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There's a Place for You at SOP! 

SHEPHERD OF PEACE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

We will go into this fall season with thanksgiving to 

the Lord for sending us Pastor Vandercook and his 

family. Our blessings are many and we are humbly 

grateful for them! 

New Sunday Morning Schedule 

In an effort to ensure Pastor Vandercook is able to be involved in at 

least a portion of bible class each week, the 2 Point Parish Committee 

met to rearrange the Sunday morning schedule for both Shepherd of 

Peace and Trinity. The results are as follows: 

SOP 

8:00 –8:45     Bible Class/Sunday School 

8:45-9:00       Time for Fellowship and getting settled for worship 

9:00-10:00     Worship Service 

10:00-10:30    Pastor travels to Trinity 

TRINITY 

10:00-10:15    Time for Fellowship 

10:15-11:00    Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00-12:00    Worship Service 

Phone: 501-851-4546 

Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net 

449 Millwood Circle 

Maumelle, Arkansas 72113 

SHEPHERD OF PEACE 

LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Volume 26, Issue 8 

INSTALLATION/RECEPTION 
September 18th @ 4pm 

Join us as we welcome Pastor Vandercook, Laura, Allysa, 
David Jr., and Kaytlin into the SOP/Trinity family. 

Hors d’oeuvres, cake, and punch will be served after! 
Sign up sheet is on the board for appetizers if you’re of the 

mind to help us out! 



September 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 
Study, 10:30a 
Mid-week teen, 
6:30p 

2 3 

4 
Worship, 9a 

Bible Hour, 10:15a 

 

5 
Quilters, 10a 
Moving day, 8am 

6 
Study, 6:15p 

7 

Choir, 7p 

8 
Study, 10:30a 
 
Mid-week teen, 
6:30p 

 

9 
MHS Pre-game 
meal, 3:30p 

10 
Bash on the Blvd, 12
-6p 

11 
Bible Hour/SS Rally, 

8am 

Worship, 9a 

Grandparents day 

Patriot Day 

12 
Quilters, 10a 
BoD meet, 6:30p 

13 
Study, 6:15p 

14 15 
Study, 10:30a 
Mid-week teen, 
6:30p 

16 17 

18 
Bible Hour, 8am 

Worship, 9a 

Installation, 4pm 

19 
Quilters, 10a 
Lay Minister Meet, 
6:30p 

20 
Study, 6:15p 

21 

Choir, 7p 

22 
Study, 10:30a 
Mid-week teen, 
6:30p 
Kitchen Klub, 
6:30p 

23 24 
Trinity yard sale/
NLR 

25 
Bible Hour, 8am 

Worship, 9a 

26 
Quilters, 10a 

27 
Study, 6:15p 

28 29 
Study, 10:30a 
Mid-week teen, 
6:30p 

30  

September Events 

 Sept. 5th 8am, unload moving van 

 Sept. 9th 3:30pm, MHS Football  Pre-game Meal 

 Sept. 10th 12-6pm, Bash on the Blvd 

 Sept. 11th, Sunday School Rally Day 

 Sept. 12th, Monthly BoD Meeting 

 Sept. 18th, Installation of Pastor Vandercook 

 Sept. 19th, Lay Minister Meeting, 6:30pm 

 Sept. 22nd, Kitchen Klub, 6:30pm 

 Sept. 24th, Yard Sale Trinity/NLR 

Special Days in September 

9-01   George & Katherine Heintzen, Jr. (w) 
9-04   Robert Kling (b) 
9-05   Evelyn Chagnon (b) 
9-08  Linda Geddes (b) 
9-11    Melissa Anderson (b) 
9-15   Monty & Stephanie Anderson (w) 
           Ed Helmstetter (b) 
9-18    Austin Quimby (b) 21 
           Gene Shepherd (b) 
           Tom & Clarice Wray (w) 
9-21   Becky Newberry (b) 
9-23   Ladye Hurley (b) 21 
9-26   Paul Reprogle  (b) 
9-28   Michael Flakoll (b) 
9-29   Andrea Heintzen (b) 
 
 



