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From the editor 

When January rolls around, our thoughts turn to life issues like abortion and the 

historic 1973 Roe v. Wade case. We sign up for the March for Life. We ponder the 

past 44 years and the millions of children whose lives ended while yet preborn. We 

mourn, but we speak up. We pray, and we trust that the Lord turns hearts and 

minds to what is good and true in His perfect timing and according to His will. 

But we also think of other issues pertaining to life. Confronted by increasingly fuzzy 

scientific and medical practices, we consider ethical end-of-life decisions. We talk 

adoption—both the joys and the challenges. We break the silence on miscarriage, 

pointing women to their identity in Christ in the midst of loss. 

We recall what our forefathers had to teach us about children and contraception, 

about the gifts God gives in and by His littlest ones. We remember our bodies and 

souls—together—have value and worth and that they are not ours alone. We learn 

about the reprehensible practice of eugenics—not just in Nazi Germany—but in 

America today. We reach out to those considering ending their own lives with 

God’s love and compassion. And ultimately, we rejoice that Christ values us, re-

gardless of our physical or mental capacity. 

This month, we’re looking at life issues—from the moment of conception to the in-

stant of natural death. We repent. We pray. We learn. And we endeavor to make a 

good confession that life—all life—is God’s gift, and it is all for our good. 
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The Kitchen Klub is not exclusive—-please feel free to join! 
2017 Flower Chart is on the bulletin board! 
2017 Envelopes are in the Narthex ready for pick up! 
2016 Statements are in the Narthex ready for pick up! 
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Some New Year’s Resolutions to Consider 
As we enter a new year, we often make resolutions. Usually this means that we identify an area of our life that we 
would like to change and we resolve to do things differently, starting on New Year’s Day. This could be a bad habit 
that we try and rid ourselves of. It could be that we want to have a better attitude or outlook on life. It could also be 
a good habit that we want to start. One of the most popular resolutions each year is to lose weight or work out more 
or something to that effect. 
If you’re looking for a New Year’s resolution and haven’t found one yet, I have a suggestion for you: look to the 
Third Commandment. 
 

Remember the Sabbath Day by keeping it holy. 
What does this mean? 
We should fear and love God so that we do despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred and gladly 
hear and learn it. 
 

The first and most obvious way to keep the Third Commandment is to go to church. For many of you I may be 
preaching to the choir, but for others maybe this isn’t part of your weekly habit. Perhaps it’s only part of your rou-
tine to go to church when you have nothing else on the schedule. Maybe when you find yourself out of town for va-
cation or on a business trip of one type or another you choose not to attend church even when though you could eas-
ily do it. Perhaps a New Year’s resolution for you could be simply to go to church more. 
Statistically speaking, less than half of the people that attend the Divine Service on Sunday morning are also found 
in Bible Class or Sunday School on Sunday morning. While there are any number of reasons for why this is the 
case, if we really start to think about those reasons, they aren’t very good ones. If you are someone who struggles 
with Sunday School attendance, or who doesn’t ever go to Sunday School, maybe your New Year’s resolution could 
be to start attending Sunday School or to start attending Sunday School more regularly. 
Those are two pretty simple ways (at least in theory) that we can resolve to better keep the Third Commandment, 
but gladly hearing and learning the Word of God extends beyond the walls of the church building. When Luther 
wrote the Small Catechism, he included a heading above each section that reads “As the head of the household 
should teach them to his household.” This means that while certainly much of what we learn of the Christian faith 
we learn at church, ultimately the responsibility for teaching the faith falls on the head of the household. I know 
from experience and observation that this isn’t happening as much as it should. When I ask people what their prac-
tice is regarding family and personal devotions, the response varies, but often the answer is that little to no teaching 
of the faith happens in the home. A good New Year’s resolution to consider is to start a practice of family devo-
tions. 
This can be a little bit harder than going to church and Sunday School. The two greatest challenges to starting a reg-
ular practice of family devotional time are time and format. We are busy people with schedules that don’t always 
align. First of all, that may be a sign that we’re too busy. Maybe we part of our resolution needs to be to take on less 
to do and clear our schedules a bit. Secondly, this means that we need to be intentional about this practice. We need 
to, as much as possible, set a time when the family will sit down and have devotions together and stick to it, not al-
lowing the rest of our busy lives to get in the way. 
Then there’s the problem of format. What does it look like to do family devotions? Maybe you already have a for-
mat but you’re just not using it, but for those of you looking for a structure for family devotions, I would suggest 
using the Around the Word devotions found at http://www.whatdoesthismean.org/devotions.html. These are free, 
printable devotions that give clear guidance for prayer and worship each day of the week. You can even sign up to 
have them emailed to you directly each week. I’ve actually been printing about ten of these each week and leaving 
them in the narthex. There are other resources out there that I’d be happy to help you find, too. Resolve to gather 
together as a family around the Word of God this year. 
The Word of God delivers to us the gifts of cross. On the cross, Jesus won for us the forgiveness of sins, life, and 
salvation. In the Word and Sacraments the Holy Spirit delivers these gifts to us. As we begin 2017, let us not sepa-
rate ourselves from these good things, but rather seek ways to gladly hear and learn from our Lord anew! 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Vandercook 

