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HI 

The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas 

are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 

behind the curtain.” (NRSV). 

 ( Continued on page 6 ) 

Making all the difference in the world. 
“Love your neighbor as yourself” Matthew 2:39 

 

 When I watch the evening news, especially the national news, I feel 

overwhelmed by a sense of helplessness. I see a nation that is being torn 

apart socially, politically, and spiritually. Violence, hatred, anger, blame, 

grief, greed, immorality seem to be everywhere. And I wonder what I can 

do about it. A part of me is tempted to fall into despair and say, “nothing.” 

Another part of me tells me it’s not my problem. It’s all happening     

somewhere else. Those things aren’t happening where I live, where I work 

or where I shop. It doesn’t seem to be affecting my neighborhood and my 

relationship with my wonderful neighbors. Nobody has threatened our 

church building. The shops I go to aren’t boarded up.  

 Yet as a Christian and as a pastor, I am called to love my neighbor 

as myself. I am called to live at peace with all people, as far as it concerns 

me. I am called to proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is the only 

solution for the human condition, which is sin. And let’s face it. That’s 

what’s behind all of the problems in the world. The sin within us and     

outside us makes us all both villains and victims int all of this. But what 

can I do? What can any of us do?  

 There are many ways that we as Christians can respond in love 

and peace to the ways that sin manifests itself in the world. Any and all of 

them that are within God’s will are appropriate and much needed. But I 

would like to remind us all of what it boils down to: Love your neighbor as 

yourself. 

 One person who wanted to justify himself (probably for only loving 

some people and not others) once asked Jesus to clarify who was his 

neighbor. In other words, who do I have to love and, by implication, who 

don’t I have to love? That’s when Jesus told the parable of the Good     

Samaritan. The Samaritan encountered a Jewish man who was lying    

half-dead on the side of the road. Tension between Jews and Samaritans 

was very much a part of life in those days. But the Samaritan fulfilled 

God’s command to love his neighbor by doing what he could for the      

person who happened to be right there in front of him.  

 As I read scripture and find other examples of where this royal law 

is fulfilled, I find the same thing in each case. This law is not talking about 

the theoretical person “way over there.” It does not require us travel to 

the other side of the world to do something. It focuses us on our neighbor 

– that person right there in front of us. For example, St. John writes in his 

first epistle, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in 

need, but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?” (1 John 

3:17) The apostle James writes in a similar fashion, “Suppose a brother or 

sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to him, ‘Go, I 

wish you well; keep warm and well fed,’ but does nothing about his    

physical needs, what good is it?” (James 2:15-16) In his teaching about 

forgiveness and reconciliation, our Lord commands us, “If your brother 

sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you”,  

(Matthew 18:15) and again, “Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 

altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 

leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your 

brother; then come and offer your gift.” (Matthew 5:23-24) 
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Contacting  

Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf 

When contacting: 
PASTOR RYDEN: 

Church: 815-741-2428 
Cell Phone:  815-351-2922 

E-Mail:  pastorryden@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 
KARI RIEUF-Youth Minister: 

Church:  815-741-2428     
Cell Phone:  815-355-HOPE (4673)      

E-Mail:  hopeyouth@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Scripture 
Reading 
July 2020 

Tips on Reading the Bible 

1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait. 

2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel 
free to use any time that works consistently for you. 

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God    
before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words 
you read! 

1 2 Kings 15-17 

2 Hosea 1-4 

3 Hosea 5-7 

4 Hosea 8-10 

5 Hosea 11-14 

6 2 Kings 18,19 

7 Isaiah 1-3 

8 Isaiah 4-6 

9 Isaiah 7-9 

10 Isaiah 10-12 

11 Isaiah 13-15 

12 Isaiah 16-18 

13 Isaiah 19-21 

14 Isaiah 22-24 

15 Isaiah 25-27 

16 Isaiah 28-30 

17 Isaiah 31-33 

18 Isaiah 34-36 

19 Isaiah 37-39 

20 Isaiah 40-42 

21 Isaiah 43-45 

22 Isaiah 46-48 

23 Isaiah 49-51 

24 Isaiah 52-54 

25 Isaiah 55-57 

26 Isaiah 58-60 

27 Isaiah 61-63 

28 Isaiah 64-66 

29 Micah 1-4 

30 Micah 5-7 

31 Nahum 1-3 



 

