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Reflecting On Ash Wednesday
Special points of interest:


Ash Wednesday Worship
February 10, 7pm



Lenten Suppers Beginning Wednesday February 17, 6pm



Lenten Worship
Wednesdays, 7pm
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“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and
where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where
your treasure is there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
Ash Wednesday is about the condition of your heart. Ash Wednesday is ‘Confessing
Your Sins Day.’ Ash Wednesday is ‘Holy Absolution Day’ in the Christian Church. We
learn from the Small Catechism that, “Confession has two parts: first, that we confess
our sins and , second, that we receive absolution, that is forgiveness from the pastor and
from God Himself, not doubting but firmly believing that by it our sins are forgiven by
God in Heaven.”
Part One: Confess your sins. Ash Wednesday is about the condition
of our hearts. Ash Wednesday faces us up to our sins, to all the idols
we have treasured up for ourselves. Ash Wednesday is IdolRepentance Day. Yes, idols. We don’t usually think of ourselves as
idol worshipers, but we have plenty of them. Dr. Luther said in the
Large Catechism, “That in which you put your trust is your god.” So,
what are you treasuring up for yourself? What’s the thing that you hold
most dear? What can you not live without? There’s your idol!
Part Two: Receive absolution. Ash Wednesday ashes remind us of
the end of our sins. Those ashes can be used to draw a cross on our forehead to remind
us where our forgiveness was won. Jesus took all our sins, all the places we have put
our trust and our hearts other than in Jesus alone. On Good Friday, Jesus took them all
on Himself and He died. On Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. It
was on the cross that Jesus won, for us, our forgiveness.
Why did Jesus do all this for us? Because He loves us! Pray the Collect for Ash
Wednesday, then confess your sins and hear from your pastor as from Christ Himself, “ I
forgive you all your sins.” Ash Wednesday is, after all, Holy Absolution Day. Ash
Wednesday is about the condition of your heart.
“Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that Thou hast made and
dost forgive the sins of all those who are penitent, create and make in us new and
contrite hearts, that we, worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging our
wretchedness, may obtain of Thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Thy Son, our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with
Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever one God, world without end.” Amen. (Collect for
Ash Wednesday)
Again we will begin our Lenten journey on Ash Wednesday, February 10 at 7:00 PM
with the Imposition of Ashes and also the celebration of Holy Communion. Gather together, confess your sins, receive forgiveness and hear the ‘Sounds of the Passion”
throughout our Lenten and Holy Week services. God bless your Lenten journey. In the
Name of Jesus. Amen. ~Rev. Timothy J. Henning, V acancy Pastor
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February 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Choir, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

7

8

9

10

11

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Ash Wednesday
Worship, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

14

15

16

17

18

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Lent Supper, 6p
Lent Wor,. 7p
Choir, 8p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

21

22

23

24

25

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Study, 6:15p

Lent Supper, 6p
Lent Wor,. 7p
Choir, 8p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

28

29

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Fri

Sat

5

6

12

13

19

20

26

27



Sundays, 9:00am, Worship



Sundays, 10:15am, Family Bible Hour



Tuesdays, 6:15pm, Bible Study



Thursdays, 10:30am, Bible Study



Thursdays, 6pm, Mid-Week Teens



Wednesdays, Feb 17 & 24, 6pm, Lenten Supper



Mondays, 10am-2pm, Peace Quilters



Wednesdays, Feb 17 & 24, 7pm, Lenten Ser.



