
 
                                                       The Waiting Game 

Life involves lots of waiting. We wait in 
groups, in lines, in cars. We wait for 
packages, for the bus, for the sun to 
rise. We wait in doctors’ offices, at the 
post office, at the DMV. Waiting im-
plies we’re at someone else’s mercy, 
but it’s also usually linked to hope. 
Perhaps that’s why Paul Tillich called 
waiting a metaphor for faith. Why 
would one wait if there weren’t the 
firm belief that the object of one’s 
wait will eventually materialize? 
 
Waiting can be enervating, which is 
why Isaiah 40:31 is so promising: 
“They who wait upon the Lord shall 
renew their strength.” Yet waiting is 
tough if you have nothing to do while 

waiting. That’s why Jesus, when talking 
about waiting, also talked about working 

— work for the night is coming. Sometimes it’s less tiring to work than it is to 
wait. 
 
There’s a lot of waiting during Lent. You’re waiting for a payoff. You’re waiting 
for the Resurrection. You’re waiting for spiritual growth. And then you realize 
this isn’t waiting at all. It’s life. It’s joy. It’s opportunity. It’s blessing. 
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Those who  

wait for the  

LORD shall  

renew  

their 

strength… 

 
Isaiah 40:31 



 

The Cracked Pot 
 

A water bearer in India had two pots, both hung on each end of a pole which 
he carried across his neck.  One of the pots had a crack in it, and while the oth-
er pot was perfect and always delivered a full portion of water at the end of 
the long walk from the stream to the master’s house. 
 
Of course, the perfect pot was proud of its accomplishments, perfect to the 
end for which it was made.  But the poor cracked pot was ashamed of its own 
imperfection, and miserable that it was able to accomplish only half of what it 
had been made to do. 
 
After two years of what it perceived to be a bitter failure, it spoke to the water 
bearer one day by the stream, “I am ashamed of myself, and I want to apolo-
gize to you.” “Why?” asked the bearer.  “What are you ashamed of?”  “I have 
been able, for these past two years, to deliver only half my load because this 
crack in my side causes water to leak out all the way back to your master’s 
house.  Because of my flaws, you have to do all of this work, and you don’t get 
full value from your efforts,” the pot said.  The water bearer felt sorry for the 
old cracked pot, and in his compassion, he said, “As we return to the master’s 
house I want you to notice the beautiful flowers along the path.”   

 
Indeed, as they went up the hill, the old cracked  pot took notice of the sun 
warming the beautiful wild flowers on the side of the path, and this 
cheered it some. But at the end of the trail, it still felt bad because it had 
leaked out half its load, and so again the pot apologized to the bearer for 
its failure. 
 
The bearer said to the pot, “Did you notice that there were flowers only on 
your side of the path, but none on the other pot’s side?  That’s because I 
have always known about your flaw, and I took advantage of it.  I planted 
flower seeds on your side of the path, and every day while we walk back 
from the stream, you’ve watered them.  For two years I have been able to 
pick these beautiful flowers to decorate my master’s table.  Without you 

being just the way you are, we 
would not have this beauty to 
grace his house.   
~Author unknown 
 
Each of us has our own flaws.  We’re all cracked pots.  But if we will allow 
it, the Lord will use our flaws to grace His Father’s table. 
 
God’s continued blessings to you through this Epiphany season as He 
opens our eyes to who His Son, Jesus Christ, truly is.  On Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 17, we begin the season of Lent with our Ash Wednesday service.  
Our theme for Lent is “Return to the Lord”. 
 
Your brother in Christ, 
~Pastor Steve 



 Sunday services in February 
will be held at 8:30 a.m. 
 
Sunday School/Bible Classes 
will be held following the 
service. 
 
Midweek service is on 
Wednesday, February 3, 
6:30  p.m. 
 
Lent services start on 
Wednesday, February 17.  
The services will be held at 
6:00 p.m. 

 

 
Pastoral Visits 

 
If you are not comfortable com-
ing to church due to the virus 
concerns or otherwise, but 
would like to have a pastoral 
visit, communion, please contact 
the church office at 507-764-
5312 or email us at the church 
office church@sjlsherburn.com 

 
Church Events  
Cancellations 

 
 Please check your emails. 

 
Please listen to the following 
radio stations for cancella-

tions of church events 
 

Fairmont:  KSUM 1370 AM 
and KFMC 106.5 FM 

Blue Earth:  KJLY 104.5 FM 
Jackson KKOJ 1190 AM and 

KRAQ 105.7 FM 
 

You can also check the 
church website and facebook  

 
Lenten Worship Begins February 17 
   Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the season of Lent and this year 
Ash Wednesday is on February 17. We will have our worship service at St. 
John’s at 6:00 p.m. that evening. 
   This year our Lenten worship theme will be “Return to the Lord”, which is 
based upon a passage from Joel chapter 2. “Return to the Lord your God,” 
the congregation sings before the Gospel reading to mark the season of Lent. 
This particular Lenten season, we will focus on God’s historic call to His peo-
ple to repent and the things that might get in the way of us returning to God. 
Even if our desire is to return to God, there are many stumbling blocks, not 

the least of which is ourselves. 
That is the subject of our Lenten 
theme this year as we dive into 
God’s Holy Word and consider 
carefully the distinct difficulty 
experienced by the people we 
encounter in each biblical narra-
tive. 
     We will also explore each 
week how that particular difficul-
ty might be keeping us from re-
turning to God or, equally im-
portant, how God may be using 
that very difficulty to draw us to 
Him. Whatever the case may be, 
it is always God’s desire to be our 
God and for us to be His people 
(Jeremiah 31:33). 
     In many ways, this is a very 
timely study after the whole 

world experienced a time of plague and social distancing last year during 
Lent, Holy Week, Easter, and beyond. That holy season was unlike anything 
we had ever experienced. It was a time when God, during the season of Lent, 
was clearly calling to us and saying once again, “Return to the Lord your 
God.” Throughout the Scriptures, God has time and time again called His 
people Israel back to Him. 

