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Jesus is my Valentine; I talk to Him each day. 

He never, never leaves me; and always listens when I pray. 

Yes He is my Valentine; there is no love like His. 

He is the heart of all that is; for Him I breathe and live. 

He’s a Valentine that never lies; never breaks. 

He always has forgiven me; for all my past mistakes. 

If you only knew my Valentine; you would love Him too. 

For His love is always perfect; His love is always true. 

So if your heart is longing; for a love that never ends  

For someone that is faithful; you know you can depend. 

Call upon my Valentine; He’ll wash away your sin. 

He will be your Valentine; and your dearest, dearest friend. 



God Keeps His Promises 
“For you who fear My name, the sun of righteousness 

Shall rise with healing in its wings.” Malachi 4:2 
 

     Throughout the Old Testament God kept His promises to His people even though 
they continually turned away from Him by worshipping the false gods of other na-
tions. God sent prophets to announce His anger over the sins committed by both 
kings and the people under their rule.  Like Josiah and Hezekiah, some kings returned 
to following God’s commands, but most became more and more evil. 
     God in His wrath after repeatedly calling for repentance, and famines and wars, 

after miracles and promises of salvation, He brought His judgement upon both Israel and Judah.  First, the Assyrians 
under took all the people of the land of Israel and scattered them throughout their empire.  Then, about 140 years 
later, the Babylonians under king Nebuchadnezzar carried away most of the people of Judah and destroyed the 
temple and the walls of Jerusalem.  God cut the people off from the land in punishment for their sins. 
     But God did not forget His people. He saved them from death and even made them valuable leaders in their new 
countries.  God promised them “a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  God also gave a future promise when He 
would send Jesus to restore the kingdom of God.  
     After 70 years in captivity, King Cyrus of Persia announced that he would send the Jewish people back to Jerusa-
lem to rebuild the temple and the city of Jerusalem and its walls would be rebuilt.  God had kept His promise 
through the prophets Ezekiel and Jeremiah that the people would return to the land of Judah.  Their time of testing 
in exile was over. 
      Ezra and Nehemiah not only led God’s people in rebuilding, they also called the people back to obeying God.  At 
the dedication of the temple and the city walls, the people pledged to walk in God’s commands. The people rejoiced 
that they were able to worship God in the rebuilt temple, that God granted safety behind the city’s rebuilt walls, 
and that the nations surrounding them realized that God was watching over them.   
     God used Malachi to announce once again His plans for sending a Savior.  First there would be a messenger, a 
second Elijah, to prepare the way.  Then, the “messenger of the covenant,” the “sun of righteousness” would come 
to His temple.  About 400 hundred years after Malachi, God sent John the Baptist, who announced the coming of 
the Lamb of God.  Then Jesus, King David’s descendant, entered the city of Jerusalem and worshipped God in the 
temple. In Jesus, the righteous One of God, the whole world would find healing from sin. 
     The Jewish people had to wait in exile, praying to God to return them to Jerusalem.  In His own time, God kept 
His promise, and the city of Jerusalem, the walls, and temple were rebuilt. 
     Throughout the Old Testament, God’s people waited for the Messiah.  For thousands of years – from Adam and 
Eve to the time of Malachi and for about 400 hundred years after him – people wondered if now was the time God 
would keep His promise.   
     Through the prophets God prophesied His judgement against His unrepented people, the fall of Jerusalem, the 
destroying of the city and temple, their exile to foreign countries; but also, the promise of redemption, return from 
exile, and the reconstruction of both Jerusalem and the temple.  It may seem odd, but if God didn’t keep His prom-
ise to take away the kingdoms of Israel and Judah because of their sinfulness, how could we believe that God would 
keep His promise to send a Savior. 
     The story of the fall of Jerusalem in some ways is our own story.  We like the children of Israel have angered God 
through our acts of sin and rebellion and deserve His wrath and to be exiled (disciplined and punished) because of 
them.  But just like the children of Israel we need to repent of our sins and pray that God will forgive us.  God indeed 
hears our prayers, as He did the children of Israel, and has returned us to His good favor through His Son Jesus 
Christ who atoned for our sins by the way of the cross and the empty tomb. The promises of God throughout the 
Old Testament have all been fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  Jesus, the Son of righteousness, has risen and brought us heal-
ing (salvation).  
     We need to pray for our country that our president, elected officials, and all who serve, represent, and govern us 
will do so in the ways and commandments of God.    
In the promises of God, 
Pastor Steven Wilson 



