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Summer Fruit Basket 

 
Taste some fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) — perfect for 
summer, and all year round! 
 
• Love: “There is always an ‘again’ with love.” —Unknown 
• Joy: “I don’t think of all the misery, but of the beauty that still 
remains.” —Anne Frank 
• Peace: “Peace begins with a smile.” —Mother Teresa 
• Patience: “The purposes of God may sometimes seem delayed, 
but they are never abandoned.” —H.C. Mears 
• Kindness: “Kindness is the language which the deaf can hear and 
the blind can see.” —Mark Twain 
• Goodness: “Goodness means to do things for the glory of God.” 
—Martyn Lloyd-Jones 
• Faithfulness: “Do small things as if they were great because of 
the majesty of Christ, who does them in us.” —Blaise Pascal 
• Gentleness: “There is nothing stronger in the world than gentle-
ness.” —Han Suyin 
• Self-control: “God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and 
love and self-control.” —2 Tim. 1:7 (ESV) 

 

 

 
Sunday  

Morning 

Worship 

9:00 a.m. 

 

Fellowship 

10:00 a.m. 

 



Good Food, Friendship, and Christian Fellowship 

     As I write this month’s beacon letter to you my stomach is filled with good 
food, such as fried chicken, mashed potatoes, pizza, dessert, and ice cream.  
The Friendship Club met for the first time at the Pizza Ranch in Fairmont since 
the Covid pandemic.  What a great joy to be together again with over 40 in 
attendance.  Thank you to Dee Anderson for reserving the back room at the Piz-
za Ranch so we could enjoy good food, friendship, and Christian fellowship.  On 
Monday, August 23, at 11:30, we will come together for a picnic in the Sher-
burn Park at the new shelter house.  Vicar Jeff and myself will grill the brats and 
everyone else is asked to bring a dish to pass.  It will be an afternoon of good 
food, friendship, and Christian fellowship. 
     We all are looking forward to the coffee hours starting up again.  The LWML 

will be hosting this event every Tuesday morning in the month of August from 8:30-10:00.  The community 
has been missing this get together every Tuesday at the different churches since the pandemic closed us 
down last year.  I thank the LWML for providing the opportunity for good food, friendship, and Christian fel-
lowship.  If you are called upon to help provide or to serve at this function please help if you can. 
     The Parish Board will be hosting a “Welcome Back” Sunday with ice cream and cake on Sunday, August 29 
after the church service. This is an opportunity to welcome each other back to church after the many activi-
ties of summer are over.  Come and enjoy the good cake and ice cream, friendship and Christian fellowship. 
   Rally Day is set for Sunday, September 12 and will be held at Everett Park on Fox Lake.  This event will be 
hosted by our board of education.  The worship service will begin at 10:30 and will be followed by a time of 
good food, friendship, and Christian fellowship 
   The board of stewardship is hosting a “Mission Festival” on Sunday, November 21 with Gary Thies of Mis-
sion Central being our guest speaker.  Mission Central is located at Mapleton, Iowa and is responsible for 
sending missionaries to all parts of the world.  Following our worship ser-
vice there will be a harvest meal to celebrate the day with good food, 
friendship, and Christian fellowship. 
     In the previous five paragraphs I write about five different groups 
hosting fie different events that have three main ingredients:  good food, 
friendship, and Christian fellowship. 
     In the book of Acts the early Christians knew how important it was for 
them to meet together in the temple courts (church) for worship.  It was 
through worship that they came to know each other and form friendships 
that brought about a sense of belonging to one another.  Their friendships 
grew and blossomed; and they came into fellowship with one another 
even outside of worship.  They devoted themselves to Christian living and 
grew in the Word through the teaching of the apostles.  They shared good 
food, friendships, and Christian fellowship. 
     This is the reason and purpose for churches having kitchens and parish halls to give the opportunity for 
God’s people to enjoy good food, build friendships, and grow in Christian fellowship.  Just think for a moment 
all the receptions that have been served over the years at church along with the many dinners and coffee 
hours. 
    Sharing good food, friendships, and Christian fellowship in the early church was blessed with an added 
number to those who were being saved.  I know the same is true today.  Take the time and invite a friend to 
come to worship with you and to stay afterwards for a cup of coffee and donuts (hosted by our parish board) 
and enjoy the fellowship we share in Christ. 
Your brother in Christ, 
~Pastor Steve 



 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

We will continue to have 
our Sunday morning wor-
ship at 9:00 a.m. with a 
time of fellowship and 
coffee and 10:00 a.m. 
through Labor Day Week-
end. 
 

Rally Day 

Sunday, September 12  
 At Everett Park on Fox Lake 

Worship service followed by  
games along with food, friendship, and fellowship

Pastoral Visits 

Due to the privacy act, if you are 
hospitalized and would like a visit 
from the pastor or to be included 
in the prayers, you or a family 
member need to contact Pastor 
Wilson, Vicar Jeff, or the church 
office. 
 

 
Registration form is on our church’s website:   

sjlsherburn.com then go to the tab Ministry and  
drop down list to Kingdom Kids. 

