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Wherever You Go 
 
In 1990, Dr. Seuss published Oh, the Places You’ll Go! This popu-
lar book tells in Seuss’ inimitable style of all life’s possible ups 
and downs, twists and turns. There will surely be excitement and 
slumps, fun and loneliness, purpose and confusion. And, yes, 

fear: “There are some [things], 
down the road between hith-
er and yon, that can scare you 
so much you won’t want to 
go on.” 
 
The sheer determination of 
the storybook’s life-traveler 
moves him beyond trouble 
and fear. But God’s children 
don’t have to go it alone. Life 
cannot take us anywhere God 
hasn’t been first. Furthermore, 
he walks beside us on every 
winding path and around 
every corner. 

 
As Christians we can trust in the promise of Joshua 1:9 (NIV): “Be 
strong and courageous … for the LORD your God will be with 
you wherever you go.” 
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A Time to Reflect and Give Thanks 
“In All Things” 

Colossians 1:15-20 
 

     Last month I was all caught up in planning and preparing for a mountain top 
experience as I looked forward to going to the National Youth Gathering with 
44 others from our congregation.  On Wednesday, July 6th, following the Com-
missioning and Sending Off Service we all said our “good byes” and got on the 
bus for a 22 hour trip to Houston, Texas.  In Houston we would join with         
20, 000 other youth and their chaperones to worship and praise God for send-
ing to us His Son, Jesus, who is “In All things.” 
      

      We thank Mandi Kosbab and Sheri Markquart, for their time and dedication in providing many opportuni-
ties for our youth to come together in fun, food, and faith.  Mandi and Sheri, the Lord blessed you both to 
be a blessing for all of us who experienced a most awesome event in our lives.  For this we give you our 
thanks for all the planning, preparing, and strong leadership you have provided for our youth over the past 
three years.  We, also at this time want to acknowledge with thanksgiving Erin Meyers, Jennifer Beseke, 
Jessica Omvig, and Chad Kosbab who gave of their time to serve as chaperones. As chaperones what a 
blessing to spend eight days with these young people and experience what it is to be young again!  
 
     After arriving in Houston, Texas and to our hotel around 4:00 on Thursday afternoon, we looked forward 
to getting off the bus, unpacking our suitcases, and most of all to take a shower. We enjoyed the very nice 
accommodations at the Grand Hyatt Hotel along with the swimming pool.  Mandi and Sheri, planned for us 
to attend a “Texas Barbecue” for supper that night and it was mighty delicious. We closed out our day with a 
study of God’s Word and prepared for the next day.       
 
    The next day, Friday, we journeyed to Galveston to an amusement park on the Pier along with a great 
afternoon on the beach.  It was a first, for some, to swim in salt water and play in the sand on the Gulf of 
Mexico.  What a great day! When we got back to the Hotel we ordered pizza in and had Bible Study. 
 
      On Saturday morning, we went to the Holocaust Museum in Houston.  This was a decision our youth 
made with regards to what they wanted to see and experience.  It was a somber morning as we witnessed 
through pictures, artifacts, movies, memorials, and the stories told of the terrible suffering and death of 
our Jewish brothers and sisters at the hands of Adolf Hitler and Nazi Germany during World War II.  Still 
today, we grieve and are sickened by the persecution that so many suffered because of who they are.   
 
      That afternoon we went to a stampede hosted by the Minnesota South District.  Again, a great time to 
unwind and be fed at a great country buffet and ride a mechanical bucking bull and dance to country music 
with many that came to the gathering.  That night we went to our first mass event at the Minute Maid Stadi-
um—the home of the Houston Astros.  
 
     Sunday morning, we walked 1.3 miles to the Activities center where all the sessions and activities took 
place. This building was large and comfortably cool compared to the outside temperature of almost 100 de-
grees. The sessions had great speakers that spoke about many things our youth as well as us adults strug-
gle with in life.  Such things as identity, acceptance, loneliness, anxiety, self-worth, brokenness, temptations, 
addictions, and many other struggles.  Through the sessions you come to learn that you are not alone in your 
struggles.  The speakers in sharing their own stories helped us to see that in Jesus we have our identity and 
that He is bigger and greater than our struggles.  We have our identity in Jesus who is “In All Things.”  Jesus, 



In All Things” was our theme for our gathering.  That theme was the focus of 
our sessions and our main events.    
      