There’s No Place Like Home 

     In my children’s message on Sunday, January 23rd I asked the kids if 
they ever saw the movie, “The Wizard of Oz” and then I asked them what 
Dorothy said when she clicked the heels of her ruby slippers together 
three times.  I received the answer in an enthusiastic reaction, “There’s no 
place like home!”. 
     I’m sure many of you can relate to that statement because no matter 
how far we travel or stray, we know that when we return, there truly is no 
place like home.  I also explained to the kids that they not only have a 

home where they live with their family, but they also have a home here at St. John’s where they come to worship 
with their church family. 
     When we were baptized, God welcomes us into His Kingdom through the water and the word.  The waters 
from the fount, added with the Word of God, cleanses us from the sin that we were born into and throughout our 
lives reminds us that we are children of God, saved through the waters of baptism and the body and blood of our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, given to us through the Sacrament of Holy Communion.  Also, through baptism, this child be-
comes part of our church family, as the fellow members in the body of Christ welcome them into our “home” at 
St. John’s.  Just like a home is where parents nurture their children by feeding and providing for them, St. John’s – 
their church home – feeds them by teaching them the Word of God and nurtures them in their faith through Sun-
day school, Confirmation and Bible studies throughout their time in the church home. 
     That is why it is so important that we as fellow members in the body of Christ know St. John’s as their church 
home.  Throughout the past couple years, we have seen many of our members stay away from their church home, 
maybe finding it easier to stay home and watch the worship service on live stream, or maybe letting other things 
hold a higher priority on a Sunday morning than attending worship in their church home.  Yes, we miss our broth-
ers and sisters who have not come “home” to church in a long time, but even more so, we are concerned for them 
because they are not receiving the fellowship with their church family, and more importantly are not receiving the 
gifts God gives to them through worship and in the Sacrament, the physical body and blood of Christ.  As their 
brothers and sisters in Christ, we need to encourage those who have not come to their church home in a while to 
“come back home” and join us in worship – in God’s House here at St. John’s. 
    One other home I pointed out to the kids during 
my message was our eternal home, and that is in 
heaven.  We all look forward to the day when we will 
leave this earthly home and be united with other fel-
low Christians in the Kingdom of God.  I am reminded 
of this whenever I sing or hear the hymn, “I’m But a 
Stranger Here”, which is sung many times at funerals.  
The words in the first verse say it all for me:   
I'm but a stranger here, Heaven is my home; 
Earth is a desert drear; Heaven is my home: 
Danger and sorrow stand ‘round me on every hand; 
Heaven is my fatherland, Heaven is my home. 
 
Yes, there truly is “No Place Like Home”! 
 
     May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, 
and guide you as we come together in our church 
home to worship, have fellowship and receive God’s 
gifts from our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Vicar Jeff 



 

 

We’re having our annual Valentines 
Party at the Pizza Ranch in Fairmont on 
Monday, February 7 at 11:30.  Every-
one is welcome, bring some friends, 
relatives, mere acquaintances.  The 
more the merrier.  See you there.   

 

Wednesday Morning 
Bible Study 
9:30 a.m.  

through February 23 
 
We are studying “Messy People of the Bible” - 
Life lessons from imperfect Biblical heroes. 

Join us for the last four sessions of this study! 

Thank you Connie for leading the study. 

 

 

Pastoral Visits 

Due to the privacy act, if you are hospitalized and 
would like a visit from the pastor or to be includ-
ed in the prayers, you or a family member need to 
contact Pastor Wilson, Vicar Jeff, or the church 
office. 



