us a parable in vv. 29-33 that 
highlight how sure and certain his prophecy of return is. Just like we can tell when 
summer is upon us by observing the leaves of the fig tree, so too can we tell when he is 
about to return: when the world begins to shift into chaos. 
 
Gospel in the Text 
But listen. Make no mistake. The words of Jesus are not meant to scare the disciple. 
The words of Jesus are not meant to terrify his followers. No, they are intended to 
comfort. They are intended to bring joy, actually. They are intended to bring hope into 
what promises to be a really bad situation. This is what Jesus says next in verse 28: 
“Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near.” What seems like the end, what seems like 
defeat and destruction, is actually the redemption of the believer.  
 
Jesus’ promise here is clear and compelling. I will return to bring redemption, he says. I 
will return to bring the healing and wholeness that this world is clearly missing. I will 
return to finish what I started in my death and resurrection.  
 
→ How can I develop this? Story? Example?    
 
Trouble in the World 
It may not be much of a stretch to look out into the world today and see that things are 
falling apart. Does it ever seem like the world is falling apart to you? That things are just 



 

3 

coming unglued? Does it ever seem like, when we look around at the violence and fires 
and earthquakes and hurricanes, that evil and darkness is overtaking us? Despite the 
words of Jesus in this passage, does it ever seem that defeat is imminent? Like there is 
no hope?  
 
We might even sit and wonder, as we’re reading the news or watching it on TV, we 
might wonder...where is Jesus? Is he present with us? Is he far away? Has he 
abandoned us? Will he really come back and do what he said he will? The temptation in 
the midst of all of this is to doubt his promises. To stop and wonder why He hasn’t come 
back to finally put an end to all of this suffering. 
 
As we begin this season of Advent, frankly, all we have are these questions. All we 
have is a cold, dark, wet December and though it will come quickly, Christmas is still 
seems far away.  In fact, this morning, all we have just one little, pathetic candle to 
remind us of Christ’s impending arrival.  
 
It doesn’t seem like much does it? One little candle in the face of war and terror and 
disaster and mourning. 
 
One little candle…. 
 
Grace in the World 
And yet...that one little candle, that one little light is all we need. That one little flicker is 
enough for right now because that one little candle is a reminder that, though heaven 
and earth may pass away, Jesus’ words will never pass away. So that one little candle, 
it’s enough to keep us going this week. It’s enough to keep us going each minute, each 
hour, each day. 
 
That one little candle is sufficient for us as God’s people because it instills in us this 
hope, this little bit of hope. Because we know that next week will bring another candle, 
and then another, and then another. And this is the hope that we need throughout this 
Advent season. For it’s Jesus’ word which continually brings us this hope.  
 
Conclusion 
So as we begin this Advent, we begin with the end in mind. In the midst of a busy 
season, but more so in the midst of a chaotic world that appears to be falling down all 
around us, Jesus makes us a promise. He says I am coming back for you. He says you 
are not alone. He says I will put things back together again. So we don’t bury our heads 
in the sand and wait it out. No, we stand up. We lift up our heads. And in the midst of 
our families and our communities, in the midst of this place, Hope Rises. Hope rises 
because our redemption is drawing near. Amen. 