    The Event Center also served as a place where our young people met other 
young people from all over the country.  Just ask them!  The Center was full of 
many activities from volleyball to basketball, working on projects to donating 
blood, karaoke to jeopardy, college recruitment to receiving all kinds of free-
bies, and many other happenings.  Not to forget the many food trucks that 
waited outside of the center to feed us. 
 
     On Tuesday morning, we had a bus ride to where we were involved in a 
servant event.  We went to a food distribution site where we packed rice bags.  
This was a great event for our group to help serve our brothers and sisters who 
are in need.  I must say this activity got a little competitive among our three teams. All in fun! The distribu-
tion site appreciated our coming to help and served us lunch before we went back to the Activity Center.  
 
     On Saturday, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday nights we attended the mass events at the stadium with 
20,000 young and older Christians singing, listening, praying, and worshiping our Great and awesome God.  
Praising God for the sending of His Son, Jesus Christ, who is “In All Things.”   On Wednesday morning, we 
came together one last time at the stadium for the closing worship service with the celebration of the Lord’s 
Supper.  Picture in your mind 20,000 of God’s children partaking of one bread and one wine in the eating of 
Christ’s body and the drinking of Christ’s blood for the forgiveness of sins, our sins.  A foretaste of the feast 
that awaits us in heaven.   
 
    These were amazing events that drew us close together as Christians with those we know and came to 
know throughout the week. We received this announcement at the closing of the worship service that the 
next National Youth Gathering will take place in New Orleans in three years. Following this announcement, 
we received the benediction and sent home with God’s blessing and the singing of His praise.  
 

IT WAS CERTAINLY A MOUNTAIN TOP EXPERIENCE! 
      
     This is a time to give thanks to you our church family for all the prayers, support, and financial assistance 
you provided the youth of our congregation over the past three years.  With the Lord’s help you made the 
impossible more than a possibility, but a life changing event for all who went to Houston, Texas. 
 
     We thank our God for safe travel both there and back and providing us with good and cautious bus driv-
ers in Travis and Kurt.   
 
    Dear Lord: Thank you for the opportunity that our congregation has been given to be involved in youth 
ministry.  We pray that our youth will continue to remain faithful in worship and the study of Your Word 
and continue to come together in fellowship with each other and serve You in Your Church.  
 
Your brother in Christ,  
 
Pastor Steve 
 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

 

We will continue to have our Sunday morning 
worship at 9:00 am with a time of fellowship 
and coffee and 10:00 am through Labor Day 
Weekend. 
 

 

Pastoral Visits 

Due to the privacy act, if you are hospital-
ized and would like a visit from the pastor 
or to be included in the prayers, you or a 
family member need to contact Pastor 
Wilson, Vicar Jeff, or the church office. 
 

     First day of Sunday school will be on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18.  Watch for an email that will be sent in the 
next week to register your children for Sunday school.  
We are excited for Sunday school as we will continue 
to use the new curriculum that we started last Fall.  
We have been building up a Sunday school library that 
will be incorporated with our Sunday school learning 
each week. 
 
     If you would  like to help with teaching Sunday 
school this year please contact Vicar Jeff. 
 
     Plans are being made for a Rally Day service on 
Sunday, September 11.  More info to come.



 

 

 

 

Thank you to my church family 

here at St. John’s for all your sym-

pathy cards and words of comfort 

during the loss of my sister, Glen-

na Shanley.  Your kindness is 

greatly appreciated. 

                                                  ~Norma Brolsma 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Breakfast—Friendship Club 

Monday, August 1 
9:15am @  Green Mill in Fairmont  

 
Weather permitting, we will meet on the patio, 
if not they will have a section in the dining 
room ready for us.  They have a good (and rea-
sonable )breakfast special available for us to 
enjoy.  Everyone is welcome.  See you there! 

 
Collecting Through August 

Options Pregnancy Center Baby Shower 
 

The LWML will have a baby shower for Options 
Pregnancy Center.   Items that are most needed 
now are listed below.  Other baby clothing and 
items will also be accepted and appreciated. 
 
Items For Baby    
 Diapers sizes 4,5,6 
 Pull-ups 
 Similac Formula (blue, orange or purple lids) 
 Nail kits 
 Brush & comb sets 
 Thermometers 
 Receiving blankets  
 Sleeper Sack (by Halo) 
 Etc. 
 
Items for Moms 
 Nursing Pads 
 Deodorant and Lotion 
 Gift cards for gas or groceries 
 Etc. 
 

Options Pregnancy Center is so appreciative to 
receive the items from the baby shower we have 
each year for them.  We hope you can help us 
again this year with this mission project. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Blended Worship Service will be on 
Sunday, August 7 (9:00am).   
 
