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Pentecost and the Great Commission

Pentecost is the fulfillment of the promise of Jesus spoken to His disciples, “And behold, I am sending the promise of
my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:49) Pentecost is the
descent of the Holy Spirit coming down upon the apostles, appointing them to be heralds of the Gospel to all nations! The
Festival of Pentecost comes 50 days after the resurrection and ten days after the ascension of Jesus. Pentecost is the first day
of the eighth week following Easter. Eight is an eternal number reminding us of the first day of the second week after God
created the heavens and the earth. It reminds us of God’s saving Noah and his family (8 souls) and all that were in the ark
during the Great Flood. It reminds us of Jesus’ rising on the third day (Sunday, the first day of the week following the Sabbath, the eighth day). Eight is also an eternal number which reminds us of our baptism, where we were united with Jesus in
His death, His burial, and His resurrection. The descent of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus at His baptism, claimed Him to be the
Anointed Son of God, the Christ! The descent of the Holy Spirit connected with God’s Word in our baptism claims us to be
children of God, people born of God, born of the Word, Christians! Pentecost brings to memory the sound of a rushing wind,
tongues of fire, the apostles speaking in different languages; but it is about the Word, which Pentecost is all about. It is
through the Eternal Word that the Holy Christian Church is born! The Church lives and thrives on the Word! The Church is
born of the Word! In turn the Church gives birth to the Word! The Church gives birth to Jesus!
During my first pastorate, I had the opportunity to volunteer as an on-call chaplain at the local hospital. During the Christmas season the hospital chaplain staff hosted an annual banquet for the clergy and spouses. The festive decorations, the delicious meal, and the hospital choir singing for us made that evening very enjoyable. One of the songs sung by that choir included a refrain, “Mary was the first one to carry the Gospel”, referring to Mary being pregnant with the Son of God, Jesus
growing in her womb. Mary embodies the Church as she carries the Gospel. Just as the time came for Mary to deliver the
Baby, the time comes for the message of the Gospel to be thrust forth from the Church, and shared with all people!
Jesus said to His disciples before ascending to His Father, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of
the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20) Jesus also said to His disciples, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.” (Acts 1:8) St. Paul reminds us that faith comes by hearing, and hearing the Word of God. Without the Word, without
Jesus, there would be no church. Pentecost and the Great Commission remind us that we have indeed been born of the Word,
and as His messengers the Church and each individual Christian gives birth to the Word, as we share the message of God’s
love in Jesus to all people. God bless each of you and God bless Shepherd of Peace congregation to be His witnesses in
Maumelle, in North Little Rock, in Mayflower, in the Little Rock community and also around the world by supporting various missions. The Word gives birth to the Church! The Church gives birth to the Word! That’s Pentecost! That’s the Great
Commission! That’s Jesus! - Rev. Timothy J. Henning, V acancy Pastor
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Shepherd of Peace IS Here
Have you ever been in a public place where you looked on the wall and saw someone had written (fill in
any name) “Michael was here”? I remember back in my school days that there were some names that appeared over and over as that person left their mark in various locations. While I am not advocating defacement of public property, we at Shepherd of Peace could learn something from these individuals. The
only way to let people know we are here is to get out into the community and “leave our mark.”
Below is a letter that I sent to the Mayor of Maumelle on behalf of our congregation. I share this
with you to ensure you are in the loop on the communication, but more importantly to make sure you
know we are ready to start backing up our words with action. It’s time for us to seek out opportunities to
get Shepherd of Peace’s name out to the community. No one could possibly know what all SOP has to
offer if they don’t even know we are here.

This is not a call to action for a select few of you; this is a call for ALL of us. I am not saying we
all have to be involved in one ministry or event, but we all have different gifts and passions and can be
involved in our own way. It can be as simple as talking with a friend about your church or as involved
coordinating a group of individuals to sing at a nursing home. Either way, the individuals impacted will
know that Shepherd of Peace was there carrying the message of Christ.
Lead by our Outreach Leader, Laura Quimby, we are seeking out ways to flood Maumelle with
service, love, and an unmatched message of the Good News. The ball is already rolling with Relay for
Life and VBS coming up, but if you have interest in a particular ministry or outreach opportunity bring it
up and let’s do something about it! Other little things that can help include wearing your SOP shirt
around town (grocery shopping, getting your haircut, etc.), talking with your friends and acquaintances at
work and other places about your church, and using your personal Social Media accounts to bolster interest in SOP activities. In the coming weeks, you will see some “promotional” materials lying around for
your use. In the meantime, think of some creative ways YOU can use them. We need to be walking billboards for SOP and no one should have to wonder where you go to church. I leave you with this passage
from Romans 10:13-18 where Paul says:
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” How then will they call on him
in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never
heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? And how are they to preach unless
they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!”
But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has
heard from us?” So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. But I ask,
have they not heard? Indeed they have, for “Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their
words to the ends of the world.”

Greetings Mayor Watson,
Look for the answers in next
month’s newsletter along with a
new crossword puzzle!

