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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Preamble Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

Christians are admonished to maintain decency and order in all things.  (l Corinthians 
14:40).  Accordingly, the congregation has adopted this constitution to define 
objectives, and the included by-laws to describe the operating procedures and rules of 
conduct.  
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Name Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

The name of the congregation is St. John's Lutheran Church, 511 East Sturgis Street, 
St. Johns, Clinton County, Michigan 48879.  
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Purpose Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

Our Purpose is that the members of Christ's body grow and flourish in faith, and share 
Jesus' love and forgiveness with all people. We are to live our lives so as to give honor 
and glory to the Triune God, to carry out His will as exemplified in Holy Scripture, to 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the world, to manifest the unity of our faith in 
Jesus as God and Savior, to foster Christian fellowship and love, and to extend a 
helping hand to all in need.  
 

2.1 We achieve our Purpose through the power of the Holy Spirit who directs us to preach 
the Word of God, to administer the sacraments, and give religious instruction to all according 
to the confessional standards of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Confessional Standard                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

3.1 The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God and 
the only rule and norm of faith and practice.  
3.2 All the Symbolical Books of the Evangelical Lutheran Church are true and 
unadulterated statements and expositions of the Word of God, to wit: the three 
Ecumenical Creeds (the Apostles' Creed, the Nicene Creed, the Athanasian 
Creed), the Unaltered Augsburg Confession, the Apology of the Augsburg 
Confession, the Smalcald Articles, the Large Catechism of Luther, the Small 
Catechism of Luther, and the Formula of Concord.  
3.3 The Scriptures and the Symbolical Books teach that: 

3.3.1 The Holy Scriptures are the Word of God.  
3.3.2 The one true God is Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost.  
3.3.3 God has created heaven, earth, space, 
and time.  
3.3.4 Man was created in God's image.  
3.3.5 Faith in Jesus Christ is the only way to obtain God's forgiveness of sins and 
receive eternal life.  
3.3.6 Church and state are both ordinances of God, but with different aims and 
responsibilities.  

3.4 No doctrine or practice contrary to or inconsistent with the Holy Scriptures or the 
Symbolical Books shall be taught or tolerated. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Synodical Membership                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

This congregation shall be a member of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod as long 
as the Synod conforms to the congregation’s confessional standards as set forth in this 
constitution. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Membership                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

All who agree with Section 3 may request membership. 
5.1 Members may be received by transfer from a sister (LCMS) congregation, by 
reaffirmation of faith, by confirmation, and by baptism.  

5.1.1 Baptized members are all who have been baptized in the name of the Triune 
God and who are under the spiritual care of the pastor of this congregation, 
including children who have not yet been confirmed.  
5.1.2 Communicant members are those baptized members who have been 
confirmed in the Lutheran faith, accept the confessional standard of Section 3 of 
this constitution, concur with the contents of Luther's Small Catechism, and are 
not members of any organization whose principles and/or conduct conflict with the 
Word of God.  
5.1.3 Voting members are communicant members who have reached the age of 
18 years, participate as summarized in Section 7 and have been accepted on 
application by the Voters’ Assembly.  

5.2 Duties of Members - Members of the congregation shall conform their entire lives 
to the rule of God's Word, make diligent use of the means of grace, exercise faithful 
stewardship of God's many gifts and talents, impart and accept fraternal admonition 
as the need of such admonition becomes apparent, and be readily available for 
service in the kingdom of Christ both within and outside of the congregation.  
Membership in organizations whose principles and conduct conflict with the Word of 
God is prohibited. 
5.3 Termination of Members - Membership shall be terminated by transfer to a sister 
congregation, by death, by joining a congregation outside the fellowship of this 
congregation, by excommunication, or by self-exclusion.  

