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Laying a new foundation
“And all the people shouted with a great shout when they praised
the Lord, because the foundation of the house of the Lord was laid. But
many of the priests and Levites and the heads of fathers’ houses, old
men who had seen the first house, wept with a loud voice when they saw
the foundation of this house being laid, though many shouted aloud for
joy, so that the people could not distinguish the sound of the joyful shout
from the sound of the people’s weeping, for the people shouted with a
great shout, and the sound was heard far away.”
Ezra 3:11-13
It had been fifty years since the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem
was destroyed. Now the exiles who had returned to Jerusalem were
rebuilding this holy house. They were eager to renew their covenant with
the Lord their God. They wanted to be able to offer sacrifices once again
and to have the priests and Levites serve before the Lord. The laying of
the foundation was an exciting time for many of them. It meant that things
were getting back to normal. They shouted with a great shout on this
momentous occasion.
But not everyone shouted. There were some older men among
that group who remembered what the old temple looked like. They
remembered the size and grandeur of Solomon’s temple. Upon seeing the
foundation of this second temple, it became obvious that it would not be
as big or as grand. Instead of shouting for joy they wept for sorrow. Things
were not going to be the same. Their grief mixed with the gladness so that
no one could tell which was which.
It has been only ten weeks since we last gathered together for
worship. I know it seems like a long time, but compared to fifty years, it’s
not really all that long. Still, we are eagerly looking forward to that day
when we can gather together as a family once again. I know I can’t wait
for that day. Right now we have a team of leaders who are working on a
plan for when we can reopen and resume public worship services. As new
guidelines come out and more opportunities become available, we will let
you know how we will be responding.
Like the laying of the foundation of the second temple in
Jerusalem, I envision that there will be a mixture of joy and sorrow when
we reopen. There will be joy over the new beginning and sorrow over what
was lost. Things will be different, at least for a while. Some things may
need to change permanently. Other things will go back to the way they
were. It’s hard to say what it will be like in September from the vantage
point of late May.
Here’s one thing I do know. The same God, whose glory filled the
first temple, was present with his people in the second temple, just as he
promised. The building was smaller, but not the God. He is the Lord who
cannot be contained even by the highest heaven. By his grace he would
be present with his people to forgive their sins, bless them with his gifts
and fulfill his promises. And the greatest promise was the promise of a
savior – a once and for all sacrifice for their sins through whom the whole
world would be blessed. The Lord of heaven and earth came and dwelt
among his people in a temple of flesh and blood.
( Continued on page 6 )

The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas
are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine
behind the curtain.” (NRSV).
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Tips on Reading the Bible
1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait.
2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel

free to use any time that works consistently for you.

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God

before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words
you read!

Contacting
Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf
When contacting:

PASTOR RYDEN:

Church: 815-741-2428
Cell Phone: 815-351-2922
E-Mail: pastorryden@shorewoodhopelutheran.org

KARI RIEUF-Youth Minister:
Church: 815-741-2428
Cell Phone: 815-355-HOPE (4673)
E-Mail: hopeyouth@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
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Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria
All of the service men and women, especially:
Zachary Klima - US Air Force - stationed in San Antonio, TX
Corporal Abigail Kassab (Klima) - Parris Island Marine Band
Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck) at Fort Stewart, GA
Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - USAF stationed at Columbus
Air Force Base in Mississippi
Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- Marine serving in
Afghanistan
Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller) - US Navy on-the-job training at
the Naval Medical Center in Portsmouth, VA
Reiss DeSandre (nephew of Sally DeSandre & Kathy Wright) US Army
Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine, soon to be deployed overseas.
Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - stationed in Port Hueneme, CA
Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine - Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan
All Shut-Ins, especially:
Dr. Bob Dahms - at Sunrise
Barb Biller - at home
Emma Bill - at Alden
Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place
Linda Stone - at home
Dolores Kucera - at home

Heavenly Father,
giver of life and
health: Comfort and
relieve your sick
servant, and give your
power of healing to
those who minister to
his needs, that he
may be strengthened
in his weakness and
have confidence in
your loving care;
through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Leona Schmidt - at home
Ruth Roch - at Westchester
Adelaide Holm - at Senior Star
Mary Jean White-at home
Shirley Patchett - Solstice

