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Count your blessings

Count your blessings instead of your
crosses;
Count your gains instead of your losses.
Count your joys instead of your woes;
Count your friends instead of your foes.
Count your smiles instead of your tears;
Count your courage instead of your
fears.
Count your full years instead of your
lean;
Count your kind deeds instead of your
mean.
Count your health instead of your
wealth;
Count on God instead of yourself.
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The Harvest is Plentiful
As I drive around the countryside I can see that much of the crop has been
harvested and the ground has been worked in preparation for next year’s
planting. When you live in a rural area you come to understand the seasons of
the year when you see the work being done around you such as planting and
harvesting in the spring and fall of the year.
Jesus in the Gospel of Matthew chapter nine also draws our attention to the
harvest. However, the harvest He is talking about is much different then what
we are familiar with. The harvest He is talking about is not corn, beans, oats or
wheat but it is the harvesting of human souls.
Jesus was known to walk with His disciples from town to town and village to
village as He taught in their synagogues, preaching the good news of the Kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds of people He had concern for their spiritual condition, because they were lost and
straying like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore
to send workers out into His harvest field.” (Matthew 9:37-38)
When the fields are ripe and ready the farmers are prepared and eager to go
to work and bring in the harvest. The grain bins are empty and waiting to be
filled with the crop that is harvested.
The same is true for God’s Kingdom. The harvest fields are ripe and ready to
be gathered in. But one thing is missing. We need workers to help bring in the
harvest. This is why we need to hear the words of Jesus who says, “Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore to send workers out into His harvest fields.”
We pray that through the work of the Holy Spirit our eyes will be open to
see what Jesus saw when He looked out at the crowds. We pray that our hearts
will be open with compassion for those who are lost and straying in this world
not knowing who Jesus is. We pray that missionaries will be sent into the fields
of this world. We pray that those who live in the harvest fields will come to
know Jesus as their Lord and Savior and receive the promise and hope of everlasting life.
The good news is that God has heard and answered our prayers by sending
missionaries into the harvest fields of the world to preach and teach the good
news of Jesus and what He has done for them through His life, death, and resurrection and that He is the very door of heaven to all who believe in Him. We are an answer to our prayers
as God is using us to send workers (missionaries) out into harvest fields. He does this through our prayers
and financial giving to support missionaries to shepherd His people-no matter where they live.
On Sunday, November 21 we have the opportunity to hear Gary Thies speak at both worship services. This
will be a Mission Festival Sunday for us here at St. John’s. Gary both founded and works at Mission Central
near Mapleton, Iowa. Gary has been blessed over these many years to send out missionaries into God’s harvest field through the financial gifts and offerings given by believers in Christ to grow the kingdom. Gary is a
dynamic speaker who will speak about our amazing God and How He is working through His missionaries
throughout the world. He will also speak and share during our Sunday School hour. We will also be given opportunity to support a missionary through a free will door offering on this Sunday. The offering basket will be
placed in the back of the church.
The harvest is plentiful!
Pastor Steven Wilson

