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Through the lens of Christ we see God’s creation and God’s law with new eyes 

 
Introduction 
This Lent as we gather together on Wednesdays we continue in our series “The Gospel in 
Seven Words”. On Wednesday nights we’re working together to form short, yet 
substantial faithful, biblical confessions of the Gospel. On the Sundays in Lent, though, 
we’re taking a look at the psalms appointed for each week. We’re reading them 
responsively so we get start to get them in our heads and our hearts. To focus on them 
together and meditate on them.  
 
When it comes to reading the psalms, there have been two very important books for me. 
The first is called “Christ in the Psalms” and the second is called “Psalms: The Prayer 
book of the Bible”. The first was written by Patrick Henry Reardon who is pastor in 
Chicago and the second was written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the 20th century pastor and 
theologian who was killed by the Third Reich for plotting to assassinate Hitler. 
 
But what both of these two books have in common is their insistence that at the center 
of the psalter is Christ. Christ is the key for reading, understanding, and meditating on 
the psalms. In fact, Bonhoeffer writes, “If we want to read and to pray the prayers of the 
Bible and especially the Psalms, therefore, we must not ask first what they have to do 
with us, but what they have it do with Jesus Christ,” (14).  
 
If we want to read and understand the Psalms, we must first ask what they have to do 
with Jesus. And indeed Jesus is central to the psalm before us this morning. Jesus is the 
key to praying this psalm rightly. More than that, Jesus Christ and him crucified is the 
lens through which we must look in order to rightly read and pray this psalm for 
ourselves. This is the main point for this morning. Jesus Christ and him crucified is the 
lens through which we must look in order to rightly read, understand, and pray Psalm 
19.  
 
Psalm 19:1-6 
The psalm itself can be divided into two parts. The first part begins with these words of 
praise to our creator: “The heavens declare the glory of God!”  
 
One look at the created world around us, it is undeniable that we have a Creator. The 
beauty and the majesty testify to the One who made it all. But consider this: as 
Americans living in the 21st century, the ability to enjoy the wonder and splendor of 
creation is a luxury. Seeing creation as beautiful and majestic is a luxury. 
 
Just last weekend Jen and I spent a long weekend in Monterey. We wandered through 
the aquarium and took in the beautiful vistas of Point Lobos. We ate at a restaurant high 
up in the mountains and enjoyed our food from an incredible vantage point. For us, 
looking at sea lions through binoculars or enjoying food prepared for us in the 
mountains, God’s creation was absolutely stunning. The ocean waters were bluer than 
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we thought possible. The baby sea lion was hilarious trying to eak its way up onto the 
rock where all the other sea lions were sunbathing. And the waterfall, the freshwater fall 
at Pfiefer State Park was incredible. You can take a short walk to a place where a house 
once stood...a house that overlooked the ocean and, from the bedroom window, 
overlooked the waterfall too. 
 
Short story long, the central California coast is increible. I’ve never seen anything like it 
before in my life. And I can agree with the psalmist, it declares the glory and the majesty 
of God.  
 
But there’s one problem. While the heavens and the seas and the forests declare the 
glory and the might and power of God, they don’t tell us anything about how this God 
feels about us. 
 
Consider this. We can view the ocean and the forest from the comfort of our automobile. 
We can brave the chilly wind or the hot summer sun and then retreat into our air 
conditioned home. So when we look at these things of nature, we conclude that God has 
created all of this for our enjoyment and pleasure.  
 
But what would happen if that sea was a barrier between us and home. And what if we 
couldn’t fly over that sea but had to spend days, weeks, months, sailing across it, braving 
the wind and the rain and the waves with no option of repreve? How might we think 
differently about what the ocean says about God’s love for us? Might we begin to doubt? 
Might we begin to wonder?    
 
Or think about all of the natural disasters that have happened just in the last few months 
or years. Taken alone, we might be tempted to think that God is raining down his 
punishment upon our country and the world. We might be tempted to think that God 
has it out for us. The psalmist is certainly correct, the heavens declare the glory of God. 
But looking at creation alone...the good or the bad...cannot tell us anything about God’s 
disposition toward His people. We can guess...but it’s all subjective based on our 
experience.   
 
Psalm 19:7-17 
Psalm 19 goes on. God has given us the wonderful gift of His creation. And to be sure, 
the ocean and rivers and forests and mountains declare that God has created something 
that is no fluke. This world in which we walk is no accident.God has made something 
incredible. But the psalmist tells us even more than God has done.  
 
God has also given humanity His law. And God’s Law is good. It teaches and instructs. It 
makes us wise 
 
Paul says that “all scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, fr 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness…(2 Timothy 3:16)  
 
Paul even says in Romans that this law is written on the hearts of all people. This is what 
we would call our conscience. Hardwired into us is the law of God, our sense of right and 
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wrong. And what a wonderful gift, isn’t it? How many times have you been saved from 
punishment or retribution because something inside of you said, “uh...no”?  
 