IN CHRIST ALONE WE STAND 
 
After two years of preparation and build-up, the SOP Youth who attended NYG 2016 were not disappointed by their 
experience in New Orleans. The weather was fantastic (unusually less humid and hot than Arkansas), and the mood 
was upbeat. The theme of “In Christ Alone” resonated in all of the wonderful messages and discussion groups. We 
discussed the true meaning of joy-eternal joy that comes only through Christ and permeates even our seemingly 
darkest moments. We focused on what it means to have our identities secured in Christ instead of the things of this 
world. We concentrated on being echoes of Christ’s love as we humbly serve one another. We delved deeply into 
what it truly means to be a community in Christ as brothers and sisters loving one another despite our differences. 
This theme was especially significant to us all because we were in New Orleans when the tragedy in Baton Rouge 
was occurring. We prayed for the families grieving and the sadness of the world and celebrated Christ’s light in the 
darkness. We even danced and sang to “This Little Light of Mine.” NYG 2016 brought us together as a youth group, 
but also brought 25,000 believers together as a community. Good food was eaten, friendships were made, prayers 
were lifted, and hearts were changed. LCMS-NYG left a positive mark on the participants and the city of New Orle-
ans. Our prayer is that as we move further away from the gathering, we continue to let the themes resonate in us, 
grow in us, and comfort us and that together we can remain strong in Christ alone! ~Dani 

From the Lay Ministers 
We continue our work of cleaning up 
and making sure the parish directory is 
accurate and up to date. Pastor Vander-
cook has told us he wants to visit each 
and every one of our families as soon 
as practical so giving him good data is 
crucial. Thanks for your cooperation! 
Finally a prayerful, gentle reminder 
that we have changes coming. We pray 
that all of us will stay positive and flex-
ible during the coming months as 
schedules evolve. Let’s help each other 
keep in mind we now have a much 
larger extended church family in the 
form of our sister church, Trinity. As 
we move forward all of our decisions 
need to be run through that filter first. 
We know that Shepherd of Peace will 
rise to the challenge. Please join us in 
keeping the people mentioned by name 
in your prayers. 

Kitchen Klub 
The Kitchen Klub is off to a great start. 
We have split up the normal things that 
we would take care of, ie., funerals, 
shut-ins, Sunday school snacks, sup-
plies, potlucks, etc., into areas headed 
up by one individual.  If you have a 
need you can reach out to the BoD, 
Lay Ministers, or Georgie in the office 
and they will put you in touch with 
whoever handles your particular need. 
The individuals who handle these 
things will be responsible for reaching 
out to the congregation when they are 
in need of assistance. We look forward 
to the good times ahead in Fellowship. 



We had a wonderful farewell luncheon for 
Pastor Henning. The turnout was awesome.  
We came together with a lovely meal and 
many parting gifts to thank him for his dedi-
cation to us. We wish him the best in his 
future. 

Pastor Henning’s last day 
with us was a full one. He 
shepherded Wrigley Moreth 
in through Baptism, Jessica 
Moreth in through Confir-
mation and Daniel Moreth 
in through Reaffirmation. 
We are thrilled to have them 
as members of the SOP 
family! 

September Outreach 
First up, we have the Pre-game meal for the 
MHS Football team and their coaches on the 9th. 
We must leave the church no later than 3:30 in 
order to set up and get them fed. We are still in 
need of 24 pack cases of water and fruits for 
them. Get in touch with Laura to donate these 
items or your time. 
 
Second up, we  are setting up a booth on the 10th 
at the Bash on the Blvd., put on by the MCCA. 
We will be making cross necklaces/key chains 
with the children. We will be there from 12-6pm 
and are in need of volunteers to help the kids 
with their crafts. We’re asking people to pledge 
1 hour to the booth. Please contact Laura to co-
ordinate what times will work best. Thank you 
for helping us reach out to our community. 
~Laura 

SOP Youth Gears Up for Another Great Year 
After a brief post-gathering/summer hiatus, SOP 
Youth is back with more exciting Mid-Week Teen 
adventures. We will resume our thought provoking 
discussions, prayerful ponderings, and crazy antics 
beginning Thursday, September 1st @ 6:30pm. 
We kick off the year with a visit to Gotham City as 
we take a closer look at The Dark Night in the 
Concordia Study, God’s Light in Gotham’s Dark-
ness. 
Sunday School will also change focus as we begin 
a new study on Sept. 4th @ 10:30am, Fusion: 
Trees. This study merges diverse, distinct, and 
seemingly separate elements fro the bible into a 
unified whole. We will begin by examining the 
trees in paradise and finish our 8 week study at the 
tree of the cross. 
SOP Youth hasn’t forgotten about service or silli-
ness. We have a calendar of servant events, volun-
teer opportunities, and fun times to prepare, so stay 
tuned! ~Dani 



Shepherd of Peace Sunday School 
Sunday, September 11th is Rally Day 

 
What is Rally Day: It is the day that children move up a grade in their class. Here are our children and their 
new classes: 
 
Pre-school Class, Barbara Tilley            1st & 2nd, Arlene Behmer           3rd, 4th, 5th, Esther Mahnken 
Grady Flakoll                                             Sloan Smith                                    Elaina Flakoll 
Carley Flakoll                                            Cayden Green                                 Connor Smith 
Wrigley Moreth                                          David Vandercook, Jr.                   Allysa Vandercook 
Adrianna Womack 
Barrett Davenport 
Kaytlin Vandercook 
 