In Our Prayers  

H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,    

g i v e r  o f  l i f e  a n d 

health: Comfort and 

r e l i e v e  y o u r  s i c k    

servant, and give your 

power of healing to 

those who minister to 

his needs, that he 

may be strengthened 

in his weakness and 

have confidence in 

y o u r  l o v i n g  c a r e ; 

through  Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
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Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria 
 

All of the service men and women, especially: 
 Zachary Klima  - US Air Force - stationed in San Antonio, TX 
 Corporal Abigail Kassab (Klima) - Parris Island Marine Band 
 Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck) at Fort Stewart, GA  
       Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - USAF stationed at Columbus Air 
  Force Base in Mississippi 
 Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- Marine serving in Afghanistan 
 Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller) - US Navy on-the-job  
 training at the Naval Medical Center in Portsmouth, VA 
 Reiss DeSandre (nephew of Sally DeSandre & Kathy Wright) US Army  
 Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine, soon to be deployed overseas. 
 Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - stationed in Port Hueneme, CA 
 Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine - Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan 
 Ashley Kristofer - (George & Pat Kristofer’s granddaughter) Parris Island Boot Camp 
  

All Shut-Ins, especially: 
 Dr. Bob Dahms - at Sunrise  Leona Schmidt - at home  
 Barb Biller - at home    Ruth Roch - at Westchester               
 Emma Bill - at Alden                Adelaide Holm - at Senior Star             
 Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place Mary Jean White-at Alden 
 Linda Stone - at home   Shirley Patchett - Solstice 
 Dolores Kucera - at home   
            

Mindy Cloninger (Dorothy Sieber's sister-in-law ) fell and broke her leg and her opposite 
 foot.  had surgery on 6/7 (6/10/20) 
Jack Fuller (Steve Fuller’s dad) in a nursing home dealing with several medical issues,  
 especially progressive lung disease. (6/14/20) 
Stephanie Fuller - still being evaluated for neurological issues (6/14/19) 
Toni Coble (Client of Annamariaa Atkinson) stage 4 pancreatic & liver cancer (6/14/20) 
Joe (Stephanie Fjeldheim’s uncle) bladder cancer - chemo treatments (6/14/20) 
Becky Jasinski (Mike & Kari Rieuf’s sister-in-law) - leiomyosarcoma - treatment for recurring 
 tumors (6/14/20) 
Shari Valdes (friend of Rieuf’s) at home recovering from colon surgery (6/14/20) 
Nicole Thompson & family - front line medical personnel (6/14/20) 
Jim Shimek (George Shimek’s brother) cancer (6/14/20) 
Aaron Smith & family (Jon & Wendy Forsberg’s friend) diagnosed with ALS (6/14/20) 
Jean Baldwin (William Atkinson’s sister) liver cancer (6/14/20) 
Italy Wallace (Annamariaa Atkinson’s daughter) unspoken prayer request  (6/14/20) 
Pastor John Neugebauer - at Sunny Hill recovered from COVID-19 (6/14/20) 
Merle Williams  - in hospital recovering from a complicated surgery (6/18/20) 
 
Elizabeth House - a new maternity house to be established in the Joliet area. 
 
We extend our Christian sympathies to Merle Williams on the death of his  friend  
 Kenneth Keehn. 
 
We pray for the sick, those in fear, those who have lost loved ones, those who are working 

hard to combat this virus and our leaders who have to make difficult decisions. Let us  
continue to live in faith trusting in God’s love and mercy, serving family and neighbor, 
showing Christ’s compassion to all and giving witness to the power and promise of God  
at times like this.  



 

July Birthday Wishes to. . .  

May God continue to bless these Marriages 

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you 
have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day 
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and 
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we 
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Please continue to donate                  

to the LWML Mite Boxes.    

All  donations during this time 

can be mailed to Diane Kettelson 

at: 5203 Brighton Lane                   

Plainfield , IL 60586.  

(815) 577-3153 

Diane will then 

mail the donations 

to the Northern    

Illinois District. 