Form is also located on church’s facebook:  
facebook.com/stjohnslutheransherburnmn 



Extended Through August: 

Options Pregnancy Center Baby Shower 

The LWML will have a baby shower for Options 

Pregnancy Center.   Items that are most needed 

now are listed below.  Other baby clothing and 

items will also be accepted and appreciated. 

Items For Baby    

bath towel with hood and wash cloth 

baby lotion and baby wash 

baby wipes 

sleepers and onesies 0-3 

months, etc. 

Items for Moms 

body wash/lotion 

Etc. 
 

Options Pregnancy Center 

is so appreciative to re-

ceive the items from the baby shower we have 

each year for them.  We hope you can help us 

again this year with this mission project. 

Friday, August 27, 5:00-9:00 p.m. 

@Earl & Charlotte Cordes farm  

(1529 30th Avenue Sherburn) 

Free Will Offering 
Entertainment provided by Beekays 

 (bring lawn chairs and enjoy the music and fellowship) 
 

Della has been diagnosed with Glioblastoma (brain can-

cer). Donations can also be sent to Farmers State Bank 

of Trimont to the Della Lutterman Fund. 

Friendship Club Picnic 

 

Monday, August 23 

11:30 a.m. 

 

 Sherburn City Park 
 

Brats, water, and tableware 

will be provided.  Please 

bring a dish to pass.   

 

If there is bad weather that day 

we will move the picnic to the 

church’s fellowship room. 

 
With many of the 
summer activities 
winding down at the 
end of August the 
board of Parish Ser-
vices will host a 
“Welcome Back Sun-
day” on August 29.  
Cake and ice cream 
will be served fol-
lowing the service! 

Board of Education Meeting:  Tuesday, August 3, 
6:00 p.m. 

Planning Council Meeting:  Wednesday, August 
11, 6:00 p.m. 

Spiritual Gifts Survey:  The Board of Stewards cre-
ated a Spiritual Gifts Survey.  Please take time to 
fill out this survey included in this newsletter and 
return it to the church office.  You may also fill it 
out online on our church website: sjlsherburn.com  
On website go to tab Get Involved and drop down 
list to Opportunities for Service. 

Temp Ridge Service 10:00 a.m.  

on August 2 & 16. 

Thank you to my great church family 

here at St. John’s for all the prayers, 

cards, visits and words of encourage-

ment that were sent my way as I 

have been recovering from my back 

surgery.  They are all appreciated and treasured!  Spe-

cial thanks to Pastor Wilson and Vicar Jeff for their pray-

ers and visits.    ~Karen Brolsma 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWML July 14 2021 Minutes 
      President Lynne Mulso called the meeting to order 
Pastor Wilson led us in the topic “Who are we cheat-
ing?”  When we decide to live by ourselves and for 
ourselves who are we cheating?  First we cheat the 
Lord.  God created us to thank and praise and serve 
and obey Him.  We also cheat others and ourselves by 
not sharing our gifts. 
     Karen Meyer shared thoughts about her sister-in-
law, Arlys Meyer.  Karen, Lynne and Connie enter-
tained us with two tunes played on teapots. 
     Treasurer, Mary Swanson gave her report and it 
was placed on file. 
     Secretary, Lois Ziemer gave minutes on June meet-
ing and was approved as read. 
     Diane Nelson gave report of grocery receipts.   
     Correspondence was read.   
     Lois Ziemer reported that UCC Church in Welcome 
will probably have Tuesday coffees if we do.  She did-
n’t hear back from St. Luke’s.  Motion was made by 
Connie Markquart that we have Tuesday morning cof-
fees in August.  Motion was seconded by Dee Ander-
son.  Motion carried.  The serving group 1 will do Au-
gust 3 and 17 and the serving group 2 will do August 
10 and 24.  Both groups will do August 31. 
     Group 1 will use half of the associates list and 
group 2 the last half.  We will use the products we 
have on hand.  We will ask Kathy to make posters for 
publicizing to other churches. 
     Fall Harvest Dinner will be November 21. 
     Baby shower for Caring Pregnancy Center is this 
month. 
     Vice President Judy Hybbert read about mission 
grants that had reached their goal—all praise and glo-
ry to God. 
     Mites were collected. 
     We prayed the Lord’s Prayer and the table prayer. 
     Meeting was adjourned.   
     Pat Huse served lunch. 
     14 members, pastor and 3 guests present. 
Submitted by Lois Ziemer, Secretary 

Hy-Vee & Fareway Receipts 

Please continue to bring in your grocery receipts 
from Fairmont Fareway and gas and grocery re-
ceipts from Fairmont Hy-Vee to help us reach the 
$150,000 goal. 

 

 

Tuesday Coffee Hours  

in August 

8:30-10:00 a.m. 

Here at St. John’s 

Join us for good food, friendship 

and Christian fellowship! 

 
 

 

 

 
Thank you to the LWML for  
hosting these coffee hours. 
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Wrapping Up The (Short) Summer 

      I can’t believe that I am writing this article for the August newsletter – 
where has the summer gone?!? 
I am taking a break this month from continuing our walk through the Divine 
Worship Service (next month will be on the Sacrament of Holy Communion) so 
that I can get you up-to-date on what has been happening this summer and 
what to look forward to in the time ahead. 