Teaching is never only teaching. Teaching is really the composite of all of the tasks and experiences that you have 
when God in His grace calls you to serve Him in this way, making you a fisher of men. 
With a concise “Follow Me” (Mark 1:17; 2:14), Jesus called Simon, Andrew, James, John, and Matthew to learn from 
Him and serve Him so they could be fishers of men. They were soon joined by several others who like themselves 
were commoners. None were church leaders or religious teachers. All were ordinary folk who worked hard to make 
ends meet. None were rich, famous, highly educated, or influential. Some had strong personalities; others were mild 
mannered and reserved. Yet all were called to serve as His disciples and fishers of men. This was their new vocation. 
Teaching the Christian faith and what it means to be a Christian in our world today is a great vocation filled with chal-
lenges and joys. Somewhere along the way, someone talked to you about teaching, but Jesus was saying, “Follow Me” 
to you in those conversations. Because He has called you, your task is great in God’s eyes. It’s great because you bring 
others to the salvation God has provided through His Son. Teaching God’s Word is great because it brings you in con-
tact with people _God’s creatures who have multiple talents and abilities and whom God wants to shape with His 
Word of grace and salvation. Teaching Sunday School, or teaching in any other Christian-education endeavor, is great 
also because of the challenges that the Lord lays before you. Providing knowledge of salvation to those who do not 
know or love Jesus is a difficult, but necessary challenge for teachers. Bringing God’s healing Word to those who are 
sick with sin my be difficult and discouraging, but it is God’s will to bring sinners to repentance and thus prepare them 
to receive Jesus’ refreshing, life-giving water that lasts forever (John 4:4-38). ~Jeanie 

Shepherd of Peace Sunday School will cover the following lessons 
this quarter. We’ll begin with Old Testament Part 1: 

 
God Creates a World and a People 
 
1. God Creates the World 
2. God Creates Adam and Eve 
3. Sin Enters the World 
4. Cain and Abel 
5. Noah and the Flood 
6. God’s Covenant with Abraham 
7. Abraham’s Visitors from Heaven 
8. Abraham and Isaac 
9. Isaac and Rebekah 
10. Jacob and Esau 
11. Jacob’s Dream 
12. Jacob’s Family 
13. Esau Forgives Jacob 
 
Our goal is to have three Sunday School classes with one primary 
teacher and one alternate teacher per class. We also would like one 
additional helper for the pre-school class. Have you considered ask-
ing a friend to co-teach with you? The quarter ends in December. 

SS Music 
 

Lonnie Moreth  
Veronica Shepherd 



Shepherd of Peace and Trinity Choirs will be performing an anthem jointly for Pastor Vandercook’s Installation. It’s a 
first! 
 
Then both Choirs will jointly perform a Christmas Cantata called “Morning Star.” We will be doing a performance at 
each church in December. Another first! Nothing like getting twice as rich with music! 
 
Rehearsals are in full swing again. Every other Wednesday at 7pm. September 7th and the 21st, with warmups at 
8:30am on singing Sunday’s. ~Janet 
 
We had a beautiful piece sung for us this past month by Sarah Wray and Sarah Shepherd. If you missed it you can ei-
ther see it on our Facebook page or check it out on the website. Lisa Roberts will be performing a solo for us on Sep-
tember 4th. We are so blessed to have all of this wonderful musical talent being shared with us!  ~Janet 
 

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION – Co-Hosts for Fall 
Mid-Arkansas Zone Event 

“A Time for Everything” (Eccl. 3:1-8) is the theme of the LWML Mid-
Arkansas Zone Event to be held at Trinity Lutheran Church, North Little Rock 
on Saturday, October 15th beginning with registration at 8:30 a.m. Several 
years ago Shepherd of Peace and Trinity hosted the LWML Zone Event at 
Shepherd of Peace.  This time around it is being held at Trinity. This is the op-
portunity for the Shepherd of Peace “Lutheran Women in Mission” to help 
with this Zone Event and also attend, representing our church.  If you can help, 
please contact Esther Mahnken (416-2272 or emritewell@yahoo.com) who is 
not only the Zone President but also helping Trinity Society coordinate the 
Event.  We will need help with the morning continental breakfast and registra-
tion that morning.  All who help are welcome to stay for the Praise Worship, 
Bible study, short meeting, box lunch, and a presentation by Master Gardener, 
Susan Rose (after lunch).  It should end with a closing devotion around 2:00 
p.m.  You are all Lutheran Women in Mission through what you do within 
Shepherd of Peace Lutheran and the community of Maumelle and beyond. This 
is your opportunity to serve the LWML as a dual parish.  ~Esther 

 

Fund Raiser for Grace Lutheran Seminary students. 
 
