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A Prayer For July 4
Almighty and ever-living God, we
humbly praise you for the nation
in which you have allowed us to
live. We cherish its wonder and its
beauty. We are thankful for its
fruitful lands, its bountiful waters,
its great resources and its unlimited opportunities.
We thank you for our founding
fathers and mothers, and for their
foresight, special wisdom, and steadfast courage in establishing freedom and a lasting document of fairness.
Stir up within each of us the will to be good stewards of all the blessings of the land we love. Amen.
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Treasures In Jars Of Clay

But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
2 Corinthians 4:7

The Pastor who encouraged me to go into the ministry used this
portion of Scripture from Paul’s second letter of Corinthians as the
basis for his sermon at my ordination service.
In his sermon he reminded me and those present of the importance
of preaching Christ and not ourselves. We are only His vessels in
which He conceals His treasure. This treasure is none other than
the gospel.
It was customary to conceal treasures in clay jars, which had little value or
beauty and did not attract attention to themselves and their precious contents. We are like these jars of clay. We are fragile and unworthy of the
treasure that we have within us. Because of sin and the weakness of our
own flesh there is nothing about us that is beautiful or valuable. Apart from
God there is nothing attractive about us.
Paul was reminding those who were called by God to proclaim the gospel to
His Church in Corinth, and He reminds us yet today that we are nothing without the gospel in our hearts. We are nothing but a cheap vessel. There is
nothing good that exists in our hearts, nor will we ever do anything that is
deserving of it. The fact is that we are a lot like Paul and the other apostles;
weak, fragile, unworthy, and most of all sinful. Paul is speaking the law to us
to humble us and make us mindful of our sinful nature.
But God in His grace has chosen each of us to witness to the world His power
and glory. His power comes “out of us” only because it has been placed in us
by the working of the Holy Spirit. When the gospel is shared God receives
the glory. Our boasting is in the Lord and not of ourselves. The gospel is
that Jesus is our treasure that lives within our vessel (body) that is used to
serve Him in His Kingdom.
God will continue to bless our congregation and the ministry that is offered here as long as we remember
where our confidence, strength, power and great value comes from. God has chosen you and me to be His
vessel for proclaiming the gospel.

Your brother in Christ,
Pastor Steve

Pastoral Visits
Due to the privacy act, if you are
hospitalized and would like a visit
from the pastor or to be included
in the prayers, you or a family
member need to contact Pastor
Wilson, Vicar Jeff, or the church
office.

Sunday Worship
We will continue to have our Sunday
morning worship at 9:00 a.m. with a time
of fellowship and coffee and 10:00 a.m.

Weekday Services
The elders have decided to discontinue
our weekday services until fall.

Day Camp Registration is available by going to our church’s website: sjlsherburn.com and when on home
page go to the tab Ministry and then scroll down to Kingdom Kids. There you should see Camp Omega
with a link to take you to the registration forms. We have also sent emails with registration information and
made extra forms to have available here at the church office.

Day Camp Volunteers are needed to help with: Crafts
Games
Sign-in/Sign Out
Snack Providers Sack Lunch Providers for Four Camp Counselors

Co-Leaders

Please sign up by going to the church’s website: sjlsherburn.com and on the home page follow the link that
takes you to Signup Genius. Thank you.

Kingdom Builders
On Tuesday, July 6, 6:00 p.m. the Kingdom Builders will meet. The Kingdom Builders
includes the church officers, all board members, youth committee, pastor and vicar.
They will meet together for a devotion, separate into individual boards and then join together as a whole at the end.

Quarterly Voters’ Meeting: Sunday, July 25 @ 10:00 a.m.

