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St. John’s Lutheran Church—Sherburn, Minnesota 

317 South Main, Box 760, Sherburn, Minnesota 
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Pastor:  Rev. Steven D. Wilson (507)236-1181 

Vicar:  Mr. Jeff Hagen  (507)236-3114 

Stop, Look and Listen 
 

Lent, the season of the church year that’s associated 

with repentance, begins on Ash Wednesday (March 

2 this year). While some people deny themselves by 

giving up something for Lent, others prepare for 

Easter through special Bible studies or devotions. 

 

Christians observe Lent for these reasons: 

 

• It causes us to STOP. Lent says, “Stop and rest 

awhile,” as well as “Stop doing wrong.” 

 

• It tells us to LOOK. Look inward for an honest self-

examination. Look upward to see the cross of Christ 

offering healing and love. Look forward to the hope 

of the Resurrection. 

 

• It tells us to LISTEN. Listen to the words of Christ. 

Listen to the voice of God. Listen to the winds of the 

Spirit of God. 

Stop, look and listen. These three words aren’t only 

important for our safety in travel; they’re also helpful 

for our journey through the 40 days of Lent. 



Whiter Than Snow 
 

“Purify me, from sin with hyssop, and I will be clean. 
Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

Psalm 51:7  
 

As I write my newsletter for this month the meteorologists are forecasting 2 to 4 
inches of snow with strong and cold winds for our area.  I find myself as I am 
getting older that I don’t enjoy a good snow fall as I once did when I was young-
er.  When I was teenager and into my twenties I loved to see it snow and had 

lots of fun playing in it. Not so much these days. Today, I see it as work and something that I have to remove 
from my driveway. I no longer see it with the same eyes or attitude as I did years ago.   However, I must say 
when it snows it makes everything look so clean and white. It covers up the ugliness of winter and makes it 
look pure. 
 
King David used the words purify, clean, wash, and snow in his penitential prayer to God after committing 
adultery with another man’s wife.  A terrible sin in itself, but then he tried to cover it up by killing this wom-
an’s husband.  God sent the Prophet Nathan to confront King David with regards to his sin. The result of this 
confrontation led King David to see and acknowledge his sinfulness.  He pleaded with God to have mercy on 
him and to blot out his transgressions.  This penitential prayer is recorded in 
Psalm 51 from which I draw upon verse 7 for my theme: “Purify me, from sin 
with hyssop, and I will be clean. Wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.”  
 
How can we become whiter than snow when sin remains in us and sticks to 
us?  Because of our sins, we are never as clean and holy as we should be.  
But we have received baptism, which is also pure.  We have received God’s 
Word, which is also pure.  And through baptism and God’s Word, we have received Christ’s blood, which is 
absolutely pure.  Because of the purity we receive in faith through Christ, we can certainly say that we are 
whiter than snow.  Our sin is covered by the purity and innocence of Christ, which we receive when we hear 
and believe God’s Word.  We should keep in mind, though that this purity comes from completely outside of 
ourselves.  In other words, Christ clothes us with his own perfection. 
 
If we look at a Christian apart from Christ and see him or her as they really are, we would notice how much 
they are contaminated by sin.  Even if they are fine people, we would not only see that they are thoroughly 
contaminated, but also that they are covered over with a thick, dark film of sin.  If someone tried to separate 
us from Christ and take away our baptism and God’s promises, we would no longer have Christ purity.  We 
would be left with nothing but sin. 
 
So when someone asks you, “If sin always sticks to people, how can they be washed so clean that they are 
whiter than snow?”  Our answer to that question is that we are not a people of our own, but we are a people 
in Christ.  In Christ we are pure, clean, washed, and are whiter than snow. 
 
The season of Lent begins this Wednesday, March 2, at 6:00.  Our theme is: “Witnesses to Christ.” 
Throughout Lent through the eyes of witnesses we will come to know Christ as the One who comes to cover 
up the ugliness of our sin and makes us to be whiter than snow.  
 