Gloria P. (Barb Miller’s friend) cancer treatments (5/3/20)
Jack Fuller (Steve Fuller’s dad) in a nursing home dealing with several medical issues,
especially progressive lung disease. (5/14/20)
Pastor John Neugebauer - at Sunny Hill diagnosed with COVID-19 mild/moderate
symptoms - not on a ventilator at this time (5/14/20)
Merle Williams - large cancerous growth on kidney. Will need surgery to remove both
growth and kidney soon. (5/14/20)
Kenneth Keehn (friend of Merle Williams) stage 4 pancreatic cancer - doctors have given
prognosis of about 6 mo. (5/14/20)
Stephanie Fuller - still being evaluated for neurological issues (5/14/19)
Toni Coble (Client of Annamariaa Atkinson) stage 4 pancreatic & liver cancer (5/14/20)
Joe (Stephanie Fjeldheim’s uncle) bladder cancer - chemo treatments (5/14/20)
Becky Jasinski (Mike & Kari Rieuf’s sister-in-law) - leiomyosarcoma - treatment for recurring
tumors (5/14/20)
Shari Valdes (friend of Rieuf’s) at home recovering from colon surgery (5/14/20)
Nicole Thompson & family - front line medical personnel (5/14/20)
Jim Shimek (George Shimek’s brother) cancer (5/14/20)
Aaron Smith & family (Jon & Wendy Forsberg’s friend) diagnosed with ALS (5/14/20)
Jean Baldwin (William Atkinson’s sister) liver cancer (5/14/20)
Italy Wallace (Annamariaa Atkinson’s daughter) unspoken prayer request (5/14/20)
Mary Jean White - in the hospital (5/15/20)
Ramey family - (5/15/20)
Kim Ryden - having a procedure on 6/8 (5/26/20)
John Herrington - having Lung surgery on 6/10 (5/26/20)
Elizabeth House - a new maternity house to be established in the Joliet area.
We pray for the sick, those in fear, those who have lost loved ones, those who are working hard
to combat this virus and our leaders who have to make difficult decisions. Let us continue to
live in faith trusting in God’s love and mercy, serving family and neighbor, showing Christ’s
compassion to all and giving witness to the power and promise of God at times like this.
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June Birthday Wishes to. . .
Amber Vanacora

6/1

Jeffrey Rozanski

6/11

Chris Klima

6/20

John Herrington

6/2

Tyler Aegerter

6/13

Jordan Hargreave

6/21

Payton Bourgeois

6/3

Patti Ferguson

6/14

Lee Maloney

6/21

Joshua Klima

6/3

Mason Pilon

6/14

Merrilee Talkington

6/24

Michael Fuller

6/3

Drew Ashack

6/15

Peter Mikuta

6/3

Sherry Park

6/15

Cody Newland

6/25

Paige Visnevac

6/6

Sharon Schulz

6/16

Vincent Skedel

6/27

Brian Johnson

6/7

Micah Klima

6/16

William Atkinson

6/29

Daniel Remus

6/8

Robert Kiefer

6/17

Michael McDormett

6/29

Michael Niess

6/10

Steven Bukauskas

6/17

Tom Gura

6/30

Eric Johnson

6/10

Amy DePratt

6/20

Chris Johnson

6/30

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you
have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen

Please continue to donate
to the LWML Mite Boxes.
Tony and Becy Rohr

6/1

Rodney and Carol Yeager

6/4

All donations during this time

Ed and Beth Sterling

6/7

can be mailed to Diane Kettelson

Tom and Darlene Gura

6/8

at: 5203 Brighton Lane

Duane and Julie Johnson

6/10

Paul and Julie Powers

6/13

Josh and Karina Klima

6/21

(815) 577-3153

Patrick and Amy Carroll

6/26

Harold and Mary Kay Dolgner

6/30

Diane will then

Warren and Pamela Seil

6/30

Ray and Lisa Hemphill

6/30

May God continue to bless these Marriages
Page 4

Plainfield , IL 60586.

mail the donations
to the Northern
Illinois District.
(Checks are easiest)
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Dear fellow members of Hope,
The topic for this month is supposed to be the 6th Commandment—the one that always makes our
Youth Discipleship students blush. However, I am going to “interrupt” my plan as so many of our plans have
been interrupted by COVID-19. I would like to recognize all of our youth who have achieved success in their
scholastic endeavors and who are unable at this time to celebrate as most of us have with a graduation
ceremony. Please join me in celebrating the young people in our church family. . .
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING COLLEGE GRADUATES:
Noah Adolphson
Brian Johnson
Alexis Petrilla-Dec. graduate
Paige Wissel-Dec. graduate
(Also, Jackson Dickman & Elaine Erdey—moved away, yet remain in my heart and thoughts)
CONGRATULATION TO THE FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES:
Robert Bennett

Ashley Lang

Jackson Carroll

Sammy Norman

Taylor Cook

Meg Petrilla

Joshua Gautschy

Lauryn Pulido

Becky Hudgens

Taryn Sandei

Hannah Konieczny

Alyssa Vilcek

CONGRATULATION TO THE FOLLOWING JUNIOR HIGH/MIDDLE SCHOOL GRADUATES:
Jarrett Cook

Ali Konieczny

Mikey Fisher

Brooke Plowman

Lillian Jungles

Nick Ramey

Joel Klima

Wyatt Schmitt

Noelle Klima

Dean Skedel

Kyle Koerner
May they always know how much Jesus loves them (and we do, too). May they always feel His presence in
their lives as they seek to accomplish His will.
MAKING DISCIPLES is an EVERYDAY ADVENTURE with JESUS!
Prayers that all of us remain safe and healthy! � Kari
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( Continued from Cover )