Options Pregnancy Center Baby Shower





















President Lynne Mulso called the meeting to order.
Pastor Wilson led us in a Mustard Seed Devotion:
Living in the Spirit helps me be fruitful. The Holy
Spirit helps us to grow blossoms and produce
lasting fruit. We need to allow the Holy Spirit to
lead us to be Christ’s disciples wherever we are.
Secretary Lois Ziemer read the secretary’s report
which was approved as read. Correspondence
was read.
Treasurer Mary Swanson gave the treasurer’s report which was placed on file. Diane Nelson reported on grocery receipts.
Discussed about having coffee in August. Lois
Ziemer will contact UCC Church in Welcome and
St. Luke’s in Sherburn and see if they are planning
to do it.
Connie Markquart reported on preschool vacation
Bible school.
Pastor said Arlys Meyer’s sister-in-law would bring
her glassware to the overflow room in July.
Vice President Judy Hybbert read about mission
grant of $60,000 to LCMS to continue purchasing
the latest technology to reach people all over the
world. Mites were collected.
The birthday song was sung for Pat Huse and Connie Markquart. The LWML pledge was said. We
prayed the Lord’s Prayer.
Diane Nelson made a motion to adjourn and it was
seconded by Pat Huse.
Lunch was served by Mavis Morris and Judy
Hybbert.
12 members present along with Pastor Wilson

The LWML will have a baby shower for Options
Pregnancy Center. The following items can be
dropped off at the church during July.
Items For Baby
bath towel with hood and wash cloth
baby lotion and baby wash
baby wipes
sleepers and onesies 0-3 months
Etc.
Items for Moms
body wash/lotion
Etc.
Options Pregnancy
Center is so appreciative to receive the items from the baby shower
we have each year for them. We hope you can
help us again this year with this mission project.

Hy-Vee & Fareway Receipts
Please continue to bring in your grocery receipts
from Fairmont Fareway and gas and grocery receipts from Fairmont Hy-Vee to help us reach the
$150,000 goal.
HyVee Goal

FareWay Goal
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$60,821.76

“Yes, there is a reason, Part 4”
I am working my way in this multi-part series of the structure of the Divine Service
as part of our worship. In my studies at Concordia Theological Seminary, the professors have been stressing the important role that the Divine Service plays in the way
we conduct our worship services. So, each month I cover another few sections of the
service and explain the purpose of each section as a part of the Divine Service. Last
month we viewed the Hymn of Praise, the readings (Word of God) and the Sermon or
Message. This month we will continue our journey through the Divine Service.
Creed:
During His time on earthly ministry, Jesus put this hard question to His disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” He
wasn’t asking for the opinions of the crowds who listened to him, Jesus wanted a confession of faith.
In reality, this confession is no different than the confession of sins we make at the beginning of each service. In
both, we acknowledge that what God has said is true. When we confess our sins, we acknowledge
the truth that God speaks about us – that we are sinners. When we confess the faith of the church
in the creed, our confession speaks about God – who He is and what He has done.
Throughout the ages the same question is put to the church: who do you say that I am? We
answer that question by opening our mouths and beginning with “I believe in God, the Father Almighty…” We confess a profound truth that has been spoken from the lips of Christians in every generation. This confession of the Triune God is the property of no single individual, but of the who church, including the whole company of
heaven. There are more than a few saints and martyrs who put their lives on the line as they defended the truths that
we confess in the creeds.
Offering/Offertory:
We brought nothing into this world, and we will take nothing with us when we depart this world. As
Jesus so truly tells us, our treasures are already stored up for us in heaven (Matthew 6:19-21) There is
however an offering that we do make, both now in our worship and one day in heaven itself. The giving of our firstfruits, whether it is money or possessions, time or talents, is part of the sacrifice of
thanksgiving. If we sing an offertory of thanksgiving from our mouths, then it will also find expression
in the giving of our very selves for the sake of Christ and our neighbor.
Sanctus:
In our worship services that we take part in the Sacrament of Holy Communion, we include the
Sanctus. If any part of the service has been recognized as providing a glimpse of heaven, it’s the Sanctus: “Holy, holy,
holy, Lord God of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are full of your glory.”
This is the eternal song of the angels who hover over the throne of God in the vision of
heaven that was given to the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 6:1-4. At first glance, these words appear to be out of place at this point in the service. But the reality is that there is nothing in
this entire world that compares with the miracle of Jesus’ bodily presence to feed His people.
In the meal of the Holy Communion, God is breaking into our world to give us life. The second half of the Sanctus
contains a statement as bold as the first. Here we have our own little version of Palm Sunday. Just as the crowds cried
out to Jesus as he entered Jerusalem, so we also declare, “Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.” (Matthew
21:9 and Psalm 118:26). This confession in the Sanctus of Jesus’ real presence is so significant that Luther proposed
moving the Sanctus after the Words of Institution in order to highlight the reality of the words we sing.
Next month we will continue through the service of the Sacrament of Holy Communion.
I really enjoyed having all the Preschool/Kindergarten kids here at the church for VBS this month! They had a great
time learning about the heroes of the Bible. Thanks to all the volunteers who helped in many ways during that week!
Check out the information on the Camp Omega Day Camp taking place in July at St. John’s.
May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, and guide you as we come together in worship and fellowship with
our Lord.

