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Scattered!
“On that day a great persecution broke out against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria… Those who had been scattered preached the
word wherever they went.”
Acts 8:1,4
The one thing I keep hearing from members of Hope is how
much they miss seeing each other. This pandemic has really fragmented us, and maintaining a sense of community has become
nearly impossible. The lack of opportunities for fellowship, the limited number of people in worship and the loving concern for the
most vulnerable among us has resulted in a severe sense of separation. We still share a common faith, love and hope that unites us,
but without the ability to gather and affirm those bonds we can start
to feel alone in our Christian walk with Christ. Perhaps we are beginning to realize that simple things like confessing the Apostles’
Creed, praying the Lord’s Prayer or singing hymns together meant
more than we knew.
But I believe that God has a purpose in all of this. Yes, we can
learn that the Christian fellowship we so often take for granted is
vital for our faith, but it seems to me that in separating and segmenting us, there is opportunity for great blessing. I recall a time
recorded in Acts chapter 8 when the followers of Christ were scattered as a result of intense persecution. In Acts 8:1 (the second half
of the verse) it says, “On that day a great persecution broke out
against the church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were
scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.”
If you asked those people there if that was a positive experience, I doubt any of them would say yes. They would have rather
stayed in their homes and lived their normal lives. But because of
the intense persecution that broke out, they decided it was safer to
leave than to stay. What now? What would happen to the church
now that they didn’t have that regular connection and sense of community? We get the answer a few verses later. Verse 4 says, “Those
who had been scattered preached the word wherever they went.” In
other words, these early Christians brought their faith wherever they
went and shared it with the people in their new communities. That
would never have happened unless God, in his unfathomable wisdom, used the persecution to scatter them. Some Christians were
jailed. Others were murdered. No doubt the enemies of the Church
rejoiced. Yet the outcome was that many more people became
Christians!
I know that many of us would rather go back to our normal
lives. Right now we are trying to figure out what the new normal will
be. Perhaps the new normal with be a realization that while we are
scattered because of the pandemic, God has set us up to preach
the word wherever we go. We have a God-ordained opportunity to
give witness to our faith and hope to a world gripped with fear and
uncertainty. And if God has presented us with this opportunity, then
will he not do his work through us to bring others to faith?
( Continued on page 6 )

The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas
are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine
behind the curtain.” (NRSV).
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Scripture
Reading
January

1 Genesis 1,2

11 Genesis 33-36

21 Job 18-20

2 Genesis 3-5

12 Genesis 37-39

22 Job 21-24

3 Genesis 6-9

13 Genesis 40-42

23 Job 25-27

4 Genesis 10,11

14 Genesis 43-46

24 Job 28-31

5 Genesis 12-15

15 Genesis 47-50

25 Job 32-34

6 Genesis 16-19

16 Job 1-4

26 Job 35-37

7 Genesis 20-22

17 Job 5-7

27 Job 38-42

8 Genesis 23-26

18 Job 8-10

28 Exodus 1-4

9 Genesis 27-29

19 Job 11-13

29 Exodus 5-7

10 Genesis 30-32

20 Job 14-17

30 Exodus 8-10
31 Exodus 11-13

Tips on Reading the Bible
1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel

free to use any time that works consistently for you.

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God

before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words
you read!

Contacting
Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf
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In Our Prayers

HI HOPE

Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria
All of the service men and women, especially:
Zachary Klima - US Air Force
Corporal Abigail Kassab (Klima) US Marine
Sgt. First Class Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck) US Army
Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - US Air Force
Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- US Marine
Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller) US Navy
Reiss DeSandre (nephew of Sally DeSandre & Kathy Wright) US Army
Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine
Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - US Navy
Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine
Ashley Kristofer (George & Pat Kristofer’s granddaughter) US Marine
All Shut-Ins, especially:
Dr. Bob Dahms - at Sunrise

Leona Schmidt - at home

Barb Biller - at home

Ruth Roch - at Westchester

Adelaide Holm - at Senior Star

Dolores Kucera - at home

Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place

MaryJean White-at Alden

Linda Stone - at home

Shirley Patchett - Solstice

Hannelore Wilck - recovering from minor procedure at home (12/04)
Raymond Wilck - recovering at home from cancer surgery (12/04)
Joe Theile (friend of Dorothy Seiber) UTI, Covid-19, dementia (12/07)
Sarah Schroeder (niece of Beth Hauser) cancer surgery on 12/10/20 (12/10)
Harold Dolgner - relief from pain (12/10)