On behalf of Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church, I would like to thank you for everything the City of
Maumelle does for our church. As I think you know, we celebrated our 25th Anniversary this past Sunday.
In preparation for our festivities, we worked to tidy up our grounds, etc. to put our best foot forward.
Whether it was intentional or just good timing, the Public Works guys had our curbside looking fantastic as
they mowed and trimmed down the hill. I think they even did some additional tree clean up that was much
appreciated! Please pass along our appreciation for a job well done.
Additionally, we have recently had some security concerns in the alleyway behind our Fellowship Hall
building. When we contacted Sam Williams and the MPD, they were more than happy to step up the patrols in our area and we think we now have the perpetrators on the run (scared at the very least). These guys
should also be commended for their efforts for us and for all they do for our great city.
Finally, we recently had our annual inspection by the MFD. They came twice and could not have been
more professional and understanding. They came during our service because they knew that was a time
when someone would be there. They were very accommodating as they worked to not disturb the service or
our bible study that followed. Our respect and appreciation for them was already high, but it continues to
grow and grow.
Our church has been a “resident” of Maumelle for 25 years now and we could not be more proud to call
Maumelle home. On occasion we have the opportunity to bring out of town guests to our church and it never fails that they all make mention of what a great community and city we have and we beam with pride as
we agree with them. As we look forward to the next 25 years of our existence, we look forward to stepping
up our presence in the community. We want to ensure we are mentioned in the same breath as other pillars
of our community and when people talk about Shepherd of Peace, they refer to us as “that church in
Maumelle.” Our intention is to serve others just as our Savior did. So, if you know of areas of need, please
pass those along to us and we will do our best to assist.
Once again, thank you to you and the rest of the city for all that you do! Here’s to another 25 years of blessings for the Shepherd of Peace/Maumelle partnership!
In Christ,
Michael Flakoll
Executive Director
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Choir, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

Relay for Life/VBS
6pm-midnight
Trav’s game/picnic

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a
Voter’s meeting

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Study, 6:15p

22

23

24

29

30

31

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

Choir, 7p

25

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

26

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

27

VBS! They still need volunteers for several
things. Please see Laura to offer your assistance
for this very rewarding opportunity!

It’s time to work on the
grounds again!
A sign-up sheet is on the
bulletin board in the hall.
Makes a great family bonding day for Jesus’ sake!

28

Study, 6:15p

M ay Eve n ts


Sundays, 9:00am, Worship



Thursdays, 6:30pm, Mid-Week Teens



Sundays, 10:15am, Family Bible Hour



Friday May 6, Relay for Life/VBS, 6p-midnight



Mondays, 10am-2pm, Quilters



Friday May 6, Trav’s Game and Picnic



Tuesdays, 6:15pm, Bible Study



Wednesdays, May 4 & 18, 7pm, Choir Practice



Thursdays, 10:30am, Bible Study

USPS is once again collecting
food for the local food banks.
Please leave non-perishable
foods by your mailbox on
May 14th and they will pick
them up and get them where
they are needed!

Friday May 6th
from 6pm-12m at
the Rolling Oaks
Sports Complex.
It’s our first opportunity to “roll out”
some of our Barnyard Roundup décor for VBS. We’ll
have our site activities & will promote
VBS while we Relay for Life. Please
join us, it’s always
fun. Bring a lawn
chair. Very family
friendly event!!!!

Special Days in April












Ken Aeverman, (b)
Carolyn Drane, (b)
Georgie Reprogle, (b)
Veronica Sherpherd, (b)
Kristan Annis, (b)
Stephanie Anderson, (b)
Fred & Melissa Bishop, (b)
Leroy Mahnken, (b)
Steve McDonald, (b)
Les Browning, (b)
F’lar Ausburn, (b)

5-1
5-4
5-5
5-6
5-7
5-11
5-15
5-15
5-15
5-17
5-18









Elaine Filter, (b)
Michael & Audrey, (a)
Barrett Davenport, (b/4)
Maeghan Gibson, (b)
Tony Wray, (b)
Ed & Beth, (w)
Steve & Kelly McDonald, (w)

5-23
5-25
5-26
5-27
5-28
5-29
5-29

Thursday mornings at 10:15
are led by Arlene Behmer!

Tuesday evenings at 6:15
are led by Mark Bird!

Sunday morning Adult Bible Study at 10:15!

Twenty-fifth Anniversary Celebration
The twenty-fifth anniversary celebration was a huge success. We had 108 people that attended the worship service
and 90 that stayed for the anniversary meal. We will be posting the pictures taken on the church web site along with
anniversary letters sent to us and the memories from the memory tree. These will be under the 25th Anniversary tab as
soon as we can get them posted.
I want to thank all of you who helped make this celebration successful. I know if I start listing names, I will surely
miss a number of you who helped, so I am going to list only the Anniversary Committee members. They are Georgie
Reprogle, Esther Mahnken, Laura Quimby, Mark Bird, Janet Elwood, Clarice Wray, Evelyn Chagnon, Beth Helmstetter, and Mark and Cookie Higgins.
The committee met following the celebration to discuss what went right and what could be done better. If you have
any comments or suggestions, please give them to Georgie in the church office or to me.
Again thank you for all your support.
Ed Helmstetter
25th Anniversary Committee Chairman

SOP Youth have been busy preparing for the 2016 NYG which is only 76 days away! Part of the preparation
has been spending time hanging out and getting to know each other. They worked together to conquer the
missile silo puzzle at Central Arkansas Escapes (in record time) and have spent time training their bodies for
the many miles of walking in New Orleans. Meanwhile Ms. Dani has been busy making flight reservations,
organizing shuttles, finishing hotel plans, and hoping the youth fund will cover the needed spa vacation and
therapy visits following the gathering. 
Of course the most important part of their preparation is preparing their hearts for the journey that lie ahead.
Sunday mornings have been spent in study on Philippians (the scripture focus of the gathering) while Thursday nights have been filled with #NYG2016 Studies that focus on specific points of discussion used at the
gathering. Thank you for your continued support and prayers!

Psalm 139:13-18

Congratulations to Sarah Grace Wray
On her confirmation!
We welcome you into the Christian Faith!