Pastor Wilson, Pastor Reimers and Vicar Hagen will rotate leading wor-
ship at both St. John’s Sherburn , St. Paul’s Wilbert and Our Savior’s Ceylon 
throughout Lent. At this point, COVID restrictions do not allow us to be able 
to have food fellowship following Lenten worship on Wednesday evenings, 
but if restrictions are lifted, the following groups are scheduled to serve: 

Feb. 17 – Youth will serve a potato bake 
Feb. 24 – Board of Parish will have BBQ’s, cheesy potatoes and salads 
Mar. 3 – Board of Elders will serve Pizza Ranch chicken 
Mar. 10 – Board of Stewards will serve Pizza Ranch chicken 
Mar. 17 – Board of Trustees will serve Casey’s pizza 
Mar. 24 – Board of Education will serve soup and sandwiches  
 

Please join us for Lenten worship at 6:00 p.m. beginning Wednesday,  

February 17! 
 



  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Board of  
Education  
Meeting 
Date: Monday,  
February 8 @ 6:00 p.m. 
 

Planning Council Meeting 
Planning Council (All board chair persons, officers, are sched-
uled to meet on Wednesday, February 10 at 6:00 p.m. 
 

 Sunday School  
For the month of February 
Sunday school will be held 
9:30 to 10:30.  If you are 
able, we encourage your 
child to attend in person 
learning to help strengthen 
their relationships with Je-
sus and each other! 
 

Sunday School Offering 
The offering for Spring 2021 

will go towards the Heifer Project or Animal offering.  Heifer 
International works with faith communities around the 
world to reach disempowered populations, helping them 
create sustainable and prosperous futures.  By providing 
livestock and environmentally sound agriculture training, 
they ensure that families have the resources and opportuni-
ties needed to thrive. 
 

Pre-school and Kindergarten VBS  
VBS for our pre-school and kindergarten will be June 7th to 
the 10th from 9:00-11:00 a.m..  We are looking for volun-
teers to run the program and assist.  We encourage you to 
pray on this and please reach out to any board members 
with questions. 
 

Parenting Class  
Continues Through  
February 
   “Power of Love” class is 
for parents of both younger 
and older children, and for 
those who plan to become 
parents. This class is taught 
by Vicar Jeff Hagen and takes place during Sunday School 
hour (9:45-10:45 a.m.) in February in the Fireplace Room on 
the main floor. This program is from Focus on the Family and 
is part of the “Essentials of Parenting” series.  

HyVee & Fareway Receipts 
   The LWML is asking that you save your Fairmont 
HyVee grocery and gas receipts and Fairmont Fare-
way receipts and drop them off at church in the con-
tainer in the front entry.  The LWML will be reim-
bursed $1,000.00 from HyVee for a total of 
$150,000.00 worth of HyVee receipts.  Fareway will 
do the same.    
     Thanks to all who have saved receipts.  We have 
reached our goal of $150,000 for HyVee and now 
starting over.  Another note of interest...the LWML 
has another seminary student we will be supporting 
for some time.            

Attendance 
 

Sunday, January 3:  Attendance:  94 
Wednesday, January 6: Attendance:  7 
Sunday, January 10:  Attendance 106 
Sunday, January 17:  Attendance 91 

Wednesday, January 20:  Attendance  22 
Sunday, January 24:  Attendance 69 

 
Offerings January 1-28 

General Offering:  $21,975.11 
SMP:  $1,000.00 

Youth Donations:  $4,230.00 
Building Fund:  $20.00 
Memorials:  $3,640.00 

 HyVee Goal   FareWay Goal 

150,000       

140,000       

130,000 $139,142.26      
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30,000       

20,000     $20,708.91  

10,000       

0 $1,274.31      

 

Anyone that would like to give their weekly offer-
ing through online banking, there are applications 

in the narthex of the church.   



“Answering The Lord’s Invitation” 
 

    This quarter in my studies at Concordia Theological Seminary Fort Wayne I 
am studying the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts. This study has been 
very good for me, as the Gospel of Luke is the entire story of Jesus and His 
life on Earth.  
   We are currently going through Jesus’ ministry leading up to his death on 
the cross, so the timing of these studies couldn’t be better. We will soon be 
starting the season of Lent with Ash Wednesday worship taking place 
Wednesday, February 17, so many of the Gospel lessons we are covering in 
worship leading up to Lent parallels with the same passages that I am study-