In Jesus Christ, all the fullness of the deity dwelt in bodily form. He sacrificed himself for
the sins of the world and reconciled all people to the Father through faith. This same Jesus
continues to be with his people through his Word and the Sacraments. He continues to forgive
and bless and fulfill promises. He was present with us before the pandemic hit. He has been with
us through the pandemic. And he will continue to be with always even to the end of the age.
I don’t know what the future holds or how things will be different going forward, but I do
know that the same Lord who was with us up to this point will be with us as we move forward.
There may be sorrow over the fact that things are going to be different, but we have ever greater
reason for joy. The foundations are being laid for the future ministry at Hope Lutheran Church.
God is with us. Praise the Lord.
Your servant in Christ,
Pastor Ryden

Help Stimulate the Mission
Many of us have now received the stimulus checks that Congress
recently authorized. This will be a blessing to many who are struggling
financially during this shut down of the economy. For others who are still able
to work and receive a regular paycheck, this will be money above and beyond
what they would otherwise have. If that’s you, I invite you to join me in an effort
to “stimulate the mission.” Please consider tithing a portion of your stimulus
check to support the mission work of Hope Lutheran Church. Here’s how we
will prioritize any “stimulus” money that we receive.

• We will supplement regular offerings to stay current with our payroll and
other necessary expenses, if needed.
• We will help out members of Hope that are in financial need.

• We will support missions and ministries that we have supported in the past
that are in need. (For example, Blessing Bench, Feed My Starving Children,
Walcamp, Missionaries.)
• We will use any additional funds to help with needs in our community.
Please write “Stimulate the Mission” in the memo line of your check
to designate funds for this effort. If you are a member who is experiencing
financial difficulty, please call Pastor Ryden for financial assistance.
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Online Giving Has Arrived!
We've signed up for GivePlus, an online giving option which is now
available on the website as well as through a smartphone app.

We have been researching this since January & now it all is coming
together when we need it most (God is definitely in Control!).

The online link is at the top of our website:
Shorewoodhope.org
And can also be reached by clicking here:

WebPay Link:

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgibin/Vanco_ver3.vps?
appver3=wWsk24ZWJSTZKsGd1RMKlg0BDvsS
G3VIWQCPJNNxD8upkiY7JlDavDsozUE7KG0
nFx2NSo8LdUKGuGuF396vbe_C7eftRzR4Bg
AVvA8GRTsiYnTg5dP4O6rpX5QvPEWlBhHDN
59kLZFffwKfYERpQq3N-fuxaApqnyrNFxB91o=&ver=3

Once you’ve logged into the giving, online or the smartphone app
you will have options to give once or reoccurring.
Remember, you can still give by mailing your offerings in to the
church too.

Thank you for continuing to support the church!!
Prayer Shawls
Do you need a prayer shawl for someone who is
homebound, recovering from illness/surgery or
experiencing a major event (wedding, birth,
loss of loved one, promotion, etc)?
If so please contact Cathy Wernli
by phone: 815-725-9644, or
email: cathywernli@yahoo.com,
“K. & C. Wernli”.
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WE HAVE A NEW WEBSITE!
Check out Hope Lutheran Church's new website:
Shorewoodhope.org!
We may not be able to do many of the things we are used to
doing, but this time gives us a chance to do some new things, and
finally do those things we have been putting off until we get around
to it. Well, the same thing is true at Hope Lutheran. We have been
hoping to move to a new website for a long time. The old one was
difficult to work with and keep up to date. We hope the new website
will allow us to keep you updated with all the latest information and
resources.
Some things will be the same. You can still access information on
upcoming events, download newsletters and watch sermons. There
will also be things that are new; like Worship at Home and Online
Giving. Soon you will have access to an online calendar and update
your membership information in our members only section. Take
some time to tour our new website and come back often to see
what's new.