Sunday school grades 1-6 will sing on Febru-

ary 13 at the end of the 8:00 service and the 

beginning of the 10:30 service  Please meet 

in the fireside room by 8:40. 

 

Preschool and Kindergarten will be singing on 

February 20 at the end of the 8:00 and begin-

ning of the 10:30 service.  Please met in the 

fireside room by 8:40. 

Sunday school offering for the second 
half of the year will be sent to Nickels 
for Nets.  The mission provides life sav-
ing mosquito nets to other children in 
third world countries. Each mosquito 
net is $8.00 or 160 nickels.  These nets 
are provided to children for their beds 
so that they are able to remain healthy 
and also get a good night’s sleep. 

 
 

Sunday school is need of 50 wooden 

dowels.  They need to be 1/2 inch 

diameter and three feet long.  You 

can drop them off at the church 

office.  Thank you. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jr and Sr High Calendar of Events 

 

Nov 3rd – Jr High FFF right after confirmation until 

4pm 

Nov 3rd – Sr High FFF meet at church at 2pm to as-

semble Envelope Fundraiser 

Nov 7th – Sr High FFF  

8:35 am meet at church to present Envelope 

Fundraiser to congregation  

9:15 am meet at church for Bible Stories 101 

(fireside room) 

10:30 am meet at church to present Envelope 

Fundraiser to congregation 

3:00 pm meet at church to travel to Ingham 

Okoboji for Outreach Night – Secret Agents 

Nov 14th – Sr High FFF meet at church at 9:15 am for 

Bible Stories 101 (fireside room) 

Nov 17th – Sr High FFF meet at church at 6:00 to 

travel to Fairmont for bowling and pizza 

Nov 21st – Sr High FFF meet at church at 9:15 am for 

Bible Stories 101 (fireside room) 

Nov 23rd – all youth that sold Christmas Greens need 

to pick up their order at Sherburn Nursery 

Nov 24th – Sr High FFF 

5:00 pm meet at church to help with online 

Christmas Greens orders 

6:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve church service 

Nov 28th – Sr High FFF meet at church at 9:15 am for 

Bible Stories 101 (fireside room) 

Nov 28th – Youth Advisory committee meet at 10:00 

am  

 

Blended Service 

      Mary Petersen is currently working with a 

group of members from St. John’s to form a 

“Praise Team” to help lead the music portion 

during the Blended Services which begin on 

Sunday, February 27 at both services.   

     A blended service blends the Divine Worship 

Service we currently use with music that is a 

mix of traditional and more contemporary style 

and is led by this Praise Team.  The Praise team 

is a combination of voices and instruments, 

with guitars, drum, flutes, trumpet and more 

participating.  The plan is to continue these 

blended services on the 4th Sunday of each 

month at both services.  If you would like to be 

on the Praise Team, you can still join them by 

contacting Mary Petersen at (507) 301-2101 or 

let Kathy at the church office know: 764-5312. 

     Not sure what all is involved with a blended 

service?  Come join us on Sunday, February 27 

at either 8:00 or 10:30 a.m.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesdays @ 6:30 p.m. 
(Starting on February 2) 



 

 

 

 

 

 February 6 – Pancake breakfast fundraiser – all youth in grades 7-

12 should sign up to work and donate $10 for expenses 

 February 12 – Kids Against Hunger – Fairmont Armory  

 February 23 – Sr High FFF – 6:00 pm at the church 

 March 2 – Ash Wednesday potato bake fundraiser 

Watch for communications with more information and details. 

 

 

 

7th Grade Confirmation  
Class Time for February 2  

Due to early dismissal at MCW on 
February 2, confirmation instruc-
tion will be 12:30—1:45 p.m. for 
the 7th grade.  
 
There will be no 8th Grade Confir-
mation on February 2. 
 
Classes for both 7th & 8th grade 
for February 9, 16, and 23 will be 
the normal start time of 3:45. 

No Jr. High Food.Fun.Faith  
for the month of February. 