August Practice for the Praise Team will be 
on Wednesday the 3rd at 6:30pm.  If you 
like to sing consider joining our Praise 
Team. 

 

Memorial Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, August 2, 9:30 a.m. 

In Fireside room 



 
 
 LWML July 2022 Minutes 

      LWML Meeting was called to order by president Lynne Mulso. 
Vicar Jeff Hagen read a devotion titled “Mom Always Knows”.  
The June minutes were read and approved. The financial report was 
given and filed. 
Unfinished Business: 
• June coffees $562.70.  Group 2 begins on August 2. 
• Dorothy Behne volunteered to find a place to donate the socks 
that were collected. 
• President Lynne thanked everyone that helped to clean the 
kitchen and the store room. 
• Ardis Brolsma memorial gift will go to mites. Motion moved, se-
conded and carried. 
 

New Business 
• Kitchen extras were discussed. Pat Huse and Karen Brolsma were going to check the going pric-

es. 
• Dee Anderson will order a silverware holder for our buffet tables. 
• Group 2 will serve voters meeting on July 25. 
• VBS will be here July 18-22. They would like more volunteers. 
Mites were collected, The LWML Pledge and Lord’s Prayer and table prayer were said. Meeting was 
adjourned. 
Delicious lunch served by Janet & Marlys Kahler. 
Submitted by Connie Markquart      

Next Meeting is September 14 @ 2:00 pm

 

 

 

Connie Markquart 

will be leading a 

Wednesday morn-

ing Bible study this 

Fall.  Watch for 

more  details in 

the September 

newsletter and 

Sunday bulletins. 



Camp Omega Day Camp A Big Hit! 

          Camp Omega Day Camp was held at St. John’s the week of 

July 18-22 and it was a huge success!   

           A total of 72 campers registered and we had approxi-

mately 65 kids present each day.  Our three Camp Omega 

Guides were Emily and Dietrich (returned from last year) and 

Rylee.  The kids had a great time each day playing games, sing-

ing, learning a verse-of-the-day, crafts and Bible study. 

           The campers held a program Thursday night for parents, 

grandparents and other family members (approximately 160 

total) where they sang, recited their verse-of-the-day and later 

enjoyed pizza and fellowship. 

           The kids for both Camp Omega Day Camp and the Preschool/Kindergarten VBS (held in June) raised 

money and food for the local food shelf in Sherburn and they did a great job!  123 pounds of food was 

brought in and a total of $708.75 was raised and many bags and boxes of food to help stock the shelves.  

Thanks to the kids for supporting this great cause!  (see photo)  The food shelf/Heaven’s Table contacted us 

and informed us that the $708.75 will be used for the school food backpack program. 

 A huge thank you also goes out to Paul and Marlene Stueven for being great hosts to our three 

Camp Omega Counselors for the week.  Thank you also to the many volunteers, including our youth volun-

teers who helped with the camps this week, Lynne Mulso and the many adult volunteers who helped with 

crafts, food and supervising, to Molly & Steve Roben for supplying sack lunches for the counselors for the 

week, and to the volunteers who provided the many snacks for the hungry campers throughout the week. 



There’s Nothing Like Reading A Good Book 

        As I am writing this article I am thinking back over this past week when we 
had 72 youth and about 6 or so adults in the basement of the church, as part of 
the Camp Omega Day Camp week at St. John’s. 
       With the completion of Day Camp, our summer is beginning to wind away and 
I have been looking ahead to the month of September when we begin a new year 
in Confirmation Catechism instruction and also a new year in Sunday school. 
        Speaking of Sunday school, the Board of Education has been developing a 