Martin Luther’s Seal

St. John’s Lutheran and other Lutheran churches around the
world recently observed Reformation Sunday. On October 31, 1517
German Monk Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses on the door of All
Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, Germany.
As part of my seminary studies at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, I have done some extensive reading on
Martin Luther and how his theology influenced greatly the Lutheran
Church we know today. So call it what you want, but recently Karis
and I stopped at Martin Luther High School in Northrop for their annual rummage sale. I was checking out all the pictures and frames that they had on the sale when I came
across a simple picture. It was a picture of Martin Luther’s Seal and a history behind it.
While a professor at Wittenberg, Luther devised this seal which he
declared was meant to be “expressive of his theology”. The following
explanation of the seal is the gist of a letter that was written to his
friend, Herr Spengler, who was the town clerk of Nuremberg at that
time.
“The first thing expressed in my seal is a cross. Black, within the
heart, to put me in mind that faith in Christ crucified saves us. ‘For
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness.’
- Now, although the cross is black, mortified, and intended to cause
pain, yet it does not change the colour of the heart, does not destroy
nature – i.e., does not kill, but keeps alive. ‘For the just shall live by
faith,’ – by faith in the Savior.
- But this heart is fixed upon the centre of a white rose, to show
that faith causes joy, consolation and peace. The rose is white, not
red, because white is the ideal colour of all angels and blessed spirits.
- This rose, moreover, is fixed in a sky-coloured ground, to denote
that such joy of faith in the spirit is but an earnest beginning of heavenly joy to come, as anticipated and held
by hope, though not yet revealed.
- And around this groundbase is a golden ring, to signify that such bliss in heaven is endless, and more precious than all the joys and treasures, since gold is the best and most precious metal. Christ, our dear Lord, He
will give grace unto eternal life.”

This picture that was in the pile of other pictures in Northrop is now in my office here at the church as a
daily reminder to me of our Lutheran heritage.
I pray that as we enter soon into our season of Advent, that we all may reflect upon our Lutheran heritage
and upon those things that we hold as dear in our hearts, so that we may prepare for the coming of Christ,
not only to observe His birth in a stable, but also looking forward to the day when Christ will return once
again to take each and every one of us to His Heavenly Kingdom.
May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, and guide you as we come together in person to worship, study and have fellowship with our Lord.

Vicar Jeff

Mission Festival Sunday
We are blessed to have Gary Thies, a recognized speaker within the LCMS and founder
of Mission Central located near Mapleton,
Iowa to speak at both of our worship services on Sunday, November 21 as well as
during our Sunday school hour. Please plan
on attending and bring a friend to come and
hear what Gary has
to say about the
sending out of missionaries to different
parts of the world to
share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ.

Pastoral Visits
Due to the privacy act, if you are hospitalized and would like a visit from the pastor
or to be included in the prayers, you or a
family member need to contact Pastor Wilson, Vicar Jeff, or the church office.

Friendship Club Thanksgiving Dinner
It’s time for our annual Thanksgiving Dinner! This year
we will celebrate our blessings on Monday, November
1, 12:00 noon at church. We’re baking a Korbet ham
and ask everyone to bring a dish to pass to fill out our
dinner menu. Something fun is planned after dinner,
so stay a while. See you on the 1st!

LWML Minutes
Of October 13, 2021
President Lynne Mulso
called meeting to order. Pastor Wilson shared how other
LWML groups were letting
their light shine—Matthew 5:16. A group in Kansas City
made journals. A group in Pierce, NE collected fleece blankets and stuffed animals for first responders. Carla Zleng
from Gaylord, MI rode her bike to convention in Lexington,
KY to get mites for the miles. Ladies in Wayne, NE gave mite
boxes to Sunday school children. They also had a comfort
dog visit which is one of their district projects.
Secretary’s report was read and approved. Correspondence was read.
Treasurer’s report was read and placed on file.
Lynne and Lois reported on Southwest Conference Fall
Get Together at St. Paul Lutheran, Rost Township, Lakefield.
Speakers were Rev. Dr. Richard Carter and his wife Marian
Carter who were missionaries to Hong Kong for six years.
Diane Nelson reported on grocery receipts.
Sally Yahnke and Diane Nelson will review the Standing
Rules.
October is Pastor appreciation month. Lynne thanked
Pastor Wilson for all he does.
Connie Markquart and Judy Hybbert will be on the nominating committee for vice president, treasurer, executive
board and zone delegate.
Fall harvest dinner on November 21. Group 1 will furnish
salads and group 2 will furnish desserts. Motion was made
by Connie to have Sally take care of decorations and getting
favors for each person that attends. Motion second by Diane Nelson and was carried.
Lynne thanked Norma Brolsma for serving. Vice president
Judy read about mission program—Healing the Invisible
Wounds of War through Horses $95,000. Mites were collected. Motion to adjourn was made by Roberta Garbers,
seconded by Mavis Morris. LWML Pledge was said, and
prayed the Table Prayer.
12 members present and Pastor Wilson
Submitted by Lois Ziemer, Secretary

Planning Council (all board chairpersons and officers) will meet on
Wednesday November 10 at 6:00
p.m.