ing in the Gospel of Luke. Jesus uses His ministry to teach the Gospel to those who come to see Him. Many times 
His teaching is done through the use of parables. Even His own disciples questioned why Jesus used parables to 
teach and his answer to them was, “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for 
others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.” (Luke 8:9-10)  
Jesus uses metaphors to explain how the Gospel ministry works and why sometimes our own sinful nature, the 
world, and the devil all work to thwart the Gospel by resisting the Holy Spirit. During many of Jesus’ teaching and 
preaching, there were some in the crowds that gathered that were insincere and hostile individuals. The parables 
that Jesus used in his preaching were used to prevent those who were not sincere or were hostile from under-
standing the secrets of the kingdom of God. 
   This year I will be taking part in leading Lenten Service Worship throughout Lent. Pastor Wilson, Pastor Reimers 
and I will rotate serving St. John’s Sherburn, St. Paul’s Wilbert and Our Savior’s Ceylon worship services on 
Wednesday evenings. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 6:00 p.m. and the three of us will rotate the 
remaining Lenten worship services starting February 24 through Wednesday, March 24. Our theme for Lent this 
year is “Return to the Lord” and I look forward to helping bring the message to you during that time. The Lord in-
vites us with this passage: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and 
abounding in steadfast love, and He relents over disaster.” (Joel 2:13).  
   During the season of Lent, we switch from singing the common Alleluia and Verse to singing the passage from 
Joel 2:13. That verse goes like this, “Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love, and abounding in steadfast love.” This verse is sung between the Epistle (or sec-
ond) reading and the Holy Gospel in our worship service. This passage is meant as a way to show us God’s invita-
tion for us to return back to Him by shedding our “Old Adam” and being washed anew, in the waters of our bap-
tism, and an emergence in the clothing of the “New Adam”. Our focus during Lent is to put aside the worldly ills 
and influences, and instead focus on how Jesus fulfilled God’s promise to us, during His journey to the cross, upon 
which He died to give us eternal salvation. The passage from Joel 2:13 brings this into focus each week as we sing 
this Lenten verse. We will be taking part in this journey of Jesus through our Lenten services this year, a journey 
that leads to the cross at Calvary, and it all culminates three days later, when we arrive at the tomb, only to find it 
empty – for Jesus has risen from the dead! 
  Many people use the season of Lent to show some sort of a sacrifice by giving up something. Some may give up 
eating chocolate during Lent, others may give up smoking, or drinking or even social media. This Lent I challenge 
you to give up something more – give up anything that interferes with your time on Wednesday evenings and in-
stead join us for Lenten worship at 6:00 p.m. each Wednesday. You will find that what you gave up does not com-
pare to what you will gain by joining us in worship those evenings. 
   
  May God bless you, watch over you, protect you, and guide you as we answer the Lord’s invitation to return to 
Him. 

Vicar Jeff 



Purchase Cards From The LWML 
The LWML has a variety of boxed greeting cards 
available for you to purchase.  They are located 
on the counter in the fireside room.  Please take 
time to look over their great selection of cards.  
The cost is marked on the boxes.  You can leave 
your money in the container by the cards or 
drop it off at the church office.  Thank you. 
 
 

 
   We want to thank everyone for birthday wish-
es, flowers from our children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. Thank you  for cards, calls 
and flowers for our 
60th anniversary. 
   The Covid puts 
restrictions on eve-
ry day things, but 
not on the love of 
family and friends.  
In Christ the Good 
Shepherd. God 
Bless!  ~Bob & Norma Brolsma 
 
Thank you, thank you, thank you! To our family 
and friends for all the cards, calls, messages, 
flowers, and treats.  You made our month of 
celebrations very special 
~Darv & Helen Roebbeke 

 
LWML 

January Minutes   
 
   President Diane Nelson 
called the meeting to order. 
   Vicar Jeff Hagen gave a 
devotion, “The Family Ta-
ble”.  This is where we share 
prayers, devotions, joys of 
the day, laughter and a time 
of caring. 
   Pastor Wilson installed the 
officers for 2021:  president Lynne Mulso, secretary Lois 
Ziemer, vice president/Christian growth Judy Hybbert, treasur-
er Mary Swanson, executive board Marlene Kuntz, Sally Yahnke 
and Karen Brolsma, LWML zone delegates Lois Ziemer and Lana 
Morris. 
   President Lynne Mulso also presided over the meeting.  Sec-
retary’s report was read and corrected.  A motion was made 
and seconded and approved to send $100 to Temperance Lake 
Ridge to buy cake and ice cream for a Christmas party for the 
residents.  Lynne corrected the spelling of her name Lynn to 
Lynne.  Roberta and Charlotte served a delicious lunch.  Should 
have read Roberta Garbers and Charlotte Kitner served a deli-
cious lunch.  Thank you’s were read from Crest, Vicar Jeff Ha-
gen, Kathy Potts, the Terri Ringnell family, and Pastor Steve 
Wilson. 
    Treasurer Mary Swanson gave her report and it was placed 
on file. 
   Diane Nelson gave a report of the amount of the totals of our 
grocery receipts. 
   A very informative letter was read from our new seminary 
student, Ryan Barnett. 
   New business:  It was suggested to have a new picture taken 
of our group.  Mary Swanson volunteered to work on the 
LWML bulletin board.  Connie Markquart will be the zone dele-
gate to the 39th biennial convention in Lexington, Kentucky 
June 24-27, 2021. 
   Mites were collected.  Judy Hybbert read about the LWML 
project Making Jesus Known in the United States Ethnic Com-
munities. 
   The LWML Pledge was said.  We prayed the Lord’s Prayer and 
the table prayer. 
 

 
February LWML Meeting 
Wednesday, February 10 

2:00 p.m. 
 

 



 

 Upcoming Events 
 Jr. High FFF is first Wednesday of February 
(February 3) after confirmation until 6:30 p.m. 
 Sr. High FFF is fourth Wednesday (February 24).  
Meet together for 6:00 p.m. Lent service then food and 
fellowship after the service. 
 TBD:  Trying to coordinate a Dodgeball date with St. 
James Lutheran.   
 TBD:  Working on a movie day/night—stay tuned 
for more information! 
 
 FFF is in need of support for meal preparation each 
FFF event. Nothing big just some quick & easy “kid” 
style meals Please call Mandi or Sheri if God is calling 
you to help with this. 
 Envelope Fundraiser is still going so please keep the 
youth in mind. 
 Ash Wednesday – February 17, If we are allowed to 
serve meals, the youth will be serving potato bake sup-
per after the Lent service. 
 Please join our Sunday School hour each week for 
some great Bible/life application lessons. 
 

