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Where do we go from here?
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe the gospel.”
Mark 1:15

This past Monday (October 19) was the 40th anniversary of when Hope Lutheran
Church chartered as a congregation of the Northern Illinois District of the Lutheran
Church – Missouri Synod. That Sunday, back in 1980 was a momentous occasion. This
weekend passed without much fanfare. Last October we had an entire year’s worth of
activities planned to celebrate our 40th year of ministry. Everything was going well at first.
Then COVID-19 hit. Everything shut down. Events were cancelled. Life changed dramatically. What started off with great excitement and hope trailed off into uncertainty and
disappointment. Such is life these days.
But life goes on and so does the ministry of Hope Lutheran Church. We can look
back over the past 40 years and be thankful for all the blessings God has given us. The
Bible is filled with records of how God brought his people through difficult times, many
worse than this. That gives us confidence to press on. God is still God, and we are still
his people. God is still on mission, and we are still called to join him on that mission. God
is bringing this world towards the fulfillment of his plan of salvation, and we still have the
hope of the resurrection of the body and the life everlasting. What more do we need?
Perhaps we need a paradigm shift. A paradigm is a way of thinking. It is a framework that helps us understand the world and ourselves. It’s like a puzzle. We have an
idea of what the picture is supposed to look like and we fit pieces together in such a way
as to make it look like the picture we have in our minds. Sometimes we discover that the
picture we had of ourselves and the world is incorrect and the way we have put the pieces together doesn’t work. They don’t fit. Something’s wrong. This piece doesn’t go where
I thought it did, but if I put it together in a way that it works, the picture won’t look the
way I thought it would. Maybe I was wrong. Maybe the world is not the way I thought it
was. Maybe life is not what I thought it was. Maybe I need to look at things differently.
That’s a paradigm shift.
God’s word gives us a picture of the world and our lives that is true. It gives us a
framework to understand what’s going on in the world and how we should live. It helps
us put the pieces together in such a way that it all makes sense. The Word of God presents us with a history of the world that makes sense. We have a clear picture of where
we came from, how we got here and where we are going. We learn from the Word of God
that there is sin in the world and that God is on mission to save us from the consequences of our sin. It tells us about God who gives us the love, identity, security, purpose,
meaning and hope that we all look for in this world. It tells us about Jesus, his Son, who
saved us by his life death and resurrection, and the new life he gives us. That life is
marked by faith expressed in prayer, worship, witness, learning, serving, fellowship and
stewardship. The Word of God tells us about the Holy Spirit who gives us faith and equips
us with his gifts so that we can live as his people in our unique callings as parents and
children and spouses and co-workers, and students, and neighbors and all the other
hats we wear. The Bible helps us to put the pieces of the puzzle together in a world
where it seems like the whole box has been thrown up into the air.
Jesus called people to a paradigm shift when he said, “repent and believe the
gospel.” He calls us to do the same. Perhaps before 2020 it seemed like was going
along just fine.

( Continued on page 6 )

The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas
are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine
behind the curtain.” (NRSV).
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Scripture
Reading
November 2020

1 Luke 14-17

11 Acts 3-5

21 2 Thessalonians 1-3
Acts 18:12-19:10

2 Luke 18-21

12 Acts 6-9

3 Luke 22-24

13 Acts 10-12

4 John 1-3

14 Acts 13,14

5 John 4-6

15 James 1,2

24 1 Corinthians 9-12

6 John 7-10

16 James 3-5

25 1 Corinthians 13-16

7 John 11-13

17 Galatians 1-3

8 John 14-17

18 Galatians 4-6

26 Acts 19:11-20:1
2 Corinthians 1-3

9 John 18-21

19 Acts 15-18:11

10 Acts 1,2

20 1 Thessalonians 1-5

22 1 Corinthians 1-4
23 1 Corinthians 5-8

27 2 Corinthians 4-6
28 2 Corinthians 7-9
29 2 Corinthians 10-13
30 Acts 20:2 / Romans 1-4

Tips on Reading the Bible
1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel

free to use any time that works consistently for you.

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God

before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words
you read!

