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The hospital chaplain was called to the bedside of a woman named Vera who just had 
surgery to operate on a brain tumor. As the chaplain quietly walked into the room, he 
found the woman, her head bandaged, lying in bed, almost in the fetal position, 
seemingly asleep. So it was a surprise to the chaplain when, walking closer, Vera 
opened her eyes.  
 
She recognized the chaplain by his clerical collar and moved her lips in an attempt to 
speak. Unable to hear her, the chaplain bent down, closer to the woman.  
 
She spoke again but, still unable to hear her, he pulled up a chair and put his ear within 
inches of the woman’s mouth. In a faint voice she whispered again. This time he heard 
her: 
 
“God has been so good to me” 
 
Of course this is not what the chaplain was expecting to hear from a woman who, less 
than 24 hours ago, had undergone an operation for a brain tumor. In the midst of her 
suffering God had made Himself known to her and she, in turn, confessed her faith and 
trust in her loving God.  
 
And yet, for us, we hear this and are reminded...ah yes...God has been good to me, too. 
 
For some of us, this might be the last thing others expect to hear from our lips. Perhaps 
because the last year has been filled with struggling and suffering. Perhaps in the last 
year, since Thanksgiving last, loved ones have died, jobs have been lost, health has 
declined. Maybe in the last year your struggle with depression has become difficult and 
debilitating. 
 
However, as we heard from our Epistle text this morning, we, with the Apostle Paul can 
still say, “God has been good to me”. Paul’s circumstances, as he writes to the 
Philippian church from prison are dire. In the dank prison cell where Paul sat, having 
undergone beatings and torture, he’s able to instruct the Philippians to rejoice in the 
Lord, to not be anxious about anything, to offer up prayers of thanksgiving to God, even! 
 
Despite his trying circumstances, despite the fact that he sat rotting in a prison cell, Paul 
could certainly echo those words: “God has been so good to me!” 

-- 
 
Today, of course, is a day we set aside to proclaim that God has been good to us. We 
will do so later on today as we gather around a table with family or friends or both. The 
table may be filled with traditional thanksgiving fare….or maybe a pizza or italian food. 
Either way, on this thanksgiving day we’re reminded of how God continues to care for 
and provide for his good creation. Day after day, God continues to bless us and 



 

 

preserve us. Day after day the earth continues to produce an abundance of food. This is 
represented by the cornucopia we have sitting on the altar this morning.   
 
In addition to the food that graces our tables, there are also those who have joined us at 
the table. Moms, dads, brothers, sisters, husbands, wives, friends. Indeed part of the 
blessings which we celebrate today are the communities in which God has placed us.  
 
Of course, there is yet another reality. What if, for some of us, the table is sparse or 
nonexistent? What if those who ought to be around the table are estranged? Gone? In 
another city, state, or country? 
 
If that is your reality, there is still something for which we can be thankful. 
 
The opportunity we have as a church community to gather, not around a table but 
around God’s word, is gives us cause for thanksgiving each and every day. Each time 
we come together as a church, God’s Word is the centerpiece. It’s the main event...it’s 
what we are here for. Of course, the Word comes to us in many different ways - 
confession/absolution, holy communion, the preached word, it comes through liturgy 
and song.  
 
But however it comes to us, the effect is the same. We hear of Jesus given for us. Our 
sins now forgiven. Each time we gather around God’s Word we hear this Gospel 
proclamation. Jesus Christ crucified for us. And it’s because of this that we, with Vera 
and Paul, can rejoice and be thankful. It’s because we have been forgiven, once and for 
all, that, no matter what we have, we can still proclaim that God has been so good to us!  
 
For God has brought us His forgiveness...he has granted us life and salvation. Thus, 
thanksgiving doesn’t end with a nap on the couch as football plays in the background. 
Our thanksgiving continues day in and day out...now and forever. Amen. 

 
 