Confirmation Classes Continue 
Confirmation instruction for St. John’s Lutheran 7th and 8th graders continues on Wednesdays in February from 3:45 to 
5:00 pm. We continue to practice safe distance and mask guidelines during the class and ask the students to please 
abide by them. We invite the confirmation students, along with their parents, to join us for Wednesday evening Len-
ten Services beginning February 17.  
   Here is the schedule of confirmation topics by week for February: 
Date:    7th Grade     8th Grade 
February 3, 2021  Intro to the Creed         Nature of Sacrament of Altar 
February 10, 2021  First Article (Part 1)         Benefit of Sacrament of Altar 
February 17, 2021  First Article (Part 2)         Power of Sacrament of Altar 
February 24, 2021  First Article (Part 3)         How to Receive this Sacrament 
   If your confirmation student is not able to make a specific Wednesday, please make sure that you go over that 
week’s lesson with them and have them fill out the questions in the student workbook.   



 
“Now when all the people were baptized, 
and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heavens were opened, and 
the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, 
like a dove; and a voice came from heaven, ‘You 
are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased’” 
(Luke 3:21–22). 
 

God was pleased. With whom was He 

pleased? His son Jesus of course! But have you ever 
wondered why? What had Jesus done up to this point 
to cause such pleasure for His Father? Well, He didn’t 
get murdered by Herod. He was in the temple like a 
good Jewish boy. He hadn’t done anything exceptional up 
to this point. No healings. No teaching. No resurrections. 
Even in Luke 3, all Jesus does is go down 
into the water and is baptized by His cousin John. 
Nothing spectacular to inspire pleasure in the Father 
has been seen yet.  
 
But that is what gives us the greatest stewardship 
lesson. Stewardship isn’t about the spectacular. You 
don’t have to give millions of dollars to be a Father pleas-
ing steward. You don’t have to go to Africa for 
mission work to get the same kind of “atta boy” from 
God. Stewardship that is faithful and God-pleasing is 
found in everyday life. It is the husband loving his wife 
because she is a gift from God. It is a mom feeding her ba-
by in the middle of the night because she has been given 
this new life to steward. It is a child doing their level best 
because their talents are gifts from God.  
 
 

This happens every day. You have been doing it. 
Simple gifts have been entrusted to you. Your faithful 
presence in worship, your generosity for the Gospel, 
the investment in your family with the message of 
the Gospel and so many other mundane efforts are 
stewardship. It is your faithfulness to the callings you 
have been given. 
 
The Father was well pleased with Jesus because of what He 
had done up to that point. He was also well pleased with 
what He was going to do. The same is true of you, faithful 
steward. He is pleased with what you have done and what He 
knows you will do. He knows you will heed His Word and an-
swer His call. He has given you all the grace you need to be 
His faithful steward. 
With you He is well pleased. 

 
 

faithful 
stewardship 
The gift of faithful stewardship 

Prayer 
Loving Father, You were well pleased with the 
faithful work of Your Son both before and after His 
Baptism in the Jordan. Grant us the grace to be 
faithful in the stewardship of our daily lives. When 
we fall short, lead us back to Jesus. We know that 
it is because of Him that You are pleased with us. 
Lead us to be faithful stewards of His Gospel every 
day! Amen. 



 

1 Emily Hansen 
1 Alex Schliesmann 
2 Darren Bettin 
2 Caden Korte 
2 Joyce Reigel 
2 Brock Stauffer 
2 Jeff Zender 
4 Sharon Moeller  
4 Kenna Krahmer 
4 Shane Rowen 
4  Chris Stenson 
4 Brian Skogerboe 
6  Dayton Hartung 
7 Marlene Gettler 
7 Tim Holm 
7 Deb Olson 
8 Henry Hartung 
9 Brian Rienhardt 
9 Tyson Cooley 
9 Julian Rightmire 
9 Jessica Roben 
9 Brenna Thate 
10 Chad Kosbab 
10 Paul Markquart 
10 Melissa Rowen 
10 Bradyn Schubert 
10 John Weseman 
10 Pat Winter 
11 Nick Danielson 
11 Troy Ringnell 
11  Nicole Runkle 
12  Trent Luhmann 
12 Mike Hemiller 
12 Kathy Hendricksen 
12 Matt Klima 
12  Wanda Klima 
12 Emmet Olson 
13 Jake Hannegrefs 
13 Kristen Steuber 
14 Tammy Hand 
 

14  Cindy Bettin 
14 Leah Hartung 
14 Clifford Meyer 
15 Kane Wohlhuter 
16 Jeff Hagen 
16 Lori Meacham 
17  Gary Janssen 
17  Maggi Anderson 
17 Sebastian Lingle 
18 Charlotte Cordes 
18 Kristin Diekmann 
19 Stefani Cain 
20 Kurt Jans 
20 Faith Schermerhorn 
20 Kelly Stenson 
20 Caleb Stibbe 
21  Don Laue 
22 Audrey Diekmann 
22 Bryce Freking 
22 Betty Nordhausen 
23 Danielle Cummings 
23 Rielle McNicol 
24 Colby Kuehl 
24  Cheryl Oelkers 
24 Savannaha Whitehead 
25  Matt Bliesmer 
25 Amanda Larson 
25  Brittany Anderson 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

27 Brian Brolsma 
27 Randy Grill 
27 Tiara Kennedy 
27 Trent Kennedy 
27  Jayne Weseman 
27 Maddox Hecker 
27  Ella Meyers 
27 Stephanie Truesdell 
28 Leah Amborn 
 
 

 
3  Ken & Mavis Morris 
3 Martin & Beulah Rosenberg 
5 Bruce & Nancy Schwager 
9 Pat & Nichole Chase 
10 Larry & Verna Bliesmer 
13 Ron & Lori Bettin 
 
If your birthday or anniversary is not 
listed please contact us at the church 
office.  Thank you. 

 

 



QUARTERLY VOTER’S MEETING  1/24/21 
The Quarterly Voter’s Meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church was called to order by Paul Stueven 1/24/21 at approxi-
mately 10:15 a.m.  Due to Covid, the meeting was held in the church sanctuary and was also available online. There 
were 31 members in attendance, plus 20 online for a total of 51. 
Pastor Wilson opened with prayer. 
 

