
That’s right!  One!  One what?  An athletic team that wins a championship game often 

chants, “We’re number one!”  In fact don’t we all, each one of us say that of our-

selves, in our own selfish pride, “I’m number one!”  You may very well have been on a 

winning team or set personal goals and accomplished them with great pride, but that 

doesn’t make any one of us ‘number one’.  Jesus makes us one!  St. Paul writes to the 

Ephesian Christians about Jews and Gentiles being ‘one’ in Christ!  In and through Je-

sus, the Gentiles are no longer strangers to the promise!  “But now in Christ Jesus 

you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  For He 

Himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down the dividing 

wall of hostility…so then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow 

citizens with the saints and members of the household of God.”  (Ephesians 2:13-14, 

19)   

    Eliza S. Alderson wrote a magnificent hymn, “Lord of Glory, You have bought us 

with Your lifeblood as the price, never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous 

sacrifice; and with that have freely given blessings countless as the sand to the un-

thankful and the evil with Your own unsparing hand.”  (LSB 851 vs. 1)  In Christ, we 

are united together into one Holy Christian Church, all believers; united by the sacrifi-

cial death of Jesus and His glorious resurrection from the grave!  We have been 

bought, redeemed, purchased, forgiven, united, made whole, made one!  This 

‘oneness’ is seen wherever Christians gather together around Word and Sacrament!  

The Early Church devoted themselves to the teaching of the apostles, fellowship, the 

breaking of bread and prayer.  (Acts 2:42)  The writer of Hebrews says, “Let us hold 

fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful.  

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not ne-

glecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, 

and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”  (Hebrews 10:24-25) 

    Let’s take a look at ourselves.  Are we ‘one’ at Shepherd of Peace?  Are we together 

doing the work our Lord has for us to do?  Are we worshiping together, communing 

together, praying together?  Are we ‘one’?  What comfort it is to know that Jesus nev-

er leaves us, even when we leave each other, or when we leave Him.  He is always 

ONE! 
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there to forgive, renew, comfort and strengthen us!  Christian friends, I beseech you 

to talk to one another in love, even about the things you disagree about.  Talk to the 

Directors or Lay-Ministers about what troubles you, what saddens you, the joys and 

blessings at SOP!  Talk about what is going well in the church, and what isn’t.  Share 

with them your concerns.  But most of all, I urge you to return to worship with your 

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, return to the communion rail to receive often the 

most precious Body and Blood of Jesus given and shed for you for the forgiveness of 

your sins.  In Word and Sacrament, Christ lives in us, both individually and collectively.  

Then we truly are, “One in Christ!”  Again we sing, “Lord of Glory, You have bought 

us with Your lifeblood as the price, never grudging for the lost ones that tremendous 

sacrifice.  Give us faith to trust You boldly, hope, to stay our souls on You; but, oh, 

best of all Your graces, with Your love our love renew.”  (LSB 851 vs. 4)  I look for-

ward to seeing you this Sunday! ~Rev. Timothy J. Henning, Vacancy Pastor 

We are thankful for the many volunteers  who over the years have given their time 

and talents to teaching Sunday School to the younger generations at Shepherd of 

Peace. As we begin the 2015-2016 school year, we are once again looking for those 

interested in teaching regularly or subbing for our various ages of Sunday School. We 

have had several previous years’ teachers move, so we need new people to step for-

ward. Please prayerfully consider giving your time to teaching the Word.  

If you are interested in volunteering, please make plans to attend the Sunday School 

Teacher/ Education meeting on Tuesday, August 4th at 7:00pm. Please contact Jeanie 

Filter (501-580-6975) for more information. 

ONE!  (Cont’d from page 1) 

2015-2016 Sunday School Teachers Needed 

“Finally, all of you, have 

unity of mind, 

sympathy, brotherly 

love, a tender heart, 

and a humble mind.”  

1 Peter  3:8  
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Lay Minister Peter Christiansen 

Acolyte Sarah Wray 

Ushers Marc Higgins & Michael Flakoll 

Lector F'lar Ausburn 

Communion Prep Flakoll & Ausburn 

Communion Assistant Tom Wray 

August Volunteers 

If you would like to volunteer to assist in our worship service in any capacity, 

please contact the church office (501-851-4546 or shepeace@sbcglobal.net) 



Throughout August, Shepherd of Peace will be collecting items for local elementary 

children and children in Syria.  The requested items needed are listed below and will 

also appear throughout the month in the bulletin. Donated items can be placed in 

the bin located in the Narthex. If you prefer to donate money to be used for the pur-

chase of these materials, please write “backpacks” on your check or envelope.  

We invite you to join us on Saturday, September 12th in the Fellowship Hall to as-

semble the items into backpacks that will be sent to our local elementary schools and 

to Lutheran World Relief’s Syria School Kit Mission. Additionally, we will be tying 

fleece blankets to give to the Maumelle Fire and Police Departments for victims dur-

ing emergency situations.  Mission backpacks and blankets will be purchased with 

help from Thrivent Financial. Thank you for being a blessing to our community and 

the world!    

