
Have you ever been asked to act as a trustee or guardian for a family member 
or friend?  If someone is deemed incapable of managing his own affairs, a 
guardian or trustee will be appointed.  The position involves a lot of work and 
responsibility.  A big part of the job is to make appropriate financial decisions 
that best fulfill the interests of the person being served.  The person for whom 
the trustee is appointed places much trust in the trustee because the trustee 
makes decisions that will most benefit and advance his interests.  The trustee 
has no rights to those assets because they are to be used for the care of the cli-
ent.  
As Christians, we are called to be God’s trustees 
(stewards).  God puts into our lives skills, talents, opportu-
nities, money, families, environment, and all things.  All 
that we are and all that we have are entrusted to us by God.  
God invites and expects us to act as trustworthy trustees 
(stewards) of the blessings He has given us.  “Moreover, it 
is required of stewards that they be found trustworthy” (1 
Corinthians 4:2). 
 
As God’s trustees or stewards, we are given a high honor and privilege to take 
care of all that God entrusts to us.  We have the responsibility to use our gifts 
in ways that best represent His interests.  It seems quite simple, but we find 
ways to abrogate our responsibilities.  Instead of representing God’s interests, 
we tend to think only of ourselves and function independently from Him.  We 
seem to overlook the fact that our blessings are gifts from Him.  Instead, we 
take credit for what we have, and we see our blessings as belonging to us.   
 
We need to hear again and again from His Word that we have a God Who 
loves us and loves to give.   Our God entrusts His best to our care and asks us 
to represent His best interests throughout our lives.  The hymn we often sing 
during our offertory as we give our gifts reminds us very well as to where our 
gifts have come from and where they should be given: “We give Thee but 
Thine own, Whate’er the gift may be.  All that we have is Thine alone, a Trust, 
O Lord, from Thee.”  May God bless you in your role as His faithful trustee 
(steward). 
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Special points of interest: 

• MDO begins August 13 

• RAP Ministry Event 
August 17, 9-10:30am 

• Choir Picnic August 
17, 6pm 

• Men’s Breakfast Au-
gust 24, 8:30am 

• SOP Youth Paintball 
August 25, 1pm 
(tentative) 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

We Need Your Recipes!! 
Shepherd of Peace is joining forces with RAP Ministries in August and we 
need your recipes! Please write simple recipes on 4x6 index cards and place 
them in the box marked “Recipes” when you come to church on Sunday!! 



Readiness was a big word in the Marine Corps.  It could mean life or death.  Not just for the boots on 
the ground entering into potentially mortifying conditions, but for those to whom the conditions exist-
ed and are now being rescued or battled for.  Being prepared, having all the right gear, commands and 
communications, training, preparations galore, etc., ruled the day and only the best was suited for 
Readiness.  If the question directed to a commander is, “Are your men ready?”, the answer better be 
sure and sharp.  If the reply given is no, the immediate response would be something like “Why not?  
What would it take to get them there?”  If the answer given is yes, hold on because it could be time to 
move.  Then again, you could be told to wait.  And then you have to stay ready.  Not an easy task! 

 
But what does this have to do with us?  You might be thinking that to your knowledge the direct 
readership of this article is not included in the varying Readiness programs of the elite military 
forces our government attempts to maintain.  Ah, but we are the Church,  and we are called to 
be ready by and for our Lord.  In Matthew 24-25, our Lord gives us some eye opening words 
that cause us to ask ourselves many questions on the state of our readiness.  Sure we could fo-
cus on the whole work to address the matter, but let’s focus in on just a sample of verses: 
 
Matt. 24:36   “But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, 

nor the Son, but the Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man...44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 
 
We are called to be in a state of readiness.  Are we prepared?  If our Lord came today would we be 
caught off guard?  Is there anything that you or I would be doing differently if we knew that He was 
coming tomorrow?  Martin Luther was asked one time if the Lord were to re-
turn tomorrow, what he would do.  Luther replied, “Plant a tree.”  “Plant a 
tree?”  Luther explained that was what he had already planned on doing.  You 
see, us Christians are to live as if Jesus is coming back every day.  We are to be 
looking for Him, even expecting Him.  Some of us actively ask Him to return 
daily.  But until that day we employ the readiness program that our Lord be-
gan.  We have the Holy Spirit and we cling to His Word.  We go in His Word making disciples, nurtur-
ing Christians and loving our God and one another as He sends.  In all of this we do not fear, because 
God is for us, because we are loved and have received His great promise. 
 