http://www.whatdoesthismean.org/devotions.html


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Bible hour, 8am 
Worship, 9am 

2 
Quilters, 10a 

3 
Bible Study, 
6:15p 
Confirmation 
class, 7:30pm 

4 5 
Bible Study, 
10:30a 
Mid-week teens, 
6:30pm 

6 7 

8 
Bible hour, 8am 
Worship, 9am 
Installation of 
BoD 

9 
Quilters, 10a 
BoD, 6:30p 

10 
Bible Study, 
6:15p 
Confirmation 
class, 7:30pm 

11 12 
Bible Study, 
10:30a 
Mid-week teens, 
6:30pm 

13 14 

15 
Bible hour, 8am 
Worship, 9am 

16 
Quilters, 10a 
LM, 6:30 , loca-
tion TBD 

17 
Bible Study, 
6:15p 
Confirmation 
class, 7:30pm 

18 
Choir, 7pm 

 

19 
Bible Study, 
10:30a 
Mid-week teens, 
6:30pm 

20 21 

22 
Bible hour, 8am 
Worship, 9am 

23 
Quilters, 10a 
2pt Parish, 6pm 

24 
Bible Study, 
6:15p 
Confirmation 
class, 7:30pm 

25 26 
Bible Study, 
10:30a 
Mid-week teens, 
6:30pm 

27 28 

29 
Bible hour, 8am 
Worship, 9am 

30 
Quilters, 10a 

31 
Bible Study, 
6:15p 
Confirmation 
class, 7:30pm 

    

January 2017 

1-3     Leroy & Esther Mahnken, (A)                                       1-9       BoD Meeting, 6:30pm 
1-4     Joe & Pat Wheat, (A)                                                     1-16     Martin Luther King, Jr.             
1-6      Evelyn Wilbern                                                             1-16     Lay Ministers meet, 6:30/Location TBD                                                                                      
1-7     John Nazzaro, (B)                                                                       
1-10    Mari Flemmons, (B)     
1-10    Matthew Nazzaro, (B) 
1-20    Sloane Smith, (B, 7) 
1-20    Dale Zimmerman, (B) 
1-21    Ron & Jerri Shertzer, (A) 
1-21    Rick Sutherland, B)  
1-23    Arlene Behmer, (B) 
1-23    Caleb Mahnken, (B) 
1-29    Wrigley Moreth, (B, 5) 
  
     

Special days in 



 If you have been paying attention to the news or social media lately, due to the historically brutal election, other 
sad worldly events, or the seemingly elevated number of high profile celebrity deaths throughout the year, 2016 seems 
to be getting a bad rap. However, for us here at Shepherd of Peace, 2016 once again brought about a healthy dose of 
God’s blessings. In fact, I hope that several years from now, we look back at 2016 as a turning point for our congrega-

tion and a springboard for our future success.    
 Our year began just as the previous year ended, deep in the throngs of a long vacancy and 
call process that included our brothers and sisters at Trinity. We were very blessed by the services 
of Pastor Henning as he provided pastoral care throughout our vacancy.  While it took longer than 
many of us would have liked, God continued to reveal His plan to us in His perfect timing.   
 