(Checks are easiest) 

Jon and Wendy Forsberg 7/11 

William and Kimberly Ryden 7/15 

Gregory and Kelly Stytz 7/18 

Al and Lois Checca 7/20 

Steve and Stephanie Fuller 7/23 

Christopher and Kari Ramirez 7/23 

John and Catherine Bukauskas 7/25 

Richard and Kathy Johnston 7/30 

Julie Johnson 7/1 

Diane Kettelson 7/2 

Laura Sterling 7/2 

Faye Wason 7/2 

Taylor R. Hogg 7/3 

Sarah O'Malley 7/3 

Robert Steg 7/3 

Lena DePratt 7/5 

Claire Dorman 7/5 

Gillian Dorman 7/5 

Leeland Downey 7/7 

Kari Rieuf 7/7 

Megan Seil 7/7 

Lauren Morgan 7/8 

Martha Klima 7/9 

Tracie Holmes 7/9 

Renee Wissel 7/9 

Robert Kerwin 7/12 

Belinda Newland 7/12 

Kari Ramirez 7/12 

Dean Skedel 7/15 

Kimberly Ryden 7/17 

Lucas Boyd 7/18 

Benjamin DePratt 7/18 

Christopher Ramirez 7/18 

Mary Kay Dolgner 7/19 

Richard Johnston 7/20 

Caleb Klima 7/22 

Alexis Petrilla 7/22 

Brian Turro 7/23 

Raynaldo Zamora 7/23 

Madelyn Reed 7/24 

Dolores Kucera 7/26 

Cherie Sieger 7/26 

Jeff M. Nagel 7/29 

Daniel Brandon 7/30 

Scott Wissel 7/31 
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HI HOPE  Dear fellow members of Hope, 
 WARNING: This letter is X-rated.  The topic for this month (one month late) is the sixth                
commandment. . .the one that always makes the sixth graders blush. . .the one that sometimes invokes many 
questions. . .and the one that is sometimes surrounded by a shroud of silence! 
 Perhaps you remember discussions from your own Confirmation classes: “You shall not commit    
adultery!”  Often we think of this as having only to do with affairs outside of marriage, but the meaning tells 
us that it is so much more than that.  “We should fear and love God so that we lead a sexually pure and     
decent life in what say and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other.”  This is a topic that is far 
too complex to address in page of a newsletter, but I decided that this would be a good opportunity to share 
some resources with you. 
 As we continue (and somewhat begin) some of these conversations in our own household, I can point 
you to an excellent resource that comes out of NavPress.  It is called the “God’s Design for Sex” series and 
is comprised of 5 books that cover an appropriate conveyance of information about sex with children from the 
ages of 5 through 18 (I believe).  Stan and Brenna Jones are the authors.  These books provide truthful and 
age-appropriate information with the thought that it is never too early to begin the discussion.  There is a 
great chance that our children are hearing and learning more outside of our homes, especially with social   
media (with quite a bit of misinformation). 
 Pam Stenzel’s, Sex Has a Price Tag: Discussions about Sexuality, Spirituality, and Self-respect is an 
excellent resource for older youth.  She has been a speaker at the National Youth Gathering and shares an 
abundance of information that is useful for our teens to learn and understand.  
 Abortion and pornography are other very important subjects to discuss.  There are a multitude of   
resources that help with the discussion.  (These have also been the topics of many Youth Gathering interest 
centers.)  Gianna Jessen is an abortion survivor who has several excellent YouTube videos.  Craig Gross is 
someone who started XXX Church in an effort to help those who have fallen into the pit of pornography. 
 Then, there is the “GOOD SEX” video resource.  God created sex not as something to be misused but 
as something to be enjoyed and for procreation.  We discuss it in class as is necessary, but most of the   
conversation should be taking place at home.  Hopefully, these can be some starting points or points for   
continuation. 

MAKING DISCIPLES is an EVERYDAY ADVENTURE with JESUS! 
Prayers that all of us remain safe and healthy!  �   Kari 
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Help Stimulate the Mission 

Many of us have now received the stimulus checks that Congress              

recently authorized. This will be a blessing to many who are struggling            

financially during this shut down of the economy. For others who are still able 

to work and receive a regular paycheck, this will be money above and beyond 

what they would otherwise have. If that’s you, I invite you to join me in an effort 

to “stimulate the mission.” Please consider tithing a portion of your stimulus 

check to support the mission work of Hope Lutheran Church. Here’s how we 

will prioritize any “stimulus” money that we receive. 

• We will supplement regular offerings to stay current with our payroll and  

other necessary expenses, if needed. 

• We will help out members of Hope that are in financial need. 

• We will support missions and ministries that we have supported in the past 

that are in need. (For example, Blessing Bench, Feed My Starving Children, 

Walcamp, Missionaries.) 

• We will use any additional funds to help with needs in our community. 

  Please write “Stimulate the Mission” in the memo line of your check           

to designate funds for this effort. If you are a member who is experiencing                

financial difficulty, please call Pastor Ryden for financial assistance. 