 

9-12 Grade  

Food.Fun.Faith. 

Wednesday, February 23 

6:00 p.m. at the church 

Join us…..Invite a friend! 



 

 
LWML Meeting 

Wednesday, February 9   
2:00 p.m. 

 
 

Temperance Lake Ridge Service 
Monday, February 14 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

Voters’ Meeting Packet 
If you were unable to attend the annual vot-
ers’ meeting on Sunday, January 23 and 
would like the budget packet that was handed 
out you can stop by the church office for a 
copy. 
 
 
 
Church Events Cancella-
tions 
Please listen to the fol-
lowing radio stations and 
also check your emails 
for cancellations of church events 
 
Fairmont  KSUM 1370 AM and 106.5 Lakes FM 
 
Blue Earth  KJLY 104.5 FM 
 
Jackson  KKOJ 1190 AM and KRAQ 105.7 FM 
 
You can also check the church website & Fa-
cebook 

Website:   
sjlsherburn.com 

Facebook@stjohnslutheransherburnmn 

The family of Nathan 
Whitehead would 
like to thank every-
one for their 
thoughts, prayers, 
food, cards, memori-
als, and support for 
all of us during this 
difficult time.  Thank 
you also to Kramer Family Funeral Home  for 
all their help in this time of need.  We would 
like to say a special thank you to Pastor Steve 
Wilson and Vicar Jeff Hagen for their prayers, 
calls, and funeral service for our beloved hus-
band, dad, and grandpa.  Thank you and God 
bless! 
Mary Whitehead, Jon & Shanna Whitehead,  
Penny Troe, Wes & Savannaha Whitehead. 

The LWML thanks you for bringing in your receipts 
as we work toward the $150,000.00 goal.  Please 
continue to drop off your Fairmont Fareway and 
Fairmont HyVee grocery receipts.  Fairmont 
HyVee prescription and gas receipts are also ac-
cepted. 
 HyVee Goal   Fareway Goal 

150,000       

140,000 $142,796.39     

130,000       

120,000       

110,000     $111,190.92  

100,000       

90,000       

80,000       

70,000       

60,000       

50,000       

40,000       

30,000       

20,000       

10,000       

0       



 

Love No greater gift than love 

 
 
“But earnestly desire the higher gifts. And I will 
show you a still more excellent way” (1 Cor. 12:31). 
 
“Higher gifts.  More excellent way. These sound like 
comparatives. They are, if you are talking about us.  
But these words that the Holy Spirit gives to Paul 
are not about us.  They are only and always about 
what He desires us to have!   
 
The Lord wants you to know that your simple gifts 
are in no way simplistic.  They are glory!  But not 
your glory.  They are His glory.  If you read the en-
tire chapter of 1 Corinthians 12 you see some fan-
tastic gifts being called lower gifts.  Healing. 
Tongues. Interpretation. These are all fantastic if 
you were to have them. It is hard to see any way in 
which these are lesser gifts.  
 
That is until you read what the Lord desires as a 
higher gifts. I Corinthians 13 talks about it. The 
higher gift is love! There is no greater gift than love. 
Jesus talks about that in John 15:13 when He says 
that “greater love has no one than this, that some-
one lay down his life for his friend” This is the kind 
of love that we have been given. God loved the 
world so much that He gave us Jesus. Jesus loved us 
so much that He died and rose. There is no greater 
gift of love. Jesus says so! 
 
 
 

 
 
And this greater love that God has given us in Jesus 
is an active love! It is given so that we can give it 
away. That is what our stewardship is all about. Giv-
ing freely of the greater love that we have been giv-
en! 
 
The financial gifts we render are indeed lesser gifts. 
It doesn’t mean that they aren’t important or valua-
ble. But they are lesser if they are not connected to 
love. The love they are connected to by the Holy 
Spirit is a love that comes from the Lord, through us, 
to others. We become a conduit of love that flows 
out to those who need it. This involves service. This 
involves activity. It also involves financial resources. 
When taken together, packaged in love, these sim-
ple gifts do amazing things! Let’s see together what 
the Lord will do with these simple gifts! 