5.3.1 Members who conduct themselves in an un-Christian manner shall be 
admonished by the Pastoral Office according to Matthew 18:15-20.  If they remain 
impenitent after proper admonition, they shall be excommunicated.  Each case 
shall be presented individually to the Voters’ Assembly for a final decision.  If such 
members deliberately absent themselves from the meeting(s) at which their case 
is to be discussed, they shall be regarded as having excluded themselves from 
the membership of the congregation. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Powers and Organization                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

6.1 The pastor is the spiritual overseer.  He cares for souls, occupies himself with 
preaching and prayer, and yet also sees to it that the body is cared for.  I Timothy 3:5 
places the called pastor over every office to see to it that the teachers are not 
negligent and that the deacons rightly distribute the provisions. He will insist 
everything should be ruled by God’s Word. He is an ex officio (non-voting) member 
of the Governing Board.   
6.2 The Office of the Public Ministry and all auxiliary offices shall be conferred only 
on such a candidate who professes and adheres to the confessional standard set 
forth in Section 3 of this constitution, is qualified for his work, has been endorsed by 
the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, and is a member of the Synod.  
6.3 Any Pastor or called professional church worker may be removed from office 
by the Voters’ Assembly by a two-thirds majority ballot vote, in Christian and lawful 
order, for one of the following reasons: proclamation of and adherence to false 
doctrine, scandalous life, willful neglect of duties and responsibilities, or inability to 
perform the duties of the office.  
6.4 The congregation is organized as a religious corporation. The congregation 
through the voting membership shall have power to manage and administer its 
internal and external affairs according to the provisions of this document. 
6.5 The following are the expressly reserved enumerated powers of the 
congregation through the voting membership and shall not be delegated: 

6.5.1 The decision to call or to remove a minister of religion ordained.  Bylaws 
Article Procedures for Calling Ministers of Religion governs the process of 
calling a minister of religion-ordained.  Bylaws Article Removal of Called 
Ministers of Religion governs the process of removing a called minister of 
religion ordained. 
6.5.2 The decision to call or to remove a minister of religion commissioned. 
Bylaws Article Procedures for Calling Ministers of Religion governs the 
process of removing a called minister of religion commissioned. 
6.5.3 The election and decision to remove a member of the Governing Board.  
Bylaws Articles Nomination and Election of Officers and members of the 
Governing Board governs the election of a member of the Governing Board.  
Bylaws Article Removal of members of the Governing Board governs the 
process of removing a member of the Governing Board. 
6.5.4 The purchase, lease, mortgage, sale, encumbrance, other disposition of 
real /personal property, or purchase the services of fundraising consultants, as 
defined by Bylaws Article Rights of Voting Members. 
6.5.5 The incurrence of indebtedness secured by real or personal property as 
defined by Bylaws Article Rights of Voting Members or the incurrence of any 
other indebtedness defined by Bylaws Article Rights of Voting Members. 
6.5.6 The approval of the proposed annual budget, as presented by the 
Governing Board. 
6.5.7 The annual review and approval of the congregation’s Desired Outcomes 
submitted by the Governing Board 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Powers and Organization                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

6.5.7.1 Desired Outcomes describe who should receive what benefits from 
the church                             
at what cost.  Desired Outcomes describe the intended results for the 
intended people at the intended costs or priorities. 
6.5.7.2 Desired Outcomes are not a mission statement, a vision statement, 
a strategic plan, goals and objectives, or a financial plan or budget.  Desired 
Outcomes do not describe the church’s activities or operations. 

6.5.8 The excommunication of a member of the congregation as governed by 
Bylaws Article Termination of Membership. 
6.5.9 The decision to merge or dissolve the church. 
6.5.10 Any amendment of this Constitution and Bylaws Article Amendments 
govern this amendment process. 

6.6 Other than the above expressly reserved enumerated powers of the 
congregation through the voting membership the congregation delegates its power 
to manage and administer its internal and external affairs to the Governing Board. 
6.7 Any power delegated to the Governing Board shall be subject to review, 
revision or revocation by the voting membership through the amendment process 
provided by this Constitution. 
6.8 The Governing Board 

6.8.1 Any reference to the Board within the Constitution and Bylaws shall refer 
to the Governing Board. 
6.8.2 The Board is responsible to the congregation for accomplishing the 
Desired Outcomes approved by the congregation. 

6.8.2.1 The Board shall seek input from the congregation in the 
development and review of the Desired Outcomes. 

6.8.3 The Board shall exercise, in accordance with the Bylaws, those powers 
and responsibilities entrusted to it by the congregation. 