Jeff

Preschool & Kindergarten VBS: A wonderful week it was as we saw the kids
listening to the Bible story and making a craft that related to the Bible story. It
was great to hear their voices as they sang songs and their laughter during recess and snacks, and watch how they enjoyed interacting with the youth that
helped out during the week.
Many thanks to our volunteers who helped with our Super Hero week of VBS!!!
Leaders: Connie Markquart—Bible Stories, Mary Petersen—Music, Dorothy
Behne—Snacks, Leah Amborn—Crafts
Helpers: Lynne Mulso, Shanna Amborn, Paige Anderson, Alex Finke, Grant
Koehnen, Aspen Kosbab, Harrison Rathman, Brenan Ringnell, Reese Olson,
Macie Kneeland, Sydney Clow, Kelly Bettin, Kylee Bettin, Raegan Geldart, Emma
Geldart, Kole Hanson, Ty Kokoruda, Steph Kneeland, Sheri Markquart.

PLANNING COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – June 9, 2021
President Paul Stueven called the Planning Council Meeting to order and 6:00 pm.
Present at the meeting: Pastor Wilson, Vicar Jeff Hagen; Paul Stueven (President); Robb Larson (VicePresident); Brian Krumwiede (Board of Elders); Marlene Stueven (Board of Stewards); Lana Morris (Board of
Parish Services); Nathan Amborn (Technology Committee) Sheri Markquart (Youth and Technology Committees); Mary Petersen (Music Ministry) Board of Trustees and Board of Education not represented. Pastor
Wilson opened with a short devotion and prayer.
Secretary’s Reports
The motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the May 4, 2021, Planning Council meeting.
Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report
The motion was made and seconded to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried.
Board of Elders – Brian Krumwiede
The Elders have decided to discontinue the Wednesday evening services until the fall. We discussed what
constitutes a “contemporary” service and came to the conclusion that it is more like a “blended” service. One
of the main parts of a blended service is the music.
Board of Education – Vicar Hagen
Vacation Bible School for Preschool-Kindergarten is going well. The children will sing at the next Sunday service. Camp Omega will have Vacation Bible School for older students in July. Cassy Roben and Darla Price
have resigned from the Board and Darren Thate and Abby Gibson have expressed interest in serving in their
stead.
Technology Committee – Nate Amborn – Sheri Markquart
We could use more help in advancing the slides for Sunday morning services.
Youth Committee - Sheri Markquart
After the mandatory meetings with the youth parents, we have a commitment from 32 kids to attend the National Youth Gathering in Houston in July of 2022. The youth are to earn their way and fund the trip by working at service events and fundraisers. So far, it has been difficult to get the youth to sign up to work at these
events. We discussed the need for better communication with the youth parents in order to get the kids involved. The Youth will be serving food in the park in conjunction with the Sherburn Festival.
Board of Trustees – Pastor Wilson and Vicar Hagen
One estimate to repair and patch the parking lot is $7,000 and $900 for the striping. The Trustees will discuss
this further. The burned-out lightbulbs have been replaced. Replacing the all the lights with dimmable LED
bulbs would require new fixtures which would be expensive.
Music Ministry – Mary Petersen
Mary was asked to give us an approximate cost to put together a Praise Band for the blended services. Mary
led the music ministry in her last church, and she gave us insight on what a blended service can entail. We
decided to hire a sound company to assess our needs so Mary can put a proposal together to present to the
congregation at our next Voters Meeting in July.

