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The cross symbolizes the hope Christians have in Christ and the firm faith which keeps Christians steady in the storms of life. These ideas 

are based on Hebrews 6:19 which reads: “We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine 

behind the curtain.” (NRSV). 

God is still with us! 
 

“And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Matthew 28:20 

 

 At a time when the phrase “social distancing” has become more 

common than toilet paper, literally, my thoughts have been drawn to the 

many portions of Scripture in which God promises to be with his people. 

At the top of that list of verses is Matthew 28:20. In these last words of 

Jesus recorded in the Gospel of Matthew we have that sure promise given 

once again.  

For Matthew, this is the culmination and continuance of a             

promise made many years ago by the prophet Isaiah. It was he who first         

prophesied that the messiah would be called “Immanuel” (God with us!). 

At the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel, we are introduced to the Messiah, 

Jesus. With his birth comes the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophesy. Now at 

the end of his Gospel we hear those words of assurance that our Lord’s 

presence does not depart after his resurrection and ascension. He will   

be with us always, even to the end of the age.  

If you’re craving personal connections, you’re not alone. Many of 

us are feeling that same way. Thankfully we have phones and other 

means to stay connected with one another. I encourage you to find ways 

to stay connected with your family, friends and fellow church members. 

Remember, though, your Lord and Savior is never socially distant 

from you. He is with you, for you, truly present in your life. Listen as he 

speaks to you in his word. Speak back to him in prayer.  

Here is a list of other verses from Scripture that reflect God’s 

promise to be with his people always. May these promises encourage you 

and give you peace.  

 

Exodus 3:12 

Joshua 1:5,9 

Psalm 46:7 

Isaiah 7:14 

Matthew 1:23 

Matthew 28:20 

Romans 31-39 

Hebrews 13:5-6 

Revelation 21:3-4 

 

Your servant in Christ, 

Pastor Bill Ryden 
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Contacting  

Pastor Ryden or Kari Rieuf 

When contacting: 
PASTOR RYDEN: 

Church: 815-741-2428 
Cell Phone:  815-351-2922 

E-Mail:  pastorryden@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 
KARI RIEUF-Youth Minister: 

Church:  815-741-2428     
Cell Phone:  815-355-HOPE (4673)      

E-Mail:  hopeyouth@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Scripture 
Reading 
April 2020 

Tips on Reading the Bible 

1. Start today - There is no better time, and there's no reason to wait. 

2. Set aside a specific time each day. Set your schedule, and then stick to it. Mornings are great, but feel 
free to use any time that works consistently for you. 

3. Read for the sake of learning, not simply to accomplish your next reading. Say a short prayer to God    
before you begin, asking for Him to give you wisdom and understanding, then be refreshed by the words 
you read! 

1 Samuel 21-24 

2 Samuel 25-28 

3 Samuel 29-31 

4 2 Samuel 1-4 

5 2 Samuel 5-8 

6 2 Samuel 9-12 

7 2 Samuel 13-15 

8 2 Samuel 16-18 

9 2 Samuel 19-21 

10 2 Samuel 22-24 

11 Psalms 1-3 

12 Psalms 4-6 

13 Psalms 7-9 

14 Psalms 10-12 

15 Psalms 13-15 

16 Psalms 16-18 

17 Psalms 19-21 

18 Psalms 22-24 

19 Psalms 25-27 

20 Psalms 28-30 

21 Psalms 31-33 

22 Psalms 34-36 

23 Psalms 37-39 

24 Psalms 40-42 

25 Psalms 43-45 

26 Psalms 46-48 

27 Psalms 49-51 

28 Psalms 52-54 

29 Psalms 55-57 

30 Psalms 58-60 



 

In Our Prayers  

H e a v e n l y  F a t h e r ,    

g i v e r  o f  l i f e  a n d 

health: Comfort and 

r e l i e v e  y o u r  s i c k    

servant, and give your 

power of healing to 

those who minister to 

his needs, that he 

may be strengthened 

in his weakness and 

have confidence in 

y o u r  l o v i n g  c a r e ; 

through  Jesus Christ 

our Lord.  Amen. 
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Pastor & Mrs. Tessaro - LBT missionaries in Nigeria 
 

