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HI 

The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas 

are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 

behind the curtain.” (NRSV). 

Pick Up Your Harp 
“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we          

remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our lyres.” 

Psalm 137:1-2 

 

 Music has always been a central part of worship for God’s people. 

Just speaking the words is not enough to convey our prayers and praises 

to the Lord. And so we sing. We lift up psalms, hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in our hearts to God (Col. 3:16). What a wonderful gift it 

is to express our worship in music. 

But there are times when you don’t feel like singing, when music 

just doesn’t flow from the heart. We’ve all experienced times like that. 

Such times fell upon the Jews who had been taken captive and scattered 

all over the Babylonian Empire. While in Babylon, the worst news possible 

reached their ears. Their land had bene plundered. Their capital city,     

Jerusalem was torn down. The temple of the Lord was leveled to the 

ground. Who could sing after hearing that? 

Psalm 137 expresses the depth of sadness felt by the people of 

God now dwelling in a foreign land. They were gathering at a river to     

worship, but they hung up their harps on the branches of a willow tree. 

They just could not sing at a time like that. Their captors would torment 

them by forcing them to play joyful songs about Zion. “How shall we sing 

the Lord’s song in a foreign land?” they asked. (Ps. 137:4)  

Perhaps over these last two years you have felt like you’ve been 

exiled to a foreign land. With fears and concerns over COVID-19, many 

have not been able to worship as in the past. You might feel separated or 

lost. You may not feel like singing. You’re not alone. 

Here’s the good news in the midst of these sad verses from Psalm 

137. Notice that the people hung up their harps. They did not burn them 

or break them. They hung them up. Just like you hand up a coat after  

coming home on a cold February evening. You hang it up because you  

intend to use it again. That was the expectation that sustained the Jews in 

captivity. They hung up their harps with the expectation that one day the 

Lord would bring them back home. Their land would be repopulated, the 

city of Jerusalem would be rebuilt and temple worship would be restored. 

They would need those harps once more to sing the praise of the Lord 

their God.  

               We too remember the Lord’s promises. He is God. He is in control. 

This pandemic will not be the end of the world. He will bring us through 

these difficult times and restore us. More than that, God has given us 

many precious promises through our Lord Jesus Christ! Many have                 

returned to public worship and take up their harps again (at least          

figuratively speaking).  Other have not.  

 ( Continued on page 6 ) 
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HI HOPE  

Contacting Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf 

                                  When contacting: 
                           PASTOR RYDEN: 

Church: 815-741-2428 
Cell Phone:  815-351-2922 

E-Mail:  pastorryden@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 
 
                     KARI RIEUF-Youth Minister: 

Church:  815-741-2428     
Cell Phone:  815-355-HOPE (4673)      

E-Mail:  hopeyouth@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Scripture 
Reading 

February 

Tips on Reading the Bible 

1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait. 

2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel 
free to use any time that works consistently for you. 

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God    
before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words 
you read! 

  1 Ex 7-9 

2 Ex 10-12 

3 Ex 13-15 

4 Ex 16-18 

5 Ex 19-21 

6 Ex 22-24 

7 Ex 25-27 

8 Ex 28-29 

9 Ex 30-32 

10 Ex 33-35 

11 Ex 36-38 

12 Ex 39-40 

13 Lev 1-4 

14 Lev 5-7 

15 Lev 8-10 

16 Lev 11-13 

17 Lev 14-15 

18 Lev 16-18 

19 Lev 19-21 

20 Lev 22-23 

21 Lev 24-25 

22 Lev 26-27 

23 Num 1-2 

24 Num 3-4 

25 Num 5-6 

26 Num 7 

27 Num 8-10 

28 Num 11-13 
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 In Our Prayers  

Heavenly Father,    

giver of life and 

health: Comfort and 

relieve your servant 

and give your power 

of healing to those 

who minister to his 

needs, that he may 

be strengthened in 

his weakness and 

have confidence in 

your loving care; 

through Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 

HI HOPE  

Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria 
 

All of the service men and women, especially: 
Zachary Klima  - US Air Force    
Sgt. First Class Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck)  US Army 
Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - US Air Force   
Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- US Marine   
Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller)  US Navy  
Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine  
Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - US Navy 
Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine   
Ashley Kristofer (George & Pat Kristofer’s granddaughter) US Marine  
 