6.9 Officers 
6.9.1 The officers of the congregation are provided in Bylaws Article Officers of 
the Congregation. 
6.9.2 The election of such officers and their duties shall be in accordance with 
Bylaws Articles Nominating and Elections Procedure. 

6.10 Scriptural Authority 
6.10.1 All activities of the congregation shall be regulated and all controversies, 
doctrinal or otherwise, which may arise within the congregation, shall be resolved 
on the basis of Holy Scripture and the Lutheran Confessions.  Any decision made 
to the contrary shall be null and void. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Minister of Religion                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

Only such candidates shall be called who profess acceptance of and pledge faithful 
adherence to, the confessions of this congregation as set forth in Article 3 of this 
Constitution and have been certified and endorsed by the Lutheran Church-Missouri 
Synod as eligible for a call as a minister of religion (ordained or commissioned). 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Division                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

8.1 Division on account of doctrine 
8.1.1 If, at any time, a division should take place on account of doctrine, the 
property of this Congregation shall remain with those Confirmed members who 
continue to adhere in confession and practice to Article 3 of this Constitution, as 
determined by the adjudication procedures of the Synod. 

8.2 Division for any other reason 
8.2.1 If division takes place for any other reason, the property shall remain with 
the majority of the Confirmed members who continue to adhere in confession 
and practice to Article 3 of this Constitution, as determined by the adjudication 
procedures of the Synod. 

8.3 Dissolution 
8.3.1 In the event this Congregation should dissolve, the property shall be 
transferred to that District of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod in which the 
Congregation held membership at the time of dissolution. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Indemnification                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

9.1  The congregation shall procure insurance in order to defend as well as to 
indemnify or to pay on behalf of the congregation and any individual who is or may 
be a party to any proceeding other than a proceeding by or in the right of the 
congregation, because of their position as a board member, officer, called minister 
of religion (ordained or commissioned), employee, or volunteer of the 
congregation, against liability incurred in the proceeding if: (a) they did not 
knowingly act contrary to policies or procedures of St. John’s; (b) they acted in 
good faith belief that their actions were in the best interests of the congregation, or 
in the case of any criminal proceeding that they had no reasonable grounds to 
believe their conduct was unlawful.  Insurance shall cover all expenses, including 
attorney fees, costs, fines, judgments, and other costs or fees, actually and 
reasonably incurred in relation to the actual or threatened proceeding. Any person 
seeking indemnification shall, as soon as reasonably possible, notify the Governing 
Board of any circumstances which may give rise to claim, and further agree to 
cooperate in the defense of such claim. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Bylaws                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

10.1 This congregation shall adopt such Bylaws to this Constitution as may be 
required for the accomplishment of its purpose. 
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 St. John’s Lutheran Church – St. Johns, Michigan 

Constitution Section:  Amendments                                   Date Adopted: 08/28/2018 
 

11.1 Amendments to Articles 3.0, 4.0, 9.0 and 11.0 
11.1.1 Notice of a proposal to amend Articles 3.0, 4.0, 9.0 or 11.0 and 
discussion of the proposal, shall be presented at two regular meetings of the 
Voters’ Assembly before the meeting at which the proposed amendment is to 
receive action. 
11.1.2 Appropriate notice that a vote will be taken shall be given to all Voting 
members. 

  11.1.3 Any changes in these Articles shall not destroy their essential meaning. 
11.1.3.1 Whether or not the essential meaning of an Article has been 
destroyed shall be decided, if challenged, by the Commission on 
Adjudication of the District of the Lutheran Church--Missouri Synod in 
which the Congregation holds membership at the time of the proposal. 

11.1.4 An affirmative vote of two-thirds majority of the Voters present is required 
to amend any of   these Articles. 

11.2 Amendments to other articles of the Constitution 
11.2.1Amendments to provisions of this Constitution, except for Articles 3.0, 
4.0, 9.0, and 11.0 may be adopted at a meeting of the Voters’ Assembly under 
the following conditions: 
11.2.2 The proposed amendment has been submitted in writing at a previous 
meeting of the Voters’ Assembly and has been published in accordance with 
the church’s communication policy prior to the meeting at which action will be 
taken on the proposed amendment; and 
11.2.3 An affirmative vote of two-thirds majority of the Voters present is secured. 
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