At the end of June, we voted to call Pastor David Vandercook and in July, much to our delight, he accepted the call to 
serve both SOP and Trinity as pastor!  In September, he, Laura, and the kids moved to Maumelle and Pastor was in-
stalled at both congregations.  Just in the short time they have been here, the entire Vandercook family has been a huge 
blessing to our congregation! 
 

 Outreach and local missions were major focus areas for our congregation this past year, so much so, that the 
Board of Directors decided to create an Outreach Leader position to coordinate efforts for that sole purpose.  Laura 
Quimby was appointed to the role and a team of individuals has locked arms to represent SOP as they make a differ-
ence in our community through service and sharing the good news of Christ to our neighbors.  Some examples of ways 
SOP has touched the community this year include:  Relay for Life Farm Team, farm themed VBS, back to school sup-

ply drive, handing out water and popsicles at the Maumelle 4th of July Parade, provided 
pregame meal for MHS football team, Bash on the Boulevard, Trunk or Treat, helped 
family in Conway whose home was flooded, Santa for Seniors/caroling/Christmas dinner 
at Audubon Pointe.  This is just a quick list as I am sure there are many more examples 
from groups as well as individuals within our congregation. 
  
Another focus this past year was fellowship and relationship building within our congre-

gation.  We had numerous potlucks and opportunities to enjoy each other’s company.  A few instances that stand out 
were our 25th Anniversary celebration in April, a picnic at Lake Willistein, Thrivent night at the Ballpark, Pastor Hen-
ning’s going away reception, and a stock the pantry shower for Laura Vandercook.  A Kitchen Klub was formed in Au-
gust for the purpose of organizing efforts around potlucks and special celebrations.  Their time and hard work has been 
greatly appreciated! 

 
Although we entered our 2 Point Parish Agreement with Trinity in 2015, we came a long way in bolstering our 

relationship with them this past year.  We accomplished this through administrative meetings, service projects, and fel-
lowship.  We joined forces with them in manual labor as we helped the Vandercooks tear the carpeting out of their new 

home and helped unload the moving truck.  We provided volunteers as they participated in 
the Historic Park Hill Community Yard Sale.  We also had a joint worship service with 
them at Burns Park in October and the two congregations teamed up for a choir cantata in 
December.  Most importantly, we have now successfully navigated our first holiday sea-
son while sharing a pastor.  
  

There have been numerous other active groups within our congregation this year.  There are too many to list 
them all, but a few include:  the youth participated in fundraising and service projects as they prepared for and attended 
the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans.  They also put on their annual Happy Birthday Jesus Celebration for 
community children and have maintained their weekly bible study.    

 
 

2016 



 
 
 
As with most years, we did experience the sadness of losing members to death as Dale Palmer and Car-

olyn Purnell both went home to be with Jesus this year.  While we miss them terribly, we rejoice in the promise 
that we will be reunited with them one day in the presence of our Savior.  Additionally, we had several members 
move or transfer throughout the year.  Most notably, we said “see you later” to long time members Ed and Beth 
Helmstetter as they moved to Wisconsin to be closer to family.  Luckily the open road goes both directions so 
hopefully we can look forward to a visit from them once in a while. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 As we close the book on 2016, it is important for us to look back at the good times and the challenges 
we faced.  It is through these experiences that we learn and improve for the future.  The SOP family bond is as 
strong as it has ever been and that is evident by the events of the past year.  The Board of Directors would like to 
take this opportunity to THANK YOU for everything you have done this past year to make it a successful one 
and to wish you a Happy New Year.  No one knows what the new year will bring, but as always we can be sure 
that God has a plan and it will be carried out through us! 
 
Blessings, 
Michael Flakoll  
(Executive Director)     

The Sunday School program has been consistently attended all year with Rally Day in September and a 
Christmas Program in December.  The choir has blessed us with joyful (and beautiful) noises throughout the year 
culminating with their Christmas Cantata.  We had a few regular adult bible studies that have provided spiritual 
growth over the year. 



North Texas Free Conference 
Luther and the Reformation 

Friday - Saturday... January 27-28, 2017 
Faith Lutheran Church-Plano, Texas 

The year 2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted Ninety-Five Theses.  
Instead of gaining the forgiveness of sins by the purchase of an indulgence paper, Luther argued that only the Gospel of Christ for-
gives sin. 
 