Blessings to you this Lenten (Spring) Season! 
~Pastor Steve 



 

 

 

 

Pastoral Visits 

Due to the privacy act, if you are hospitalized and 
would like a visit from the pastor or to be includ-
ed in the prayers, you or a family member need to 
contact Pastor Wilson, Vicar Jeff, or the church 
office. 

Witnesses to Christ: People from His Passion 

      Ash Wednesday, March 2 is when we begin the season of Lent.  Throughout the 40 days of Lent we will 

be sharing worship with St. Paul’s in Wilbert and Our Savior’s in Ceylon.  We will focus on “Witnesses to 

Christ: People from His Passion”. 

                                                                                       This year’s series paints a stunning portrait of Jesus through 
the eyes of those whose interactions with Jesus lead us to med-
itate on His Passion as recorded by St. John in his Gospel. 
     During Lent, our life in Christ will be strengthened as we 
hear the witness of those who were present as part of Jesus’ 
journey to the cross. Along the way, we’ll meet villains, such as 
Barabbas and Pontius Pilate; sinners, such as Peter (who denied 
Jesus three times), Mary Magdalene (who was possessed by 
seven demons), and Judas Iscariot (who betrayed Jesus for thir-
ty pieces of silver); as well as others. 
      Pastor Wilson, Pastor Reimers and Vicar Jeff Hagen will be 
rotating in preaching each week through the three churches 
and will bring you the stories of the people from Christ’s pas-
sion. 
      Join us for 6:00 pm worship at St. John’s every Wednesday 

evening, March 2 – April 6, for worship followed by a time of 

food and fellowship afterwards in the basement.   

  March 2—Youth Serve potato bake 

  March 9—Parish Board Serve BBQ’s 

  March16—Elders Serve 

  March 23—Stewards Serve 

         March 30—Trustees Serve 

         April 6—Education Serve 



 

Friendship Club Event For March 

St. John’s Friendship Club  will meet on Monday, March 7 at 11:30am. 

(note change of time).    We’ll start with a light lunch of homemade 

chicken noodle soup or homemade chili with breadsticks.  After 

lunch, we will watch  the Sight and Sound Theatre production of 

“Jesus” filmed in Branson, MO.  This film takes us from the streets of 

Jerusalem on the miraculous journey alongside the most famous per-

son ever to walk the earth and the everyday people whose lives he 

changed forever.  This is a two hour movie, so we will take a short 

break for refreshments between Act 1 and Act 2. 

 

 

 

Praise Team will practice on Wednesday 

nights after the Lent suppers.  If interested 

in being a part of the Praise Team contact 

Mary Peterson (507)301-2101. 

Next Blended Worship service will be at 

both services on March 27.  Come join us in 

worship and singing! 

Sherburn Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, March 6 @ MCH High School 

9:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

Proceeds for Holiday Festival 

 

Sherburn Lions Club Prime Rib Supper 

Saturday, April 2 @ Sherburn Legion 

5:00-7:30 p.m. 

$22/person presale   $25/person at door 

Tickets can be purchased from Lions club 

members, Ringnell Insurance, Amborn Lum-

ber, Bank Midwest and at the door. 

Calling Committee 

It was decided at the October quarterly voters’ meeting that the elders form a call committee 

with regards to another staff person that would work mainly with the youth and young par-

ents.  Those who volunteered to be on this committee are the following:  Darren Thate, Sheri 

Markquart, Mike Ringnell, Connie Markquart, Steve Roben, Nathan Amborn, Michele Baker, 

and Jason Anderson.  We are also reaching out to the high school youth for representation on 

this committee.  This committee would work alongside our elders and or president of the con-

gregation.  There will be a meeting for this committee on Monday, March 7 at 6:30 pm. 



The Number “40” 

     As we begin our season of Lent on March 2nd, I am reminded of the num-
ber “40”.  Why?  Partially because since beginning my studies at the semi-
nary I am finding more parallels in the Bible, both old and new testaments, 
and also finding many things that are tied together by numbers.  How many 
people did God save on the ark?  Eight.  How many sides are there on our 
baptismal fount?  Eight.  How many sections is the book of Psalms divided 
into?  Five.  How many types of offerings are found in Leviticus?  Five.  How 
many books are in the Torah?  Five.  And so on and so on. 