 
Prayer 
Blessed  Lord, we give You but Your own in all 
these gifts we bring to You this day and through-
out this year. Fill our heart with a love of the 
Lord, a love of the Gospel and a love for our 
neighbors that will lead us to give of all of our-
selves so that they may know the extravagant, 
radical love of God that comes in Jesus Christ!  
Amen. 



  16  Jeff Hagen 
  Lori Meacham 
  Heidi Zender 
17  Maggi Anderson 
  Gary Janssen 
  Sebastian Lingle 
18  Charlotte Cordes 
  Kristin Diekmann 
19  Stefani Cain 
20  Kurt Jans 
  Faith Schermerhorn 
  Kelly Stenson 
  Caleb Stibbe 
21  Don Laue 
22  Audrey Diekmann 
  Bryce Freking 
  Betty Nordhausen 
23  Danielle Cummings 
  Rielle McNicol 
24  Colby Kuehl 
  Cheryl Oelkers 
  Savannaha Whitehead 
25  Brittany Anderson 
  Matt Bliesmer 
  Amanda Larson 
27 Brian Brolsma 
   Randy Grill 
   Maddox Hecker 
    Tiara Kennedy 
   Trent Kennedy 
  Ella Meyers 
  Stephanie Truesdell 
  Jayne Weseman 
28  Leah Amborn 
  Kaleb Chingren 
 
 

 
 

3  Ken & Mavis Morris 
 Martin & Beulah Rosenberg 
5  Bruce & Nancy Schwager 
9  Pat & Nichole Chase 
10  Larry & Verna Bliesmer 
13  Ron & Lori Bettin 
 

1  Emily  Hansen 
 Alex Schliesmann 
2  Darren Bettin 
 Caden Korte 
 Joyce Reigel 
 Brock Stauffer 
 Jeff Zender 
4  Kenna Krahmer 
 Sharon Moeller 
 Shane Rowen 
 Brian Skogerboe 
 Chris Stenson 
6  Dayton Hartung 
 Lennyx Rosenberg 
7  Marlene Gettler 
 Tim Holm 
 Deb Olson 
8  Henry Hartung 
 Opal Schwager 
9  Tyson Cooley 
 Brian Rienhardt 
 Julian Rightmire 
 Jessica Roben 
 Brenna Thate 
10  Chad Kosbab 
 Paul Markquart 
 Melissa Rowen 
 Bradyn Schubert 
 John Weseman 
 Pat Winter 
11  Nick Danielson 
 Troy Ringnell 
 Nicole Runkle 
12  Gertie Brolsma 
 Mike Hemiller 
 Kathy Hendricksen 
 Matt Klima 
 Wanda Klima 
 Trent Luhmann 
 Emmet Olson 
13  Jake Hannegrefs 
 Kirsten Steuber 
14  Tammy Hand 
 Leah Hartung 
15  Cindy Bettin 
 Kane Wohlhuter 
  

 

Attendance 
 

Sunday, January 3:  107 
 

Sunday, January 10:  176 
 

Sunday, January 17:  121 
 

Sunday, January 24:  112 



 



 

 

 

The Lutheran Hour 

Radio Broadcast:  KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. 

February 6  "How Christians Can Admire the Jewish Sabbath"  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Dr. Michael Zeigler says the Jewish practice of observing the Sabbath is sort of like being in a long-distance 
relationship.  (Luke 6:1-11) 

February 13  "The Unexpected"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Roland Syens 
Jesus said those who are poor in spirit are blessed. Pastor Roland Syens says poverty is not a problem in 
God's economy.  (Luke 6: 17-20) 

February 20  "TBD"   
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 

February 27  "Greatness" 

Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler  (Luke 9:1-48) 

St. John’s Lutheran Church                                           
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P.O. BOX 760                                                   

Sherburn, Minnesota  56171 

 

   

 

 

 