      We as a church have so much to be thankful for this summer when it comes to our youth and the pro-
grams associated with them. In June we held the Preschool/Kindergarten Vacation Bible School and had 32 
kids sign up. Each day we had at least 28 kids take part and the involvement from the many volunteers, of all 
ages, was phenomenal! Thank you to all who worked with the kids, those who fed them snacks (and provided 
the snacks) each day, and to the youth who helped out working with the kids throughout the week. 
     Then in July, we had the Camp Omega Day Camp the week of July 12th and had 48 kids sign up for that 
event.  Camp Omega sent three great leaders for the week (Hannah, Dietrich, and Emily – who by the way is 
the granddaughter of Pastor Paul Klemp – our pastor here at St. John’s Lutheran from 1969-1975).  They did 
such a great job working with the kids that week, leading songs, teaching scripture messages daily, and play-
ing games with them. We also had a great group of volunteers from the church who helped in many ways 
that week (Camp Jr. Leaders, serving and providing snacks, those who made sack lunches for the Camp Ome-
ga leaders, those who made bars for the Thursday program, Connie and Paul Markquart for hosting the 
Wednesday Evening Food, Fun and Faith, and also to Paul and Marlene Stueven – who hosted the three 
Camp Omega counselors for the week).  We have heard so many great comments from adults and kids alike! 
Pastor Wilson and I also agreed to get a pie in the face if the kids help raise $250 to go towards the new 
Camp Omega Family Center being built.  By Friday morning the kids raised over $577, so to wrap the week 
up, Pastor and I got to “eat pie”! 
    On July 19th, I had the privilege of driving up some of the Sr. High kids up to the Kerfoot Adventures Ropes 
and Zipline course outside Henderson, MN.  The kids had a great time and we had great conversation in the 
ride up to and back from the course (with a side-detour on the way back at Culvers in Mankato).  Thank you 
also to the other drivers: Molly Roben, Jen Clow, Robb Larson and Ella Meyers.  There were a lot of kids that 
enjoyed both courses that day! 
       August gives us a short break for kids’ activities before we gear things up again in September with the 
start of Sunday School and Confirmation instruction.  I will once again be working with our 7th graders, 
providing them with Confirmation instruction while Pastor Wilson will be instructing the 8th grade class. Sun-
day School kicks off with Rally Sunday, which is scheduled for September 12th at Everett Park northeast of 
Sherburn. We will have one worship service that day at the park and then have a brunch and lots of games 
and activities for the entire family!  Keep watching your bulletins and next month’s Beacon for more details.  
We are looking for additional help for teaching Sunday School and Jr. High on Sundays this fall.  If you would 
like to serve the Lord by helping in this way, please contact me at the church office. 
      In Proverbs 22:6 (ESV) the Bible says, “Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will 
not depart from it.”  That is what we at St. John’s Lutheran Church strive for when we work with our children. 
But always remember, when we say “children”, we are not limiting it to the young in years, but that includes 
everyone, for we are “children of the Heavenly Father”. That is why it is so important for all of us to continue 
to always learn more about Christ, no matter what the age.  What better way to learn about our Lord - not 
just at Sunday School, but through adult Bible study, adult and young adult fellowship or devotions?   
  May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, and guide you as we come together in worship, study and 
fellowship with our Lord. 

Vicar Jeff 



 

 

We had 48 campers registered.  Thank you 
to EVERYONE who helped with VBS Day 

Camp this year! 
 To all our youth volun-
teers who helped during 
the week. 
 To all who provided 
and served lunches and 
snacks. 
 To Paul & Marlene 

Stueven for hosting our camp counselors. 
 To Paul & Connie Markquart for hosting 

Youth Fun Night. 

 

 

Sunday 
School starts 
on Sunday, 
September 
19.  We will 
be using new  
Sunday 

school curriculum this year.  Sharefaiith is a 
Sunday school resource that provides us 
with great lesson videos, curriculum, 
slideshows, activity pages, and games.  We 
are installing TVs in each of the classrooms 
so that our students can enjoy these great 
resources!  Make sure to register your chil-
dren ASAP so we can have our classroom 
lists and rooms ready.  If you are willing to 
help with Sunday school this year please 
contact Vidar Jeff.  



 

Given to  

you  
The gifts that you have been given. 

All these are empowered by one and the same Spir-
it, who apportions to each one individually as he 
will.  I Corinthians 12:11 
 
If only I had gifts like other people!  If I had what 
they had, I know that I would be a much better 
steward of the Gospel.  It would make logical sense 
that if we had more to steward, there would be 
more stewardship. But know that this is actually the 
devil talking!  He has been getting human beings to 
think that God is holding out on them since the Gar-
den of Eden!  What a liar!  When we listen to him, 
we too buy into the lie that we don’t have the gifts 
we need. 
 
You have the simple gifts which the Lord wills you 
to have.  We may not have the gifts we WANT, but 
we most certainly have the gifts we need!  After all, 
they are His gifts.  He gives them freely.  Jesus is 
one of those gifts.  Your life is a gift.  All that you 
have to support this body and life are gifts!  All you 
use to support the Gospel of Jesus Christ are these 
gifts!  His gifts used for the sake of the neighbor for 
the  glory of God!  One Spirit. One Church.  Varied 
gifts all coming together to do amazing things for 
the world!  
 

