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Welcome: We are happy that you have joined us for wor-

ship. May your worship of the living Lord enrich your faith
and fill your life with the lively hope and lasting joy. Please
take time to sign the worship attendance cards and they will
be collected during the children’s message.

Coping With Cancer: Wanda Douglas, Jennifer Beseke, Shirley
Skogerboe, Serena Johnson, Tom Wescott, Andrea Mileham, Cindi Crissinger, Lori Koerselman, Julie Krogman, Donna Nawrocki, Elsie Swanson,
Shelly Callahan, Gary Maday, Ginny Anderson, Larry Norem, Roger Spiegeler, Cyndi Johnson, Gloria Maschoff, Perry Caven, Harv Baird, Michele
Thiesse, Marty Bremer

Care List: Miss Murphy, Tammy Kuehl, Tim Brammeier, Barb Mustard,
Taylor Antony, Crue Crosby, Carol Janssen, Roberta Garbers, Robert
Ziemer, Judith Nielson, Marilyn Pierson, Lorraine Gagnon, Dennis Cook,
Kurt Jans, LaVerna Diekmann, Verna Bliesmer, Les Anderson, Glenna Shanley, Terri Schultz, Joyce Hansen Picken, Linda Chase, Adam Janssen, Marcella Brolsma, Kay Groth, Garland Hendricksen, Dorothy Dunker, Dan
Janssen, Sandi Claussen, Darvin Mischke, and those we name in our
hearts.
Members Celebrating Birthdays This Week David Klug, Mavis Morris,
Dylan Peters, Carol Scheff, Damon Vanden Berg, Gwen Lingle, Liz Fisher,
Renee Amis, Greg Jacobsen, Chelsea Brolsma, Payten Crosby, Makaylee
Freking
Members Celebrating Wedding Anniversaries This Week: Chad & Mandi
Kosbab, Matt & Jennifer Madden
We Remember the family and friends of Mark Walters, Lucille Meyer and
Stevan Luhmann.
 Mark was called to his eternal rest on November 27 and his funeral
was held at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ in Welcome on December 3.
 Lucille was called to her eternal rest on November 30 and her funeral
was held here at St. John’s on Saturday, December 4.
 Stevan was called to his eternal rest on December 2 and his funeral
will be held here at St. John’s on December 7.

Baptism We welcome Casey Ashley Kuehl, Margie Inze Kelley and Scarlett
Marie Lasch as members of St. John’s through Holy Baptism.
 Margie and Casey were baptized on December 2. Margie was baptized as an adult. Casey is the daughter of Margie Kelley and Adam
Kuehl.
 Scarlett was baptized on December 4 and her parents are Jennifer
Kuehl and Jesse Lasch.

2nd Sunday in Advent
December 5, 2021
Creative Worship

Take My Moments and My Days
Sunday, December 5:
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship with Communion, 9:15 a.m. Sunday
School, 8:30-12:30 a.m. Pancake Breakfast
Wednesday, December 8:
2:00 p.m. Guest Day, 3:45 p.m. Confirmation, 6:30 p.m. Choir,
6:30 p.m. Sunday School Practice, 6:30 p.m. Parent Meeting
Sunday, December 12:
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship, 9:15 a.m. Sunday School/SALT/ Bible
Class, 10:00 a.m. Youth Advisory
Christmas Eve Services—December 24
Family Service @ 5:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service @ 9:00 p.m.

As We Gather
Preparing for Christmas, we buy presents, attend social gatherings,
decorate, make plans to gather with family, and some will brace for
the pain of grief that can be so difficult this time of year. In the middle
of all our preparing, today the voice of John the Baptist rings out,
“Prepare the way of the Lord.” Undergirding all the preparing we are
doing is preparing for the Lord. John calls us to “bear fruits in keeping
with repentance.” In worship, we do just that. We repent. We turn
again to God, seeking His mercy, receiving His forgiveness, partaking of
His grace. This leads to bearing the fruit of the Spirit. John highlights
the fruit of generosity and contentment. What fruit is God calling you
to bear as you prepare for Christmas?
Welcome and Announcements
Opening Hymn: "Hark the Glad Sound" LSB 349 1-4
Stand
Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
Lighting of the Advent Candle—Hope
P: How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should
be called children of God!
C: And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us
is that it did not know him.
P: Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has
not yet been made known.
C: But we know that when he appears, we shall be like him, for we
shall see him as he is.
P: Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as he is
pure.
C: Until that day, let us walk in the light of the Lord.

Confession and Absolution Psalm 25:6–7
P Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation
in Christ, we confess our sins to God and one another.
A time of silence is observed.
P We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought,
word, and deed. We have not borne fruit worthy of repentance. We
have sinned against You and our neighbors.
C Remember Your mercy, O Lord, and Your steadfast love, for they
have been from of old.
P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of
Your goodness, O Lord!
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
WORD
Introit Psalm 81:8; 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b
P The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make His paths straight.”
C Hear, O My people, while I admonish you! O Israel, if you would
but listen to Me!
P I am the Lord your God, who brought you up out of the land of
Egypt. Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.
C But My people did not listen to My voice; Israel would not submit
to Me.
P Oh, that My people would listen to Me, that Israel would walk in My
ways!
C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
P The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the
Lord, make His paths straight.”

Parent Meeting of Sunday School and Youth: For those who were
unable to attend last Sunday, another informative meeting will be held
on Wednesday, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. for parents of Sunday school
children and youth.
Choir: We want to get together to practice songs for Christmas. Join
us on Wednesday night, December 8 at 6:30 p.m. We will also practice
on the 15th after the Sunday School program and the 22nd at 6:30.
Envelope Fund Raiser: The Sr. High Youth are busy with raising money
for the National Youth Gathering that is held in July. Please consider
taking one of the envelopes to help fund this trip. You can leave a donation in the envelope and drop it off at the church office. Thank you
for your support.
Giving Tree: The MCW Elementary is in need of waterproof mittens
and gloves and dark sweat pants sizes 4T to 10. Items can be left at
the church through the month of December.
Mission Central: We will be taking bus trip to Mission Central on December 28. Bus will leave at 7:00 a.m. and plan to return around 5:30
p.m. Sign up sheet is in the front entry. Seats are limited to 54 people.

neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Benediction
Philippians 1:6; Numbers 6:24–26
P He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the
day of Jesus Christ.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.
C Amen.
Closing Hymn: "From All That Dwell Below the Skies" LSB 816 vs 1-3
Acknowledgments Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The
Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of
Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service
Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House.

Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser This Morning: St. John’s youth invite
you to their pancake breakfast this morning, 8:30-12:00.
Youth going on the trip should donate $10.00 towards the supplies
needed for this fundraiser. Please drop this money off at the church
office. Thank you.
Poinsettias: Help decorate our church with poinsettias for Christmas
Eve. We are taking orders now and a sign up sheet is in the front entry. Cost is $20.00. If you are giving them in memory of a loved one
please let us know so that it gets included in the Christmas bulletins.
LWLM Guest Day is Wednesday, December 8 @ 2:00 p.m. Join us for
the afternoon. There will be Christmas hymn sing and a program with
Karis Hagen sharing experiences of growing up as a missionary’s child
in Africa. Dessert and coffee will be served.

Sunday School Christmas Program—Wednesday, December 15, 6:00
p.m. A soup and sandwich supper fundraiser will be served following
this program.
Sunday School Practice for their program will be on Wednesday, December 8 @ 6:30 p.m.

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, O Lord,
C to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son,

P that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure
minds;
C through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Sit
Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1–7b
1
“Behold, I send my messenger and he will prepare the way before
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s
fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver,
and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver,
and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the Lord. 4Then the
offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the
days of old and as in former years.
5
“Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be a swift witness
against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear
falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the
widow and the fatherless, against those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the Lord of hosts.
6
“For I the Lord do not change; therefore you, O children of Jacob,
are not consumed. 7From the days of your fathers you have turned
aside from my statutes and have not kept them.”

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.
P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion.
C Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

P Behold, your king is coming to you;
C righteous and having salvation.
P Blessèd is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C From the house of the Lord we bless you.
Epistle Philippians 1:2–11
2
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.
3
I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy, 5because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure
of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to feel this way about
you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with
me of grace, both in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for you all
with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love
may abound more and more, with knowledge and all discernment, 10so
that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless
for the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes
through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Proclamation of Christ
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.
P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body
and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess
Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the
tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven,
and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your
kingdom and teach us to pray:
Lord’s Prayer
Pax Domini
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
Agnus Dei "Lamb of God" Sung LSB 163
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

P This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Distribution Hymn: "Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior" LSB 619 vs 1-5

Stand
Verse Luke 3:4b, 6
P Alleluia! Alleluia!
C Alleluia! Alleluia!

Distribution Hymn: "Once He Came in Blessing" LSB 333 vs 1-4

P Prepare the way of the Lord,
C make His paths straight;
P all flesh shall see the salvation of God.
C Alleluia! Alleluia!
Holy Gospel Luke 3:4-9
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
4

As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The
voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord,

Small Group Sings—8:00 Service
Distribution Hymn: "O Jesus, King Most Wonderful" LSB 554 vs 1-5
Nunc Dimittis Sung LSB 165
Lord, now You let Your servant go in peace; Your word has been fulfilled. My own eyes have seen the salvation which You have prepared
in the sight of ev’ry people: A light to reveal You to the nations and
the glory of Your people Israel. Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be
forever. Amen.
Post-Communion Thanksgiving
P Let us pray. Thank You, Lord, for this gift of Christ’s body and blood.
Prepare our hearts by this great gift to love You and to serve our

SACRAMENT
Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
Proper Preface
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in
all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose coming John the Baptist
proclaimed in the wilderness and by whose death and resurrection
calls us to repent, turning again and again to the font of His mercy,
so that our lives bear fruit worthy of repentance. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus "Holy, Holy, Holy" Sung LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow'r and might: Heaven and earth are
full of Your glory. Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed
is He who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.
Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Thank You, Lord of all creation, for this gift of our Lord’s Supper, by
which You prepare us to journey through those wilderness times of
our life assured of Your presence and promise.
C We thank You. We praise You. We adore You. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took
bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the
disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My body, which is given for
you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He
had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you;
this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you
for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

make his paths straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall become straight,
and the rough places shall become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see
the salvation of God.’”
7
He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by
him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to
come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say
to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is
able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 9Even now
the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
Holy Baptism - Fourth What Baptism indicates
P What does such baptizing with water indicate?
C It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and
repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires, and
that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God
in righteousness and purity forever.
P Where is this written?
C St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried
with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ
was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life.”
Sit
Hymn of the Day: "On Jordan's Bank the Baptists Cry" vs 1-4
Sermon “What Should We Do Then?”
Offering

Offertory Hymn: "Comfort, Comfort Ye My People" LSB 347 vs 1-4
Prayer of the Church
Stand