Secretary’s Report: Mary Johnson 
The Secretary’s Report was included in the packet. There were two minor typographical changes. Brad Ringnell made 
the motion, seconded by Dennis Larson to accept the Secretary’s Report.  Motion carried. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Kathy Potts 
The Treasurer’s Report was included in the packet. Financial support continued even with Covid challenges. Robb Lar-
son made the motion, seconded by Marlene Stueven to accept the Secretary’s Report.  Motion carried. 
 

Audit Committee Report: Mary Whitehead 
An Audit committee which included Jessica Korte, Nancy Schwager and Mary Whitehead conducted an audit of the 
2020 church financial accounts. Random sampling of revenues, expenditures and payroll taxes were performed. Every-
thing was complete and no discrepancies were found. Lana Morris made the motion, seconded by Brad Ringnell to ac-
cept the Audit Committee Report.  Motion carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Pastor Steve Wilson      
     To begin my report to you I must begin by telling you that this has been the most difficult year of my 31 years in the 
ministry due to the fact of what Covid has done to separate the body of Christ physically.  I must admit that worship for 
me has not been as fulfilling due to the fact that so many of our members are not present in the house of the Lord.  I 
feel separated from them as their pastor. I truly miss visiting our members in the hospital, care facilities, and in their 
homes. 
 At the same time, I am thankful that through technology we can live stream our service so our members are able to 
participate in worship in their own homes.  We receive many comments from members as well as non-members that 
they appreciate the services on line. Our live streaming has become a wonderful means of outreach and ministry.  A big 
thank you to Sheri Markquart, Nate Amborn, and Carson Kahler for their gift of technology and the giving of their time 
to make this ministry possible.   
      Presently we have 21 of our church members residing in nursing and assisted living care facilities.   Since February 
these facilities have closed their doors to visitation including family members.  Sad to say most of these members have 
not received Holy Communion since these restrictions were put into place.  The only time that I have been allowed to 
come into these facilities is when a church member has been put into hospice care.  
     The parochial report of membership, baptisms, confirmations, weddings, and funerals are included in the voter’s 
packet.    
     Ash Wednesday is February 17 and begins our Lenten season in our journey with Jesus to the cross on Good Friday. 
Our Lenten them is “Return to the Lord” and is a series of messages leading up to Holy Week. Myself, Pastor Reimers 
and Vicar Hagen will be rotating in leading worship at St. Paul’s Wilbert and St. John’s Sherburn. Worship Services for 
Lent will be at 6:00pm. Due to Covid restrictions, at this time we do not plan serving meals following the services. Par-
ish Services has a schedule planned in case this changes.  Palm Sunday begins Passion Week on Sunday, March 28. 
There will not be a confirmation service this year on Palm Sunday since confirmation is now held the first Sunday of 
May each year. Maundy Thursday service with Holy Communion will be April 1 at 7:00 p.m. and Good Friday service 
will be April 2 at 7:00 p.m.. Easter Services are scheduled for Sunday, April 4. Worship times are not yet set, but will be 
announced in the weeks preceding Easter and published in the Beacon. Easter breakfast is on hold at this time due to 
current restrictions, but may be allowed by Easter. Watch for any updates.                     
      Vicar Jeff Hagen is a blessing to our congregation and to me as his mentor. He is gifted in many areas of ministry and 
the work of the church.  Jeff is very good with time management and can see for himself what needs to be done.  He is 
able to conduct worship services and this is refreshing for both the congregation and me. It is very evident that God is 
and will continue to use Jeff in His service.  I was able to attend Seminary with him in late September and to sit with 
him in class.  The week brought back to mind and heart many good memories.  Jeff is doing well with his classes and 
has a good rapport with both his classmates and professor.   
     For those who are not attending worship services due to the Covid pandemic and would like to receive Holy  
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Communion in their homes or here at the church please call the church office 507-764-5312 or me at 507-236-1181 to 
set up a time.  It is my joy and privilege to serve the Lord in administering His Sacrament and distributing His blessings 
that have come to us through His body and blood.   
God bless our congregation in this new year!  ~Pastor Steve 
 

Vicar’s Report: Vicar Jeff Hagen 
     As I am writing this report, I am now four weeks into my second quarter of schooling at Concordia Theological Semi-
nary, Ft. Wayne, Indiana.  This quarter all of my class time will be done online and also via Google Meet live discussions 
on Thursday night.  I am one of 10 SMP students in this class who are in our first year of Seminary. 
      Since my last report to the voters, here is an overview of my work in the congregation: 
     Due to an increase in cases of Covid locally, St. John’s has been in “online live stream worship” only for what will be 
3 weeks (as of December 6 – they resumed again on December 13).  During this time, Pastor Wilson and I continued to 
have Confirmation instruction “in-person” due to the fact that we can distance the students, wear masks and maintain 
a safe-distance instruction.  I have 9 students that I work with in the 7th grade confirmation class that meets on 
Wednesdays from 3:45 to 5:00 p.m.  
     Each Monday, I begin preparing the worship service for the following week, using various sources to develop the 
service. Pastor and I review the service on Wednesdays, making any changes needed and then submit them to Kathy 
for the bulletin and Sheri for the Sunday slides on ProPresenter. 
      Board of Ed member and Sunday school superintendent Cassy Roben has done a great job of getting the virtual 
online lessons out to the parents each week so that the SS students could continue their studies at home while we did-
n’t have in-person sessions before Christmas.  Because of safety concerns, it was decided by the board to not have a 
Sunday school Christmas program this year.  Sunday school resumed in-person on Sunday, January 10.  I met with the 
Board of Education in a listening capacity when they met on January 12, 2021. 
     I have been continuing to assist the technology committee with the updates they are doing throughout the church, 
which included adding in the 4 TVs (2 front-facing and 2 back-facing) in the sanctuary, and will help with the switch-
over to a new audio system. Sheri and Nate have put in A LOT of time to learn and operate the new equipment and we 
have already used it to live-stream 2 funerals in December along with a number of worship services.  Due to the in-
creased demand for the new system, the urgency has grown to find more people to train on the operation of the 
equipment to help ease the burden placed upon Sheri and Nate, along with Carson Kahler, who has been assisting 
when he can. Approximately 200-400 per week watch the service online. 
     I started a young adult parent (and those who will become a parent) class on Sunday mornings during Sunday school 
hour.  I am using a program from the Focus on The Family Institute, called “The Power of Love”, which involves watch-
ing a DVD presentation on the week’s topic, having a discussion time afterwards on the presentation and also on some 
questions that are presented and we have some social time together as a group. The first week we had a total of 5 par-
ticipants (2 couples and one single) and had a great discussion. This first session is a 6 week presentation and we will 
have more classes in the coming months. 
     In addition to the above items, I help Pastor Wilson with doing some home visits, along with making phone calls to 
those who are unable to attend worship or have medical issues. I also researched and chose (with approval of Pastors 
Wilson and Reimers) our Lenten Service themes and services for 2021 from CPH. The Lenten theme this year is “Return 
to the Lord”. 
      Pastor Wilson continues to mentor me as I continue my studies towards Ordination and I am very thankful for his 
guidance, along with the support of this congregation and others.   ~ Vicar Jeff 
 