 
 
If you think you don’t have gifts, consider the time-
less hymn, “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying”... 
 

“Let none hear you idly saying, 
‘There is nothing I can do,’ 

While the multitudes are dying 
And the Master calls for you. 

Take the task He gives you gladly, 
Let His work your pleasure be;’  

Answer quickly when He calleth,  
‘Here am I, send me, send me!’” 

 
 

 
Prayer 
 

Father in Heaven, You give every one of us 
unique and varied gifts.  These gifts are to be 
used for Your kingdom.  Grant me the grace 
today to confess that I have the gifts You de-
sire me to have for the sake of my neighbor 
and extension of the kingdom of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  Lead me by faith to say, “Here 
am I, send me,” to use those gifts!  Amen. 



St. John's Lutheran Church - Spiritual Gifts Survey 
The Gifts God Gives Us Are for Use in His Service 

 
The gifts we have received are not ours alone. God gave them to us for the purpose of serving Him and serv-
ing other people.  Each of us has something to give.  What gifts has God given you?  Below is a list of the 
many ways you can get involved. Please share your gifts with the church. 
  
The apostle Paul phrased it this way: 
We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a man's gift is prophesying, let him use it in propor-
tion to his faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him teach; if it is encouraging, let him encour-
age; if it is contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if it is leadership, let him govern dili-
gently; if it is showing mercy, let him do it cheerfully. (NIV, Romans 12:5-8) 
 
First Name: _______________________________________________________ 
Last Name: _______________________________________________________ 
Street Address: ____________________________________________________ 
City, State. Zip: ____________________________________________________ 
Email: ___________________________________________________________ 
Home Phone: _____________________________________________________ 
Cell Phone: _______________________________________________________ 
 
ADULT MINISTRY 
____ Provide ideas for speakers/forums 
____ Organize and plan small group discussions 
____ Facilitate small group discussion (alone or as part of a team) 
____ Other: __________________________________________________________ 
 
YOUTH MINISTRY 
____ Volunteer at Youth events 
____ Assist with fundraising for youth projects (cinnamon roll baking and sales, etc.) 
____ Serve on Youth Committee 
____ Prepare and prep the "Food" for Food. Fun. Faith. activities 
____ Research and organize the "Fun" activity for Food. Fun. Faith. meetings 
____ Assist with driving for Youth events 
____ Other: __________________________________________________________ 
 
CHILDREN'S MINISTRY 
____ Serve as teacher, substitute, or helper with Sunday School 
____ Assist as leader, group guide, helper, or prep work at VBS 
____ Serve as Sunday School Superintendent 
____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 



St. John's Lutheran Church - Spiritual Gifts Survey 
 
MUSIC MINISTRY 
____ Adult Choir 
____ Song leader during worship 
____ Praise band (keyboard, drums, guitar, vocal, etc.) 
____ Youth Choir 
____ Bell Choir 
____ Share special music during worship (solo/duet, piano, violin, flute, etc.) 
____ Acting/Drama 
____ Sunday School music 
____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
FELLOWSHIP 
____ Assist with funeral luncheons 
____ Volunteer to bring food/desserts for events (as needed) 
____ Assist with shopping and prep for events 
____ Clean tables after events 
____ Serve as dish washer for events 
____ Clean up coffee on Sundays after Bible Study 
____ Help with Food. Fun. Faith. events 
____ Other 
 
PROPERTY 
____ Help cut grass & maintain lawn 
____ Assist with light landscaping 
____ Organize youth service projects (yard work, clean up, etc.) 
____ Remove snow from sidewalks 
____ Assist with painting 
____ Volunteer as 'handyman' for various projects around the church 
____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
List any specialized trade skills (electrician, plumber, carpenter, etc.) 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 
WORSHIP 
____ Serve as usher - 8:00 service 
____ Serve as usher - 10:30 service 
____ Prepare slides for service 
____ Advance slides for screen presentation - training provided 
____ Assist with live streaming of service - training provided 
____ Read scripture (8:00 service) 
____ Read scripture (10:30 service) 
____ Greet worshipers (8:00 service) 
____ Greet worshipers (10:30 service) 
____ Monitor church calendar and change altar cloths as needed 
____ Communion set up and/or clean up 

____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 



St. John's Lutheran Church - Spiritual Gifts Survey 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
____ Committee Member 
____ Website Editor/Proofer 
____ Design Brochures, etc. 
____ Write articles for newspaper and/or newsletter 
____ Maintain church signs and bulletin boards 
____ Communication with Congregation 
____ Photography/Video 
____ Develop Publicity 
____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
CARE MINISTRY 
____ Develop and maintain a prayer chain group 
____ Be a member of the prayer chain 
____ Knit or crochet prayer shawls 
____ Make baptismal blankets 
____ Drive people to/from church events 
____ Visit members at nursing homes 
____ Care calls to members (check in, encouragement, pray, etc.) 
____ Other 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
OUTREACH MINISTRIES (MISSIONS) 
____ Identify and greet visitors 
____ Write welcome notes to visitors/emails 
____ Make phone calls to visitors 
____ Assist with planning events that reach out to neighborhood (Family Fun Night) 
____ Participate in local parades to promote St. John's 
____ Provide ideas for 'marketing' our church and our missions to the greater area 
____ Plan and facilitate a Guest Day 1-2 times per year to encourage new membership 
____ Serve as a sponsor for new members 
____ Facilitate new member orientation activities 
____ Assist in maintaining a member directory 
____ Other ___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Additional volunteer ideas or comments ____________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________ 