Heavenly Father,
giver of life and
health: Comfort and
relieve your sick
servant, and give your
power of healing to
those who minister to
his needs, that he
may be strengthened
in his weakness and
have confidence in
your loving care;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Aaron Smith and family (Jon/Wendy Forsberg friend) diagnosed with ALS
Ray Fagan - fractured pelvis (12/14)
Ruth Howard - undergoing Chemo (12/14)
Kim Ryden - relief from migraines (12/14)
Barbara Roseen (mother of Karen Rousculp) healing from stomach issues (12/14)
Pastor Loy Schlote - Our Savior Lutheran Church - knee surgery on 12/28.
Merle Williams - laparoscopic knee surgery on 12/18 (12/15)
Debbie Gilgenberg - radiation therapy (12/15)
Bob Schultz (friend of the Rieufs) hospitalized in ICU w/Covid (12/16)
JoAnn Gura (sister-in-law of Dalene) recovering from surgery (12/22)
Cheridan Matan’s(Caleb Klima’s girlfriend) Uncle Kenny - hospitalized in ICU on ventilator w/
Covid (12/20)
Karl Huebner (friend of Kari Rieuf) ruptured colon, hospitalized in ICU (12/28)
Kim Leyna (friend of Kari Rieuf) biopsy (12/28)
(continued on page 6)
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Birthday Wishes to. . .

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you

have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

If your Birthday or Anniversary
is not listed, please let us know
at
office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
or
Drop a note in the mailbox in the
Admin corridor
or
Call the office at 815-741-2428.

May God continue to
bless these Marriages!
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We are currently updating our
Member database.
The year is not necessary.

HI HOPE

Dear fellow members of Hope,

It’s funny how we, as humans, might believe that situations may change and things will
be different and/or improved by the simple turn of the calendar page. It’s our human nature,
I guess. Everyone seems happy to say “goodbye” to 2020 and to welcome in 2021 with
hope.
It seems as though 2020 has been filled with doom, gloom, sickness, and sorrow. I agree. It
seems that I am asking Cathy to add people to the prayer list daily. Yet, hope is not gone.
God is still in control; and, as Christians, we put our hope in Him.
My question to you is “Do you know really know Him in whom you place your hope? Do you
have a relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ?”
This past year has been a very odd year (and a difficult one) for youth ministry. It is my goal to
make 2021 a year of helping our youth to get better at attending to their relationship with Jesus. Kayli has asked me how many times I have read the Bible in my lifetime. I have told her
that I think it is about 5 times in total. . .a couple times straight through, and the rest by
“skipping around.”
I have made it a goal to read through the entire Bible with her before she leaves for college in
six years. Recently, I decided that I would also like to work our way through Luther’s Small
Catechism (with explanations) together. This seems to be a great opportunity to offer to all of
our youth at Hope, so I will be reaching out to all families in the near future.
I plan to meet monthly with those who are comfortable at this time while being in conversation with those who may not wish to or who may not be able to meet in person. These monthly events will include dedicated reading time combined with times of fellowship with one another. It is my hope that we will all grow in relationship with Jesus Christ as well as with one
another. This will not be about simply gaining “head knowledge,” but it will be about “heart
knowledge” as well and living out our faith as we seek God’s will for our lives.

EVERY day with Jesus is an adventure, and I get to walk through some of it with all of you! I
am blessed! HaPpY NeW YeAr!
God be with you!
Kari
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( Continued from Cover )

As we move into a new year, it will be important that we continue to gather around Christ’s Word
and Sacrament to be strengthened in our faith so that we can live faithfully as Christ’s people.
We will make use of every opportunity – small group worship, live stream, video and audio recording, personal study and prayer – to encourage and enliven us as a congregation for faithful service to Christ. Let us also make the most of this opportunity to preach the word to wherever we
have been scattered.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Ryden

In Our Prayers

(Continued from page 3)

For all individuals and families affected by the Coronavirus; those who have recovered and those who mourn
the loss of their loved ones.
Elizabeth House - a new maternity house to be established in the Joliet area.
We extend our Christian sympathies to Steve Fuller and family At the death of his father, Jack.
We extend our Christian sympathies to Larry Oetzel and family at the death of his wife, Chris.
We extend our Christian sympathies to Jayme Rieuf (Mike’s Daughter) and her mother upon the death of her
step-father, Ray Moreton.
We extend our Christian sympathies to George (brother of Jo Gast) and family at the death of his son.

-
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Online Giving!

The online link is at the top of our website: Shorewoodhope.org
And can also be reached by clicking here:
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?
appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0n
Fx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59
kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3

Thank you to all of the volunteers who gave
of their time to collect donations for
Holidays meals at Jewel/Osco this year.

We collected donations to share
50 Thanksgiving meals
and
64 Christmas meals.

