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Shepherd of Peace 2015 Review
Can you believe December is already upon us and yet another year is
almost over? It won’t be long now until we are toasting the New Year with anticipation of all the potential opportunities that lie ahead. However, before we
shift our focus to 2016, I would like to take a few moments to look back at the
events of 2015. Like most years, this was a year filled with both happy and
challenging times at Shepherd of Peace.
From an administrative standpoint, we made several changes throughout the year. Some were rooted in difficult decisions based on financial or cultural needs, while others were progressive in nature and usually were born
from congregational suggestions. For example, in December 2014, the BoD
started a weekly communication to the congregation distributed via email, and
we continued that practice throughout 2015. In 2015, we also started publishing both weekly and quarterly financial reports to the congregation and
changed the recipient of the monthly designated offering from the LCMS
Ablaze commitment to a “love offering fund” designed to help those with temporary needs locally. We changed the constitution and bylaws on two different
occasions to make changes suggested by the district, better define the role of
Lay Minister, and acknowledge a multi-parish agreement. Quite possibly the
most difficult decision we made this year was to transition from two services
on Sunday morning to a single service. Several major factors played a role in
this decision and there were (and still are) pros and cons on each side, but at
the end of the day (just like with every decision we make), we made the decision that we felt was best for the future of the congregation that we all love.

It probably goes without saying, but the single initiative that has occupied the majority of our time and effort this year has been the quest for a more
permanent solution to our pastoral situation. We have been so blessed to have
Pastor Henning fill our vacancy over the last two years. He has provided consistency to a congregation that has craved just that. With that said, we all
knew that it was not fair to him or to us to continue
the vacancy indefinitely. Therefore, starting last
December, we initiated conversations with President Paavola and Circuit Visitor Conger about potential next steps given our resource constraints.
Those conversations have continued throughout
the year and have taken us on several different
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paths. Initially, we went down the road of a part time Intentional Interim Pastor, but after two unsuccessful calls, we shifted our focus to a 2 Point Parish Arrangement with Trinity LC in North Little Rock.
The 2 Point Parish concept gained momentum quickly and has lead us to the point we are today, as we
await an answer to a call from Pastor Andrew Abraham. Regardless of the outcome, we know that God
is and always has been in control. Everything that has happened up to this point is preparing us for
something and we needed to go through it even if it has not always been the most comfortable ride.
In the midst of all the administrative changes and pastoral tasks going on,
the congregation has still managed to maintain traditions, make new traditions,
and do the Lord’s work by helping those less fortunate and reaching out into the
community. The youth group kicked off their preparations for the 2016 National
Youth Gathering in New Orleans. They have had special Bible studies, parents’
meetings, service projects, and fundraising, all in anticipation for a life changing
trip with their peers. They have been successful at raising funds through various
activities such as a parking lot sale, a car wash, and an envelope drive. They have also provided an example for the rest of us by leading several service projects like providing toys and food for the
Maumelle Animal Shelter, school supply drives to benefit children locally and abroad, making blankets
for the police and fire departments to be used in emergencies, and providing food to the teens at Immerse Arkansas. Other servant and/or fellowship events our congregation participated in this year include a skating party at the Arkansas Skatium, an LWML mission project to provide Christmas Card
covers to be recycled as scripture covers and other art projects, hosted a couple of fellowship events to
welcome potential pastors, Thrivent night at the Ballpark, Relay for Life, Lenten and Advent meals,
Easter breakfast, monthly men’s breakfast, 2 SOP Family Potlucks, helped a
Benton family in need through monetary and food donation, provided the
pre-game meal for the MHS football team prior to their first home football
game, Sunday School Rally Day, Trunk or Treat, and supported the Run Like
You Have Been Stung Maumelle 5K Race. I am sure I am forgetting numerous items, but as you can see we have had a busy and productive 2015!
The final thing to mention that we all did in 2015 was pray!
Throughout the year, we continuously used the tagline 2015=PRAY. It is
important to remember that this is the foundation on which all of the above was made possible. On
our own, there is no way that we can decipher God’s will for our lives and for His church. It is only
through prayer and our relationship with our Savior that God will reveal His will to us and use us to
carry out that perfect will. Thank you for your prayers for Shepherd of Peace and the BoD throughout
this year. I feel confident that I speak for the entire BoD when I say that they were felt very strongly.
Even though we may change our tagline for 2016, please continue ceaseless prayer for the church we all
love. Merry Christmas to you and your families from the SOP BoD and have a wonderful and prosperous New Year! ~ Michael Flakoll, Board of Directors
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A Birthday Party for Jesus
SOP Youth (with help from Thrivent Financial) is hosting “A Birthday Party for Jesus.”
Limited spaces are still available for our one day, VBS style Parents’ Day Out which will be
held Saturday, December 5th from 10am-2pm. The youth and adult helpers are looking
forward to sharing the news of our Savior’s birth with the area children. This is a free event
for children ages 3-8. Lunch and snack is provided. Please contact the church office to reserve your child’s spot today!