      During this time of Lent, the number 40 is used in many ways.  The number 40 stresses the theme or a time 
of testing and judgement.  The number 40 is used many times throughout the Bible:  When God destroyed the 
earth with water it rained 40 days and 40 nights.  After Moses killed the Egyptian he fled to Midian, where he 
spent 40 years in the desert tending flocks of sheep.  Moses was on Mount Sinai for 40 days and 40 nights.  The 
Law specified a maximum number of lashes a man could receive for a crime, setting the limit at 40.  The Israel-
ites wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. 
      In the New Testament, Jesus was tempted for 40 days and 40 nights.  It’s from these 40 days of temptation 
that we get the 40 days of Lent.  
      Every year, Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and is always 46 days before East-
er Sunday.  Lent is a 40-day season (not counting Sundays) marked by repentance, 
fasting, reflection and ultimately celebration.  The 40-day period represents 
Christ’s time of temptation in the wilderness, where he fasted and where Satan 
tempted him.   During Lent, we are challenged to set aside time for focusing on 
Christ’s life, ministry, sacrifice, and resurrection.  
      During this time of Lent, I challenge all of us to focus our eyes on Jesus’ journey 
toward the cross, which readies us for the celebration of Easter.  But as we do, we 
also journey through all the other seasons of life, along with this season of Lent, 
when Satan is sure to tempt us and society itself taints us.  Keeping our eyes set on 
the cross of Christ, the forgiveness He has won for us, the hope He has achieved 
for us and the life He gives to us gives us the focus we need in our life ahead. 
     Like Jesus, we need the Word of God upon our hearts, in our minds and on our tongues as we bear up under 
the daily temptations we face.  It is only the Word of God that can guide us in the way of truth.  It is the Word 
of God that saves us.  Satan cannot bear up under the power of God’s Word, but he will still try every angle to 
get us to doubt God’s Word.  Satan knows our weaknesses and our desires.  Satan loves to attack our worship 
of God.  If he doesn’t hesitate to tempt Jesus in His worship, he sure won’t hesitate to tempt us to disorder our 
worship life.  Power, prestige, money, materialism, fear – all things that our society worships and feeds upon.  
Jesus reminds us to be fortified with the Word of God against Satan’s temptations.  Besides hearing God’s 
Word given to us in worship on Sundays, you can also hear His Word as we travel through Lent. 
      This year’s Lenten Theme is “Witnesses to Christ:  People from His Passion”.  Pastor Wilson, Pastor Reimers 
and myself will be rotating churches and messages each week, so you will see each of us at least once, if not 
twice at St. John’s during this Lenten season.  This year’s series will give us a look through the eyes of those 
who interacted with Jesus during His time on earth.  Join us for worship every Wednesday at 6pm beginning 
March 2nd, and it will be followed by a meal and time of fellowship afterwards.  Join us at church, in person, 
and share in the fellowship of God’s people! 
       May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, and guide you as we come together in our church home 
to worship, have fellowship and receive God’s gifts from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Vicar Jeff 



 

 

 

 

 

  March 2—Ash Wednesday Potato Bake 

  March 23—Sr. High FFF, 6:00 p.m. at the church 

  

 

 

 

Thank You 

 

Thank you to Janet Kahler and Marlys 
Kahler for providing and serving all we 
could eat tacos with all the fixings and 
yummy bars for our Sr. High FFF night 
and parent meeting in January. 

 

Thank you to those that supported the 
Youth’s pancake fundraiser on Febru-
ary 6  We also want to thank the Sher-
burn Fire Department and Sherburn 
Lions for the use of the pancake equip-
ment, and the Fire Department mem-
bers that worked to make pancakes all 
morning.  We added approximately 
1,200 to our fundraising efforts! 