The Reformation was, first and foremost, all about the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  It was then, and the Reformation is still all about Je-
sus.  The task of the Reformation never ends.  Everyone needs to hear the good news of their Savior from sin, death and the devil. 
 
Come and hear more about Martin Luther and the Reformation. 
 
Since 2002 the Rev. Ken Schurb has served as Pastor of Zion Lutheran Church, Moberly, Missouri. A graduate of Concordia Teachers 
College, Seward (B.A., B.S.Ed.), Concordia Theological Seminary, Ft. Wayne (M.Div., S.T.M.), and The Ohio State University 
(M.A., Ph.D.), he has taught as an adjunct professor at Moberly Area Community College. Previously he served as Pastor of Peace 
Lutheran Church, Berne, Indiana and as a professor at Concordia College, Ann Arbor.  
 
In The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, he has been a member of the Board for Youth Ministry, the Commission on Theology and 
Church Relations, and the Committee for Convention Nominations. He currently sits on the Board of Governors of Concordia Histori-
cal Institute. During the 1990s he worked for seven years as an assistant in the office of synodical President A. L. Barry. While serv-
ing in Moberly, he was a Vice-President of the Missouri District for five and a half years. 
 
Pastor Schurb and his wife Lana met at church in Columbus, Ohio. They have two children and two grandchildren. 

Conference Schedule 

Friday, January 27 

 

 Saturday, January 28 

 

There will be a free will offering to offset conference expenses. 

http://faithplano.org/faith-lutheran-fc2017/451-freeconf2017reg 

5:45 pm Soup and Sandwich dinner. Free will offering. 

6:45 pm Opening devotion 

7:00 pm 
Discovery of the Good News about Jesus (1505-1519)               
Central Event: The 95 Theses by Rev. Ken Schurb 

7:45 pm Break 

8:00 pm 
Application of the Good News about Jesus (1520-1525)                 
Central Event: The Diet of Worms by Rev. Ken Schurb 

8:45 pm Questions 

9:00 pm Vespers 

8:30 am Matins 

9:15 am 
Confession of the Good News about Jesus (1525-1530)        Cen-
tral Event: The Marburg Colloquy by Rev. Ken Schurb 

10:15 am Questions - then Break 

10:45 am 
Promulgation of the Good News about Jesus (1531-1546)     Cen-
tral Event: Smalcald, 1537 by Ken Schurb 

11:45 am Questions - then Closing Devotion 

12:00 noon Lunch provided by Women of Faith in the gymnasium 

http://faithplano.org/faith-lutheran-fc2017/451-freeconf2017reg
http://faithplano.org/faith-lutheran-fc2017/451-freeconf2017reg


Brothers of John the Steadfast 

8th Annual Conference -- The Article  
Friday, February 17 - Saturday, February 18, 2017  

Zion Lutheran Church, Tomball, TX  
(281)351-5757  

 

General Theme -- "The Article" Our theme this year is justification, clearly confessed in Article IV of the Augs-
burg Confession. Luther confessed that justification by faith is "the article on which the church stands or falls" 
meaning that errors in justification will cause great errors elsewhere and the loss of true doctrine and true faith. As 
everyone is marking the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation this year, it's time to hear about this foundational 
article of our confession. 

Also they teach that men cannot be justified before God by their own strength, merits, or works, but are 
freely justified for 2] Christ's sake, through faith, when they believe that they are received into favor, and 
that their sins are forgiven for Christ's sake, who, by His death, has made satisfaction for our sins. 3] This 
faith God imputes for righteousness in His sight. Rom. 3 and 4. 

 

 Speakers -- Rev. Mark Preus - Justification in Song Rev. Rolf Preus - Justification Rev. James May - Justification 
in Mission Rev. Brian Kachelmaier - The Grace of Justification vs. the 
Grace of Self-Justification 

 CHILDCARE PROVIDED -- Bring the kids. We will have child-
care provided (optional). 

 REGISTER EARLY -- Conference is limited to 250 registrants; 
don't miss out on the conference in 2017! 

http://steadfastlutherans.org/2017reg.php 
  

http://bocl.org?AC+IV
http://bocl.org?AC+IV
http://steadfastlutherans.org/2017reg.php