Rent-A-Youth is Open for Business
SOP Youth raised much of the money for the 2010 & 2013 NYG through a project called RENT-AYOUTH! This project allowed the opportunity for the youth to work for the donations given to them by
congregational members and friends by doing various odd jobs. It was a great fundraiser, a wonderful teaching opportunity, and a way for the youth to get to know each
other better. With the past success of this project and by popular demand, we are
bringing it back!

The youth are available for rent on December 21st and December
29th. If you have a chore or job for them to do, call Dani at the
church office to rent your youth. These girls have already raked
leaves (50 bags!) and are scheduled to clean a house– no job is
too small and all donations are greatly appreciated!
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O Christmas Tree
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, Reveal to us the Savior!
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, Reveal to us the Savior!
This little Child is God’s own Son, a Savior born for everyone!
O Christmas tree, O Christmas tree, Reveal to us the Savior!
The Christmas tree is much more than a seasonal piece of furniture that decorates our homes, offices and other places! During the season of Advent we will see the Christmas tree with all its various
colored lights, not just as a decoration welcoming the holidays, but a reminder of God’s love given to
the world in His Son, Jesus! As we journey through Advent we will see the Christmas tree in a different light, and along the way we will be reminded of other trees; The Garden Trees, The Family Tree,
The Branching Tree, and The Calvary Tree! Then, and only then, will our Christmas tree shine for all
to see!
Martin Luther was one of the first ones to bring the Christmas tree into the home. While on a walk
one Christmas Eve he noticed an evergreen tree shining in the moon light. He couldn’t forget the
beautiful picture. He returned home with an evergreen tree and decorated it with shining candles.
He told his children that this tree should remind them of the brightness of Christmas and its message
of the Savior’s birth. The world would be in eternal darkness without Christ, its Light!
St. Boniface, a seventh century monk, used the triangular shape of the Fir tree to describe the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The Fir tree became known as ‘God’s Tree’. By the twelfth century,
people were hanging the tree upside down on their ceilings at Christmas, a symbol of their faith. You
might even be surprised that Colonial America, the Christmas tree became very patriotic and was
topped with the American flag. Throughout history, the Christmas tree has brought love and peace to
family and friends gathered around ‘God’ tree of love’, celebrating the birthday of Jesus!
Plan now to join us on December 2, 9, 16 and Christmas Eve at 7:00 PM for our mid-week Advent
and Christmas Eve Candlelight services! Invite a friend to worship with you! I pray that your faith is
renewed and refreshed as we celebrate the coming of the Christ-Child into the world! “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto
you is born this day in the city of David, a Savior, which is Christ the Lord!...Glory to
God in the highest and peace on earth, good will toward men!”
My family and I wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Blessed New Year for Jesus’
sake! Rev. Timothy J. Henning, Vacancy Pastor
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Church Decorating
We will be decorating the church for the Christmas season on December 12th at 9:00am.
Everyone (including children and men) is encouraged to join in the fellowship opportunity. Coffee, juice, and donuts will be served.

In addition to the trees draped with Chrismons and lights, Shepherd of Peace’s members adorn the altar with poinsettias every year in celebration of the birth of Jesus. You will find a sign-up sheet on the
bulletin board if you would like to purchase a poinsettia for the altar. The cost is $7.00
per plant, and the plants can be taken home after the Christmas Eve Service.

Youth Christmas Party
The SOP Youth Christmas Party will be held at Ms. Dani and Mr. Jeremy’s house (6 Ouachita Cove,
Maumelle) on Friday, December 18th, from 6:00pm-8:30pm. All post-confirmation youth and confirmation youth are invited to attend. The party will include a “Dirty Santa” Exchange so be sure to
bring a $10 wrapped present; it is a fun game you don’t want to miss. Food, Fellowship, Movies, and
Fun! Contact Dani at 413-7698 if you have any questions.