Be active in your readiness.  Enjoy it, even.  And keep your eyes open...Jesus is coming! 
 
Semper Fidelis (Always faithful!) 

Page 2  

Are We Ready? 

The Shepherd’s Voice 



Thank you to all the volunteers who helped make our 2013 VBS a success! We had 66 children and 
37 volunteers, who included: 

VBS Volunteers Appreciated 
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Remember turning eighteen? For most of us it meant stepping away from parents while still holding their 
hands, putting our toes in the water of adulthood- a safe version of independence, but turning eighteen in the 
foster care system means something very different. Turning eighteen in the foster care system means you 
have officially ‘aged out’ of the program; it means you have a 40% chance of being homeless by the time 
you are twenty-four years old; it means your chances of being consistently employed by age 24 are only 
16% while your likelihood of being completely disconnected from the labor market is over 33%. It likely 
means that you would not have a high school education so you would earn only around $6,000 per year. You 
have no one to turn to when you leave the foster home because, after over 8 years in care, you were placed 
in 32 separate homes and facilities. You don’t have a relationship with your family because of the trauma 
you experienced at their hands as a young child and friends are only people you know through your stays in 
group homes and treatment facilities. It means you are alone.  
Immerse Arkansas offers support, guidance and stability to older and former foster youth as they transition 

to adulthood.  Every year in Arkansas, nearly 250 youth will "age 
out" of foster care and enter adulthood unprepared for life's chal-
lenges.  Many youth aging out will experience homelessness, addic-
tion, unwanted pregnancy and incarceration.  Through Immerse 
Arkansas, these youth find supportive housing, transitional coach-

ing with an emphasis on education and career, life skills training, mentoring and a place to belong.  The goal 
of Immerse Arkansas is not to fix young adults aging out of foster care but to walk together with them, ask-
ing God to fix us all. 

Eric Gilmore is the Executive Director, at eric@immersearkansas.org . Church contact for this program is Cookie 
Higgins at cookiehiggins11@gmail.com. 
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Immerse Arkansas 

Dave & Jane Schroeder 
Pastor, Holly, Dean, & Abigail Vanderbush 
Veronica Shepherd 
Lisa Roberts 
Karen Johnston 
Clarice Wray 
Chuck Fandrei 
Elaine Filter 
Kelly McDonald 

Michael & Audrey Flakoll 
Dani & Keeley Ausburn 
Carol & Jason Smith 
Liz, Rick, & Abby Sutherland 
Tracy, Savannah, & Sydney Wray 
Montse Chora 
Ken & Laura Quimby 
Serge Gallant 
Marc & Cookie Higgins 

Arlene Behmer 
Ladye Hurley 
Sophia Brenick 
Ron & Jerri Shertzer 
Kara Weigand 
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2013 National Youth Gathering, San Antonio 
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“I have learned how to grow in my relation-
ship with God, and how to deal with the 
struggle of unholy things.” 

“Never before have I thought about how 
much Jesus loves us. I got a whole new 
perspective on what it means to “Live 
Love(d).” 

“It’s not good enough to just obtain 
knowledge on how much God loves us , 
we have to show it as well– basically, we 
need to Live Love(d).” 

“I learned we are created for heaven, but de-
signed for hell...without Jesus we are nothing.” 

“I learned 70% 
of college stu-
dents lose faith 
during/ after 
college years.” 

“I learned that 
certain groups 
don’t like Galatians 
1:8 very much.” 

“I learned that I AM A CHILD OF 
THE ONE TRUE KING!” 

The SOP NYG Attendees had a fantastic time in San Antonio and learned so much in the process. 
Here are a few of their memories and  take home points ... 
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The Hurley family consists of Jeanette, Parrish and their 
daughter Ladye, along with their two schnauzers, June and 
Lily.  They have called Maumelle home for the last 21 years, 
and love living in Maumelle; it seems natural since they both 
come from small towns. 
 
