
 

June 2021 

HI 

The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas 

are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 

behind the curtain.” (NRSV). 

  Of Meat and Masks 

“Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, 

lest I make my brother stumble.” 

1 Corinthians 8:13 

        John’s Steinbeck’s novel Of Mice and Men gets its title from the 

seventh stanza of a poem called “To a Mouse” by Robert Burns in 

which the fortunes of a mouse are compared to that of a man: the 

best laid plans of mice and men oft go astray. That comparison is 

easy to see. But what do mean and masks have to do with each  

other? That may not be obvious, but for our purposes, the answer is 

extremely important. 

 

    In Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians, he addresses the issue of 

whether or not Christians can eat meat that has been sacrificed to 

idols. On the one hand he affirms the knowledge that there are not 

other gods except the one true God. Therefore any meat sacrificed 

to an idol is not really being sacrificed to anything. So a Christian 

may freely eat of it and give thanks to God for it. On the other hand, 

there are Christians who came out of that world. They still think of 

those idols as being real, or perhaps want nothing to do with that 

way of thinking. If they see another Christian eating such meat, it 

might present a stumbling block for them. So Paul concludes  

chapter 8 by saying, “Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I 

will never eat meat, lest I make my brother stumble.” 

 

    Paul had every right to eat meat, but his primary concern was for 

his brother or sister in Christ. In other words, God’s command to 

“love your neighbor as yourself” overrode any rights he might have, 

even if they were legitimate. It was all about showing love. 

 

    So it is as we move into the Bridge Phase in Illinois and anticipate 

full reopening. With mask mandates being lifted to whatever extent, 

there will be many of us who are ready to rip off our masks and 

throw them away forever. Others may only be comfortable taking off 

their masks in certain situations. Others will want to continue  

wearing a mask. How should we as Christians conduct ourselves as 

we interact with people who take a different view of wearing a mask, 

or about being vaccinated for that matter? Simple… Love! 

 

   We love our neighbor as ourselves. And our neighbor is that  

person right in front of us, or seated near us, or in line behind us. 

Rather than insist on our rights or our views, we show care and  

concern for those around us. We accept one another as Christ has 

accepted us.   

 
 ( Continued on page 6 ) 
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Contacting  

Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf 

 When contacting: 
PASTOR RYDEN: 

Church: 815-741-2428 
Cell Phone:  815-351-2922 

E-Mail:  pastorryden@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 
KARI RIEUF-Youth Minister: 

Church:  815-741-2428     
Cell Phone:  815-355-HOPE (4673)      

E-Mail:  hopeyouth@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Scripture 
Reading 

June 

Tips on Reading the Bible 

1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait. 

2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel 
free to use any time that works consistently for you. 

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God    
before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words 
you read! 

  
  

  1 Ps 119:89-176 

2 Solomon 1-8 

3 Prov 1-3 

4 Prov 4-6 

5 Prov 7-9 

6 Prov 10-12 

7 Prov 13-15 

8 Prov 16-18 

9 Prov 19-21 

10 Prov 22-24 

11 1King 5-6; 2Chron 2-3 

12 1King 7; 2Chron 4 

13 1King 8; 2Chron 5 

14 2Chron 6-7; Ps 136 

15 Ps 134/146-150 

16 1King 9; 2Chron 8 

17 Prov 25-26 

18 Prov 27-29 

19 Ecc 1-6 

20 Ecc 7-12 

21 1King 10-11; 2Chron 9 

22 Prov 30-31 

23 1King 12-14 

24 2Chron 10-12 

25 1King 15:1-24; 2Chron 13-
16 

26 1King 15:25-16:34; 
2Chron 17 

27 1King 17-19 

28 1King 20-21 

29 1King 22; 2Chron 18 

30 2Chron 19-23 

  



 

In Our Prayers  

H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,    

g i v e r  o f  l i f e  a n d 

health: Comfort and 

r e l i e v e  y o u r  s i c k    

servant, and give your 

power of healing to 

those who minister to 

his needs, that he 

may be strengthened 

in his weakness and 

have confidence in 

y o u r  l o v i n g  c a r e ; 

through  Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
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  Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria 
 

All of the service men and women, especially: 

Zachary Klima  - US Air Force    

Sgt. First Class Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck)  US Army 

Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - US Air Force   

Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- US Marine   

Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller)  US Navy  

Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine  

Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - US Navy 

Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine   

Ashley Kristofer (George & Pat Kristofer’s granddaughter) US Marine  

 

   All Shut-Ins, especially: 

Barb Biller - at home                               Ruth Roch - at Westchester                   

Adelaide Holm - at Senior Star              Dolores Kucera - at home   

Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place       Linda Stone - at home   

Jean Hildebrant - at home                     George Petrilla - at home           

 