Church Events Cancellations
Please listen to the following radio
stations and also check your emails
for cancellations of church events
Fairmont
KSUM 1370 AM and 106.5 Lakes FM
Blue Earth
KJLY 104.5 FM
Jackson
KKOJ 1190 AM and KRAQ 105.7 FM
You can also check the church website & Facebook
Website:
sjlsherburn.com
Facebook
@stjohnslutheransherburnmn

Jr and Sr High Calendar of Events
Nov 3rd – Jr High FFF right after confirmation until
4pm
Nov 3rd – Sr High FFF meet at church at 2pm to assemble Envelope Fundraiser
Nov 7th – Sr High FFF
8:35 am meet at church to present Envelope
Fundraiser to congregation
9:15 am meet at church for Bible Stories 101
(fireside room)
10:30 am meet at church to present Envelope
Fundraiser to congregation
3:00 pm meet at church to travel to Ingham
Okoboji for Outreach Night – Secret Agents
th
Nov 14 – Sr High FFF meet at church at 9:15 am for
Bible Stories 101 (fireside room)
Nov 17th – Sr High FFF meet at church at 6:00 to
travel to Fairmont for bowling and pizza
Nov 21st – Sr High FFF meet at church at 9:15 am for
Bible Stories 101 (fireside room)
Nov 23rd – all youth that sold Christmas Greens need
to pick up their order at Sherburn Nursery
Nov 24th – Sr High FFF
5:00 pm meet at church to help with online
Christmas Greens orders
6:00 pm Thanksgiving Eve church service
Nov 28th – Sr High FFF meet at church at 9:15 am for
Bible Stories 101 (fireside room)
Nov 28th – Youth Advisory committee meet at 10:00
am

Sunday School Sings!
Preschool will sing on Sunday, October 31 at the end of the 8:00 service
and the beginning of the 10:30 service. Please have the children meet
in the fireside room at 8:40.
Grades 1-6 will sing on Sunday, November 1. Please have children
meet in the fireside room at 8:45.

On Sunday, November 7 the 3rd6th grade Sunday school classes will
have the opportunity to participate
and have fun at the Bible Bowl at
9:15.

Confirmation Class Time
Due to early dismissal at MCW on
November 3, confirmation instruction will be 12:30—1:45 p.m. Fairmont students, Vicar Jeff will provide classroom studies to be completed by the following week.

Jr. High FFF Event
Jr. High FFF activity will take place
on the 3rd following confirmation
class. The Jr. high youth are invited to take part in a fun activity,
great food and words of faith. Activities should wrap up around
4:00, so parents can make arrangements to pick up their children.
Thank you to Tiffany Waldee for
leading the group activity and Lois
Ziemer for providing snacks!

Sunday School
Christmas Program
Wednesday, December 15
6:00 p.m.
Youth fund raiser supper following program.
Please take note that the program will be on Wednesday evening in place of our Advent service this
year. The Sunday school children will practice for the program during part of the Sunday school hour
on Sundays in November and December.

St. John’s Lutheran will once again take part in the Operation Christmas
Child (Samaritan’s Purse) pack this year! Shoeboxes will be packed for boys
and girls ages 2-14.
A list of suggested items needed is included in this newsletter The donations can be dropped off at the church through November 19.
We will be packing shoeboxes on Saturday, November 20 from 9:00 a.m.
—11:30 a.m. in the 5th& 6th grade Sunday school room. volunteers (both
young and old) are needed to help pack boxes that day. Let Vicar Jeff or
Kathy know if you can help on the 20th.