new reading program for the students in Sunday school starting this fall.  It is based upon a similar program that 
the public school has had in place, and it works to build more family time with kids and their parents through 
reading. 
         I love to read a good book!  During the winter months when there isn’t much that I can do outdoors, I like to 
spend my evenings engrossed in a good book.  I am still old-fashioned when it comes to reading.  The computer/
iPad/smart phone screens are too small and hard on my eyes, so give me a book that I can feel, turn pages and 
put a bookmark in to mark my place any day!  When you have a good book with a great storyline, you see yourself 
taking part in the story and visually seeing the location through your mind; all which makes your reading all the 
more enjoyable and educational.   
         How many of you remember when you were growing up and books were read to you and others?  Maybe it 
might have been read by your mom or dad at home, or possibly at the library during the summer reading pro-
gram, or even at school, when the teacher would read a book to the class.   All of these bring back good memo-
ries, not just because you were learning about new adventures and stories, but also because you were having this 
experience with other family members and friends. 
         That is what the Board of Education is wanting to do with this reading program and teaching God’s Word and 
the stories of the Bible to our Sunday school students.  This program would have the kids taking subject-
appropriate and age-appropriate books home with them each week to read either to their parents or the parents 
would read to them, and then bring the book back the next week and find a new one or more to read.  By the end 
of the Sunday school year each student will have read many books (or have read to them) and this will help them 
in their education in the life of Christ and other people of the Bible.   Members of the Board of Ed will be reporting 
on more of the reading program in the coming months. 
         Even as you get older, reading is still the best thing you can do for your mind and your imagination because it 
keeps our mind sharp and it also allows us to get away from the other distractions of our everyday world.  That is 
exactly what God’s Word does for us.  The Bible and the scriptures we read keeps our mind sharpened with how 
God loves us, how Christ died for us and for our salvation, and how the various parables and stories teach us how 
we are to live as Christians.  If the struggles and pressures of this world get to be too much for you, the Bible is a 
good way to take away your focus on worldly things and learn why we should focus only on heavenly things.  A 
good friend once told me, “You are never too old to read – and that includes reading the Bible.” 
          In conjunction with the Sunday school reading program, an anonymous donation of a hog has been made to 
the Sunday school, so there will be a church-wide hog roast held at the church on Sunday evening, August 7 at 
5:00pm.  Those who attend are asked to bring a “dish to pass”.  Tableware and a drink will be provided.  This will 
be a free-will offering, with the proceeds going to the Sunday School reading program to help build up the reading 
library.  Check out the info in this month’s newsletter to put up on your ‘fridge’ as a reminder! 
          So, make sure you put August 7th at 5:00pm on your calendar (or if you are of the tech-generation, save it on 
your phone/iPad/etc.) for the Hog Roast and dust off your Bible and open it up.  There are lots of great parables 
and examples of God’s love for us inside! 
         May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, and guide you as we come together in our church home to 
worship, pray confidently, and read the Bible to sharpen our minds through our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

Vicar Jeff 



 

 

To:  St. John’s Church & Volunteers 
Thank you for allowing us to aid you in your 
youth ministry through Day Camp.  We have 
enjoyed getting to know your youth both 
young and older. We appreciated the support 

from all the volunteers 
while we ran our program. 
We greatly  enjoyed 
spending a night with your 
Jr. & Sr. youth as well.  We 
had a blast. Thanks again 
to everyone that made 

this week possible, God’s blessings on the 
rest of your summer. 
~Day Camp Counselors Rylee, Emily and  
Dietrich 

My Church 
 

     My church is composed of people like me. We 

make it what it is. It will be friendly, if I am. Its 

pews will be filled, if I help fill them. It will do 

great work, if I work. It will make generous gifts 

to many causes, if I am a generous giver. It will 

bring other people into its worship and fellow-

ship, if I bring them. 

     My church will be a church of loyalty and love, 

of fearlessness and faith, and a church with a 

noble spirit, if I, who make it what it is, am filled 

with those things. 

     Therefore, with the help of God, I shall dedi-

cate myself to the task of being all the things 

that I want my church to be! 

On Sunday, July 31 the National Youth 
Gathering Participants from St. John’s 
will be sharing experiences of their 
trip during the worship service. 
 
 
Many thanks to the members of St. 
John’s for their support they have 
shown the youth to help make this trip 
happen. 
 
Thank you to our chaperones for all 
their work, guidance, and giving of 
their time.  Thanks Jennifer, Jessica, 
Chad, Mandi,, Sheri and Pastor Steve. 
 
It took a lot of work and organization 
with scheduling events, transportation, 
hotels, etc. for this trip and we thank 
Mandi and Sheri for all that they did. 
 
We thank and praise God for his many 
blessings during this wonderful trip the 
youth experienced . 
~St. John’s Youth 
 



  