Contacting
Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf

-
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In Our Prayers
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Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria
All of the service men and women, especially:
Klima - US Air Force - stationed in San Antonio, TX
Abigail Kassab (Klima) - Parris Island Marine Band
Sgt. First Class Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck) at Fort Hood, TX
Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - USAF stationed at Columbus Air Force
Base in MS.
Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- Marine serving in
Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller) - Stationed at the Captain James A. Lovell
Federal Health Center, Great Lakes Naval Station.
Reiss DeSandre (nephew of Sally DeSandre & Kathy Wright) US Army
Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine, soon to be deployed overseas.
Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - stationed in Port Hueneme, CA
Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine - Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan
Ashley Kristofer - (George & Pat Kristofer’s granddaughter) Parris Island Boot Camp
All Shut-Ins, especially:
Dr. Bob Dahms - at Sunrise
Barb Biller - at home
Ruth Roch - at Westchester
Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place
Linda Stone - at home
Dolores Kucera - at home

Leona Schmidt - at home
Emma Bill - at Alden
Adelaide Holm - at Senior Star
- Alden
Shirley Patchett - Solstice

Italy Wallace (Annamariaa Atkinson’s daughter) unspoken prayer request (10/7/20)
Mindy Cloninger (Dorothy Sieber's sister-in-law) fell and broke her leg and her opposite foot. (10/7/20)
Kari Rieuf - newly diagnosed thyroid issues and further testing (10/8/20)
Ruth Howard - newly diagnosed cancer - chemo starting on 10/11 (10/9/20)

Becky Jasinski (Mike & Kari Rieuf’s sister-in-law) - leiomyosarcoma - hospitalized, in hospice
care(10/1520)

Heavenly Father,
giver of life and
health: Comfort and
relieve your sick
servant, and give your
power of healing to
those who minister to
his needs, that he
may be strengthened
in his weakness and
have confidence in
your loving care;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Nadine Klima - prayers for healing from broken arm (10/17/20)
Kim Ryden - relief from migraines (10/22/20)
Byron Seagrave Jr. (Darlene Fagan’s brother) surgery to relieve pressure on spinal cord for 3rd time plate pins & rods in / long recovery (10/23/20)
Anne - (friend of Gayle and Diane Kettelson) - chemo for cancer (10/23/20)
Bill B. (Barb Miller’s brother) - throat cancer treatments (10/25/20)
Sarah Schroeder (niece of Beth Hauser) - cancer diagnosis (10/28/20)
Tom Kokenes (Stephanie Fjeldheim’s father) possible stroke, newly diagnosed health complications
(10/30/20)

Elizabeth House - a new maternity house to be established in the Joliet area.
We extend our Christin sympathies to Chad Hiatt and family at the death of Tiffany ,
sister-in-law of Laura Klima.
We extend our Christian sympathies to her family at the death of Wilma Nowland
(friend of Dorothy Sieber) .

We extend our Christian sympathies to the family of Lorrie Markley
at the death of her husband.
We pray for
who are working hard
to combat this virus and our leaders who have to make difficult decisions. Let us continue to live in faith trusting in God’s love and mercy, serving family and neighbor,
showing Christ’s compassion to all and giving witness to the power and promise of God

at times like this.
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Birthday Wishes to. . .

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you

have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

LWML Mite Boxes.
All Mite Box donations to the
Northern Illinois District can
once again be dropped off
at the church.
Mite Boxes are collected on the
first Weekend of the month.

May God continue to bless these Marriages
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Dear fellow members of Hope,

The tenth commandment is “You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” Luther writes in his Small Catechism that
this means that “We should fear and love God so that we do not entice or force away our neighbor’s wife,
workers, or animals, or turn against him, but urge them to stay and do their duty.”
I have been teasing Stephanie that this letter was going to be written about her—and she wouldn’t
even be here to publish it! Most of you know that she has already left us and that very soon she will be
starting as the Administrative Assistant to Shorewood’s Police Chief (and our member), Aaron Klima. It is so
cool that she began our knowledge of her with his father as her boss, and now he will assume that position. I
am thinking that she will have some “flashbacks.”