All Shut-Ins, especially: 
Barb Biller - at home                                         Ruth Roch - Aperion Care 
Shirley Patchet - Harbor Chase                 Dolores Kucera - Burr Ridge Sr  Living  
Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place           Linda Stone - at home   
Jean Hildebrant - at home                         George Petrilla - at home     
 

Take Them A Meal:  www.takethemameal.com 
 

Shari Schulz-password 4063  
  
Kim Ryden - for relief from migraine headaches 
Tom Wolf  (Brenda’s husband) - liver cancer diagnosis/further testing  
Joanne Ramey - prayers for healing  
Vickie Lapka - in rehab center - pray for healing 
Shari Schulz- 6 more chemo treatments, doing well - pray for healing 
J.R. Behymer - follow-up cancer treatments 
Shirley Jacksa - in hospice care at Rock Run Place   
Bill (brother of Barb Miller)- throat cancer - new testing and scans 
Aaron Smith and family (Jon/Wendy Forsberg friend) diagnosed with ALS 
Dawn Deufel (Dolgner’s niece)-undergoing testing   
Gilbert Schleef (Uncle of Beth Hauser) in hospice care   
Terry Miller (husband of Barb) - in Morris Hospital awaiting release to care facility 
Jim (Kelly Stytz’s Dad) recovering very well from surgery (1/3) 
Pat (friend of Jo Gast) undergoing chemotherapy for colon cancer (3/5) 
Betty Sieber (mother-in-law of Dorothy) pneumonia (1/7) 
Joan Murray (Judy Wierman’s Aunt) covid  (1/10) 
Eric (Curt Kaun’s brother) fighting brain cancer (1/12) 
June Worley (Kim Ryden’s Grandmother) recovering from Covid (1/12)                      
Dave Daniel (our Circuit Visitor) recovering from covid (1/12) 
Carla (niece of Arlene Branz) undergoing follow-up chemo & radiation for  breast cancer   

 
We extend our Christian sympathies to : 

Andrew Hargreave and family at the death of his mother, 
Tammy Boyd & family at the death of her father, Roger Lantz, 

Pat Kristofer and family at the death of her mother, Etta Townsend, 
 Beth Sterling and family at the death of her mother, Lorraine Madziarczyk, 

and Fran Martens and family at the death of her brother, Joe. 
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 Birthday Wishes to. . .  

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you 
have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day 
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and 
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we 
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

HI HOPE  

 

If your Birthday or Anniversary     

is not listed, please let us know at 

 

office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

or 

Drop a note in the mailbox in the 

Admin corridor  

or 

Call the office at 815-741-2428. 

 

We are currently updating our  

Member database. 

May God continue to Bless  

these Marriages! 

Dwight & Cherie Sieger 2/3 

Jeffrey & Brandy Petrilla 2/8 

Brian & Tammy Cook 2/14 

Brooklyn Carroll 2/2 

Robbie Bourgeois 2/2 

Sandra Affarano 2/4 

Sonjia Brandon 2/4 

Ashley Gleim 2/4 

Robert Poland 2/5 

Dave Bourgeois 2/6 

Alayna Thompson 2/8 

Hector Ortiz 2/9 

Shirley Jacksa 2/9 

Wyatt Schmitt 2/10 

John Neugebauer 2/11 

Jonathan Stytz 2/12 

Frank Bianchetta 2/13 

Brooke Park 2/13 

Maggie Schoener 2/14 

Matthew Ryden 2/14 

Angelique Plowman 2/15 

Lisa Hemphill 2/16 

Janet Ruchala 2/18 

Joseph Hegarty 2/18 

Chris Mikkelsen 2/19 

Gloria Boyd 2/20 

Michael Savage 2/22 

Thomas Sorensen 2/22 

Brant Plowman 2/22 

Sammy Norman 2/23 

Caleb Pankiewicz 2/23 

Penelope O'Malley 2/26 

Arthur Martens 2/27 

Pat Kristofer 2/27 
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Dear fellow members of Hope, 

 Ironically, I had been planning to write a letter about heartbreak this month.  The focus was 
going to be on the fact that we do not have a group (as of this writing) that intend to attend 
the National Youth Gathering for the first time in over twenty-five years.  This fills me with   
sorrow as I feel that our youth (YOUR CHILDREN) are truly missing out on an experience of a 
lifetime.  (If you have a son/daughter who may change their mind, I would love to have a     
conversation.  Pastor is still willing to take a group, and if there are any girls, we would now 
need a new female leader as well!) 