Page 7

HI HOPE

Happy New Year to all of our Church Members & Friends:
It is a blessing to see 2021 and to know that with the Grace of God we made
it. My personal theme for 2021 is devotion and Faith over Fear. I feel that we
need to personalize our lives and realize that God has our backs. I want to
take the time to thank everyone who donated so that we could make these
amazing Christmas baskets for our Shut-ins. I am always amazed at your
generosity. We may not be able to come together like we want to but we sure
can come together in Spirit.
What are we looking forward to in 2021? First we want to see everyone safe
and happy, we also would like to see everyone back in Church and our Church
back whole. May we continue to Pray for each other and remember that God
is in Control. When it is his time we will come together again. Your Fellowship
Club is here for you if you are in need of anything please let us know.
God Bless each and everyone of us and keep each of us in his will. There is
an old song my Mom use to sing to me when I was younger and it has been
on my mind a lot lately. It is "Woke Up This Morning With My Mind on Jesus" We all need to wake up with our minds stayed on Jesus. Let's take this
into 2021. Keeping out Mind stayed on Jesus.
Love to all your Fellowship Committee

Prayer Shawls
Do you need a prayer shawl for someone who is
homebound, recovering from illness/surgery or experiencing
a major event (wedding, birth, loss of loved
one, promotion, etc)? If so please contact
Cathy Wernli by phone: 815-741-2428, or
email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
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WINTER COATS &
COLD-WEATHER
ACCESSORIES (HATS,
GLOVES, MITTENS, AND
SCARVES)

LWML Mite Boxes.

All Mite Box donations to
the Northern Illinois
District can once again be
dropped off at the church.
Mite Boxes are
collected on
the first Weekend of the
month.

Men’s Group
Meetings have
been

temporarily
suspended.
Look for updates
in the coming
weeks.
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LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – January 2021
It’s a new year. It’s a time when we take stock of the year past in order to improve the year to come. It’s a time when we
sit down to plan and implement what we want to accomplish and even change. Part of that is planning our stewardship
for the coming year.
Often, we find this difficult and daunting and even joyless, but it doesn’t have to be. In fact, it is really quite simple and
full of joy. So, here are some tips to make that planning less stressful. You begin by answering these three questions:
Who are you? To whom do I give?

And how much?

So, who are you? The Table of Duties in the Luther’s Small Catechism informs us. Are you a hearer of God’s Word? Are
you a citizen of society? Are you a member of a family? Stewardship covers these three estates: church, society, and
family. We don’t particularly struggle to give to society or family. Our struggles, our difficulties, and our questions arise
in giving to the Church.
So, what is our duty as members of the Church with regard to giving? Again, the Table of Duties, gives us a guide. If you
are a hearer – a member of the Church who receives instruction – St. Paul taught: “Let the one who is taught the word
share all good things with the one who teaches” (Gal. 6:6). This means the local congregation is primary.
Your pastor is the one called to preach the Gospel to you and administer the Lord’s blessed sacraments to you. Your
congregation is the place where those things happen. Thus, when God calls us to give to the Church, He has the local
congregation in mind. For “the Lord commanded that those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the
gospel” (1 Cor. 9:14).