Nate Klima made the motion, seconded by Marlys Kahler to accept the Pastor’s and Vicar’s Reports. Motion carried. 
 

Board Of Elders: Kent Meyers 
• Chair is Kent Meyers; Vice chair is Jamie Williamson 
• Kingdom Builders the elders participated in the meeting then met as a Board. 
• Reviewed the past budget and staff compensation and set budget for 2021. 
• The elders continue to monitor the Sunday services and Wednesday services for attendance and Covid measures 

still working. 
• Looking at moving February services at 8:30 a.m. and having Sunday school at 9:45 a.m. 
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• Elders Sunday Rotation:  Ryan Kahler will take the spot that Nate A. was on the schedule, otherwise, it stays the 
same.  For Mid-week services, whoever has the Sunday prior will have the Wednesday night service. 

• Livestream for weddings and funerals, a stipend of $200 will be requested/required if they want to livestream the 
service. 

• The cooperation regarding Covid rules and restrictions is greatly appreciated. 
 

 
 
Board Of Trustees: Jeff Markquart--online 
• The Trustees agreed to leave their line items the same except for: 
• Technology - increase to $5,000.  Change the description of this to Technology Software.  This amount will be used 

to cover the software renewals (hymn copyright, Office licenses, live stream software renewals, Church360, etc) 
• Add a line called Technology Equipment.  The amount to budget for 2021 is $14,000.  This includes several things 

such as sanctuary speakers, Sunday school room TVs, a 4th camera for sanctuary, a different connection to show 
services in the fireplace room and basement...) 

• The total Trustee budget for 2021 should be $72,950. 
 

 
 
Board of Stewardship: Marlene Stueven 
• The new church website, which will be available soon, provides a payment portal which will allow members and 

non-members to donate via automatic withdrawal, credit card, or by text. It integrates with the church software to 
record your contributions.  

• The automatic withdrawal can still be set up through the church office. We encourage you to take advantage of this 
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Board of Elders  2020 Budgeted  2020 Spent  2021 Proposed 

Conference/Convention  $                    1,000.00  $                    125.00  $                       1,000.00 

Confirmation  $                       900.00  $                 2,198.29  $                       1,500.00 

Guest Pastor/Speaker  $                    1,000.00  $                    325.00  $                           500.00 

Ministerial Supplies  $                       200.00  $                    206.33  $                           200.00 

Circuit/Synod Expense  $                       750.00  $                    750.00  $                           750.00 

Emergency Help  $                       500.00  $                              -  $                           500.00 

Medical & Retirement & H.S.A  $                 68,100.00  $              58,973.13  $                     64,428.76 

Staff Salary & Social Security  $               204,704.00  $            215,310.20  $                  211,289.10 

Education SMP  $                                 -  $                              -  $                     10,000.00 

Total Board of Elders  $               277,154.00  $            277,887.95  $                  290,167.86 

Board of Trustees  2020 Budgeted  2020 Spent  2021 Proposed 

Custodial Supplies  $                    1,000.00  $                    349.85  $                       1,000.00 

Insurance  $                 11,000.00  $                 9,754.00  $                     11,000.00 

Office Machines/Repairs  $                    6,000.00  $              12,092.84  $                       6,000.00 

Petty Cash  $                       100.00  $                              -  $                           100.00 

Office Supplies  $                    2,000.00  $                 1,544.94  $                       2,000.00 

Paper  $                       850.00  $                    444.06  $                           850.00 

Postage  $                    1,500.00  $                 1,056.39  $                       1,500.00 

Repairs/Maintenance  $                 12,000.00  $              19,068.37  $                     12,000.00 

Snow Removal  $                    2,500.00  $                 1,521.17  $                       2,500.00 

Utilities  $                 17,000.00  $              14,265.15  $                     17,000.00 

Technology  $                    3,500.00  $                 5,721.40  $                       5,000.00 

Technology Equipment    $                     14,000.00 

Total Board of Trustees  $                 57,450.00  $              65,818.17  $                     72,950.00 



         as It provides the church a steady and constant income which makes it easier to pay the church’s obligations in a    
        timely manner. 
• Once the new website is operational, we intend to give you the opportunity to complete a Time and Talents survey. 

We want to know what your skills and passions are, and the survey will help you identify areas where you can 
share your time and talents with the congregation.  