Craft Show- Mark your calendar for Saturday, November 12, 2016 for the Fall Craft Show (featuring Grace Bakers’ 
Desserts) and Used Book Sale.  Rent a booth in Parker Hall, the Grace Family Life Center, for $40 ($30 for Lutheran 
church members).  
We gladly accept donations of used books beginning mid-October. Matching funds will be provided from Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans. 
Follow us on Facebook at facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow. 
Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or email at ram0220@aol.com for more information. 

Grace Lutheran Church 
Hillcrest and Kavanaugh 

Little Rock, AR 

mailto:emritewell@yahoo.com


Elaine Filter’s Kenya Trip 
 As we were creeping and lurching down the boulder-strewn dirt road after our last night at the children’s 
home, bellies full of roasted goat meat and chapatti, hearts full of love and well wishes, minds already swirling with 
treasured memories, that thank you postcard I sent to you came to mind. I had to shake my head and smile. What a 
silly, paltry thank you for the experience God gave me in Africa. And now you get a letter that could never fully ex-
press the depth of my gratitude to you for your support of this life changing two weeks. However, if you would in-
dulge me, I’d love to share a little about this amazing trip. 
 Our trip was off to an unintended start with a four hour delay that caused the team of seven US teachers to 
miss our London connection to Nairobi. As you might imagine, there is only one flight a day from Heathrow to Jomo 
Kenyatta International Airport. So, we had a day in London paid for by American Airlines. When we finally arrived 
on the evening of Wednesday August 3rd, we spent the night in a Nairobi hotel. The next morning we set out all the 
way across southern Kenya in a safari van we would come to both love and hate. 
 Oasis for Orphans manages three children homes in southwest Kenya. The first site is called The Hill. This is 
where we spent the majority of our time. It is located in Narok County where the land belongs to the Massai tribe: one 
of the poorest in Kenya. The second site is The Valley (also called Kisii) and the third site is The Shelter (Migori). 
Our group of educators was brought to conduct professional development for the schools associated with the three 
children’s homes. All of the teachers traveled to The Hill for three days of conferences. We focused on math and Eng-
lish instruction methods, growth mindset (praising children for effort instead of ability), and loving discipline (instead 
of corporal punishment for slight offenses such as an incorrect answer to a question). After our three classroom days, 
we split into two groups. One group stayed at The Hill. One group drove to The Valley. These two days we observed 
the teachers as they implemented the strategies brought from America. School in Kenya is very serious. The students 
weren’t at first sure if they were allowed to like the Math and English games they were being taught. Eventually, there 
was so much laughter and smiles and even learning! 
 It’s rarely in the planned activities that God acts boldly. How can he? In activities we plan, we can still pre-
tend we are in control! It was in the Chai breaks, mountain hikes (they didn’t name it The Hill for nothing), and times 
of pause and even miscommunication where God is most clearly perceived. Getting to know the amazing teachers and 
hear the stories of how God brought them to work for Oasis was so encouraging. Through their stories I so clearly saw 
God’s hand of preparation that developed these homes to rescue these children. It was years of pushing anhd tugging 
and organizing to have everyone ready for these kids. 
 I wasn’t sure how to be around the kids at first. In America you can’t just grab and love and cuddle a kid who 
isn’t yours. You might go to jail. So it took me a few days to get over myself. There was this one little girl, Askar. Her 
story is the only one I heard and it is chilling. Askar is eight years old and because of the trauma of her life she gets 
into fights and can be very confrontational. Not a first choice for a snuggle buddy. One evening God told me to go hug 
Askar. She was standing close to our group with her back to me. I first put my hands on her shoulders, and then slow-
ly wrapped my arms around her. Within seconds she melted. She didn’t let me go for the rest of the evening. My heart 
broke and healed in all the right places. I thought of all the work God has done to provide a safe home for his or-
phaned daughter, Askar. And I was overwhelmed that the same God, who has moved heaven and earth to rescue 
Askar, has moved heaven and earth to rescue me. He is doing the same for each of His children because such is His 
fierce love for us. 
 I shared in my initial letter that I felt called to Africa when I was in college. I didn’t obey the call at that time. 
I hear it again and am ready to be obedient to God. I ask your prayers as I apply for long term missionary positions in 
Kenya. If you would like to be kept in the loop on developments please e-mail me at elaine.filter@gmail.com and I 
will be sure to send updates. Also if you have any questions about the trip or want more of the 100 million stories I 
have, please e-mail. It is an amazing thing you have done for me in making this trip possible. Thanks for letting God 
work through you. ~Elaine Filter 
 

 