How much do we give to the local congregation? Our only instructions are to give:
Regularly (1 Cor. 6:1–2);
Proportionally (1 Cor. 16:1–2; 2 Cor. 8:12);
Generously (2 Cor. 8:20);
Of our first fruits (Gen. 4:4; Prov. 3:9; Lev. 27:30); and
With a spirit of eagerness (2 Cor. 9:2), earnestness (2 Cor. 8:7), cheerfulness (2 Cor. 9:7),
and love (2 Cor. 8:23).
In other words, giving to the Church is not to be an afterthought, given after everything else is spent. In this
way, it is deliberate. We give regularly – weekly, biweekly, monthly, quarterly, or yearly – keeping in mind our
own strengths, weaknesses, and limitations. We set it aside beforehand – before anything else is spent.
From those first fruits, we set aside a proportionate and generous amount. Ten percent was the standard for
the Israelites. This was a command for the ancient Israelites. We can give as much as we want, but ask
yourself: Do we really want to be less generous than was commanded of the Israelites? Is the job of the New
Testament Church bigger or smaller than the job given to Israel?
And how are we to give it? We give it with eagerness and earnestness. We give it cheerfully and with love, not
out of compulsion. For through the preaching of the Gospel and the administration of the sacraments, God
has made us His children, forgiven us all our sins, given us grace upon grace, promised us life everlasting
with Him in His kingdom, and filled us with His own Spirit, the Holy Spirit. This makes giving a joy, as Jesus
said, “it is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
It’s that easy. And it is joyful. For in stewardship, our gracious and giving Lord invites us to take part in the
work that He accomplishes here on earth, providing for the ongoing preaching of the Gospel as well as those
who are in need. Taking part in that makes all our work holy – work that is done in service to the Lord as
priestly members of His kingdom.
Stewardship Board
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This year has definitely been different for our youth group here at Hope. Seeing each other
has occurred through zoom meetings or in-between coming and going to small worship
services, much different than what we were used to . We had plans for several events that
had to be cancelled and the youth group was going to sell face masks and other items at
the holiday bizarre that was unfortunately cancelled as well. Fortunately, I was able to post
the face masks on Facebook and many congregation members, friends and family were
able to purchase the masks for $5 each . The turn out was spectacular, 50 masks were
sold !!! The proceeds were donated to several different mission projects such as the 30
hour famine , items for the senior gift baskets that fellowship donated , as well as items
for foster care duffle bags .
I'd like to explain the foster care duffle bags just
a little more . I found an organization called
Together We Rise that sells duffle bags for c
hildren in foster care agencies. The duffle bag
has a removable panel that can be decorated.
This project was perfect for our youth group to
accomplish, and that we did ! We purchased 10
duffle bags and had various families decorate a
panel with positive thoughts and phrases along
with great art work that was uplifting and
cheerful !!! Each bag contains a teddy bear, a
blanket, coloring book, crayons and a small
toiletry bag provided by Together We Rise . The
youth provided an additional small bag with a journal, movie, word search books, coloring
book , activity book, colored pens , $5 McDonalds gift card ( thanks to Carole & John
Wildman - Joanne's parents ) and a small toy.
We also provided a huge bag of socks that have been collected or donated from various
people and organizations . The duffle bags will be delivered to a local Joliet foster care
agency Guardian Angel's . This agency was chosen in memory of a friend of Joanne
Ramey's, Whitney Gaspar who passed away a year and a half ago . She was blessed with
the fostering of several children through this agency. God has given us the blessings this
year to give to so many other children of God with gracious gifts , love and support . We
will continue to try and organize more mission serving projects in 2021. Please continue
to pray for our youth and their families as we grow in Christ through gathering to hear his
word at small worship services and or at home through our Facebook live worship service.
God's blessings to each of you everyday that he provides for us .
Joanne Ramey
Youth board chairman
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Church Cleaning Sponsorships
Available
There opportunities for individuals
and families to sponsor a week of
cleaning during the year. If interested,
please sign up for an open week on
the poster in the narthex, put your
$20 donation into an envelope marked
“Church Cleaning for the Week of
_____,” and
place it in the
offering plate.
Thank you for
supporting this
effort to keep
our church
clean.

You can make an impact while you shop. Simply shop
at smile.amazon.com/ch/36-4553457 and AmazonSmile
will donate .5% to Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church,
at no cost to you.

-
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An opportunity has come up for Pastor Ryden to participate in a 13-day trip to Israel
and Jordan in April of 2021. He will get a chance to experience the Holy Land in an
up-close-and-personal-way and to bring his experiences back to Hope in the form of bible
studies, sermons, teachings and stories.
The trip will take place between April 28 – May 11th, 2021. Areas that will be visited
include Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, Mt of Olives, the
Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and many other locations. The full
cost of the trip, which includes air fare, hotel, most food, taxes, gratuity, visas and trip
insurance is $6,000. That equates to approximately $425 per
day. Additional information is included in the brochure on the
bulletin board in the Narthex.
Won’t you prayerfully consider helping to fund the cost of the
trip? Full payment is required by December 31, 2020.
Your participation is greatly appreciated!

Organ Campaign Update
So far we have received pledges and donations totaling approximately
$26,000 or 30% of our goal. Our sincere thanks to everyone that has
participated so far. If you have not had the opportunity to make a pledge,
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Payments can still be mailed
in.
Once we reach our goal of $80,000, an order for a new instrument will be
placed with delivery approximately three months later.

I think you’ll agree that music plays an important role in our church; not
only for worship services, but for weddings, funerals, and other special
occasions or events. Having a modern, reliable organ will enable us to
continue to provide quality accompaniment to all the
members and visitors of Hope Lutheran Church.
Blessings always,
Steve Fuller
Executive Director
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 East Black Road
Shorewood, IL 60404
Phone: 815-741-2428
Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
Website: www.shorewoodhope.org

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK:
Shorewood Hope
Lutheran Church

Have you moved?
New phone number?
Let us know.
office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org

Poinsettias presented by:
Darlene Fagan
imo James Anthony Fagan
Darlene & Tom Gura
imo Makenna Forneris
Diane Kettelson
imo Ernest Kettelson
Bob & Holly Kerwin &
imo Marge & Jack Kerwin
O’Connell’s & McGrath’s
Michael McDormett
imo Bette J. McDormett
The Rieuf Family
imo Kayli’s Grandparents:
John, Robert & Dorothy
Ken & Cathy Wernli
Thanking God for Tyler & Elena