• Starting with next month’s newsletter, we will be including one devotion each month as part of a series of Steward-
ship devotions called “Simple Gifts”. Stayed tuned as we plan to offer other opportunities to learn about and partic-
ipate in our stewardship efforts here at St. John’s. 

 

 
 
Board Of Education: Cassy Roben 
• Chairperson: Cassy Roben 
• Co- Chairperson: Darla Price 
• Meeting date to go over yearly calendar and board responsibilities Tuesday 2/9/2021 @ 6:00 p.m. 
• Sunday school offering for the Spring 2021 will go to the Heifer Project 
• There will not be opening until restrictions are less limiting 
• VBS for Preschool and Kindergarten will be June 7-10. Looking for volunteers to run the program 
• Camp Omega VBS for Grades 1-6 is planned for July 12-16. 
• Anyone willing to help in any way, is asked to call the church office. 
 

 
 
Board of Parish Services: Lana Morris 
• The Board of Parish met on Tuesday, Jan 12 at 6:00 p.m..  In attendance were Lana Morris, Janet Kahler, and Deb 

Schwager. 
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Board of Stewards  2020 Budgeted  2020 Spent  2021 Proposed 

Offering Envelopes  $                       600.00  $                    615.55  $                           500.00 

Mission to Synod  $                 22,400.00  $              22,400.00  $                     23,000.00 

Martin Luther High School  $                    5,000.00  $                 5,000.00  $                       5,000.00 

LCMS Free to Be Faithful  $                    1,000.00  $                 1,000.00  $                       1,250.00 

LCMS Joint Seminary Fund  $                                 -  $                              -  $                       1,000.00 

CREST  $                       250.00  $                    250.00  $                           500.00 

Hospice  $                                 -  $                              -  Remove 

Habitat For Humanity  $                                 -  $                              -  Remove 

World Encounter  $                                 -  $                              -  Remove 

Youth For Christ  $                                 -  $                              -  Remove 

Total Board of Stewards  $                 29,250.00  $              29,265.55  $                     31,250.00 

Board of Education  2020 Budgeted  2020 Spent  2021 Proposed 

Sunday School  $                    2,700.00  $                 3,568.16  $                       2,700.00 

VBS  $                       600.00  $                       97.84  $                           600.00 

VBS Day Camp  $                    2,500.00  $                    900.00  $                       1,600.00 

Senior Banquet  $                       300.00  $                              -  $                           300.00 

Bible Knowledge Bowl  $                          50.00  $                    100.82  $                             50.00 

Teacher Appreciation  $                       350.00  $                       54.30  $                           350.00 

Sunday School Postage  $                       500.00  $                    142.79  $                           200.00 

National Youth Gathering  $                    3,000.00  $                 3,000.00  $                       6,000.00 

Food Fun Faith    $                       2,000.00 

Fall Senior Care Packages    $                           200.00 

Total Board Of Education  $                 10,000.00  $                 7,863.91  $                     14,000.00 



• Elections of officers - Lana was elected as chairman and Deb Schwager as co-chair 
• Lenten Services were scheduled as follows if we are able to do so: 

• Feb 17 – Youth – Potato Bake 
• Feb 24 – Board of Parish – BBQ’s and cheesy potatoes, salads 
• Mar 3 – Board of Elders – Pizza Ranch Chicken 
• Mar 10 – Board of Stewards – Pizza Ranch chicken 
• Mar 17 – Board of Trustees – Casey’s Pizza 
• Mar 24 – Board of Ed – Soup & Sandwich 

• Budget was set at $7750 – Worship Supplies was raised from $2600 to $2900 to accommodate Wed services 
• Organist Salary – we were given the task of setting the organist salary.  Current salary was set at $8375.  We raised 

it to $11,950.  This includes 53 regular Sundays (includes Christmas Eve) @ $150 and 32 special services @ $125 
• Greeter schedule is to remain the same with Janet Kahler greeting on the 5th Sunday, which includes Jan 31, May 

30, Aug 29, & Oct 31.  If anyone cannot greet on their assigned Sunday, please find a replacement. You can call Ja-
net for late services. With only one service, talk with the other person assigned on your Sunday to decide who 
wants to greet. 

• Confirmation is set for May 2. We will do a reception if we are able to at that time. 
• Communication committee was combined with the Technology committee as voted on by the Planning Council. 
• Erin Meyers is working on the new members picture board. 
• Sally Yahnke is working on welcome packets. 
• Lana will give this report to the voters at the meeting on Sunday, Jan 24.  Respectfully submitted Lana Morris 

 
 
Marvin Garbers made the motion, seconded by Brad Ringnell to accept the Board Reports and 2021 Budget as present-
ed. Motion carried. 
 

Business 
 (Authorization of Officers) 
This authorization shall be in effect until the next annual meeting of the congregation in January, 2022:  WHEREAS, if 
need arises to borrow temporary funds to finance cash flow during the year 2021, be it RESOLVED that pursuant to Ar-
ticle VI, Section D, Constitution and By-Laws of St. John’s Lutheran Church, Legal Officers, the President, Vice President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer, are hereby authorized to borrow funds for the year of 2021 by the voters assembled at the 
Annual Voter’s Meeting of St. John’s Lutheran Church on January 24, 2021. 
 

Brad Ringnell made the motion, seconded by Ryan Kahler to approve the above resolution. Motion carried. 
 

(Circuit Assessment) 
We will be paying our annual assessment of $750.00 to the Sherburn Circuit on January 31, 2021.  The assessment is 
$1.50 per communicant member and is used to pay for the registration fee and the sending of our circuit representa-
tives to the synod convention. 
 