All of the service men and women, especially: 
 Zachary Klima  - US Air Force - stationed in San Antonio, TX 
 Corporal Abigail Kassab (Klima) - Parris Island Marine Band 
 Jason Wilck (grandson of Hannelore Wilck) at Fort Stewart, GA  
       Scott Meskimen (cousin of Tom & Melanie Mikuta) - USAF stationed at Columbus  
  Air Force Base in Mississippi 
 Lt. William Shanahan (son of Mike & Kim Shanahan)- Marine serving in Afghanistan 
 Sam Berg (nephew of Steve & Stephanie Fuller) - US Navy on-the-job training at  
  the Naval Medical Center in Portsmouth, VA 
 Reiss DeSandre (nephew of Sally DeSandre & Kathy Wright) US Army  
 Lance Corporal Trevor Zukauskas - US Marine, soon to be deployed overseas. 
 Petty Officer Joey Sheppard - stationed in Port Hueneme, CA 
 Jeremy Visnevac - US Marine - Camp Kinser, Okinawa, Japan 
  

All Shut-Ins, especially: 
 Dr. Bob Dahms - at Sunrise  Leona Schmidt - at home  
 Barb Biller - at home    Ruth Roch - at Westchester             
 Emma Bill - at Alden                Adelaide Holm - at Senior Star             
 Shirley Jacksa - at Rock Run Place Mary Jean White-at home 
 Linda Stone - at home   Shirley Patchett - Solstice 
 Dolores Kucera - at home 
            

Jim Shimek (George Shimek’s brother) cancer (3/6/20) 
Aaron Smith & family (Jon & Wendy Forsberg’s friend) diagnosed with ALS (3/6/20) 
Pastor John Neugebauer - at Sunny Hill (3/6/20) 
Riley Bryll - reconstructive knee surgery (ACL) on 3/17 (3/13/20) 
Jacqueline Rangel (Melanie Mikuta’s cousin’s daughter) 15yrs old recovering from gall 
 bladder surgery (3/13/20) 
Barb Biller - recovering from surgery (3/13/20) 
Jack Fuller (Steve Fuller’s dad) in a nursing home dealing with several medical issues, 
 especially progressive lung disease. (3/13/20) 
Jean Baldwin (William Atkinson’s sister) liver cancer (3/13/20) 
Italy Wallace (Annamariaa Atkinson’s daughter) unspoken prayer request  (3/27/20) 
Stephanie Fuller - still being evaluated for neurological issues (3/27/19) 
Toni Coble (Client of Annamariaa Atkinson) stage 4 pancreatic & liver cancer (3/27/20) 
Joe (Stephanie Fjeldheim’s uncle) bladder cancer - chemo treatments (3/27/20) 
Becky Jasinski (Mike & Kari Rieuf’s sister-in-law) - leiomyosarcoma - treatment for recurring 
 tumors (3/27/20) 
Shari Valdes (friend of Rieuf’s) at home recovering from colon surgery (3/27/20) 
Kristin & Curt (Joanne Ramey’s sister & brother-in-law) (3/27/20) 
Nicole Thompson & family - front line medical personnel (3/27/20) 
Rosanne (Joanne Ramey’s friend) stage 4 pancreatic cancer in hospital w/ complications 
 (3/27/20) 
Dr. Pacaccio & Dr. Polcyn (Joanne Ramey’s doctor’s) still seeing patients. (4/1/20) 
Elizabeth House - a new maternity house to be established in the Joliet area. 
 

We extend our Christian sympathies to Cliff and Amy DePratt and family on the death of 
 Cliff’s grandfather Don DePratt. 
We extend our Christian sympathies to Dwight and Cherie Sieger on the death of Dwight’s 
 uncle Ken. 
We extend  our Christian sympathies to Rose Bergman on the death of her brother. 
 

We rejoice with Niall and Sarah O’Malley on the birth of their new baby girl Penelope Rose. 
 

We pray for the sick, those in fear, those who have lost loved ones, those who are working 
hard to combat this virus and our leaders who have to make difficult decisions. Let us  
continue to live in faith trusting in God’s love and mercy, serving family and neighbor, 
showing Christ’s compassion to all and giving witness to the power and promise of God at 
times like this.  



 

April Birthday Wishes to. . .  