Karen Stanko (Mike Rieuf’s Mother) undergoing testing for heart issues (5/14) 

Mary (Sister-in-law of Bob & Sue Kiefer) cancer treatments (5/17) 

Benjamas Naktragool Meesriyong (mother of Kari’s cousin) chemo treatments for  breast                  

cancer (5/18) 

Sean Kacskos (Kari’s cousin) severe language delays (5/18) 

Jeff McMillin (brother of Faye Wason) recovering from a stroke (5/19) 

Pastor Loy Schlote (our Savior) upcoming knee replacement surgery (5/19) 

Mae Newland (Belinda’s mother-in-law) hospice care in facility (5/20) 

Tom Wennblom (friend of Lee Maloney) prayers requested   

Gilbert Schleef (Uncle of Beth Hauser) in hospice care (5/26) 

Kim Ryden - treatment for migraines  

Bill (brother of Barb Miller)- throat cancer - in remission - in therapy 

Aaron Smith and family (Jon/Wendy Forsberg friend) diagnosed with ALS 

Joanne Ramey - prayers for health  

 

The new maternity home in the Carpentersville community supported by  
Redeeming Life Outreach Ministries bringing together congregations, agencies and  

spirit-led individuals to assist real people in need, through Christ,  
the perfect Servant and Savior we are privileged to serve.   

 
We pray for the sick, those in fear, those who have lost loved ones, those who  are work-
ing hard to combat this virus and our leaders who have to make difficult decisions. Let us 

continue to live in faith trusting in God’s love and mercy,  
serving family and neighbor, showing Christ’s compassion to all and giving  

witness to the power and promise of God at times like this. 
 

  



 

 Birthday Wishes to. . .  

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you 
have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day 
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and 
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we 
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
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If your Birthday or Anniversary     

is not listed, please let us know at 

 

office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

or 

Drop a note in the mailbox in the 

Admin corridor  

or 

Call the office at 815-741-2428. 

We are currently updating our  

Member database. 

  

Amber Vanacora 6/1 

John Herrington 6/2 

Peter Mikuta 6/3 

Joshua Klima 6/3 

Payton Bourgeois 6/3 

Paige Visnevac 6/6 

Brian Johnson 6/7 

Javier Hernandez 6/7 

Daniel Remus 6/8 

Michael Affarano 6/9 

Michael Niess 6/10 

   

Eric Johnson 6/10 

Jeffrey Rozanski 6/11 

Tyler Aegerter 6/13 

Mason Pilon 6/14 

Patti Ferguson 6/14 

Sherry Park 6/15 

Drew Ashack 6/15 

Sharon Schulz 6/16 

Micah Klima 6/16 

Robert Kiefer 6/17 

Steven Bukauskas 6/17 

   

Chrisette Klima 6/20 

Amy DePratt 6/20 

Merrilee Talkington 6/24 

Cody Newland 6/24 

Vincent Skedel 6/27 

Jordan Hargreave 6/27 

Michael McDormett 6/29 

William Atkinson 6/29 

Chris Johnson 6/30 

Tom Gura 6/30 

   

Becky & Tony Rohr 6/1 

Rodney & Carol Yeager 6/4 

Ed & Beth Sterling 6/7 

Tom & Darlene Gura 6/8 

Duane & Julie Johnson 6/10 

Paul & Julie Powers 6/13 

Josh & Karina Klima 6/21 

Patrick & Amy Carroll 6/26 

Michael & Sandra Affarano 6/26 

Warren & Pamela Seil 6/30 

Ray & Lisa Hemphill 6/30 

Harold & Mary Dolgner 6/30 

May God continue to Bless  

these Marriages! 
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Dear fellow members of Hope, 

I would like to recognize all of our youth who have achieved success in their scholastic endeavors and who 
may be unable at this time to celebrate as most of us have with a graduation ceremony.  Please join me in 

celebrating the young people in our church family. . . 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING COLLEGE GRADUATES: 
Jana Gautschy 
Jonah Klima 

Christopher Mikkelsen 
Lauren Morgan 

Cody Wason—December 2020 Graduate 
Rachael Wierman—December 2020 Graduate 

(Also, Melissa Frank—moved away, yet remains in my heart and thoughts) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES: 
Jake Ramey 

Maggie Schoener 
Frank Skedel 

(Joe Fjeldheim—Stephanie’s son, who remains in my heart and thoughts) 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING JUNIOR HIGH/MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADUATES: 
Drew Ashack 
Riley Bryll 

Ava Forsberg 
Abigail Jungles 
Jessica Mikuta 

Caleb Pankiewicz 
Matthew Ryden 

Kaitlyn Thompson 
(Rusty Fjeldheim—Stephanie’s son, who remains in my heart and thoughts) 

 
May they always know how much Jesus loves them (and we do, too).  May they always feel His presence in 

their lives as they seek to accomplish His will. 
 