 
 
Thank you for taking time to fill out this survey.  Please return to church office.  This survey is 
also available on our church’s website: sjlsherburn.com 
 



QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING  July 25, 2021 
The Quarterly Voter’s Meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church was called to order by Paul Stueven 7/25/21 at approxi-
mately 10:10 a.m.  The meeting was held in the church sanctuary. There were 51 members in attendance. 
 

Pastor Wilson opened with prayer. 
 

Secretary’s Report: Mary Johnson 
The Secretary’s Report was handed out with the voter’s meeting packet.  The motion was made and seconded to ac-
cept the secretary’s report.  Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Kathy Potts 
The Treasurer’s Report was included in the voter’s meeting packet. Kathy went over the balances in the various ac-
counts. The motion was made and seconded to accept the treasurer’s report. Motion carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Steve Wilson      
     Our average worship attendance for January through the month of June comes from the attendance book that the 
elders record each service.  
     We began our year offering a 9:00 worship service on Sundays and a mid-week worship service on the first and third 
Wednesday’s of the month at 6:30.  
     The elders decided to go back to offering worship services at 8:00 and 10:30 on Sunday, April 11 with Sunday School 
and Adult Bible Class at 9:15. 
     The elders along with the board of education planned for a Sunday School closing worship service at 10:30 on Sun-
day May 23rd.  Before the worship service the board of education had games for the Sunday School children and the 
youth participated by playing volleyball.  The parish committee served coffee and lemonade and Sheri Markquart pro-
vided donuts from Schmidt’s Bakery in St. James. Connie Markquart led the children in singing songs that her and Mary 
Peterson had taught the children in Sunday School and played the keyboard for our worship service.  During the service 
we honored and thanked our Sunday School Teachers and Cassy Roben who served as our Sunday School Superinten-
dent during a most difficult year. What a wonderful and blessed day we had together playing, fellowshipping, and most 
of all worshipping our God in the park.     
     We returned back to one service on Sunday, May 30, for our summer schedule of worship at 9:00 and a time for fel-
lowship following the service provided by the parish committee. 
     On Sunday June 13, we returned to greeting each other during the church service. 

Worship attendance  January-June 
Sunday, January 3 – Sunday, March 21 (one service) average 87 
Lenten Services average 46 
Sunday March 28- Palm Sunday 151 
Thursday, April 1- Maundy Thursday 78 
Friday, April 2- Good Friday 80 
Sunday, April 4- Easter Sunday (7:00) service 114 and the (9:30) service 127 
Sunday April 11 – Sunday, May 16, our average attendance for two services is 145 
Sunday, May 2- Confirmation Sunday (8:00) 57 and the (10:30) Confirmation Service 169. 
Sunday, May 30- Sunday, June 27th with one service at 9:00 is 149. 
Our Wednesday night service average for the year is 20. 
Sunday, July 4 we had a worship attendance of 148. 
We have seen in the month of June a good number of are members returning back to worship following  
the covid pandemic. Thanks be to God! 
Membership Report 
In our packet you will see what our baptized and confirmed membership is.  You will see baptisms, confirma-

 tions, weddings, funerals and those who have transferred into or out of our church since the first of the year. 
 

Presently we have 16 of our members living in nursing or assisted living homes.   
 

 
 
 



Fellowship Ministry 
A new funeral committee that consists of Sally Yahnke and Deb Schwager has been formed.  They served their 

 first funeral on Saturday, July 3, for the Carroll Behne family. 
The Friendship Club will begin their fellowship together on Monday, July 26, at the Pizza Ranch in Fairmont.   
Upcoming Dates 
The LWML will be hosting the coffee hours on Tuesday mornings through the month of August from 8:30 to 

 10:00. 
Confirmation Instruction will begin on Wednesday, September 15, 2021. 
On Sunday, November 21, Gary Thies will be our guest speaker for a “Mission Sunday.” 
Thanksgiving Eve Service is Wednesday, 24. 
On Thursday December 16, our church will be hosting the circuit pastors for their monthly meeting. 
Christmas Eve is Friday, December 24. 
The Minnesota South District Convention was postponed this year due to concerns with regards to the covid 

 virus and has been rescheduled to Thursday, June 9 – Saturday, June 11, 2022. 
 