She served Hope as the Church Administrator for eleven years and will be deeply missed. Not only
was she my co-worker, but she also became my friend. In fact, I also grew in friendship with her boys (Joey
and Rusty) and her boyfriend (Steve). I will miss all of our interactions. However, I am thrilled that she has
this new opportunity that will enlarge her life in many ways—financially and futuristically—and she won’t be
very far away. In fact, there will be times that we will partner as we seek to do ministry in our community.
Back to the commandment. . .last month, I shared Question 91 and the fact that we are not discouraged from seeking God’s physical and material blessings. Question 92 goes on to ask, “What is particularly
important about these last two commandments?” The response is that they are another form of idolatry
whereby “our ingratitude and dissatisfaction tempt us to break the other commandments (for example, the
Sixth and Seventh commandments).” They also “remind us that God wants us to love Him above all and to
have holy desires.”
Romans 3:23 reminds us that we all sin and fall short of the glory of God. So, we continue to repent
of our sin and work at our faithfulness. Luther’s Small Catechism (with Explanation) also includes prayers.
This one is based on Psalm 37 and Stanza 10 of the Lutheran Service Builder Hymn #581. We pray:
“Heavenly Father, You open Your hand and satisfy the desires of every living creature. Cause us to fear and
love You above all things, that our hearts would not covet that which You have given to our neighbors. Rather, lead us to trust in Your provision of daily bread, be content with what you provide, and reject every evil
scheme or enticement that would secure for ourselves that which You have given to others. Enable us to
serve our neighbors by helping them keep and guard all that You have given to them; through Jesus Christ,
our Lord. Amen.”
As I stated at the beginning of the year, the Small Catechism was written so that families could better
understand the Christian faith and use it for the edification of their faith. If you don’t have a copy, consider
buying one and delving into it! Please see me, and I can arrange to order one for you.
MAKING DISCIPLES is an EVERYDAY ADVENTURE with JESUS!
Prayers that all of us remain safe and healthy!

Kari
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( Continued from Cover )

Like our congregation, you had great plans for the year. But all of that changed. Now we’re wondering
where do we go from here? It’s time for a new picture of the world and of ourselves and our ministry at
Hope Lutheran Church. It’s time to start reassembling the pieces together in the way that fits in with the
framework that God provides in his word and not the way the world tells us to put it together, because
frankly, it doesn’t work.
I don’t know what things will be like in another 40 days let alone another 40 years, but I know this.
If we as a congregation and as his people repent and believe the gospel and put the pieces of our lives
and ministry together in a way that lines up with God’s Word a picture will emerge. The picture will look
like Jesus. That’s the picture God gives us. And that’s where we go from here no matter what comes our
way. It’s all about Jesus.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Ryden

***Parents: Please continue to let kari
know what your kids are doing so that
she can create an event or come to see
them “in action” by herself!

-
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Online Giving!

The online link is at the top of our website: Shorewoodhope.org
And can also be reached by clicking here:
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?
appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vb
e_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3

The Evangelism Committee at
Hope will be working with Jewel
Osco in Shorewood to provide
Thanksgiving meals for those in
need.
Sign up in the narthex to sit at
the table at Jewel to get donations to make this possible.
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry
Newsletter article – November 2020
Our Father in heaven has claimed us as His own. By the shedding of His Son’s blood, His death for our sins, and His
resurrection for our justification, God the Father has received us back into His family. By water – combined with His
Word, promise, and Name – the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us. We belong to Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
He is in us, and we are in Him. And, being in Him, all things are ours. In Him, we are richly and abundantly blessed.

Our true treasure is that we belong to the most Holy Trinity, and everything that is His – righteousness, peace, eternal life – also belongs also to us. Even our temporal treasures are gifts from His fatherly divine goodness and mercy.
We receive our treasures from Him, and thus, as good stewards of His varied grace, we manage them in such a way
that they may be returned to Him. We bring them to Him, hallowed through prayers of thanksgiving and God’s holy
Word, as a sacrifice.
Thus, all our possessions, as gifts from God, are also sacrifices to Him. We eat to nourish our bodies. We share with
our family, neighbors, fellow Christians, the poor, and even our enemies as holy things given by the holy God. His
temporal gifts are blessings to and for us, and they bring blessings upon us even as they are pressed into His service for His kingdom.
Thus, we place all that we have into God’s hands, and He never fails to remember us. He pours out the fullness of
His promises upon us. We give thanks for all that He has done, is doing, and will continue to do. We give thanks by
not taking for ourselves, but, giving to all even as our heavenly Father has given to us.
As we prepare for the celebrations of Thanksgiving, may we all give thanks continually for all that we are and all that
we have because of God’s providential care. And may we be all the more diligent in bringing everything that we have
received from God to Him, so that He may bless it and employ it for the good of all – even for us. For to the one who
has, more will be given, and he will have an abundance.

Prayer Shawls
Do you need a prayer shawl for someone who is
homebound, recovering from illness/surgery or experiencing
a major event (wedding, birth, loss of loved
one, promotion, etc)? If so please contact
Cathy Wernli by phone: 815-741-2428, or
email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
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WINTER COATS & COLD-WEATHER
ACCESSORIES (HATS, GLOVES, MITTENS, AND SCARVES) ARE NOW BEING
COLLECTED FOR THOSE IN NEED!
Please bring new and/or gently used
items to Hope for distribution as needs
are made known.