MAKING DISCIPLES is an EVERYDAY ADVENTURE with JESUS! 

 

        Kari 
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Here are FOUR ways to 
view/listen to Worship Services: 

 

1. On our website:  shorewoodhope.org 
   Go to Resources Tab/Worship at Home 
 

2.On Facebook: 
   Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church 
 

3. On YouTube: 
    Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church 
 

4. Over the Phone: 
  Call Hope Lutheran Church’s 
  Sermon Phone Number 
  (815) 317-3640 

 
 

 We respect one another and put everything into the kindest light. Love does not make rules, but 

puts the interests of others ahead of our own. Love would rather wear a mask for the rest of life 

than see a brother or sister harmed. Love would rather suffer from COVID-19 than give offense. 

Love would rather never eat meat again, than cause a brother to stumble. Of course, I’m using 

hyperbole, as Paul did, but you get the point. It’s all about love. In fact, just a few chapters later 

Paul talks about the unity of the Church as the body of Christ in chapter 12, and then he goes on 

to write so beautifully about love in 1 Corinthians 13. 

 

 As we move into the Bridge Phase and then into phase 5, let us take this opportunity to grow in 

love for one another and maintain the peace and unity we have in the Spirit of God. Because 

whether it’s meat or masks, it’s all about love. 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Ryden 

Automated External Defibrillator 

 Unit is located on the upper floor  

  to the right of the gym balcony   entrance. 
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Online Giving! 
The online link is at the top of our website: 

Shorewoodhope.org 
 

You may also install the app 
GivePlus on your device.  

 
Kari is looking for addresses of all of our  

COLLEGE STUDENTS.   

Please get them to her personally or via e-mail: 

( hopeyouth@shorewoodhopelutheran.org ) 

    Thank you! 

***Parents: please continue to let Kari know 
what your kids are doing so that she can create 

an event or come to see them “in action” by 
HERself! 

Portals of Prayer has been a favorite of generations of  
readers, a timeless daily source of strength and comfort 

since 1937. 
Each daily devotion includes a Bible reading, meditation and 

prayer to apply to your daily life, published in pocket-size 

books – very convenient and easy for you to use. 

Published quarterly.  

Pick up your copy in the Narthex while supplies last. 

Digital copies available on line. 
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Need to Browse? 

The Youth Group is hosting another  

RUMMAGE SALE  
Choose from clothing, books, electronics, and furniture. 

 

Saturday, June 5th      8AM-1PM 
 

Proceeds from the sale will be used for upcoming  
   Mission Trips as well as the  
National Youth Gathering 2022 

(Houston, TX). 
 

Anything that does NOT sell will be  
donated  

to MorningStar Treasure Chest resale 
shop. 

 
 

 

NEW SUMMER BIBLE STUDY - GOD OF CREATION 

Join us on Monday nights as we study the Bible - 

starting at the beginning!   

We will be studying the book of Genesis, chapters 1-11,  

via a 10-session video series with Jen Wilkin;  

a national bible teacher and lecturer.   

We will meet at church starting at 7:00 pm beginning on June 7th.    

The study guide can be purchased from Lifeway.com for $16.00.   

Call if you have any questions:  Judy Wierman 815-922-2482. 
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Men’s  

Bible Group 

Summer  

Hiatus 

LWML Mite Boxes.    

All Mite Box donations to 

the Northern Illinois  

District can  once again be 

dropped off  at the church.   

Mite Boxes are        

collected on 

the first Week-

end of the 

month. 

 

 

Blessing Bench Current Needs 

 

Canned:  

 soups and fruit 

Oatmeal 

Boxed cereal 

Grab and go nutritious 

 snacks 

Paper towels 

Household cleaning items 

Women’s  

Bible Study 

 Wednesday at 

10:00am 
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                                    PLEASE SAVE  

              PLASTIC LIDS AND CAPS  

       FROM ANY AND ALL CONTAINERS.  

  

We are partnering with other organizations  

and are passing them along.  They will take them to be made into 

outdoor benches. 

 

               WE ALSO COLLECT POP AND BEER TABS  

Volunteers needed 
 

 

THE REVEREND GEORGE A. KLIMA MEMORIAL 

GOLF OUTING 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21st 2021  

CHURCH WORKDAY 

   Saturday, June 19th, 9:00 a.m. until finished. 