Parrish is employed as an inside sales person for the Trane 

Company. In addition to being a news junkie, he en-
joys landscaping, and his new hobby: roasting cof-
fee.  (Ladye calls it cooking in the garage).  Jeanette is a partner in a successful 
employment staffing agency in Maumelle. Her hobbies are reading, sewing, bak-
ing, and doing homework. Ladye will be a junior at Arkansas Baptist High 
School and is planning on attending Concordia University in 
Seward, NE, majoring in Elementary Education. 
  

Parrish and Jeanette met in college at College of the Ozarks in Mis-
souri.  After graduation they went their separate ways; Parrish was liv-
ing in Missouri and Jeanette was living in Little Rock. He contacted 
her, and the rest is history.   As Pastor Vanderbush commented, “it was 
the love of a beautiful woman that lead Parrish to the Lutheran church” 
where he is currently serving as one of the lay Ministers.  (He says he 
is very happy that he followed her, since his background is Church of 
Christ.) 
               ~ Parrish, Jeanette, & Ladye 
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The Shepherd’s Flock (Getting to know His sheep): The Hurleys 

August Volunteers 
  8:00 10:30 

Lay Minister Peter Christiansen Michael Flakoll 

Acolyte Ladye Hurley Emily Tschiemer 

Ushers L. Mahnken & T. Wray G. Flemmons & F. Ausburn 

Comm. Prep Hurley & Shertzer Ausburn 

Comm. Assist Tom Wray Ken Quimby 
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Council Corner: Updates from Your Church Council 
A summary of the Financial Review results was presented at the Congregational Voters’ Meet-
ing on July 28th.  If you would like additional detail about the report out, feel free to reach out 
to me or Pastor.  This was the first step in the Task Force process that was approved at the De-
cember 2012 Voters Meeting.  Now we can get serious about forming the Task Force, get start-
ed with reviewing our governance and making much needed improvements.    ~ Michael 
Flakoll, Executive Director 

 
After admiring the completed roofing work Jason had coordinated, Lay Ministers 
convened and Pastor opened the meeting with prayer.   An assessment of the ongo-
ing Bible readings program followed.  Lay Ministers encourage everyone to take 
advantage of this current group opportunity to walk through a Biblical overview and 
to participate in the associated Sunday School discussion ... an opportunity to build 
knowledge, faith, and enjoy Christian friendship.  
Subsequent discussion focused on congregational and individual needs, concerns, and status changes 
of various members, as well as a brief overview of the progress and vision for VBS and the MDO pro-
grams.  We encourage each of you to thank those among us who share their talents with the youth but 
also those who devote their time to support the many functions essential to the health of our church 
body.  We would also request that you prayerfully consider sharing any special talents you may have 
in addressing the growing needs of our church body.  ~Peter Christiansen, Lay Ministers   

 
Summmer Sunday School has been well staffed and attended.  Thanks go to our 
teachers:  Holly Vanderbush, Carol Smith, Janette Hurley, Jeanie Filter, Gloria 
Cates, Jerri Shertzer, and Pastor, and our wonderful subs: Liz Sutherland, Rick Suth-
erland, and Beth Helmstetter.  Give them thanks when you see them.  We need 
teachers for the fall, so please consider volunteering for this wonderful experi-
ence.  Fall materials have been ordered, and should arrive soon.  

MDO has had a waiting list, so Council approved a new teaching position and a change in some of the 
teacher hours to accommodate more children and more efficient use of teacher time.  The students will 
be taught the Concordia Pre-school curriculum again this year, but with an updated version.  ~ Jerri 
Shertzer, Education 
 