Vicar’s Report: Vicar Jeff Hagen 
     The latter part of April, May and June has been spent working with the Board of Education, the newly formed Youth 
Advisory Committee, 7th grade confirmation instruction and also taking part in the Food.Fun.Faith activities of April and 
May. 
     The Sunday School year wrapped up May 23 with Sunday school and 10:30 worship taking place at the Sherburn City 
Park. The youth played a variety of games and it was very well attended between the kids and the teachers.  Even the 
Jr. and Sr. High took part in a match of sand volleyball!  Worship was held in the new Lions Club shelter and was well 
attended with approximately 120 to 130 in attendance.  The preschool through 6th graders sang 3 songs as part of the 
worship service.  A SS teacher appreciation was held at the end of the worship. 
     While Pastor Wilson was on vacation the third week of June, I led worship services and acted in his absence on any 
church matters.  All of this works well for me, showing me the “behind the scenes” work of the pastor, aside from Sun-
day mornings.   This also works well for Pastor Wilson so that he can go on vacation and be able to turn things over to 
me and focus on enjoying his time with family. 
   Both the Preschool/Kindergarten VBS and the recently completed Camp Omega Day Camp (grades 1-6) were ex-
tremely successful events and we had 32 register for the Preschool/Kindergarten VBS and 46 for the Day Camp.  We 
had 3 excellent Camp Omega Counselors who led the kids for the week.  Thank you to all of the volunteers who worked 
that week, provided snacks and sack lunches and prayed for the group for both events. 
    My studies with seminary at Ft. Wayne continue.  I am 2/3rds of the way through my summer quarter at CTSFW and 
the course this quarter is on “Homiletics” – which is “Preaching the Faith”.  Much of the focus this quarter is on the 
function of preaching, so you will probably be seeing me do more sermons throughout the quarter as part of the class 
requirements. 

 

Board Of Elders: Ryan Kahler 

The Board of Elders have come together often this past quarter meeting with our youth leaders and those who serve 
on the Board of Education along with Pastor Wilson and Vicar Hagen discussing with them the ministry of our Sunday 
school and youth ministry program here at St. John’s. 
After much discussion the elders thought it best that Vicar Jeff Hagen take over the responsibility of heading up the 
Board of Education.  Which means that Jeff oversees the Sunday school teachers and Sunday school along with confir-
mation. 
Pastor Wilson will help work with the youth.  A youth advisory committee has been formed. 
The elders decided during a meeting that they had in May to return back to having communion at the rail on Sunday, 
June 6 along with passing the offering plate. 
The elders also decided to suspend mid-week worship for the months of July and August due to the low attendance at 
the services. 

 
 
 
 



Board Of Education and Youth Reports: Vicar Jeff Hagen 
     The St. John’s Lutheran Board of Education met at the church as part of the Kingdom Builders Group on Tuesday, 
July 6, 2021. During the breakout sessions, the board met separately.  Present for the meeting was Vicar Hagen, Mandi 
Kosbab, Stephanie Kneeland, Darren Thate and Sheri Markquart from the Youth Committee.  Absent was Abby Gibson, 
Molly Roben and Stephanie Truesdell. 
      Darren Thate was present as the newest member of the board, having been appointed to fill out the remainder of 
the term for Darla Price, which will run through 2023.  Abby Gibson is also a new member of the board as she has been 
appointed to fill the remaining term of Cassy Roben, which runs through December 31, 2021.  Abby was unable to 
attend the meeting due to work schedules.  After some discussion, it was determined that Mandi Kosbab and Vicar Ha-
gen will share the Board of Ed chair position for the time being. 

Old Business:   
The board heard a report submitted by Connie Markquart as a follow-up for the recently completed Preschool/
Kindergarten VBS week.  Had a great group of kids and volunteers this year!  The report did contain some action 
items to be taken into consideration before next year’s VBS. 
New Business: 
Camp Omega Day Camp will take place Monday through Friday, July 12-16.  Paul and Marlene Stueven will host the 
4 camp counselors that week.  Camp registration and volunteers are still needed, so phone follow-ups will be made 
for both. There will be a campfire for the campers and the counselors on Wednesday evening and on Thursday 
evening will be a short program for parents along with a pizza party for everyone.  
Fall Sunday school curriculum – Mandi and Sheri said that the curriculum for all grades has been ordered and paid 
for.  This year’s curriculum is from Sharefaith.com and allows for online and in-person activities and instruction for 
all age groups up through adult (customized).  Smart TVs are being installed this summer in the Sunday school 
rooms to give the teachers and the students the capability of assisting in instruction, crafts and activities.  Jeff said 
he will be reaching out to the past year’s teachers to see if they would be interested in teaching this coming year.  
Almost all the teacher positions are filled, but we are looking for substitutes.  If anyone is interested, please call the 
church office. 
Rally Sunday will be held Sunday, September 12 at Everett Park on Fox Lake.  Responses from members and even 
campers at Everett Park from last year’s event have been very positive. We will have one service that Sunday at the 
park and there will be food, kid’s games and more taking place that day at the park.  More details will be provided in 
the August and September newsletters. 
Jeff will be working on filling the Sunday school Superintendent position within the next couple weeks and will keep 
the board in the loop regarding that position. 
Sheri reported on the Youth Food stand at the recent Sherburn Holiday Festival.  She thanked all of the kids and par-
ents who helped out with the fundraiser.  45 pounds of hamburger was cooked for the walking tacos and the na-
chos.  The food stand cleared approximately $1,200 for the day. 
Sheri and Mandi reported on the Youth Committee that things are ramping up for next year’s National Youth Gath-
ering in Houston.  At this time there are about 30 kids signed up to go, and adult chaperones will be needed for the 
duration of the trip.  Fundraising continues as the expected cost per student attendance is about $1,600. 