 

Thank you also for the very generous 
support that was received again this 
year for our Envelope Fundraiser. This 
was by far the biggest fundraiser of 
the year, and we are so, so thankful 
that we are on track to meet our goal 
of $65,000 by July 1st with this and our 
other planned fundraisers between 
now and then. THANK YOU again for 
helping to fund this life-changing trip 
for nearly 40 of our area young peo-
ple! 

 

OOPS – we missed something im-
portant!  In our December newsletter, 
we neglected to properly thank 
Thrivent and Barb Hagen for her use of 
Action Funds to help offset costs for 
the LWML Fall Harvest Lunch. We are 
very appreciative of their ongoing sup-
port for many years! Thank you, 
Thrivent!  

 

The youth will be serving the Ash Wednesday Pota-

to Bake on 

March 2. If 

you are inter-

ested in 

bringing a 

salad or des-

sert, check 

the church 

facebook 

page for the sign-up link. We hope you can join us 

for some good food and fellowship as we begin our 

Lent season and our journey to the cross. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
7th & 8th Grade Confirmation 

 
There will be no confirmation 
classes for 7th & 8th grade on 
Wednesday, March 2.   
 
 
Classes for both 7th & 8th grade 
for March 9, 16, and 23 and 30 will 
be the normal start time of 3:45. 

 

No Jr. High Food.Fun.Faith  
for the month of March. 

 

Thank you to Jeremy & Chelsea 

Wink for donating 25 wooden dow-

els that will be used by the Sunday 

school. 

 

Have you ever considered sending your child (or 
grandchild) to Camp Omega? They have many, 
many summer camp opportunities available with 
fun activities such as swimming, archery, canoeing, 
arts & crafts, and more! Sleep in traditional cabins, 
or treehouse cabins. Attend horse camp, art camp, 
high ropes and adventure camp, family camp, and 
many more! Visit their website to see all that they 
have to offer! What a great way to help your child 
grow in their faith journey while having fun with 
friends!  https://campomega.org  

Thrivent Action Funds – If you are 
a Thrivent member and are inter-
ested in using your Action Funds 
to help offset costs for one of our 
future fundraisers, please email 
youth@sjlsherburn.com to let us 
know and we’ll be in touch when 
needed.  

Pastor Wilson, Jessica and Raef Omvig, Jill and Cade Wil-

liamson, Josh Roben, Kale Larson, Malaki Runkle, and Lu-

cas Larson worked a shift for Kids Against Hunger at the 

Fairmont Armory on Saturday, February 12. This has be-

come an annual tradition for our youth group as one of 

the ways that we can serve others.  96,600 meals were 

packed that day! 

https://campomega.org
mailto:youth@sjlsherburn.com


 

The LWML thanks you for bringing in your receipts as 
we work toward the $150,000.00 goal.  Please contin-
ue to drop off your Fairmont Fareway and Fairmont 
HyVee grocery receipts.  Fairmont HyVee prescription 
and gas receipts are also accepted. 