 However, that is enough of my personal suffering.  I would like to address another kind of 
suffering that takes place each and every day that affects over 6,200 children and their        
families—the issue of starvation and hunger-related disease.  These are the awful statistics 
that you will learn of if you go to Feed My Starving Children in Aurora to pack meals.   

 We have a group from Hope that packs meals every week (as long as everyone has been       
untouched by COVID).  I assume that you have seen the dates and times in the newsletter and 
in the announcements.  I would encourage you to make note of them and perhaps join us 
sometime.  It is truly a rewarding experience and LIVES ARE BEING SAVED!  Please see me or 
Steve Fuller. 

 I realize that everyone is not able to join us during the times that are scheduled, so I would like 
to bring your attention to another way that you might help.  There are boxes (banks) from Feed 
My Starving Children on the white table in the narthex.  Please take one home and fill it with 
what you are able to give for this cause.  It only takes $0.25 to cover the cost of a meal, and 
$88.00 to feed ONE CHILD for an entire year!  Let us know when it is filled, and we will be   
happy to take it with us. 

FMSC is monitored by Charity Navigator and receives high rankings every year for its 
stewardship of monies received.  If you would like to learn more, please check out 
www.fmsc.org. 

  EVERY DAY WITH JESUS IS AN ADVENTURE— 

MAKE IT COUNT!!! 

PS.  Judy and I continue to read the Bible every month with some of our youth.   
It’s NEVER TOO LATE to join us.  Our next night of Bible Reading will be on  

Friday, February 25th from 4-10:30pm.  Dinner will be included.  
 

 

  

 
 

HI HOPE  

      Your sister in Christ,  

    Kari 
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 HI HOPE  

( Continued from Cover ) 

 

Like the Israelites who gathered at a river bank to worship instead of at the temple, you may be watching 

the recordings of the worship services at home. It’s worship, but it’s not quite the same. You don’t have 

the company of fellow believers around you. You can’t receive the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper from 

home. You probably aren’t singing either. Please call me and let me know how we can help you. I am  

happy to visit you, bring communion to you at your home, or arrange for a private time of worship here at 

the church. 

However, I invite you to consider if now is the time to come back to public worship. Come and be 

with fellow believers, hear God’s word with them, receive Christ’s gifts with them and, yes, sing with them. 

We have been able to worship safely for more than a year now since the last lock down. Pick up your 

harps. Come and sing the songs of Zion once again. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Ryden 

Here are Three ways to view Worship Services: 
 

1. On our website:  shorewoodhope.org.    
   Go to Resources Tab/  Worship at Home 
 

2. On Facebook:   Shorewood Hope Lutheran  
    Church 
 

3. On YouTube: 
    Shorewood Hope  
         Lutheran Church 
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HI HOPE  

Online Giving! 
 

With Vanco   
Mobile App. 
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Portals of Prayer has been a favorite of generations of  
readers, a timeless daily source of strength and comfort 

since 1937. 
Each daily devotion includes a Bible read-

ing, meditation and prayer to apply to your 

daily life, published in pocket-size books – 

very convenient and easy for you to use. 

Published quarterly.  

Pick up your copy in the Narthex while  

supplies last. 

Available online as well. 

HI HOPE  

WOW …..it’s been too long since we have had 

an event with all our youth group kids.  

We are planning to get together on  

February 12, 2022 from 2pm-8-pm 

   gym / games/ food !!!  

Parents of our youth (6th grade - 8th grade ): we would like you to 
come as well to help chaperone and to get to know each other!!! 

Friends are welcome to join us!!!  

Please RSVP to Pastor Ryden or Joanne Ramey. 

We are asking for $5 per person to help pay for food.  

We will have snacks, drinks, dessert and make your own  

individual pizza. 

A flyer will be sent with your child as well as an email to you. 
 

 We are looking forward to fellowship and fun with everyone.    
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HI HOPE  

 

Men’s  

Bible Group 

Saturday at  

8:00am  

LWML Mite Boxes.    

All Mite Box donations to 

the Northern Illinois  

District can  once again be 

dropped off  at the church.   

Mite Boxes are  collected on 

the first    

Weekend of 

the month. 

 

 

 

Blessing Bench Current Needs 

 

Canned:  

 soups and fruit 

Oatmeal 

Boxed cereal 

Grab and go nutritious 

 snacks 

Paper towels 

Household cleaning items 

Women’s  

Bible Study 

 Wednesday at 

10:00am 
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 HI HOPE  

Pastor Ryden will participate in a 13-day trip to Israel and Jordan in June of 2022.  