Board of Parish Services - Lana Morris
The Board will continue to serve coffee and donuts before and after the services. They are contemplating an
“Post Covid” celebration.
Board of Stewardship - Marlene Stueven
The new website is up and running and the Giving portal is available. The Time and Talents Survey has been
activated and we have already had a positive response.
Vicar’s Report
Vicar Jeff is assisting with Vacation Bible School this week. His next semester of classes starts next week.

Pastor’s Report
We are back to having normal church services beginning at 9:00 am. There have been a number of funerals in
recent weeks.
Open Discussion
We discussed the need for better communication throughout the church. There is a need for someone to
work with updating the website, the Facebook page, to type the slides for each service, maintain a data base
and a host of other duties. We talked about hiring another person to work on these items. The Boards have
been asked to identify the gaps in their board duties that are very time consuming so we can identify the
needs.
Motion made and seconded to adjourn at 7:58 pm. Motion carried.
Vicar Jeff closed with prayer.
Respectfully Submitted,
Paul Stueven, Acting Secretary

Church Attendance
Wednesday, June 2: 16
Sunday, June 6: 144
Sunday, June 13: 200
Wednesday, June 16: 14
Sunday, June 20: 143
Sunday, June 27: 139

Friendship Club
Hooray!!! The Friendship Club is coming together on Monday, July 26 at the
Pizza Ranch in Fairmont. Meet at the
Pizza Ranch at 11:30. We hope to reserve the back room.
Come and enjoy the food and great
fellowship.
Everyone is responsible for their own
meal.

three
Three Gifts
Blessed is everyone who fears the Lord, who walks
in his ways! You shall eat the fruit of the labor of
your hands; you shall be blessed, and it shall be well
with you. (Psalm 128:1-2)
Fear, faith and stewardship. Three things that go
together. And it isn’t because you can have faith
that any talk of stewardship will create fear in the
hearers! These three seemingly unique topics go
together because they flow from the same
source—the Lord Himself.
Created by God, the steward is accountable. This
accountability was originally without fear. The
steward worked and kept (Gen. 2:15) the creation
called into existence by the Lord. That arrangement lasted until sin came into the equation. Then
fear came with it. Adam and Eve hid from their accountability in fear of the Lord. To fail as a steward
in this way deserves death. From that moment on,
as stewards they would never fully measure up.
Death is the lasting legacy.
Until Jesus! When the simple gift of Jesus is offered
in the babe of Bethlehem and the Christ of the
cross, fear gives way to faith. Jesus took accountability for our failed stewardship and we were restored. Baptized into Christ, the Holy Spirit creates
faith which leads to a restoration of faithful

Stewardship! Set on this new path the steward’s
accountability is balanced between fear and faith.
We know that we are accountable to live and work
for the Lord. When we succeed, it is to God’s credit.
When we fail, our faith in Christ leads us to confession and absolution, which once again sets us on the
path of faithful stewardship.
This use of God’s simple gifts is captured in the
words of the psalmist. Fear of the Lord leads to
work. Work leads to blessing. Faith sees this blessing as a gift from God. The baptized steward sees
this and clearly confesses that it is indeed well with
us. May the Lord lead us to this triune stewardship
of His simple gifts!