May God continue to bless these Marriages 

Birthday Prayer - Father in heaven we come to you today thanking you for (insert name). We are glad that you 
have brought us together and allowed us to know (insert name). On this day we ask for your special blessing and a day 
filled with hope, joy and optimism. We pray that this coming year might be one that will bring personal success and 
fulfillment and accomplishment for (insert name). Father we know that you delight in blessing your children and so we 
ask for this. May we all be grateful for your goodness. This we ask in the name of our loving Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 
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Chase Hansen 4/1 

Kelly Stytz 4/2 

Nicole Thompson 4/2 

Becky Rohr 4/4 

Kaitlyn Thompson 4/4 

Alissa Tadey 4/5 

Laura Klima 4/7 

Megan Rozanski 4/8 

Kyle Ruchala 4/8 

Warren Seil 4/9 

Karen O'Connell 4/10 

Janice Vanacora 4/10 

Joe Sheppard 4/11 

Kyle Sheppard 4/11 

Glen Utes 4/14 

Richard Ramey 4/16 

George Kristofer 4/17 

Julie Powers 4/17 

Matthew Ferdon 4/18 

Evie Savage 4/18 

Darlene Gura 4/19 

Cody Wason 4/19 

Carolyn Powers 4/20 

Beth Hauser 4/20 

Barbara Miller 4/21 

Jason Holmes 4/21 

Jean Hildebrant 4/22 

Kevin O'Connell 4/22 

Melanie Mikuta 4/24 

Nicole Skedel 4/24 

Beth Sterling 4/24 

Jordan Minniti 4/25 

Luke Johnson 4/26 

Jessica Mikuta 4/26 

Ronald Schehr 4/26 

Kayla Thompson 4/27 

Karen Rousculp 4/28 

Joseph Krejci 4/30 

Robert and Angela Poland 4/3 

Scott & Wendi Gleim 4/29 



 

Dear fellow members of Hope, 
  

 The creation of this letter was supposed to be fairly easy as I was “writing through The 
Ten Commandments.”  However, the present situation (COVID-19 and social distancing) has 
created a distraction.  What to focus on?  GOD IS GOOD. . .ALL THE TIME, and ALL THE TIME. 
. .GOD IS GOOD!  Two points of last month’s letter segue right into this month.  Phew! 

 The topic of this month was supposed to be the Fourth Commandment: Honor your father 
and your mother.  During these times of e-learning, this may be of most importance.  As     
parents, we have been “forced” to become our child’s primary educator in public/private       
education as well as in Christian education.  Most are probably aware of how the schools are 
handling the present situation.  Pastor, myself, and the Sunday School/Youth Discipleship 
Teachers have also passed the “teaching” along so that it may be done in the homes. 

 In last month’s letter I wrote that “Our mission as Christians is to MAKE DISCIPLES.”  
Here we are. . .killin’ it, or at least doing our best within our own homes.  Youth Discipleship 
work has been shared with the appropriate families; First Communion instruction has been sent 
home as well; and emails/packets are prepared for Sunday School families. 

 The meaning of the fourth commandment is that “We should fear and love God so that 
we do not despise or anger our parents and other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey 
them, love and cherish them.”  We could all use this reminder at this time: our children might 
need it for obvious reasons (as they begin to tire of at-home learning), and as adults we need 
it as we adhere to the “Stay in Place” guidelines set for us by our governing authorities.           
So many are still on the frontlines of this “war,” and we owe them our respect, love, and    
gratitude.   

 Placing a “Church is Closed” sign on our front door was one of the most peculiar and   
disheartening tasks that I have ever had to do.  The last point from last month’s letter is that 
“We would LOVE TO WORSHIP with our ENTIRE church family!”  That happened to be the last 
line of my letter and it stands today—especially now.  I am looking forward to the day that we 
can worship in the sanctuary TOGETHER!  To be continued. . . 

 

MAKING DISCIPLES is an EVERYDAY ADVENTURE with JESUS! 

Prayers that all of us remain safe and healthy!  

Kari 
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Prayer Shawls 
 

Do you need a prayer shawl for someone who is     
homebound, recovering from illness/surgery or             
experiencing a major event (wedding, birth, loss of 
loved one, promotion, etc)?  

If so please contact Cathy Wernli  
by phone: 815-725-9644,   
email: cathywernli@yahoo.com,  
or leave full information in her 

 mailbox in the narthex               
 “K. & C. Wernli”. 

New Board Openings 
 

Your Church Board has openings this year for Directors 
of  the following Administrative Boards:   
 

Assistant Executive Director 
Treasurer  
Properties 

Lay Ministry 
Evangelism 

 

Elections will take place in late May or early June, with 
training and transition to follow.  If  you’re interested in 
volunteering for one of  the positions or would like more 
information, please contact Steve Fuller or Pastor Ryden. 
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Online Giving  
Has Arrived! 

We've signed up for GivePlus an online giving option which 
hopefully will be available to use by this weekend (April 
4/5).  This will be available on the website as well as 

through a smartphone app. As soon as everything is set up. 
we will be sending instructions so you can check it 

out!!!  We have been researching this since January and 
now it all is coming together when we need it most (God is 
definitely in Control!). Be sure to keep up on your worship 
through Pastor's Facebook/Youtube sermons, your personal  
Bible studies, and prayer.  We look forward to Praise &     

Rejoicing when we all meet together again. 