Church Decorating for Advent and Christmas will take place on Saturday, November 27. Watch your bulletins for start time. Coffee and
refreshments will be served.

Poinsettia Orders will be taken through mid December. The poinsettias will be
from Sherburn Nursery. Cost is $20.00. Please let us know if you are giving them
in memory of loved ones so that it can be included in the Christmas bulletins.

Hy-Vee & Fareway Receipts
Turkey Dinner
St. Paul’s UCC in Welcome will serve a turkey dinner fund raiser (turkey, mashed potatoes, gravy,
dressing, corn, cranberries, bun, and pumpkin
pie) on Sunday, November 7 from 11:00 a.m.—
1:00 p.m. Take outs available.
Sherburn Blood Drive
Every 2 seconds someone in the U.S. needs
blood. Give blood. The blood drive will be Monday, November 8 at Assembly of God Regional
Worship Center in Sherburn from 1:00-6:00 p.m.
To make an appointment call Dorothy 507-2365764.

The LWML would like to thank you for saving
the receipts from Fareway and Hy-Vee. Hy-Vee
also accepts gas and prescription receipts as
well.
HyVee Goal
140,000
130,000

$139,142.26

120,000

110,000
100,000

$103,828.53
$92,165.01

90,000
80,000
70,000

Prime Rib Supper
Sherburn Lion’s Club prime rib supper is Saturday, November 20 from 5:00-7:30 p.m. at the
Sherburn Legion. Tickets are $22/person if purchased in advance and $25/person at the door.
Tickets can be purchased from Lions club members, Ringnell Insurance, Amborn Lumber, Bank
Midwest and also at the door. Proceeds go to
support community projects.

FareWay Goal

150,000

60,000
50,000
40,000
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Lutheran Social Services Meals
LSS Meals is offering healthy meals at a pop-up
event in Sherburn on Wednesday, November 24
and December
from
1-2:00each
p.m. atofthe
SherGod29has
given
you
a gift from
burn Senior Center. This service is for adults agHisingreat
of spiritual
es 60 and older
need ofvariety
healthy meals.
First gifts.
well
to serve
one
come, firstUse
serve,them
up to 30
people
total. No
cost,another.
donations and SNAP benefits are accepted. A
registration form is required and can be completed when you arrive. If
you have questions, call
866-974-0284.
Don’t forget to turn your
clocks back Saturday
night, November
6. to you.
Your talent
is God’s gift

What you do with is it your gift back to God.

0

$77,763.45

Three
Three gifts

“Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks
in his ways! You shall eat the fruit of the labor of
your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well
with you” (Ps. 128:1-2).

When we fail, our faith in Christ leads us to confession and absolution, which once again sets us on the
path of faithful stewardship.

“Fear, faith and stewardship. Three things that go
together. And it isn’t because you can have faith
that any talk of stewardship will create fear in the
hearers! These three seemingly unique topics go
together because they flow from the same
source—the Lord Himself.

This use of God’s simple gifts is captured in the
words of the psalmist. Fear of the Lord leads to
work. Work leads to blessing. Faith sees this blessing as a gift from God. The baptized steward sees
this and clearly confesses that it is indeed well with
us. May the Lord lead us to this triune stewardship
of His simple gifts!

Created by God, the steward is accountable. This
accountability was originally without fear. The
steward worked and kept (Gen. 2:15) the creation
called into existence by the Lord. That arrangement lasted until sin came into the equation. Then
fear came with it. Adam and Eve hid from their accountability in fear of the Lord. To fail as a steward
in this way deserves death. From that moment on,
as stewards they would never fully measure up.
Death is the lasting legacy.

Prayer

Until Jesus! When the simple gift of Jesus is offered
in the babe of Bethlehem and the Christ of the
cross, fear gives way to faith. Jesus took accountability for our failed stewardship and we were restored. Baptized into Christ, the Holy Spirit creates
faith which leads to a restoration of faithful stewardship! Set on this new path the steward’s accountability is balanced between fear and faith. We
know that we are accountable to live and work for
the Lord. When we succeed, it is to God’s credit.