 

Board of Parish Services: Lana Morris 

Present at the meeting were Lana Morris, Sara Klima, Judy Hybbert, Sally Yahnke, Janet Kahler, and Deb Williamson. 
We discussed the watering, greeting,  and coffee schedule.  We will continue coffee and rolls between the services in 
the fireside room in the fall. We may add Oreo cookies also. 
We need help with the welcome packet.  Things to include would be all the boards and what they do, the clubs, youth, 
and other fellowship opportunities.  If anyone can help Sally that would be appreciated. 
We are planning a welcome back celebration on August 29th . The plan is to have it outside after the service and serve 
sheet cake from Walmart, coffee, ice cream cups, and lemonade. Need to come up with a catchy name for this event. 
We will possibly decorate outside with balloons, etc. 
We will have one opening for sure on our board for next year as Erin is going off and possibly another one.  Try to think 
of people you think would be good to serve on our board as October 24 will be elections. 
Rally Day is Sept 12 at Everett Park. 
Voters meeting is July 25 and will not be live streamed. 
Fall decorating will take place on Sept 25 at 9 am.   



Board of Stewardship: Marlene Stueven 

    The new website now gives you several options to give tithes to your church. You can use automatic withdrawal, 
credit card or text to make your contributions. It is easy to do and if you have questions, Kathy will be happy to help 
you. 
     The time and talents survey is now available on the new church website. Please prayerfully consider completing it 
online. Paper copies are also available at the church office and will be mailed to those of you that still get a paper copy 
of the newsletter. In August we will be starting the process filling the expiring terms on our boards and we would like to 
know where your interests lie. We all need to use the gifts that God has given us so we can work together to build His 
kingdom. There is much work to be done and many hands make light work.  
     Keep November 21 open for Stewardship Sunday and the Harvest Dinner. Gary Thies will be sharing a message with 
us on that day.  
 

Board Of Trustees: Jeff Markquart 
The St. John’s Lutheran Board of Trustees met at the church as part of the Kingdom Builders Group on Tuesday, July 6, 
2021. During the breakout sessions, the board met separately.  Present for the meeting was Jeff Markquart, Justin Wil-
liamson, Barry Kneeland, and Sam Meixell.  Absent was Jim Claussen and Nick Holm.  
 Old Business:   

Sunday School room TVs - We are in the process of purchasing and installing five (5) smart TVs in our Sunday 
School rooms.  We need to get wall mounts that tilt down so kids can see from seated position at table.  
Organ - Since we did not get any feedback or ideas of what to do with the organ in the balcony, we will move 
ahead with its removal. 
New Business: 
Parking lot – There are some minor cracks appearing in the west parking lot.  We have one bid and are seeking an-
other bid to seal the cracks. 
Sanctuary lights – There was a request to see what it would take to make the sanctuary light dimmable. We found 
that we would need to replace the fixtures.  We plan to get bids to see what this would take and then will deter-
mine if the cost is worth the value received. 
Worship ministry - At the June Planning Council meeting, Mary Peterson brought a request to enhance our music 
ministry during worship services.  This would include updated microphones for the choir and vocalists, sanctuary 
speakers, and some additional instruments for a praise band, and the implementation of our new sound board 
(already purchased).  Mary has extensive experience in leading the worship ministry at other congregations and 
has a desire to help expand this at St. John’s.  She has had initial conversations with some members and there is 
strong interest by several people to get more involved.  It was decided to bring in a consultant to evaluate our cur-
rent equipment and help us with a plan to understand what our investment would be to support this initiative.  
Nate Amborn and Sheri Markquart, from the technology committee, along with Mary Peterson, Vicar Jeff, and Pas-
tor Steve, met with the consultant on July 3.  We are expecting to receive the report in late July.  Once we have the 
report, we will review and develop our recommendation and action plan for voter decision. 

 

Technology/Communications Report: Sheri Markquart 
     July 3 a consultant was on site to assess sound board and mike updates needed. He has not gotten back to the com-
mittee with recommendations and costs yet. 
     Mary Peterson is working on starting a Praise Band.  She is compiling information as far as needs and/or require-
ments and costs involved. 
     Sheri gave a brief tutorial of the new church website---what is on the website and how to access the information. 
    A suggestion was made to have available a brief description of job responsibilities for board/committee positions. 
 
The motion was made and seconded to accept all board reports.  Motion carried. 