We have completed the restorations on the Fellowship Hall as of the first week of 
July. We elected to go ahead and completely replace the roof on that building due to 
age and condition. We did find other old leaks in the undamaged part of the roof so 
it ended up being a wise choice. We also had to replace the AC unit on the new 
building that serves the narthex, nursery, and restrooms. There are some upgrades to 
the doors coming on the Fellowship Hall in the next few weeks due to needs of 
Mothers’ Day Out.  
As of August 1, I am stepping down as Property Chair. I thank you all for the support as we worked to 
support Gods work through our facilities. The time has come for me to step back and allow others to 

lead this part of our ministry.  ~ Jason Smith, Church Property 
 
Church Growth will be holding Shepherd of Peace's first RAP (Reaching All People) event on the 
17th of August. We've got some great plans for various ways we can help the youth in the Immerse 
Arkansas program. I encourage everyone to get familiar with Immerse and get amped up for this 
event. Cookie's article in this newsletter is a great place to start, and definitely bring some recipes! 
We'll be passing out flyers for the event throughout August with more information on how you can 
be a part of this awesome community outreach opportunity.  ~ Ben Weigand, Church Growth 

The Shepherd’s Voice 
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Tell It on the Mountain, VBS 2013 



THE PURPOSE OF OUR EXISTENCE 
Shepherd of Peace exists to praise and glorify God. 
This happens when we are faithful in reaching out 
to others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in pro-
moting growth in discipleship, and in performing 
acts of self-sacrificing love to all people in Christ's 
name. 

Sunday Schedule: 

          8:00 AM - Traditional  Worship 
          9:15 AM - Family Bible Hour 
         10:30 AM - Blended Worship 

449 Millwood Circle 
PO Box 13143 
Maumelle, Arkansas  72113 
 
 

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church 

8-19 Jeremy & Dani Ausburn (A,13) 
 Tony & Tracy Wray (A, 18) 
8-20 Kenn & Mari Flemmons (A,31) 
 Jane Schroeder (B) 
8-25 Jeannie Filter (B) 
8-27 Christy Rabeneck (B) 
 Jason Smith (B) 
8-30 Rick Burris (B) 

 

8-1 Allison Tschiemer (B,10) 
 Katherine Tschiemer (B,10) 
8-4 Les & Kathy Browning (A,48) 
8-5 Marc Higgins (B) 
8-6 Kimberly Tschiemer (B) 
8-7 Ben Weigand (B) 
8-11 Peter & Phyllis Christiansen (A,35) 
8-12 Weston Greb (B, 2) 
8-14 Kenn Flemmons (B) 
8-15 Rick & Kathie Burris (A,33) 
 Dean Vanderbush (B, 15) 
8-16 Jaden Heintzen (B,6) 
 Jerri Shertzer (B) 
8-17 Carley Flakoll (B,2) 
8-18 Kathy Browning (B) 
 Will & Teresa Creasman (A,40) 
 Jared Heintzen (B,1) 
 Esther Mahnken (B) 

Special Days in August 

Phone: 501-851-4546 
E-mail: shepeace@sbcglobal.net 
 
Rev. Neil Vanderbush, Pastor  

There's a place for you at 
SOP! 

Shepeace.com 



Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

10:30 AM - 11:30
AM Mid-Week
Bible Study

7:00 PM Church
Growth

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Family Bible Hour
10:30 AM Worship

10:00 AM - 4:00
PM Peace
Quilters

10:30 AM - 11:30
AM Mid-Week
Bible Study

7:00 PM Lay
Ministers

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Family Bible Hour
10:30 AM Worship

10:00 AM - 4:00
PM Peace
Quilters

6:30 PM Property
Board

9:05 AM - 2:00
PM MDO

7:00 PM Worship
Committee

9:05 AM - 2:00 PM MDO
10:30 AM - 11:30 AM

Mid-Week Bible Study
5:30 PM MDO Parents'

Night
7:00 PM Church Council

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM RAP
Event

6:00 PM Choir Picnic 

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Family Bible Hour
10:30 AM Worship

10:00 AM - 4:00
PM Peace
Quilters

9:05 AM - 2:00
PM MDO

7:00 PM Choir
Practice

9:05 AM - 2:00
PM MDO

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Mid-Week Bible
Study

8:30 AM Men's Breakfast

8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Family Bible Hour
10:30 AM Worship
1:00 PM SOP Youth Paintball

(Tentative)

10:00 AM - 4:00
PM Peace
Quilters

9:05 AM - 2:00
PM MDO

9:05 AM - 2:00
PM MDO

10:30 AM - 11:30 AM
Mid-Week Bible
Study

July
S M T W T F S

1 2 3 4 5 6
7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31

September
S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30

AUGUST 2013
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