Lord as Your stewards, we work in fear of our
shortcomings and sin, in faith in Christ’s redemption and restoration and eager desire to serve as
faithful stewards of Your simple gifts. Lead us by
grace through faith to see, rejoice and serve in this
faithful stewardship! As You have blessed us with
Your work in Jesus, may our work as stewards be a
blessing to others. Amen.
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Payten Anderson
Charlene Behne
Tayler Hagen
Margo Ballard
Jeanne Frappier
Jones Leiting
Jamie Larson
Dave Smith
Lennox Brolsma
David Hanson
Adyson Ross
John Burmeister
Bryan Hansen
Vivian Richards
Anne Sheppard
Trisha Striemer
Dawson Weber
Gabby Wedner
Scott Brolsma
Jerry Huse
James Hybbert
Erica Larson
Ben Truesdell
Sarah Fisher
Jessica Klima
Oliver Korte
Marlene Stueven
Kaleb Kennedy
Ashley Swanson
Sam Baker
Dorothy Behne
Shannon Meyer
Butch Mulso
Natalie Schubert
Angel Brantner
Shirley Brolsma
Scott Heller
Sheryl Larson
Justin Williamson
Dan Klug
Carlee Miller
Hudson Ringnell
Kael Pytleski
Kaylee Sukalski
Jaedon Erickson
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Greg Beseke
Craig Groshens
Tristan Lange
Morgan Meyer
Brenan Ringnell
Brenna Anderson
Reesa Chase
Tom Crosby
Seth Kahler
Liam Pytleski
Bryce Johnson
Kirk Yahnke
Michele Baker
Cindy Graif
Tony Zender
Levi Hartung
Ashley Jans
Jake Brolsma
Elie Garber
Ron Johnson
Eugene Nolte
Barry Kneeland
Aspen Kosbab
Morgan Lange
Logan Waldee
Stephanie Ellis
Steve Swift
Giana Chase
Olivia Grill
Cassy Roben
Sydney Anderson
Nancy Bliesmer
Austin Harris
Dennis Larson
Miranda Stahn
Jill Swanson

Attendance
Sunday, October 3: 142
Sunday, October 10: 115
Sunday, October 17: 140
Sunday, October 24: 123

Community Servant Event—Sunday, October 31! For those who would like to
help with this service day we will meet at
the church at 12:00 noon and then disburse as groups. All ages are welcome to
help...the more the merrier! Bring your
own rakes. We will meet back at the
church for pizza.
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Nate & Amanda Amborn
Earl & Charlotte Cordes
Barry & Stephanie Kneeland
Andy & Kathy Nolte
Dennis & Lona Larson
Tom & Anita Davis
Reynold & Brenda Carlson
Doug & Pat Winter
Rick & Jennifer Behne
Matt & Amanda Larson
Steve & Deb Swift

St. John’s Lutheran Church
317 South Main Street
P.O. BOX 760
Sherburn, Minnesota 56171

The Lutheran Hour
Radio Broadcast: KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m.
November 7 "The Father of Solomon, by Uriah's Wife" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
The story of David and Bathsheba is a scandalous tale of adultery, treachery, and murder—but it also shows
God's undeserved mercy for David and for us. (2 Samuel 12:13)
November 14 "Jesus Keeps Filling" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
In one way or another, we are all broken, cracked vessels. Life leaks out, but Jesus keeps filling.
(2 Samuel 14:14)
November 21 "Between Now and Eternity Thee Is Much to Do!" Guest Speaker: Rev. Hector Hoppe
In Christ, God forgives our past and secures our future. Dr. Hector Hoppe says, here in the present, there is
much we can do. (Jude 1:20-25)
November 28 "TBD"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler

