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Introduction 
Who is this man? This is the question that humanity has been asking for 2,000 years and this is 
the question that we started to focus on six weeks ago as we saw Jesus go down to the Jordan 
river to be baptized. Who is this man?  
 
This morning in worship we commemorate the Transfiguration. This is the event that we read 
about in the Gospel lesson for this morning where Jesus takes three disciples up on a mountain 
and he is transfigured or changed before their very eyes. This event is often quite puzzling and 
difficult to explain. It's meaning has seemed hidden to many readers who have wondered what 
exactly is going on here. 
 
But as we wrap up the season of Epiphany, our Gospel text for this morning ties a bow on all that 
we have uncovered over the last six weeks as we've asked the Epiphany question, “Who is 
Jesus?” Who has Jesus revealed himself to be in the scriptures? Who is Jesus now?  
 
What have we uncovered? Well, we have seen that... 

● Jesus is the one spoken about in the Law and the Prophets, that is, the OT 
● Jesus is the Son of God, the Savior of the World, The Messiah. 
● Jesus and his word is authoritative, having the power to change us, having the power to 

cast out evil spirits as well. 
● Jesus is a great healer, but more than just working earthly miracles, Jesus has come to 

heal the entire creation. 
● other?? 

 
All of this comes in the first chapter of Mark...it's absolutely loaded with information about who 
Jesus is and what He has come into this world to do. But the transfiguration in chapter 9 of Mark 
puts an exclamation mark on all of this. As if to say to the reader who has any questions 
concerning Jesus' identity, “no really...this is who Jesus is.” The transfiguration will take all that 
we have learned about Jesus and underline it, circle it, make it bold and italic. 
 
Jesus is the divine son of God who has come to redeem and restore all of creation. 
 
This morning what I want to do is take a close look at our text from Mark 9, so chunk by chunk 
and see exactly how Mark wants to highlight Jesus' identity and mission. 
 

 



Mark 9:2a 
“after six days...” 
 
OK stop right there. I promise we’re not going to stop every three words but these three words 
are important. “After six days”. This is a simple time marker that we might be tempted to skip 
over to get to the meat of the story of the Transfiguration. But if we were to simply ignore this, 
we would actually miss the main point of the entire story. So before we move on, we have to ask, 
six days after what? What immediately precedes the transfiguration narrative in Mark's gospel? 
(Remember, as we read through the Scriptures we have to be incredibly cognisant of context. 
Every verse has a chapter, every chapter has a book, every book a testament, each testament, the 
OT and NT, is part of one work, the Bible.) 
 
So Mark inserts this time marker, “after six days” and it’s going to draw us back. Six days after 
what?  
 
Right before the Transfiguration narrative is two very important accounts which key us in to 
Jesus' identity and mission. First is Peter's confession of Jesus as the Christ in Caesarea Philippi 
and second is Jesus' subsequent prediction of His Passion, that is his death and the hands of the 
religious leaders and Roman officials in Jerusalem. 
 
The narrative goes, that Jesus asks his disciples who people are saying He is...and then he asks 
his disciples who they say he is. Peter confesses correctly that Jesus is the Son of God. However, 
it is apparent that Peter doesn't understand what exactly that means. Because when Jesus tells 
them what's going to happen to him, Peter, speaking for the whole crew, rebukes Jesus. But Peter 
doesn't have a full understanding of Jesus' mission. He doesn't understand that the cross is 
necessary for Jesus. And, incidentally, the cross is necessary for Jesus' followers, too. “If anyone 
would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me,” Jesus says. 
 
So there's some confusion...there's some disbelief...there's some opposition, even, to God's plan - 
within the ranks of the disciples! The disciples don't yet have the full picture. The 
Transfiguration is designed to address that. This is the context of our text. 

Mark 9:2b-3 
So after six days, six days after Peter's confession of Jesus as the Christ and Jesus' first prediction 
of His death, Jesus takes Peter, James and John (the very first disciples Jesus calls in Mark 1) and 
they go up on this mountain, given their last location in Caesarea Philippi, probably Mt Hermon 
up in the northern part of Israel. This passage is very Mark because it's quick, it doesn't give a 
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ton of details or explanation, really. He goes up on the mountain and is transfigured, or changed, 
in GK. μετεμορφωθη before them. 
 