 So you see, the Scriptures illustrate the way we show love for the neighbor in very concrete 

ways. How does that help us solve the problems of the world? We do it one person at a time. I may 

not be able to solve the problems in Minneapolis, Seattle, Washington D.C., or Chicago, but I have 

people right in front of me all the time. And God has placed me exactly where I need to be with the 

gifts that he has given me and I can show love to them. In the same way, God has placed you exactly 

where he wants you and has equipped you with his gifts. You can show his love to whoever happens 

to be right there in front of you, whether that means caring for their needs, giving them hope in Jesus 

Christ, working towards greater understanding and peace, or seeking and extending forgiveness.  

 It reminds me of the old story about the boy who stood on the shore throwing stranded starfish 

back into the sea. A man walking along the beach wondered why the boy bothered since he would 

never be able to help them all. “What difference does it make?” he asked. “It made all the difference 

in the world to that one,” the boy replied as he threw another one back into the ocean. 

 With all that’s going on the world these days consider how God is calling you to make all the 

difference in the world to someone right there in front of you? 
 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Ryden 
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Prayer Shawls 
 

Do you need a prayer shawl for someone who is  
homebound, recovering from illness/surgery or  

experiencing a major event (wedding, birth,  
loss of loved one, promotion, etc)?  
If so please contact Cathy Wernli  

by phone: 815-725-9644, or 
email: cathywernli@yahoo.com,  

 “K. & C. Wernli”. 

HI HOPE  

Online Giving! 
We've signed up for GivePlus, an online giving option which is            

available on the website as well as through a smartphone app.  
We have been researching this since January & now it all is coming 

together when we need it most (God is definitely in Control!).  
 WebPay Link: 

 https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-

bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?

ap-

pver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsS

G3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0

nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4Bg

AVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN

59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-

o=&ver=3  

Once you’ve logged into the giving, online or the smartphone app  
you will have options to give once or reoccurring. 

 

Remember, you can still give by mailing your offerings in to the 
church or dropping them off during weekend worship too. 

Thank you for continuing to support the church!! 

The online link is at the top of our website: 
Shorewoodhope.org  

And can also be reached by clicking here: 

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsSG3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4BgAVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91-o=&ver=3
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“I was glad when they said to me,  
“let us go to the house of the Lord.”  

Psalm 122:1 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
I am excited to tell you that according to the guidelines 

under Phase 3 of the governor’s Restore Illinois Plan, we 
may gather for public worship services and will resume 
those services on the weekend of June 20

th
 and 21

st
.       

Services will be at 5:00 on Saturday and Sunday will be at 
8:00 and 10:30. Please note the time change for the    
second service on Sunday. We have moved it back to 
have more time for cleaning between services. This is a 
permanent change. 

 
While this is an exciting time and we are all anxious to be 

with our Christian family once more, we need to exercise 
caution. We want you to be aware of some of the things 
that we will be doing to make sure everyone is safe and   
secure. To see what you can expect as we resume public 
worship services go to our website: Shorewoodhope.org 

 
Additional changes may be put into place when we 

enter into Phase 4 of the Restore Illinois Plan. If you have 
any questions or concerns about our reopening plan, 
please call the church office. I look forward to seeing all of 
you soon, and may the peace of Christ continue to rule in 
our hearts. 

Public Worship Resumes 
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New Board Openings 
 

Your Church Board has openings this year for Directors  
of  the following Administrative Boards:   

 

Assistant Executive Director - OPEN 
Treasurer - OPEN 
Properties - OPEN 

Lay Ministry - Nomination Accepted (Frank Bianchetta) 
Evangelism - Nomination Accepted  (Nikki Skedel) 

 

If  you’re interested in volunteering for one of  the positions  
or would like more information,  

please contact Steve Fuller or Pastor Ryden. 

Pennies from Heaven 
 

During these trying times, I’m sure many of you are wondering how our 
church is doing financially.  Much like when the Troy School District       
surprised us with their sizeable donation to our parking lot rebuild, I’m 
happy to announce that thanks to the efforts of Karen Rousculp, Pastor  
Ryden, and Stephanie, we have applied, been approved for, and received  
a Payroll Protection Program loan from the federal government. This will 
cover our staff’s payroll and benefits costs for 8 weeks. Even more exciting 
is that provided we use the PPP money for just payroll, benefits, and a 
couple of other eligible expenses (and we absolutely will), the loan will be 
forgiven and basically becomes a grant. In the meantime, we still have a 
number of other bills like mortgage, insurance, utilities, etc., that have to 
be paid on a regular basis. Thanks to the generous ongoing support of our 
members, we have been able to meet our obligations ever since the church 
went on lockdown. I would simply encourage all of you to continue to 
faithfully make your offerings by dropping them off, mailing them to the 
church office, or by using the new on-line payment tool found on our new 
web site.  The Lord continues to bless Hope Lutheran Church beyond our 
expectations and for that we all can be truly thankful.  Please keep the 
church, its staff, members, and families in your prayers. 
 