Prayer
Lord as Your stewards, we work in fear of our
shortcomings and sin, in faith in Christ’s redemption and restoration and eager desire to
serve as faithful stewards of Your simple gifts.
Lead us by grace through faith to see, rejoice
and serve this faithful stewardship! As You
have blessed us with Your work in Jesus, may
our work as stewards be a blessing to others.
Amen.

1
1
1
1
1
2
2
2
2
3
4
4
4
5
6
6
6
6
7
8
8
8
8
9
9
9
10
11
12
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13

John Frappier
Dan Janssen
Jenny Moeller
Ginny Ringnell
Alandra Schutjer
Eryn Humphrey
Randy Norem
Ethan Thate
Patty Yahnke
Hunter Thate
Luke Curtis
Nora Kahler
Kurt Olson
Angie Ziemer
Linda Chase
Morgan Chingren
Mark Rosen
Alec Swanson
Marah Steele
Alexzander Garber
Terry Wagenman
Owen Petersen
Caleb Wink
Harper Hall
Amanda Amborn
Alyssa Williamson
Logan Heller
Vickie Leibfried
Albert Ballanger
Parker Anderson
Eagan Behne
Gary Jacobsen
Eli Meixell
Valera Meyer
Marv Hansen
Lincoln Kennedy
Riley Vind
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Jim Miller
Joe Shaffer
Tenley Anderson
Weston Anderson
Alex Finke
Steve Meyer
Daniel Trontvet
Zach Anderson
Lori Hargrove
Carol Zender
Taylor Truesdell
Tyler Nolte
Sheri Markquart
Bruce Schwager
Alicia Whitehead
Duane Potts
Carroll Behne
Darren Thate
Camryn Anderson
Larry Bliesmer
LeRoy Meyer
Eric Olson
Jesse Potts
Ross Bettin
Finley Sheppard
Karis Hagen
Tatum Richter
Whitney Kassner
Hannah Bliesmer
Edith Gates
Justin Holm
Mike Johnson
Sierra Johnson
Logan Weber
Bruce Hansen
Garland Hendricksen
Anita Scherer
Daryl Anderson
Cathy Cain
Cory Ballard
Gracin Hansen
Lance Waldee
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Brian & Rachel Grill
Greg & Amy Schutjer
Tyler & Ali Sinn
Reinold & Barb Hagen
Harvey & Audrey Amborn
Mike & Megan Heller
Rick & Connie Stenson
Jerry & Pat Huse
Jim & Biny Claussen
Kevin & Liza Flohrs
Darren & Christen Bettin
Clint & Christina Cole
Cliff & Marla Anderson
Mike & Patti Reigel
Troy & Laura Ringnell
Randy & Jamie Grill
Tim & Sue Nelson
Steve & Bonnie Wilson
Jakob & Jennifer Clow
Daryl & Dee Anderson
Keith & Mary Petersen
Ray & Karen Brolsma
Wayne & Nancy Sommer
Sam & Emily Meixell
Roger & Jeanne Nelson
Jarvis & Mackenzie Weber
Mark & Stephanie Wohlhuter
Andy & Stephanie Truesdell
Jeff & Karis Hagen
Dayton & Michelle Hartung
Jim & Vivian Richards
Tom & Dianne Beseke
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The Lutheran Hour

Radio Broadcast: KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m.
KJLY Blue Earth 104.5 FM—Sundays @ 6:00 p.m.
July 4 "Clearly Christian: Scientific" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Christians are not against science. They just don't expect science to answer questions beyond its reach.
July 11 "Inheritance as Intended" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
An inheritance that's more than places, property, and possessions—the inheritance God intended for His
people. (Ephesians 1)
July 18 "The Problem and Promise of Deathbed Conversion" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
Is a last-minute conversion cause for joy or an insult to lifelong believers? Dr. Michael Zeigler explores both
the problem and the promise of deathbed conversions. (Ephesians 2)
July 25 "The Peace Child" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler
(Ephesians 3)