LWML  Meeting Minutes 
February 9, 2022 

     President Lynne Mulso called the meeting to  or-
der. Vicar Jeff Hagen installed new officers:  vice 
president Judy Hybbert, treasurer Marlene Stueven, 
LWML board Mary Lange, zone delegate Diane Nel-
son. 
     Secretary’s report was read and approved. 
Correspondence was read. Marlene Stueven gave 
treasurer’s report and was placed on file. 
     Diane Nelson reported on grocery receipts. We 
will have 1,000 coming from HyVee. Diane will thank 
the congregation on Sunday at beginning of service 
for all their help in saving receipts and helping with 
gifts for caring tree. 
     Lois Ziemer made motion to give Karis Hagen $100 
for speaking at our Guest Day in December. Second-
ed by Judy Hybbert. Motion passed.  
     Voters’ meeting was served by Group 1. 
     Memorial gift from Ardis Brolsma of $1,007.50 
was discussed. Motion as made to put it in general 
savings account by Karen Brolsma, seconded by Dee 
Anderson, motion carried. 
     Motion was made by Judy Hybbert that kitchen 
cleaning be scheduled for April 20 at 9:00 a.m. Se-
conded by Marlene Kuntz, motion passed. 
     The secretary will keep the LWML bulletin board 
updated. 
     Diane Nelson read the standing rules.  Marlys 
Kahler made a motion we approve them. Karen 
Brolsma seconded, motion carried. 
     Connie Markquart will make a few more purple 
stockings. 
     Kevin Barnett our seminary student we are helping 
we haven’t heard from him. Pastor and Jeff will con-
tact seminary and get message to him. 
     Zone board meeting will be March 12.  South dis-
trict convention will be June 16-18. Mites were col-
lected. Judy Hybbert read about Training Pastors at 
seminary in Siberia-Mission project for $100,000. 
The birthday song was sung for Norma Brolsma, Pas-
tor Wilson and Vicar Jeff Hagen. 
     The LWML Pledge was said. Lord’s Prayer and Ta-
ble Prayer were prayed. 
     Motion to adjourn was made by Marlene Kuntz,  
seconded by Roberta Garbers. A delicious lunch was 
served by Dee Anderson. 

Next Meeting—March 9 @ 2:00 p.m. 
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Church Events Cancellations 
 

Please listen to the following radio stations 
and also check your emails for cancellations 
of church events 
 
Fairmont  KSUM 1370 AM and 106.5 Lakes 
FM 
 
Blue Earth  KJLY 104.5 FM 
 
Jackson  KKOJ 1190 AM and KRAQ 105.7 FM 
 
You can also check the church website & 
Facebook 

Website:   
sjlsherburn.com 

Facebook@stjohnslutheransherburnmn 



 

Three Three Gifts 

“Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks 
in his ways!  You shall eat the fruit of the labor of 
our hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well 
with you” (Ps. 128:1-2). 
 
Fear, faith and stewardship.  Three things that go 
together.  And it isn’t because you can have faith 
that any talk of stewardship will create fear in the 
hearers!  These three seemingly unique topics go 
together because they flow from the same source 
the Lord Himself. 
 
Created by God, the steward is accountable.  This 
accountability was originally without fear.  The 
steward worked and kept (Gen. 2:15) the creation 
called into existence by the Lord.  That arrange-
ment lasted until sin came into the equation. Then 
fear came with it. Adam and Eve hid from their ac-
countability in fear of the Lord. To fail as a steward 
in this way deserves death.  From that moment on, 
as stewards they would never fully measure up. 
Death is the lasting legacy. 
 
Until Jesus! When the simple gift of Jesus is offered 
in the babe of Bethlehem and the Christ of the 
cross, fear gives way to faith. Jesus took accounta-
bility for our failed stewardship and we were re-
stored. Baptized into Christ, the Holy Spirit creates 
faith which leads to a restoration of faithful stew-
ardship Set on this new path the steward’s account-
ability is balanced between fear and faith. We know 
that we are accountable to live and work for the 
Lord. When we succeed, it is to God’s credit.  

When we fail, our faith in Christ leads us to confes-
sion and absolution, which once again sets us on the 
path of faithful stewardship. 
 
This use of God’s simple gifts is captured in the 
words of the psalmist. Fear of the Lord leads to 
work. Work leads to blessing. Faith sees this blessing 
as a gift from God. The baptized steward sees this 
and clearly confesses that it is indeed well with us. 
May the Lord lead us to this triune stewardship of 
His simple gifts! 
 

 
Prayer 
Lord as Your stewards, we work in fear of our 
shortcomings and sin, in faith in Christ’s redemp-
tion and restoration and eager desire to serve as 
faithful stewards of Your simple gifts. Lead us by 
grace through faith to see, rejoice and serve in 
this faithful stewardship! As You have blessed us 
with Your work in Jesus, may our work as stew-
ards be a blessing to others. Amen. 