Old Business:  None 
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Board of Parish Services  2020 Budgeted  2020 Spent  2021 Proposed 

Christmas/Lent/Fellowship  $                    1,500.00  $                    951.04  $                       1,500.00 

Adult Choir  $                       850.00  $                              -  $                           850.00 

Bulletins  $                    1,750.00  $                 1,219.66  $                       1,750.00 

Worship Supplies  $                    2,600.00  $                 2,830.20  $                       2,900.00 

Friendship Club  $                       750.00  $                       41.65  $                           750.00 

Total Board of Parish Services  $                    7,450.00  $                 5,042.55  $                       7,750.00 

        

        



New Business 
 

Technology/Communications Committee 
Membership: The Board of Trustees shall appoint at least four (4) members to the Technology/Communication Com-
mittee. Their terms shall be the same as all elected positions. The Technology/Communications committee shall report 
to and through the Board of Trustees. 
Responsibilities: 
• Meet on a regular basis with the Board of Trustees 
• At least annually, review all computer and technology needs of the following: 
• All called church workers 
• Other paid church workers 
• Board of Education and Sunday school 
• Board of Elders 
• Work with called church workers and the Board of Elders to provide technology support for worship services as 

agreed upon 
• Work with the Board of Education, Sunday school superintendent and Youth Committee to provide technology sup-

port as agreed upon 
• Establish a list and schedule of volunteers to assist in providing all support needed for worship services, special ser-

vices (i.e.: funerals, weddings, mid-week, etc) and other needs of the congregation 
• Maintain constant communication with the church office, called church workers and all other boards and com-

mittees of the church 
• Work with those referenced above to establish a “what, when, where and how” pattern to support them in their 

projects, activities, and worship services through promoting these activities 
• Provide and maintain multiple channels and levels of communication to reach all members of the congregation 
• Other duties as agreed upon. 
 

Nate Klima made the motion, seconded by Lana Morris to approve the Technology/Communication Committee to our 
charter. Motion carried. 
 

SYNOD CONVENTION QUESTION 
Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019-2022 triennium allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 
2021 or 2022, and moving the upcoming National Synod Convention from 2022 t0 2023? [Thereafter, the triennium 
cycle will continue forward from 2023 in three-year increments, as before (i.e., with district conventions held in 2025, 
2028, etc., and Synod Conventions held in 2026, 2029, etc.).]  Need a vote “Yes” or No” by congregation. 
Ginny Ringnell made the motion, seconded by Dennis Larson to postpone the synod convention for one year. Motion 
carried. 
 

2021 District Convention Lay Delegate and Alternate 
Lynne Mulso has volunteered to be St. John’s Lay Delegate and Dennis Larson has volunteered to be the alternate. 
Ryan Kahler made the motion, seconded by Robb Larson to approve Lynne Mulso as delegate and Dennis Larson as al-
ternate. Motion carried. 
 

Other Business 
Covid PPP grant has not been spent at this time. It will be kept as a special fund and used at a time when it is deemed 
necessary. 
 

Brad Ringnell made the motion, seconded by Pastor Wilson to adjourn at approximately 11:00 a.m. Motion carried. 
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer and singing the Doxology. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Mary Johnson, Secretary 
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Officers & Board Members 2021 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Sherburn, Minnesota 
  

  
Office/Board  Term Expires  Term Expires  Term Expires 
   12/31/2021  12/31/2022  12/31/2023 
  
  
President  Paul Stueven 
  
Vice President     Robb Larson* 
  
Treasurer        Mary Whitehead* 
  
Secretary     Mary Johnson* 
  
Board of   Cassy Roben  Molly Roben*  Stephanie Kneeland 
  Education  Stephanie Truesdell Mandi Kosbab  Darla Price 
  
Board of  Nate Klima*  Kent Meyers*  Brian Krumwiede* 
  Elders   Jamie Williamson Dennis Larson  Ryan Kahler 
  
Board of   Judy Hybbert  Linda Schwager* Lana Morris* 
  Parish Services  Erin Meyers*  Amanda Larson  Deb Williamson* 
   Sally Yahnke  Sara Klima  Janet Kahler 
         Deb Schwager   
  
Board of  Edith Gates  Marlene Stueven Stephanie Wohlhuter 
  Stewards  Lynne Mulso  Jessica Korte  Bonnie Wilson 
  
Board of   Nick Holm  Jeff Markquart  Sam Meixell* 
  Trustees  Barry Kneeland* Justin Williamson Jim Claussen* 
  
*(Denotes on 2nd Term of Three Years) 
  
  
Youth Committee:  Sheri Markquart, Ryan Kahler, Chris Kahler 
  
Memorial Committee:  Connie Markquart, Dorothy Behne, Karen Brolsma, Marvin Garbers, Dan Grill, Mary Swanson,  
  
Technology/Communications Committee  Nate Amborn, Sheri Markquart, Carson Kahler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

The Lutheran Hour 
 

Radio Broadcast:  KSUM, Fairmont 1370 AM—Sundays @ 11:00 a.m. 
KJLY Blue Earth 104.5 FM—Sundays @ 6:00 p.m. 

Topics delivered by the Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler for each Sunday include: 
 
 

February 7  "Stories Around the Table"  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
Dr. Michael Zeigler shares a story about people who had more in common than they thought. (Mark 6-8) 

February 14  "Shines and Saves"  Guest Speaker: Rev. Cody Cooper 
Jesus surpasses all expectations as we see Him revealed on the Mount of Transfiguration. (Mark 9:2-13) 

February 21  "Do You See Anything?"    Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
The world wields power with blunt force, but God hides His power in suffering, weakness, and humility. (Mark) 

February 28  "Where a Kid Can Be a Kid"  Speaker: Rev. Dr. Michael Zeigler 
An impossible situation need not be a hopeless one. (Mark 10) 

St. John’s Lutheran Church                                           
317 South Main Street                                                     
P.O. Box 760                                                                 
Sherburn, Minnesota  56171                                          
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