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During this season of Advent, as we gather together on Wednesday nights for 
fellowship and worship, we’re going to be taking a closer look at the names of Jesus, 
the names that we see each Advent and Christmas on the banners that hang on the 
wall of our sanctuary. Over the next three weeks we will reveal one new banner bearing 
yet another name given to our Lord: Emmanuel. Messiah. Jesus. And in each of these 
names we will find meaning and a promise given to us by God. So we ask, “What’s in a 
name?” Well, for us this Advent, it is the promises of God. 
 
So this evening we look first at the name given to Jesus long before He is ever born. A 
name given to Jesus that acted as a promise for God’s people in the 8th Century BCE 
and one that acts as a promise for us each and every day of our lives...especially in 
these Advent days leading up to Christmas. 
 
But the promise of Emmanuel was first made, not to us, but to a king of Judah names 
Ahaz. Syria was knocking on his doorstep, threatening to attack and conquer the land 
so God sends Isaiah to make a promise to the king and give him hope and relief. The 
promise was simply this: Judah will not be taken by Syria. In fact, God says, to show 
you just how trustworthy my promises are, ask me for a sign. Ask me for anything and I 
will demonstrate to you how certain my promise is!” 
 
We read in our text that Ahaz refuses to ask for a sign: “I will not ask! I will not test the 
Lord”. We might read into this and think, wow...that Ahaz is so pious! What a stand-up 
guy! Even in the midst of such a trial he’s not willing to test the Lord. But the truth is that 
Ahaz is far from pious.  
 
As a matter of fact, Ahaz has no faith or trust in God at all. Ahaz had actually placed his 
faith and trust in the power and might of another king. Rather than seeking help from the 
Lord, Ahaz struck a deal with the King of Assyria. 2 Kings 16 tells the story” 
 

So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria, 
saying, “I am your servant and your son. Come up and 
rescue me from the hand of the king of Syria and from the 
hand of the king of Israel, who are attacking me.” Ahaz also 
took the silver and gold that was found in the house of the 
Lord and in the treasures of the king’s house and sent a 
present to the king of Assyria” 

 
Ahaz doesn’t need a sign from God because he thinks that he has it all figured out! He 
thinks that he’s taken care of the situation. He thinks that he doesn’t need God. 
Nevertheless, God promises a sign. God makes a promise and demonstrates it with this 
sign of Emmanuel. God is with us. God was present with Ahaz but Ahaz refused to seek 
out God’s help.  

-- 
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As Christmas nears, and the promise of Emmanuel comes to fulfillment, I wonder how 
many of us are in the same boat as Ahaz. For the Lord has promised us all many 
things. He has promised us salvation, the forgiveness of sins, eternal life. The Lord has 
promised us incredible things, and not just spiritual things...physical things as well. In 
Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus reminds us of God’s provision for our lives and our daily 
needs. He reminds us that we need not worry or be anxious because our heavenly 
father will provide for us has He has made provisions for all his creation.  
 
All of this God promises to us yet, I wonder, where do we place our faith and our trust? 
Like Ahaz, do we also hear God’s promises but then go out and make a deal 
elsewhere? Like Ahaz, do we hear God’s promises and then continue to trust in our own 
strength and alianaces? Do we place our faith in our own intellect and ability to solve all 
our own problems?  
 
So we place our trust in our own bank accounts, retirement plans, the government to 
provide for all of our needs? Then panic when these things collapse? Do we place our 
lives in the hands of military power to save us from our enemies?  
 
No doubt God sees the folly in all of this. All of this misplaced trust, not just from an 
unbelieving world but from His own people! Despite this...or maybe because of it...God 
promises us the gift of his unending, undying presence. “Therefore the Lord himself will 
give you a sign. Behold the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name 
Immanuel” 
 
Knowing that the human heart is corrupt and unable to be faithful to God God alone for 
all that we need, our needs of both body and soul, God sends to us the gift of his Son 
Jesus, Emmanuel, who has come to be “God-With-Us”. He has come to embody the 
love and grace and mercy of our heavenly Father who desires nothing more than to 
bring His people out of their sin and into his heavenly family. So the sign of Emmanuel 
is a calling to you and me. It’s first a calling to repent. It’s a calling to see how misplaced 
our trust and our priorities are and turn back to the One who alone can provide for us.  
 
But most of all the sign of Emmanuel is a sign of grace. It’s a sign that our Lord has not 
abandoned us and that our Lord never will abandon us. Think about the implications of 
this. In each and every situation, God is with us.  
 
In our suffering and our mourning, God is with us, for in Christ, He has known what it 
means to suffer and mourn.  
 
In our despair and brokenness, God is with us, For He knows what it is to despair. He 
knows what it is to be physically broken. He knows what it’s like to be weak and lowly. 
 
In trying times, when our finances and relationships and life seems to be fading, God is 
with us. He knows what it is to be poor. He knows what it is to have those he loves 
abandon him at his hour of deepest need. He knows what it’s like to be despised.  
 



 

3 

The sign of Emmanuel. God is with us. On the highest peaks and darkest valleys, God’s 
grace and his mercy go with us. His love and affection for his children never leaves us.  
 
This is his promise to us: Emmanuel. God is with us. Amen. 