  19  Hayden Hartung 
 Shawna Webster 
20  Gerry Wedner 
21  Matt Holtz 
 Aaron Klima 
 Joe Schultz 
22  Sage Gerhardt 
 Steve Meade 
 Thomas Wilson 
23  Huxley Clow 
 Jeanne Nelson 
 Drew Ringnell 
24  Becky Mulso 
25  Todd Lange 
26  Val Gaalswyk 
 Julie Grill 
 Morgan Ringnell 
 Leslie Truesdell 
27  Watson Crosby 
 Megan Raley 
28  Ryan Baker 
 Eleanor Rosenberg 
 Jane Weseman 
 Matt Zender 
29  Nick Wedner 
30  David Crissinger 
 Miranda Hanson 
 Gloria Maschoff 
31  Tom Beseke 
 Jakob Clow 
 Marlys Kahler 
 Margie Kelley 

1  Dennis & Sue Crissinger 
6  Garland & Kathy Hendricksen 
16  Don & Lyn Laue 
22  Lance & Tiffanie Waldee 
25  Ryan & Janet Kahler 
28  Todd & Renee Amborn 
 

1  Layne Asmus 
 Jenna House 
2  Jacob Flohrs 
3  Grace Steffen 
3  Robb Larson 
4  Jina Behne 
 Biny Claussen 
5  Chris Lindholm 
6  Pauline Steffen 
7  Gentry Chase 
 Laura Claussen 
 Molly Klima 
8  Zac Ringnell 
9  Sydney Beseke 
10  Grant Koehnen 
 Sue Nelson 
 Charity Ringnell 
11  Mary Brolsma 
 Nancy Hansen 
 Brian Krumwiede 
 Lois Ziemer 
12  Lillian Madden 
 Kylee Rowen 
 Alicia Trueblood 
13  Jennifer Kuehl 
 Lynne Mulso 
 Annison Rosenberg 
14  Doreen Burmeister 
 Sandra Fischer 
 Sam Meixell 
 Jayne VanderWert 
15  Cathy Brandt 
 Noah Meixell 
 Christina Olson 
 Molly Roben 
 A’ja Ross 
16  Dona Anderson 
 Joyce Ask 
 Chuck Brantner 
 Ruby Roben 
 Owen Runkle 
 Jarvis Weber 
17  Tom Nelson 
 Lily Truesdell 
18  Theresa Anderson 
 Paul Weseman 
 

Growing Hope Globally 
In a world where people are looking for dignity, hope and inspiration, Growing 
Hope Globally provides U.S. farmers, their churches, and their surrounding 
communities an opportunity to help end world hunger through our volun-
teered Growing Projects.  Mark Swanson, regional director of Growing Projects 
Developments spoke at our Ministerium meeting in January with regards to 
area churches working together on a project to help financially support grow-
ing hope globally.  Each church would like to have two or three volunteers  to 
work with us pastors in helping form a project for our churches to work togeth-
er to help support this outreach.  This would be a great opportunity for our 
congregation to work with other congregations as a Christian witness of our 
love and concern for others in our world.  We will meet on Monday, March 14 
at 6:30 pm at Ole’s Café’ in Trimont.  If interested please contact Pastor Steve 
or Vicar Jeff.  Thank you for your prayerful consideration. 

 
Church Attendance 

 
February 6:  133 

February 13:   153 
February 20:  156 

 



 



 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour 

Radio Broadcast:  KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. 

 

March 6  "One Thing Needful"  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The Bible is not a Magic 8-ball; it's a portal into a new world.  (Luke 10: 38-42) 

March 13  "No Room for Demons"  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Why did God allow evil? The Bible doesn't answer that question. The question it does answer is, "In spite of 
evil, what will God do?"  (Luke 11:14-28) 

March 20  "Everything I Have Is Yours"  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Being very bad can get one lost, but so can being very good.  (Luke 15:1-32) 

March 27  "TBD"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Jason Broge 

(Acts 2:22-36) 

St. John’s Lutheran Church                                           

317 South Main Street   

P.O. BOX 760                                                   

Sherburn, Minnesota  56171 

 

   

 

 

 