God’s blessings to you all, 
Steve Fuller 
Executive Director 
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“My Children”  “My kids”   “My boys” 

I use these terms so often.  My bad!  If I am to be 

a faithful steward, I must acknowledge that all of 

creation belongs to God. That includes my kids - 

and yours. I need to remind myself that my children 

(and grandchildren) are first and foremost, God’s children. 

Which leads to a couple other points of emphasis: God entrusted my sons to 

me to care for according to His will and for His purposes. Wow! That’s huge - 

too huge for me without His input.  All praise and thanks to Him for His      

constant presence and strength and love and forgiveness! 

A second point: I love my kids unconditionally, and I would die for them.  

But as intensely as I love them, their heavenly Father loves them way more.  

And Jesus actually did die for them. 

My kids - your kids - we are all God’s kids. 

Thank you Lord Jesus! 

Here are FOUR ways to listen to Pastor Ryden’s Sermons: 
 

1. On our website:  shorewoodhope.org 
   Go to Resources Tab 
 

2.On Facebook: 
   Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church 
 
 

3. On YouTube: 
    Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church 
 

4. Over the Phone: 
  Call Hope Lutheran Church’s 
  Sermon Phone Number 
  (815) 317-3640 

 
 

Share with Family and Friends! 
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Organ Campaign Update 
 

So far we have received pledges and donations totaling approximately 
$26,000 or 30% of our goal.  Our sincere thanks to everyone that has   
participated so far.  If you have not had the opportunity to make a pledge, 
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Payments can still be mailed 
in. 

 

Once we reach our goal of $80,000, an order for a new instrument will be 
placed with delivery approximately three months later. 

 

I think you’ll agree that music plays an important role in our church; not     
only for worship services, but for weddings, funerals, and other special   
occasions or events.  Having a modern, reliable organ will enable us to  
continue to provide quality accompaniment to all the 
members and visitors of Hope Lutheran Church. 

 

Blessings always, 
Steve Fuller 
Executive Director 

An opportunity has come up for Pastor Ryden to participate in a 13-day trip to Israel 

and Jordan in April of 2021.  He will get a chance to experience the Holy Land in an      

up-close-and-personal-way and to bring his experiences back to Hope in the form of bible 

studies, sermons, teachings and stories.   

The trip will take place between April 28 – May 11th, 2021.  Areas that will be visited 

include Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, Mt of Olives, the 

Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and many other locations. The full 

cost of the trip, which includes air fare, hotel, most food, taxes, gratuity, visas and trip 

insurance is $6,000. That equates to approximately $425 per 

day.  Additional information is included in the brochure on the 

bulletin board in the Narthex.   

Won’t you prayerfully consider helping to fund the cost of the 

trip?  Full payment is required by December 31, 2020.  

Your participation is greatly appreciated! 



 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 

305 East Black Road 

Shorewood, IL  60404 

Phone: 815-741-2428 

Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Website: www.shorewoodhope.org 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK: 

Shorewood Hope  

Lutheran Church 

 

Have you moved?  

New phone number? 

Let us know. 

office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars  
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will give millions to churches across the 

country through Thrivent Choice. So please Direct Choice Dollars today 

Thrivent Choice allows eligible members of  Thrivent Financial to recommend 

where some of  Thrivent Financials' charitable dollars are distributed.  
 

To make your direction, simply: 

• Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice, or  
• Call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and say, “Thrivent Choice.” 

 

 

Have you had financial struggles through the last few months?  Do 
you have an emergency fund?  Are you thinking about college costs 
or retirement?  Let me share with you—it is possible to have no more 
money stress—ever! Join my virtual Financial Peace University 
class, and we’ll learn how to dump debt and build wealth. You won’t 
even have to leave home. And now, you 
can try Financial Peace free for 14 days! 
Visit fpu.com/1119941 to sign up and learn 
more. Class starts Tuesday, July 14, 2020 
(6:30 pm to 7:30 pm).  Call if you have 
questions!  Judy Wierman  815-922-2482 

http://fpu.com/1119941