TREE DECORATING : is
set for Sunday,
November 29th after
10:30 worship. Get in
the festive mood as we
decorate the church for
Christmas!

Board Opening
Your Church Board has an opening this year for a Director
of the following Administrative Board:

Assistant Executive Director - OPEN
If you’re interested in volunteering for this position
or would like more information,
please contact Steve Fuller or Pastor Ryden.
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Do you sometimes use the phrase “I’m starving?” Really???
(We have no clue as to how it feels to starve.)
Do you think that you can go without food for 30 hours?
ALL students (6th-12th grade) are invited and encouraged to join

Kari for the experience of the

“30 Hour Famine!”

Saturday, November 7th 6:30am-Sunday, November 8th 12:30pm
SIGN UP ON THE
YOUTH BOARD TODAY!!!
*This is an event that is sponsored
by World Vision in an effort to
raise money and awareness
for those who are food impoverished.

On Sunday
Nov. 1st Daylight
Savings Time Ends.
Turn back your
clocks 1 hour
before bed on
Saturday Night.
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IT’S POINSETTIA TIME!
This Christmas we are presenting you with an opportunity to remember a living or
deceased family member or friend by paying for a Poinsettia Plant that will be used to
decorate our Church this Christmas. The cost of the plants are as follows:
Red Poinsettia plant - $14.00
The name of the person you have remembered will be printed in the bulletin at Christmas
time. Please fill out the order form below and place the completed order form and
payment in an envelope marked “Poinsettia Payment” and place in offering or turn it into
the church office no later than December 13th, in order for the names to appear in the
bulletin.

Please make check payable to Hope Lutheran Church
****************************************************************
POINSETTIA ORDERS
I wish to remember the following person by paying for a Poinsettia Plant that will be used
to decorate our church this Christmas.
YOUR NAME:
PERSON TO BE LISTED:

PLEASE CHECK ONE:
Living:

Deceased:

Enclosed is my donation of $
($14.00 for each poinsettia)

Cash

or Check #:

Postponed due to Covid-19 until 2021
Thanksgiving pie fundraiser
Cookie Packing for Marseilles
Chicago Train Trip
Cookie Walk
Santa Sock Hop
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Church Cleaning Sponsorships
Available
There opportunities for individuals
and families to sponsor a week of
cleaning during the year. If interested,
please sign up for an open week on
the poster in the narthex, put your
$20 donation into an envelope marked
“Church Cleaning for the Week of
_____,” and place it in the offering
plate. Thank you
for supporting
this effort to help
keep our church
clean.

-
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An opportunity has come up for Pastor Ryden to participate in a 13-day trip to Israel
and Jordan in April of 2021. He will get a chance to experience the Holy Land in an
up-close-and-personal-way and to bring his experiences back to Hope in the form of bible
studies, sermons, teachings and stories.
The trip will take place between April 28 – May 11th, 2021. Areas that will be visited
include Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, Mt of Olives, the
Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and many other locations. The full
cost of the trip, which includes air fare, hotel, most food, taxes, gratuity, visas and trip
insurance is $6,000. That equates to approximately $425 per
day. Additional information is included in the brochure on the
bulletin board in the Narthex.
Won’t you prayerfully consider helping to fund the cost of the
trip? Full payment is required by December 31, 2020.
Your participation is greatly appreciated!

Organ Campaign Update
So far we have received pledges and donations totaling approximately
$26,000 or 30% of our goal. Our sincere thanks to everyone that has
participated so far. If you have not had the opportunity to make a pledge,
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Payments can still be mailed
in.
Once we reach our goal of $80,000, an order for a new instrument will be
placed with delivery approximately three months later.

I think you’ll agree that music plays an important role in our church; not
only for worship services, but for weddings, funerals, and other special
occasions or events. Having a modern, reliable organ will enable us to
continue to provide quality accompaniment to all the
members and visitors of Hope Lutheran Church.
Blessings always,
Steve Fuller
Executive Director
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 East Black Road
Shorewood, IL 60404
Phone: 815-741-2428
Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
Website: www.shorewoodhope.org

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK:
Shorewood Hope
Lutheran Church

Have you moved?
New phone number?
Let us know.
office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org

Please look for future
announcements
concerning our
Holiday Schedule.
Thank you.