This is certainly the point where we get hung up in this text. What's going on here? What does it 
mean that he was changed in front of them? What does it mean that his clothes turned a bright 
white...brighter than a jug of Clorox could bleach them? The simple answer is what we said at 
the beginning...Jesus' disciples and, by extension we, are receiving incontrovertible evidence of 
what we've been seeing all along during this season of Epiphany: This is a visual affirmation of 
Jesus' divine nature. This man, who teaches with authority and who drives out unclean spirits and 
who heals sicknesses and diseases is no mere miracle worker. This is the Son of God. This is 
Jesus' divinity shining through, clear as day. 
 
But more than that, the disciples (Peter, James, and John) and, by extension we, are treated to a 
preview. An exclusive. A foretaste of that which is to come. That is, we see in this 
transfiguration Jesus' glorified body which the disciples will see again when Jesus is resurrected 
and which we will see when Christ comes back again and the glorified body which we will have 
when Jesus raises us and all the dead. 
 
So what is the Transfiguration? It’s simply proof that Jesus is who he has been saying he is. 
Jesus is the divine Son of God who has taken on flesh.  

Mark 9:4(5-6) 
But, that's not where the oddity ends. It gets a little more confusing. Because along with Jesus 
and his transfigured body appears two major OT figures: Elijah and Moses. And they're talking 
with Jesus. Up on this mountain Jesus is changed, his physical body it transformed to show his 
divine nature clearly, and then he's joined by a couple of heavy hitters. And Peter freaks out! I 
don’t blame him, though. What a strange sight, don’t you think? What a confusing thing for 
these three disciples to witness.  
 
What are they witnessing, though? What is the meaning here? Again, the Transfiguration is just 
one incredible confirmation of what we’ve been seeing the last six weeks. Particularly here, as 
we read in John 1, Jesus is the one the OT pointed to. This is what Philip tells Nathanael...that 
Jesus is the one Moses wrote about in the Law and whom the prophets also wrote about. Jesus is 
the culmination of the work of people like Moses and Elijah...prophets who brought God's 
people back to Himself. Jesus is the one who finishes this work. 
 
“Jesus isn't a walk-on” He is in line with everything that has gone before him. He is the 
fulfillment of everything that has gone before him. 
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Mark 9:7 
The next part of our text reminds us of where we started this Epiphany season. It takes us all the 
way back to Jesus' baptism. Just as at Jesus' baptism, here at the Transfiguration a voice from 
heaven is heard. The content of that voice is the same too. “This is my son, the beloved” 
 
Only this time, what is the difference? It's not Jesus who is addressed but rather the disciples. 
God is speaking to them. He is confirming the identity of His son, and instructing them to “listen 
to him”. This is an affirmation of all that Jesus has taught so far but specifically, God the Father 
is affirming that which the disciples struggled with the most - Jesus' prediction of his death and 
their subsequent need to follow after him in suffering. 
 
Through the Transfiguration and the divine voice from the cloud, God affirms that the plan of 
salvation is for his one and only son to come and die. Glory...ultimate victory comes through 
suffering and death. This is what Jesus has been teaching them. Listen to Him. 
 
Mark 9:8-9 
And so that's what will happen. God's plan of salvation which runs through Jesus and only 
through Jesus will carry on. Even though Moses and Elijah disappear, Jesus remains. He stays 
behind and heads back down the mountain because he has yet to complete his task, his task 
which will take him eventually into Jerusalem where he will suffer and die. Jesus stays because 
he must journey to the cross. Jesus stays because he is the Suffering Servant spoken about by 
Isaiah the prophet. Jesus stays because he has come not to be served but to serve. And he serves 
us by his atoning death on the cross and his victorious resurrection from the dead. 
 
Conclusion 
As we have moved through this season of Epiphany, we have keyed in on several aspects of the 
identity of Jesus. We have seen in his baptism that He is the divine son of God, that he is God’s 
presence, in a physical human body here on earth. We have seen that Jesus is in line with the law 
and the prophets. Jesus fulfills that entire OT narrative. We have seen that Jesus’ Word is 
authoritative and powerful. We have seen that Jesus has the ability to bring healing to all. The 
Transfiguration affirms all of this.  
 
But it also affirms and ratifies the cross. It affirms that Jesus will indeed suffer unto death, giving 
his life as a ransom for the entire world. The disciples didn’t like it. But up there on the mount of 
transfiguration the testimony of God the Father is clear. “Listen to him” Listen to Jesus not only 
as he teaches and preaches but listen to Jesus when he tells you what is going to happen. That he 
will suffer at the hands of the religious leaders. That he will be crucified and buried.  
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This is the way of Jesus. The Son of God, the One promised in the OT, the One who speaks 
authoritatively, the One who casts out Satan and his demons. This One, this Jesus, comes to give 
his life so that we might live. Amen. 
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