Wednesdays, Feb. 3,17, & 24, 7pm(or after
Worship), Choir Practice



Wednesday, Feb. 10, 7pm, Ash Wednesday
Worship
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2016=TRUST
Award-winning business author, Frank Sonnenberg writes, “Trust is like blood pressure. It’s
silent, vital to good health, and if abused it can be deadly.” Additionally, the great investor
and CEO Warren Buffet adds, "It takes 20 years to build a reputation (trust) and five minutes
to ruin it."
Trust plays a major role in each of our lives on a daily basis. Although we don’t always think
about it, we place trust in inanimate objects such as chairs, vehicles, bridges, refrigerators,
computers, and alarm clocks. If any of these objects fail, the results could lead to anything
from minor inconvenience to injury or even death. Similarly, we also place our trust in other
people such as friends, family, government officials, rescue workers, teachers, bosses, and the
person in the other car at a stop sign. Again, a breach in this trust could lead to hurt feelings,
disappointment, embarrassment, injury, or even death.
From the sounds of all this, trust is very difficult to attain and can be quite risky. Why do we
even bother? Well, sometimes it is out of necessity. In order to travel to and from work daily,
I have to drive my car…over a bridge…through traffic signals…with other people on the roads
(some days this is riskier than others ). In other instances, we use trust as a means of progress for personal gain. I trust my refrigerator to preserve my food so I can spend my time on
activities other than hunting and gathering fresh food. Finally, we use trust as a sign of love
and respect towards others. Someday soon, I will have to trust my children to make good decisions as they head out the door with their friends. Because of sin the unfortunate reality is, regardless of why, who, or what we place our trust in, there will always be a danger of our trust
being betrayed.
However, as we all know, if we place our trust in God, we will NEVER be betrayed. So why
do we trust God? Well, the easy answer is He tells us to. We fail daily, hourly, sometimes minute to minute…but God NEVER fails! There are countless verses in the Bible that tell us that
God is in control and to place our trust in Him. In Proverbs 3:5, we are instructed to “Trust in
the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding.” Are we sure He
won’t fail us? Isaiah 26:4 says, “Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting
rock.” Psalm 37:5 declares, “Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.”
But what if things get really bad? Philippians 4:6-7 plainly answers, “Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” After all, why would we not place
our trust in someone who loves us so much that He sent his Son, Jesus, to die on the cross in
our place to save us from our sins?
In 2015, the SOP BoD hung our hats on prayer and our need to pray without ceasing.
“2015=PRAY”. That is not changing even though we are changing our tagline in 2016. We
still encourage you to join us in ceaseless prayer throughout the year. However, in 2016, we
would like to add another component to consider. We hope that the 2016 tagline
“2016=TRUST” will help remind you that you can trust the following:
1. Everything that we do as your BoD will be done with the best intentions
2. We will experience some good times and successes this year
3. We will fail you on occasion and unintentionally betray your trust (we are sinful humans)
But above all, we hope that “2016=TRUST” reminds you that the God we all serve has us
in His hands and has a plan for SOP in good times and in bad, and He will NEVER betray
us!!! Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the plans I have for you declares the LORD, plans to
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” ~Michael
Flakoll (On behalf of the SOP BoD)

“Trust in the Lord
with all your heart,
and lean not on
your own
understanding.”
Proverbs 3:5

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church

PO Box 13143
449 Millwood Circle
Maumelle, Arkansas 72113
Phone: 501-851-4546
Email:
shepeace@sbcglobal.net

There's a Place for
You at SOP!

The Purpose of Our Existence
Shepherd of Peace exists to praise and glorify God. This happens when we
are faithful in reaching out to others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in promoting growth in discipleship, and in performing acts of self-sacrificing
love to all people in Christ's name.
Sunday Schedule:
Worship 9:00am
Family Bible Hour 10:15am

Shepeace.com

Special Days In February
2-2

Presentation of Our Lord
Danielle Ausburn (B)
Lisa Nazzaro (B)

2-3

Bob & Mary Kling (A, 64)
Sarah Wray (B, 13)

2-4

Melissa Bishop (B)

2-5

Ken Quimby (B)

2-7

Jennifer Anderson (B)

2-8

Steve Haas (B)
Carolyn Leisman (B)

2-10

Gene & Veronica Shepherd (A, 25)

2-11

Phyllis Christiansen (B)

2-14

Valentine’s Day

2-16

Kelly McDonald (B)

2-22

Trina Bowen (B)

2-27

Hugh & Carolyn Purnell (A, 36)