  17 Breanne Steuber 
18 Kyson Erickson 
18 Mark Larson 
18 Mallory Rudolph 
19 Sawyer Sinn 
19 Jeff Markquart 
19 Amy Nelson 
19 Judith Nielson 
20 Tom Finke 
20 Sharon Huse 
20 Brian Olson 
20 Scott Schwager 
20 Emily Ziemer 
21 Bryce Borkenhagen 
21 Steve Runge 
22 Earl Cordes 
22 David Janssen 
22 Macie Kneeland 
23 Violet Lingle 
24 Kelly Claussen 
24 Doug Dunker 
24 Jeremy Gibson 
24 Heidi Howard 
24 Ava Kitzmann 
24 Broc Weber 
25 Kolton Larson 
25 Ethel Hagen 
25 Narayan Nagalingam 
25 Josh Roben 
26 Seth Ringnell 
27 Rachel Amborn 
27 Dawn Duncan 
27 Rod Duncan 
27  Rod Hanson 
27 Wayne Nolte 
27 Alexis Ringnell 
27 Tyson Thate 
28 Jordan Holm 
28  Barb Hagen 
28 Riann Kitzmann 
29 Laura Potthoff 
30  Matthias Bliesmer 
30 Aubrey House 
30  Sarah Potthoff  
31 Lori Bettin 
31  Paige Crosby 
31 Lynette Laue 
31  Doug Rosenberg 

1  Chuck & Angel Brantner 
1 Jacob & Jessica Korte 
1  Eldon & Laura Potthoff 
2     David & Brittany Anderson 
4  Kurt & Deb Jans 
6 Jerry & Val Gaalswyk  
6 Dan & Katie Klug 
6 Dick & Janet Lepird 
6 Ron & Lana Morris 
6 Randy & Teresa Stahn 
7 Chris & Macie Kahler 
8 Ross & Cindy Bettin 
8 Ross & Melissa Cutler 
8 Nate & Sara Klima 
9 Seth & Jennifer Kahler 
9 Jeff & Sheri Markquart 
10 Tim & Chris Eisenmenger 
10 Mark & Michelle Rosen 
12 Dave & Connie Cain 
13 Steve & Peggy Meade 
14 Todd & Angela Lange 
17 Doyle & Sharon Moeller 
19 Steve & Lori Meyer 
19 Jamie & Deb Williamson 
19 Ethan & Renae Thate 
21 Ryan & Hillary Anderson 
23 Ken & Myrna Peters 
24 Greg & Jennifer Beseke 
24 Matt & Jessa Heller 
25 Tony & Emily Kuhlers 
25 Mike & Linda Schwager 
26 Chuck & Sheryl Larson 
27 Tom & Diane Nelson 
28 Dustyn & Leah Hartung 
28 Jory & Krista Wagenman 
29 Tyler & Kali Franzen 
31 Kurt & Karen Koehler 
31 Steve & Molly Roben 

1 Olivia Anderson 
1  Guy Rudolph 
1  Jory Wagenman 
2  Pat Chase 
2  Isaac Howard 
2 Erin Meyers 
2 Piper Lasch 
3 Knox Larson 
3 Marlene Thiesse 
4 Abigail Bednarek 
4 Jaime Bliesmer 
4 Doyle Moeller 
4 Brian Vanden Berg 
5 Makena Larson 
5 Marla Anderson 
5 Josh Eisenmenger 
5 Brock Lange 
6 Amy Crissinger 
6 Mike Ringnell 
6 Beulah Rosenberg 
6 Lynn Thate 
7 Deb Keithahn 
7 Whitney Smith 
7 Tracy Steele 
7 Derek Behrens 
8 Chad Cheeseman 
8 Ann Harris 
8 Marlene Kuntz 
8 Kenny Morris 
8 Kathleen Potts 
8 Haley Sharp 
9 Racheal Crissinger 
9 Tammy Gregory 
9 Kent Meyers 
9 Verna Jans 
10 Finch Crawford 
10 Valeria Holm 
10 Katelyn Hummel 
10 Jessica Korte 
10 Randy Nelson 
12 Stephanie Gill 
13 Eldon Potthoff 
14 Lisa Lange 
15 Nick Beseke 
15 Tammy Kuehl 
17  Ryker Morgan 
 

Church Attendance 
Sunday July 3   132 

July 6  Youth Commissioning  122 
Sunday, July 10  126 

July 17  135 
July 24  128 



 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour 

Radio Broadcast:  KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. 

August 7  "These Are Not Our Kind of People"  Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann   
Prejudice says, "These are not our kind of people." Charity says, "These are all people for whom Christ died." 
(Matthew 5:43-48) 
 
August 14  "Everything Is So Expensive"  Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 
Everything is so expensive-but do we really need everything?  (Luke 12:15) 
 
August 21  "Facing the Worst"  Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 
(John 11:25-26) 
 
August 28  "The Vision We Need"  Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 
(Romans 8:18-23) 

St. John’s Lutheran Church                                           

317 South Main Street   

P.O. BOX 760                                                   

Sherburn, Minnesota  56171 

 

   

 

 

 