But yet again, though, there is a problem. Even with God’s instruction and God’s will for 
our life not only hardwired into our brains and also written out for us to actually read, 
how many times have you experienced heartbreak and despair? How many times have 
you failed to do what is plainly written? How many times have you been filled with guilt 
for neglecting to do that which you knew you should have?   
 
As the psalmist says, the instruction of God is so good. It makes us wise, it leads us on 
the path of righteousness, it points the way we should go and lights our path along the 
way. But what happens when we mess up? What happens when we get it wrong? What 
happens when we not only go against that gut feeling we had in the first place, but also 
blatantly disregard God’s written commands?  
 
How does God feel about us then? God has given us the rules but we have broken them. 
God has given us his good and perfect law. But we have sinned. What now? What hope is 
there?  
 
Now, don’t get me wrong. I’m not trying to deconstruct our psalm for today. Not at all. 
God has given us some incredible gifts. All of creation declares God’s glory. God’s law is 
good and right. Intended to guide us in God’s righteous ways. So the problem lies not 
with the gifts. The problem is not that God’s creation and law have failed in their 
purpose to point us to him.  
 
It’s that our sin has hindered us. Our sin has gotten in the way of what these things 
ought to do for us. Our eyes, corrupted by our fallen nature, do not see clearly nor are 
they able to perceive how God really feels about us. We need more. We need a lense 
through which to view these things so that we can see properly.   
  
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
This lense comes to us this morning in the form of our Epistle reading from 1 Cor. 1:18-
31. This lense that we must use to rightly view creation and God’s law is none other than 
the cross. Nothing else in the world will provide for us the necessary means to know for 
sure how God feels about us. If you want to know how God feels about you, the only 
place you can look is the cross. It’s the only surefire way to know that God isn’t out to get 
you...but rather that God loves you.  
 
I think I said this two weeks ago but it bears repeating. God is truly revealed on the 
cross. If you want to know what God is like. If you want to know the qualities and 
attributes of God...look to Jesus on the cross.  
 
I know it seems ridiculous. I know it seems foolish. I know it seems laughable that the 
God who created the sea and all the crazy fish that live in it...the God who piled up the 
mountains, and the God who put the stars in their place...it seems just bonkers to say 
that this God is most fully revealed on a 1st century wooden cross; a cruel device used to 
punish a common criminal. And yet, this is what Paul teaches us this morning. He 
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teaches us that the cross, this place of perceived divine folly, is actually the lens through 
which we view everything else in the world. 
 
But from the vantage point of the cross, we see that we have a God who truly loves us. A 
God who sent his son to that very cross so that we might receive the forgiveness of sins. 
So that the barrier between us and God could come tumbling down. 
 
When we view creation through the lens of the cross, we see that God is glorious, and 
majestic, and all-powerful. But God is also close to us. He became one of us. He is not a 
distant deity who created us and is now indifferent to us at best or antagonistic to us at 
worst. No, He is the God who created us and is present with us, the God who walks with 
us through the ups and downs of life. He does not curse us with storms and floods and 
fires and earthquakes but is present with us in the midst of these things. This is not a 
God who is out to get us, but rather this is God who has set out, from the first sin of 
humankind, to overcome sin and death and disaster and disease. 
 
God, through his love for us gave us His law. We know that because of Christ, God is not 
waiting to hold our sins against us. But rather His law now stands as a curb to keep us 
from doing stupid things, a mirror to remind us that we and the rest of the world are in 
need of a savior because of our sin, and now, for those who are in Christ, a guide. It’s a 
good and gracious guide that shows us God’s will for our lives. It shows us how to walk 
in the ways he has made for us. 
 
This is what the cross does for us. The saving work of Jesus on that cross and his 
glorious resurrection on Easter changes absolutely everything. What looks like the 
foolishness of God is actually His wisdom. And for us, it is the lens through which we 
now see everything. As we gaze over creation at the coast or in the mountains we see the 
glory of a God who is near to us and loves us unconditionally. God’s immense power was 
put to use not for our punishment but for our good as He overcame sin and death for us. 
 
And as we look upon God’s law, we know that He isn’t waiting to jump out and yell 
gotcha! each and every time we fail. Rather, he has placed his Word in our hands so that, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, love him and love our neighbors more and more each 
day.  

-- 
 
As God is fond of doing, he flips things upside down. The glory of God comes about 
through perceived folly...that is, the cross. The cross seems like foolishness because 
Jesus gave his life for us there. The folly of the cross is that for us sinful people and for 
our salvation Jesus died. But what seems like folly is simply God setting all things right. 
What seems like folly is actually God giving us an identity in Christ that creation or 
God’s law alone cannot give us. It’s an identity that says we are loved and cherished by 
the One true God who set the oceans and mountains and stars and waterfalls in their 
place. Amen. 
 