Here are three ways to listen to Pastor Ryden’s Sermons: 
 

1. On YouTube: 
    Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church 
 

2.On FaceBook: 
   Shorewood Hope Lutheran Church 
 

3.On our website: 
   shorewoodhope.org 
   Go to Sermons Tab 

Share with Family and Friends! 
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Interested in Serving at Hope? 
 

Lay Ministry 

Altar Duty 

Greeters 

Stewardship 

Easy Worship 

Recording Sermons 
 

Contact the Stewardship Team at:  
stewardsofhope365@gmail.com or call Laura at 815-474-8252.  

We can help put you in touch with the board  
that best suits your time and talents! 

 
Have you seen this one: “As amazing as it seems. 

My life is based on a true story.” How sweet! 

But it got me to thinking. Yes, my life is based on    

a true story - and so is yours. It’s the story of  

salvation: God’s love for us; the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus; the Holy Spirit bringing us to faith. We are justified   

by faith through grace so that we can live as God’ s children, serving Him. 

Following His will, sharing His story with everyone. How blessed we are!  

Amazing! 

Do you know or remember that old Gospel song, “ I  love to tell the story” ? 

The third verse includes these words: 

  “I love to tell the story, 

  For some have never heard 

  The message of salvation 

  From God’s own holy Word.” 

Put that together with Jesus’ words in Matthew 28: “Go and make disciples of 

all nations.” We have the ultimate story and clear instructions regarding 

God’s will. Amazing story! Amazing God! Amazing grace! 
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Organ Campaign Update 
 

So far we have received pledges and donations totaling approximately 
$26,000 or 30% of our goal.  Our sincere thanks to everyone that has   
participated so far.  If you have not had the opportunity to make a pledge, 
we ask that you prayerfully consider doing so. Payments can still be mailed 
in. 

 

Once we reach our goal of $80,000, an order for a new instrument will be 
placed with delivery approximately three months later. 

 

I think you’ll agree that music plays an important role in our church; not     
only for worship services, but for weddings, funerals, and other special   
occasions or events.  Having a modern, reliable organ will enable us to  
continue to provide quality accompaniment to all the 
members and visitors of Hope Lutheran Church. 

 

Blessings always, 
Steve Fuller 
Executive Director 

An opportunity has come up for Pastor Ryden to participate in a 13-day trip    

to Israel and Jordan in April of 2021.  He will get a chance to experience the 

Holy Land in an up-close-and-personal-way and to bring his experiences back  

to Hope in the form of bible studies, sermons, teachings and stories.   

The trip will take place between April 28 – May 11th, 2021.  Areas that will 

be visited include Galilee, Bethlehem, Bethany, the Jordan River, the Dead Sea, 

Mt of Olives, the Garden of Gethsemane, the Upper Room, Mt Nebo and many 

other locations. The full cost of the trip, which includes air fare, hotel, most 

food, taxes, gratuity, visas and trip insurance is $6,000.  That equates to       

approximately $425 per day.  Additional information is included in the brochure 

on the bulletin board in the Narthex.   

Won’t you prayerfully consider helping to fund the cost 

of the trip?  Full payment is required by December 31, 

2020. Your participation is greatly appreciated! 

For more information, please see Steve Fuller or          

Judy Wierman. 



 

Hope Evangelical Lutheran Church 

305 East Black Road 

Shorewood, IL  60404 

Phone: 815-741-2428 

Email: office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

Website: www.shorewoodhope.org 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK: 

Shorewood Hope  

Lutheran Church 

 

Have you moved?  

New phone number? 

Let us know. 

office@shorewoodhopelutheran.org 

 Thrivent Choice Dollars  
 

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans will give millions to churches across 

the country through Thrivent Choice. So please Direct Choice Dollars 

today 

Thrivent Choice allows eligible members of  Thrivent Financial to       
recommend where some of  Thrivent Financials' charitable dollars are 
distributed.  
 

To make your direction, simply: 
• Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice, or  
• Call 800-THRIVENT (800-847-4836) and say, “Thrivent Choice.” 

Postponed  - (Date TBD) 
 

 40th Anniversary Open House 

 30 Hour Famine 

 FMSC Service Day 

Cancelled 
 

 Shrine of Christ Passion Trip 

 Easter Breakfast 

 Hope Spring Blossom Bazaar 

March / April Events  


