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A  MESSAGE  FROM

PASTOR  J IM
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

What an interesting last year this has been.  Who would have guessed that we’d

only have five Sundays together before COVID-19 dramatically changed how we

worship together and how we interact in our everyday lives?  Many people will

look back at 2020 and see a year they would like to forget.  It’s true that 2020 was

filled with loss and disappointment and missed opportunities.  But during that

same time, God’s amazing grace was at work in our St. John’s Church Family.  I’ve

put together some of the facts and figures that will help paint a picture of what

God has done through each of you - through the body of Christ here at St. John’s

Lutheran Church.  My family and I are grateful for God's call to St. Johns and we're

looking forward to worshipping and serving with you in the coming year.

God's blessings to each of you,

Pastor Jim
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COMMUN I CAT IONS

Began videotaping the weekly readings and sermon and distributed them to

all the addresses on our church email distribution list.

increased the number of Facebook posts. We typically post two to three new

messages per week.

instituted a weekly Prayer and Care email that encourages our members to

pray for those who are suffering from illness, injury, or loss.

Implemented live streaming of the Sunday 10:30am service.
 



88%
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BAPTISMS

6
CONFIRMATIONS

4

FUNERALS

4

NEW MEMBERS

5

SACRAMENTS

& SERV I CES
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OUTREACH

We hosted four Movie Nights

throughout the Summer of 2020 (I Still

Believe, Captain Marvel, Overcomer,

The Greatest Showman). 

These events included worship music

from Grant and Miranda Bowdish from

St. Mark in Battle Creek, music from

the local band, Silver Creek, featuring

our own Bruce Bishop and Mark

Holden, and various food trucks.  

Many people from our church family

and the St. Johns Community enjoyed

these family-friendly nights of

entertainment.
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OUTREACH

Began hosting Parking Lot Worship

Services beginning with Easter of 2020

using an FM Transmitter.  We continue

to have many members and guests use

this option for worship.  As I recently

mentioned, I see our parking lot as an

extension of our sanctuary during

these unusual times.  

I’m grateful for our “Holy Honkers” and

for the joy I feel when I see cars lined

up in our parking lot ready to worship.  
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Winter Gear Drive for children in our St. Johns Elementary Schools

Provided 5 beds with new bedding and Christmas gifts for a family in

need in the area.

Started discussions with a local child day care facility to relocate to our

facility.
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OUTREACH
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TOTAL INCOME

$385,605

TOTAL EXPENSES

$336,032

NET INCOME

$49,573

TECHNOLOGY

$2,200

F I NANC IA L S

SPEC IA L  FUNDRA I S ERS

NEW ROOF

$46,680

STAINED GLASS

WINDOWS
$14,000

The flat roof covering the Narthex

and the Old Education Wing was

completely replaced with a rubber

roof with a 20-year warranty.

Raised $2,200 for the technology upgrades

necessary to provide live streaming of our

worship services.  Live streaming began at

the 10:30 am service on January 31, 2021.

We are thrilled with the beautiful windows designed by

David Wiskirchen from Wiskirchen Studios, a company that

specializes in church art and restoration.
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MORTGAGE  UPDATE

We have four primary areas of expenses: 

 

1. Regular operational expenses 

2. Capital projects, like our recently completed roof project. 

3. Ministries and outreach 

4. Mortgage payments.  

 

The largest and most pressing change coming in 2021 is related to our mortgage. 

 In March of 2016, St. John’s Lutheran Church converted a construction loan that

the church had received from the Church Extension Fund to a mortgage loan.  The

initial principal balance was $1,488,112.89. The interest rate was 3.25% and the

balloon term was 5 years.  The loan was amortized for a 25-year period.  The

maturity date on the initial balloon term is April 30, 2021.  That’s this coming

April.  During the transition period between full time pastors, the Church

Extension Fund took into consideration the challenges our church was facing and

made three separate accommodations.  We have been paying the interest only

portion of the loan since November of 2017, apart from some very generous

members who have been making an extra donation to apply to the loan principal.  