New Board Openings
Your Church Board has openings this year for Directors
of the following Administrative Boards:
Assistant Executive Director - OPEN
Treasurer - OPEN
Properties - OPEN
Lay Ministry - Nomination Accepted (Frank Bianchetta)
Evangelism - Nomination Accepted (Nikki Skedel)
If you’re interested in volunteering for one of the positions
or would like more information,
please contact Steve Fuller or Pastor Ryden.
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Pennies from Heaven
During these trying times, I’m sure many of you are wondering how our
church is doing financially. Much like when the Troy School District
surprised us with their sizeable donation to our parking lot rebuild, I’m
happy to announce that thanks to the efforts of Karen Rousculp, Pastor
Ryden, and Stephanie, we have applied, been approved for, and received
a Payroll Protection Program loan from the federal government. This will
cover our staff’s payroll and benefits costs for 8 weeks. Even more exciting
is that provided we use the PPP money for just payroll, benefits, and a
couple of other eligible expenses (and we absolutely will), the loan will be
forgiven and basically becomes a grant. In the meantime, we still have a
number of other bills like mortgage, insurance, utilities, etc., that have to
be paid on a regular basis. Thanks to the generous ongoing support of our
members, we have been able to meet our obligations ever since the church
went on lockdown. I would simply encourage all of you to continue to
faithfully make your offerings by dropping them off, mailing them to the
church office, or by using the new on-line payment tool found on our new
web site. The Lord continues to bless Hope Lutheran Church beyond our
expectations and for that we all can be truly thankful. Please keep the
church, its staff, members, and families in your prayers.
God’s blessings to you all,
Steve Fuller
Executive Director

Our trip to “Mystery Island VBS” is postponed until 2021!
Kari is working on alternate plans that may involve a
variety of methods ranging from small groups onsite
to items to be delivered or picked up at Hope.
*Please let her know if you would like to be part of this
as we continue to do our best to serve our members
and those in our communities.
(This may involve making videos, shopping,
preparing crafts, etc.)
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Here are FOUR ways to listen to Pastor Ryden’s Sermons:
1. On our website: shorewoodhope.org
Go to Resources Tab
2.On Facebook:
Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church
3. On YouTube:
Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church
4. Over the Phone:
Call Hope Lutheran Church’s
Sermon Phone Number
(815) 317-3640
Share with Family and Friends!
A (mostly) true story:
Velma was 82 years old when her husband died.
She sold her house and moved into an assisted living
facility. She had been a faithful wife for nearly sixty
years, raised 5 God-fearing children, served as
president of her LWML, taught Sunday School her entire adult life, and
accompanied the church choir almost as long. She decided she had done
enough and would now wait for the Lord to call her home.
Shortly after she moved, one of her table-mates brought a stack of greeting
cards to the lunch table and was struggling with her arthritic fingers as she
tried to address those cards. So began Velma’s car writing mission. Not long
after that, the elderly gentleman who usually accompanied the worship songs
at their weekly communion services passed away, and Velma found herself
taking his place. Then within a year she began leading a Bible study with her
elderly neighbors which she continued to do for 7 years until her Lord told her
face to face, “Well don, thou good and faithful servant!”
The moral of the story: God’s not done with you until He calls you Home.
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An opportunity has come up for Pastor Ryden to participate in a 13-day trip to Israel
and Jordan in April of 2021. He will get a chance to experience the Holy Land in an
up-close-and-personal-way and to bring his experiences back to Hope in the form of bible
studies, sermons, teachings and stories.
The trip will take place between April 28 – May 11th, 2021. Areas that will be visited
include Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, Mt of Olives, the
Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and many other locations. The full
cost of the trip, which includes air fare, hotel, most food, taxes, gratuity, visas and trip
insurance is $6,000. That equates to approximately $425 per
day. Additional information is included in the brochure on the
bulletin board in the Narthex.
Won’t you prayerfully consider helping to fund the cost of the
trip? Full payment is required by December 31, 2020.
Your participation is greatly appreciated!

Organ Campaign Update
So far we have received pledges and donations totaling approximately
$26,000 or 30% of our goal. Our sincere thanks to everyone that has
participated so far. If you have not had the opportunity to make a pledge,
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Payments can still be mailed
in.
Once we reach our goal of $80,000, an order for a new instrument will be
placed with delivery approximately three months later.

I think you’ll agree that music plays an important role in our church; not
only for worship services, but for weddings, funerals, and other special
occasions or events. Having a modern, reliable organ will enable us to
continue to provide quality accompaniment to all the
members and visitors of Hope Lutheran Church.
Blessings always,
Steve Fuller
Executive Director
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Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church
305 East Black Road
Shorewood, IL 60404
Phone: 815-741-2428
Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org
Website: www.shorewoodhope.org

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK:
Shorewood Hope
Lutheran Church

Have you moved?
New phone number?
Let us know.
office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org

Ladies of Hope—
Cherie Sieger has been the President of Circle of
Friendship (our LWML group) for the past three
years and will be retiring from her position effective this
month. Please let Cherie know how thankful you have been
for her service!
Going forward, Judy Wierman will be stepping in to
Cherie’s role and would like to invite anyone interested in
serving on the Circle of Friendship Board to contact her. She
would also like to hear your thoughts on activities/fellowship,
service opportunities and opportunities for learning. When
we are able, we will kick off the year with lunch to talk
about your thoughts and ideas.
Judy can be reached at 815-922-2482.