Old Business:  No old business. 
New Business:  No new business. 
The motion was made and seconded to adjourn at approximately 11:00 a.m.  Motion Carried. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and singing the Doxology led by Vicar Jeff Hagen. 
Respectfully submitted,  Mary Johnson, Secretary 



  17 Breanne Steuber 
18 Kyson Erickson 
18 Mark Larson 
18 Mallory Rudolph 
19 Sawyer Sinn 
19 Jeff Markquart 
19 Amy Nelson 
19 Judith Nielson 
20 Tom Finke 
20 Sharon Huse 
20 Brian Olson 
20 Scott Schwager 
20 Emily Ziemer 
21 Bryce Borkenhagen 
21 Steve Runge 
22 Earl Cordes 
22 David Janssen 
22 Macie Kneeland 
23 Violet Lingle 
24 Kelly Claussen 
24 Doug Dunker 
24 Jeremy Gibson 
24 Heidi Howard 
24 Ava Kitzmann 
24 Broc Weber 
25 Kolton Larson 
25 Ethel Hagen 
25 Narayan Nagalingam 
25 Josh Roben 
26 Seth Ringnell 
27 Rachel Amborn 
27 Dawn Duncan 
27 Rod Duncan 
27  Rod Hanson 
27 Wayne Nolte 
27 Alexis Ringnell 
27 Tyson Thate 
28 Jordan Holm 
28  Barb Hagen 
28 Riann Kitzmann 
29 Laura Potthoff 
29 Al Smith 
30  Matthias Bliesmer 
30 Aubrey House 
30  Sarah Potthoff  
31 Lori Bettin 
31 Lynette Laue 
31  Doug Rosenberg 
 

1  Chuck & Angel Brantner 
1 Jacob & Jessica Korte 
1  Eldon & Laura Potthoff 
2     David & Brittany Anderson 
4  Kurt & Deb Jans 
6 Jerry & Val Gaalswyk  
6 Dan & Katie Klug 
6 Dick & Janet Lepird 
6 Ron & Lana Morris 
6 Randy & Teresa Stahn 
8 Ross & Cindy Bettin 
8 Ross & Melissa Cutler 
8 Nate & Sara Klima 
9 Seth & Jennifer Kahler 
9 Jeff & Sheri Markquart 
10 Tim & Chris Eisenmenger 
10 Mark & Michelle Rosen 
12 Dave & Connie Cain 
13 Steve & Peggy Meade 
14 Todd & Angela Lange 
17 Doyle & Sharon Moeller 
19 Steve & Lori Meyer 
19 Jamie & Deb Williamson 
19 Ethan & Renae Thate 
21 Ryan & Hillary Anderson 
23 Ken & Myrna Peters 
24 Greg & Jennifer Beseke 
24 Matt & Jessa Heller 
25 Mike & Linda Schwager 
26 Chuck & Sheryl Larson 
27 Tom & Diane Nelson 
28 Dustyn & Leah Hartung 
28 Jory & Krista Wagenman 
29 Tyler & Kali Franzen 
31 Kurt & Karen Koehler 
31 Steve & Molly Roben 
 
 

1 Olivia Anderson 
1  Guy Rudolph 
1  Jory Wagenman 
2  Pat Chase 
2  Isaac Howard 
2 Erin Meyers 
2 Piper Lasch 
3 Knox Larson 
3 Marlene Thiesse 
4 Abigail Bednarek 
4 Jaime Bliesmer 
4 Doyle Moeller 
4 Brian Vanden Berg 
5 Makena Larson 
5 Marla Anderson 
5 Josh Eisenmenger 
5 Brock Lange 
6 Amy Crissinger 
6 Mike Ringnell 
6 Beulah Rosenberg 
6 Lynn Thate 
7 Deb Keithahn 
7 Whitney Smith 
7 Tracy Steele 
7 Derek Behrens 
8 Chad Cheeseman 
8 Ann Harris 
8 Marlene Kuntz 
8 Kenny Morris 
8 Kathleen Potts 
8 Haley Sharp 
9 Ardis Brolsma 
9 Racheal Crissinger 
9 Tammy Gregory 
9 Kent Meyers 
9 Verna Jans 
10 Finch Crawford 
10 Valeria Holm 
10 Katelyn Hummel 
10 Jessica Korte 
10 Randy Nelson 
12 Stephanie Gill 
13 Eldon Potthoff 
14 Lisa Lange 
15 Nick Beseke 
15 Tammy Kuehl 
17  Ryker Morgan 

 

Church Attendance 
 

Sunday July 4   148 
Sunday, June 11    138 
Sunday, July 18    126 
Sunday, July 25    123 



 

The Lutheran Hour 

Radio Broadcast:  KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. 

August 1  "Blowing in the Wind"  Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
"Archives August" begins with a classic message from Pastor Ken Klaus in which he contrasts popularly-held 
urban legends with the unchanging truth of God's Word.  (Ephesians 4:11-16) 

August 8  "Seeing The Savior Sore"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
"Archives August". Jesus got upset when religious people got in the way of those He wanted to reach.  
(Ephesians 4:26) 

August 15  "A Sunny Place for Shady People"  Guest Speaker: Dr. Oswald Hoffmann 
"Archives August". The life of a notorious saint shows how the grace of God makes the Church a sunny place 
for shady people.  (Ephesians 5:8) 

August 22  "Ephesians 5"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer 
The New Testament book of Ephesians instructs wives to obey their husbands—but what does it say to hus-
bands?  (Ephesians 5) 

August 29  "Use What You've Been Given"  Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 

We can resist temptation by using the "power tools" God provides: His Word and the shield of faith.  Ephe-

sians 6:10-17) 
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