Let’s Go Caroling
The Shepherd of Peace Choir invites you to join them on Sunday, Dec. 20 at
2:00pm for a caroling journey to sing for our shut-ins in the Maumelle area. We will congregate at
the Church and travel as a group. After our joyous singing we will return to the
Fellowship Hall for goodies and hot chocolate or hot cider (your choice). What a
great opportunity for our members to show we care and are thinking of all during
the Christmas Season. This is of course weather permitting. No voice requirements, just willing voices to spread the Word. Volunteers for bringing goodies is
greatly appreciated. Fa la la la la la la la la !
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December 2015
SUN

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1

2

3

4

5

Study, 6:15p

Supper, 6p
Worship, 7p
Choir, 8p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

8

9

10

Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Study, 6:15p

Supper, 6p
Worship, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6:30p

13

15

16

17

18

Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Study, 6:15p
Bible Hour, 10:15a Wor. Comm. 3p
BoD Meet, 6:30p

Supper, 6p
Worship, 7p
Choir, 8p

Study, 10:30a

Youth Party, 6p

20

23

24

25

6

MON

7

14

21

22

Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Bible Hour, 10:15a
Caroling, 2pm

Study, 6:15p

27

29

28

Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Birthday Party for
Jesus, 10a

11

12
Men’s Brkfst, 8:30a
Decorating, 9:00a

19

26

Christmas Eve
Worship, 7pm

30

Study, 6:15p

31
New Year’s Eve
Worship, 7pm

 Sundays, 9:00am, Worship

 Thursdays, Dec. 3 & 10, 6pm, Mid-Week Teens

 Sundays, 10:15am, Family Bible Hour

 Saturday, Dec. 5th, 10am-2pm, Birthday Party

 Mondays, 10am-2pm, Peace Quilters

 Saturday, Dec. 12th, 8:30am, Men’s Breakfast

 Tuesdays, Dec. 1, 8, 15, 22, & 29, 6:15pm, Bible Study

 Saturday, December 12th, 9am, Church Decorating

 Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9, & 16, 6pm, Mid-Week Supper

 Friday, Dec. 18th, 6pm, Youth Party @ Ms. Dani’s

 Wednesdays, Dec. 2, 9, & 16, 7pm, Advent Service

 Wednesday, Dec. 24th, 7pm, Christmas Eve Worship

 Wednesdays, Dec. 2, & 16, 8pm, Choir Practice

 Wednesday, Dec. 31st, 7pm, New Year’s Eve Worship

 Thursdays, Dec. 3, 10, & 17, 10:30am, Bible Study
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I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow penned his famous poem turned Christmas carol
in 1863. The years leading up to the writing of the verses had been filled with
pain and tragedy for the poet. His country had entered into civil war, his wife
had died after her dress had caught on fire, his hands had been severely burned
(from trying to save his wife), and his son had been wounded in battle. Longfellow masterfully captured his sense of temporal despair, while remembering the
hope and faith that comes through the truth that is Christmas: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have
eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.” (John 3:16-17)
We despair as we see what is happening in our world today, but we too can rest in knowing that the
very baby born lowly in a manger died on the cross to save us all. “I have said these things to you, that
in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome
the world.” (John 16:33)
Christmas Bells

I HEARD the bells on Christmas Day
Their old, familiar carols play,
And wild and sweet
The words repeat
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
And thought how, as the day had come,
The belfries of all Christendom
Had rolled along
The unbroken song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Till ringing, singing on its way,
The world revolved from night to day,
A voice, a chime,
A chant sublime
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
Then from each black, accursed mouth
The cannon thundered in the South,
And with the sound
The carols drowned
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Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
It was as if an earthquake rent
The hearth-stones of a continent,
And made forlorn
The households born
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!
And in despair I bowed my head;
"There is no peace on earth," I said;
"For hate is strong,
And mocks the song
Of peace on earth, good-will to men!"
Then pealed the bells more loud and deep:
"God is not dead, nor doth He sleep;
The Wrong shall fail,
The Right prevail,
With peace on earth, good-will to men."
~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Page 7

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church
PO Box 13143
449 Millwood Circle
Phone: 501-851-4546
Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net

THE PURPOSE OF OUR EXISTENCE
Shepherd Of Peace exists to praise and glorify God. This
happens when we are faithful in reaching out to others with
the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in promoting growth in discipleship, and in performing acts of self-sacrificing love to all
people in Christ's name.

Shepeace.com

Sunday Schedule:
9:00 AM - Worship
10:15 AM - Family Bible Hour

There's a Place for You at SOP!

Special Days in December
12-2

Connor Smith (B, 10)

12-5

Morgan McDonald (B, 12)

12-8

Alec Bishop (B, 18)

12-9

Jim & Carolyn Drane (A, 9)

Marc & Cookie Higgins (A, 19)

12-11

Fred Lemons (B)

Kay Muray (B)

12-12

Karen Johnston (B)

12-14

Elaina Flakoll (B, 8)
Pat Wheat (B)

12-15

Mark Filter (B)

12-16

Jan Andrews (B)

12-21

Duanne Markman (B)

12-22

Mark & Jeanie Filter (A, 42)

12-24

Christmas Eve

12-25

Blessed Christmas Day
St. John, Apostle

12-28

12-31

Jim Drane (B)

New Year’s Eve
Janet Elwood (B)