He will get a chance to experience the Holy Land in an up-close-and-personal-way and 

bring his experiences back to Hope in the form of bible studies, sermons, teachings 

and stories.   

      Areas that will be visited include  Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the 

Dead Sea, Mt of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and 

many other locations.   

The full cost of the trip has 

been collected. 

Thank you to all who  

donated! 

PLEASE SAVE PLASTIC LIDS AND 

CAPS FROM ANY AND ALL  

CONTAINERS.  

 We are partnering with other  

Organizations, who are passing them 

along, to be made into outdoor benches.            

                      

WE ALSO COLLECT  

                     POP AND BEER TABS  
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 HI HOPE  

The Senior High Youth of Hope would like to  

invite Hope’s Seniors to a  

“Technology Luncheon”  

on Sunday, February 20th from 11:30am-1:30pm. 

 

We will be serving, soup, salad, and subs.   

Sign up on the Youth Board if you are able to join us!   

 

 

 

 

 

Please bring questions and any “screens”  

for which you might need assistance:  

cell phones, 

iPads, laptops, 

cameras, etc. 

 

or just come 
for the  

fellowship! 
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Watch for the Red Letter Challenge,  

a 40 day Lenten journey,   

focusing on the Words of Christ, 

beginning on March 2nd. 
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The congregational vote to accept the proposed  

2022 Mission Plan, presented on the 2 previous  

weekends, will be on  

February 5th at the 5pm service &  

February 6th at the 8am and 10:30am services. 

 

The two furnaces in the gym have failed and are scheduled to be  

replaced on January 28th, as of this writing.   

The cost to replace 2 commercial furnaces is  staggering, but due to 

the generosity of Rousculp’s Heating & Cooling, the units and labor 

costs will be reduced to approx. $15,000.00, less than half of what 

any other company quoted.   

Please prayerfully consider donating to the Furnace Replacement 

Fund, which currently has a balance of $6300.00. 
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Feed My Starving Children in Aurora              
Dates are scheduled for  

 (8:15am until 11:30am)    
 (10:45am - 2pm) 

Please meet at Hope at 
8:15am or 10:45am. 

We are always looking for 
people to join us! Please 
contact Kari (815) 355-4673 
if you would like to be    
added to the list. 

 

 

Church Cleaning Sponsorships 
Available 

There are opportunities for individuals 
and families to sponsor a week of  

cleaning during the year.   
If  interested, please sign up for an 

open week on the chart in the  
narthex, put your $20 donation into an 

envelope marked “Church Cleaning 
for the Week of  __”, include your 
name and place it in the offering 

plate.   
 
 

Thank you for supporting this  
effort to keep our church clean.  

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

The calendar is posted in the Narthex so don’t 
miss out on getting your special occasion listed.  

 

Your name and occasion will be printed in 
the Announcement Loop.  

 

Every week the Altar flowers are delivered fresh.  
The cost is $40 for the weekend.  

 

Please place a separate check or cash in your 
weekly offering envelope and 
mark it “Altar Flowers” or simply 
place the check/cash in a       
separate envelope. 
 

OPENINGS IN FEBRUARY, 
MARCH & APRIL. 

 
 

Thank you for helping to decorate the Altar! 

HI HOPE  

You can make an impact while you shop. Simply shop at   

smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4553457 and  

AmazonSmile will donate .5% to Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church, at no 

cost to you. We have been gifted over $243.70 to date. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2UHTVP0KEGQWS&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201116160350fab81fb28d47481aaa7a6f14ab80p0na&R=18WAFP5V29A05&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F36-4553457%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=FQO4FGBCUGOF5OI67WB39RP


15  

 HI HOPE  

Planning Ahead 
Youth Activity 
February 12th 

Senior Technology Luncheon sponsored by the Youth 
 February 20th 

Youth Bible Study 
February 25th 

Ash Wednesday 
March 2nd 

RED LETTER CHALLENGE 
March 2nd 

Hope’s Spring Bazaar   
On March 26 

Jr. High Walcamp Retreat  
On April 1st 

Youth 
Bible Study

Feb 25th

4pm til 10:30pm Grades 
6-12

Making disciples 
thru Bible 

Study 
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 

305 East Black Road 

Shorewood, IL  60404 

Phone: 815-741-2428 

Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Website: www.shorewoodhope.org 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK: 

Shorewood Hope  

Lutheran Church 

 

Have you moved?  

New phone number? 

Let us know. 

office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 

 