 
Please help us do some small projects 

and eliminate clutter from 

rooms, closets, and the garage.  
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HOLY LAND TOUR 2022 

Experience the Middle East—with its rich history and diverse cultures.  Israel, birthplace of 

three of the world's largest religions—Judaism, Islam, and Christianity—has been a pilgrim-

age center for people throughout the ages and is a treasure trove of biblical sites. We will 

visit the Sea of Galilee and the cities of Tiberius, Capernaum and Magdala.  We will visit the 

Church of Nativity in Bethlehem and follow the Stations of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa 

in Jerusalem. Visit the Mount of Beatitudes, where Jesus delivered his Sermon on the 

Mount, the Mount of Olives, the Wailing Wall, the most holy shrine in the Jewish religion; the 

pools of Bethesda, the Upper Room, the Garden Tomb and much more. In Jordan, discover 

the ancient "rose-red" city of Petra; you’ll visit the city of Jericho and feel the buoyancy as 

you float in the Dead Sea, the lowest place on Earth and renowned for its healing proper-

ties.  The tour begins on June 7, 2022 and runs for ten days.  Additionally, there is an op-

tional four-day extension to the country of Jordan.   

For more information, see the brochure on the bulletin board and/or contact Judy Wierman 

at 815-922-2482 or jawierman@yahoo.com 

mailto:jawierman@yahoo.com


 

Feed My Starving Children in Aurora           
Dates are scheduled for  

June 2nd, 10th, 16th, 24th, & 29th (8:15am until 11:30am)    
Please meet at Hope at the starting time 

listed.  

We are always looking for 
people to join us! Please 
contact Kari (815) 355-4673 
if you would like to be 
added to the list. 

 

Church Cleaning Sponsorships 
Available 

 

There opportunities for individuals 
and families to sponsor a week of  

cleaning during the year.   
If  interested, please sign up for an 

open week on the poster in the  
narthex, put your  $20 donation into 

an envelope marked “Church Cleaning 
for the Week of  _____,” and place it 

in the  offering plate.   
 

Thank you for supporting this  
effort to keep our church clean.  

 

ALTAR FLOWERS 
 

The calendar is posted in the Narthex so don’t miss 
out on getting your special occasion listed. Your 
name and occasion will be printed in the  
Announcement Loop. Every week the Altar flowers 
are delivered fresh. The cost is $40 for the weekend. 
Please place a separate check or cash in your  
weekly offering envelope and mark it Altar Flowers 
or simply place the offering in a separate envelope 
but don’t forget to put your name and mark it  
Altar Flowers.  

 

June, August & 
September 

Have Openings! 
 

Thank you for helping to decorate 
the Altar! 

HI HOPE  
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You can make an impact while you shop. Simply 

shop at   smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4553457 and  

AmazonSmile will donate .5% to Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

at no cost to you. We have been gifted over $156.00. 

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/f.html?C=3SPMVNSTFHGBR&K=2UHTVP0KEGQWS&M=urn:rtn:msg:20201116160350fab81fb28d47481aaa7a6f14ab80p0na&R=18WAFP5V29A05&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2FSMILE.AMAZON.COM%2Fch%2F36-4553457%3Fref%3Dorg_em_ch_smi_A_hol_eng_mkt&H=FQO4FGBCUGOF5OI67WB39RP
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Organ Campaign Update 
 

So far we have received pledges and donations totaling approximately 

$35,000.00 or 44% of our goal.  Our sincere thanks to everyone 
that has   participated so far.  If you have not had the opportunity to make 
a pledge, we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Payments can still 
be mailed in. 

 

Once we reach our goal of $80,000, an order for a new instrument will be 
placed with delivery approximately three months later. 

 

I think you’ll agree that music plays an important role in our church; not     
only for worship services, but for weddings, funerals, and other special   
occasions or events.  Having a modern, reliable organ 
will enable us to  continue to provide quality  

 accompaniment to all the members and visitors of 
Hope Lutheran Church. 

 

Blessings always, 
Steve Fuller,  Executive Director 

An opportunity has come up for Pastor Ryden to participate in a 13-day trip to Israel 

and Jordan in April of 2021.  He will get a chance to experience the Holy Land in an      

up-close-and-personal-way and to bring his experiences back to Hope in the form of bible 

studies, sermons, teachings and stories.   

The trip will take place between April 28 – May 11th, 2021.  Areas that will be visited 

include Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, Mt of Olives, the 

Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and many other locations. The full 

cost of the trip, which includes air fare, hotel, most food, taxes, gratuity, visas and trip 

insurance is $6,000. That equates to approximately $425 per 

day.  Additional information is included in the brochure on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex.   

Won’t you prayerfully consider helping to fund the cost of the 

trip?  Full payment is required by December 31, 2020.  

Your participation is greatly appreciated! 
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 

305 East Black Road 

Shorewood, IL  60404 

Phone: 815-741-2428 

Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Website: www.shorewoodhope.org 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK: 

Shorewood Hope  

Lutheran Church 

 

Have you moved?  

New phone number? 

Let us know. 

office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 

 

 