 

Our current loan balance is $1,125,220.79.  Our interest only payments are currently

$3,130 per month.  We paid $37,558 in mortgage interest during the 2020 calendar

year.  Our payment beginning in May of 2021 will include principal, so our monthly

payment will increase by $4,122 per month.  Our total mortgage payments each

month will be $7,252.  To put that $4,122 increase in perspective, our total weekly

collection currently averages $4,807.  These are big numbers for a small church,

but we can meet our obligations if we make the commitment to all work together.
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SP I R I TUAL  RESOURCES

FOR  THE  DAYS  AHEAD



SCRIPTURE

JOHN 14:27

Peace I leave with you;

my peace I give you. I do

not give to you as the

world gives.  Do not let

your hearts be troubled

and do not be afraid. 

ISAIAH 41:10

Fear not, for I am with you; Be not

dismayed, for I am your God. I will

strengthen you, Yes, I will help

you, I will uphold you with my

righteous right hand.

PHILIPIANS 4:6-7

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer

and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And

the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard

your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

PSALM 27:1

The Lord is my light and my

salvation—so why should I be afraid?

The Lord is my fortress, protecting

me from danger, so why should I

tremble?

EXODUS 14:13

And Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the salvation of

the Lord, which he will work for you today.”
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The Bible is God’s Word—full of truth for every situation we face in

life. As the world endures quarantines, closures, and even panic

during the coronavirus pandemic. These verses about God’s power

to deliver us from fear are ones to hold onto in times of anxiety.



Finally, the entirety of Psalm 91 is a classic and often quoted passage about God’s

protection for those who seek refuge in God. Read it and find peace today.

SCRIPTURE

JOSHUA 1:9

Joshua 1:9

Have I not commanded you? Be strong and

courageous. Do not be frightened, and do

not be dismayed, for the Lord your God is

with you wherever you go.
ISAIAH 41:13

For I am the Lord your God who

takes hold of your right hand and

says to you, Do not fear; I will help

you.
PSALM 23:4

Even though I walk through

the darkest valley, I will fear

no evil, for you are with me;

your rod and your staff, they

comfort me.

1 PETER 5:7

Cast all your anxiety on him

because he cares for you.

2 TIMOTHY 1:7

For God has not given us a spirit of

fear, but of power and of love and

of a sound mind.

PSALM 34:4

I sought the Lord, and he answered

me; he delivered me from all my

fears.
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Contemporary Christian Songs to bring you

peace and comfort.  These can all be found in

music video format on YouTube.

PRAISE &

WORSHIP

Rescue - Lauren Daigle

Peace Be Still - Hope Darst

God Only Knows - For King and Country

Only Jesus - Zach Williams and Dolly Parton

I Will Fear No More - The Afters

New Today - Micah Tyler

Unstoppable God - Sanctus Real

Promise Keeper - Hope Darst

Raise A Hallelujah - Jonathan and

Melissa Helser

Yes I Will - Vertical Worship

You Never Let Go - Matt Redman

Some people find that journaling brings them to a place of peace

and comfort.  You’ll find some journal starter prompts below that I

hope you will find to be helpful.

TALKING 

TO GOD

Describe a time in your life where God has

rescued you. Do you believe He’ll do it again?

Write a scripture that brings you peace. What

is God saying to you?

Describe a time where you believed God

spoke to you.

Write a prayer of surrender to God.

How can you be bold and courageous for the

Lord?

Who or what do you need to forgive?

How can you be a light to others in a dark

world?

Describe a time when God used a bad

situation for your good.

Write a letter of forgiveness to an enemy.

What do you imagine heaven will be like?

When do you feel most distant from God?

The bible specifically speaks of joy, not

happiness. In what way are they different?

What do you love most about your church

family?

PAGE  1 2

SP I R I TUAL  RESOURCES

S T .  JOHN ' S  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  ANNUAL  REPORT