Back-to-School Backpack Items Collected 

“A new commandment I 

give to you, that you love 

one another: just as I have 

loved you, you also are to 

love one another. By this 

all people will know that 

you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one 

another.”     John 13:34-35 
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LWR Backpack Kit Supplies  (to complete 1 kit) Local School Supply Needs 

4– 70 sheet wide/college ruled notebooks White glue sticks 

1– ruler #2 pencils 

1- small pencil sharpener Pencil bags & Mesh backpacks 

1– 2  1/2” eraser  1/2” binders w/ clear front  pocket 

1– box of 24/ 16 count crayons 3 prong folders 

1-pair of safety scissor Box of 24/16 count crayons 

5– unsharpened #2 pencils 1 subject spiral notebooks/ loose leaf papers 

5– black/ blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) Kleenex 



Thanks to the Shepherd of Peace congregation for allowing me to be our delegate to the 

2015 LCMS Mid-South District Convention.  The Convention was held June 26-28 in Mem-

phis, TN with the theme: “O God, our Help in ages past, our hope for years to come”.  The 

Synod representative for our Convention was Rev. Daniel Preus, Third Vice- President.  To 

recap the major business agenda: 

1.       District President – Pastor Rev. Dr. Roger Paavola was re-elected for another 3 year 

term as President.  He ran unopposed and was appointed by acclimation. 

2.       District Vice-Presidents – 1st Vice President= Rev. Chuck Neugebauer (Memphis), 

2nd Vice President=Rev. Jim Walter (Little Rock), 3rd Vice President=Rev. Paul Haas (Bella 

Vista), 4th Vice President=Rev. Richard Elseroad. 

3.       District Secretary – Rev. John Gierke (Conway) 

4.       District Board of Directors – In addition to the officers listed above, several other 

members of the Board of Directors were elected, including Shepherd of Peace’s very own 

Mark Higgins to a Lay Position. 

5.       Circuit Visitors – Rev. Kevin Conger (Jacksonville) was re-elected as the Circuit Visitor 

for our Little Rock North Circuit.  

Other business: 

1.       Our Little Rock North Circuit has fallen below the 1500 congregant minimum and 

therefore some re-alignment of congregations within the circuits was warranted.  Christ 

Lutheran in Little Rock was on the border between Little Rock North and Little Rock 

South.  It was proposed and approved that Christ Lutheran move from the Little Rock 

South Circuit to the Little Rock North Circuit.   

2.       Deacon Program/SMP Process – For several years, the Missouri Synod has supported 

a Licensed Deacon program to facilitate congregations or situations where small congrega-

tions could be fed Word and Sacrament without having a full ordained Pastor availa-

ble.  Based on action items from the Synod, that Licensed Deacon program may undergo 

some changes in the future that could result in some of those Licensed Deacons being 

“grandfathered” in or in some cases, formal education and ordination as SMP Pas-

tors.  More discussion on this item will occur at the Synod Convention in 2016. 

3.       Several District Bylaws were edited to comply with 2013 Synod Convention Resolu-

tions and Bylaw Amendments. 

 There were other numerous Overtures and Resolutions made, edited, declined, and ap-

proved during the Convention.  If you have questions or would like to know more about 

anything in particular, feel free to let me know.                                     (Cont’d on next page) 

Notes from the District Convention 

“And he  [Jesus] is the 

head of the body, the 

church. He is the 

beginning, the firstborn 

from the dead, that in 

everything he might be 

preeminent.” 

Col. 1:18  
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 One large take-away I learned from this District Convention and fellowship with other lay 

people and Pastors is that Shepherd of Peace is not in a unique situation.  Out of 129 congre-

gations in the Mid-South District, there are over 30 vacancies (no full time Pastor).  In several 

of those instances, the congregation is rural or otherwise very small with limited population 

and will most likely not be in a position to Call and have the ongoing expense of supporting a 

full-time Pastor.  In other cases, congregations are in transition, like Shepherd of Peace.  Sev-

eral congregations are also undergoing an Intentional Interim Minister program as well.  Each 

situation is unique and the District is actively engaged in working with all of those congrega-

tions to find their way forward.  Pastor Paavola has mentioned that he has participated in 

closing 3 congregations in his 3 year term and it is something he remains heartbroken 

about.  He and the District are dedicated to providing tools and assistance wherever they can 

to congregations in need.  One new tool the District has put into place is C.A.R. 

(Congregational Assessment Resource).  This new tool adds to the existing COMPASS study 

program that the District administers.  The new C.A.R. is an online tool designed to assist con-

gregations in identifying key factors in their ministry and mission and compare their activity 

with a registry of other congregations.  When working with the C.A.R., congregations will see 

how they compare to the average congregation throughout the nation.  C.A.R. will help iden-

tify key areas where attention is needed and desired to enhance the mission and ministry of 

our member congregations.  Shepherd of Peace leadership will be working with the District to 

get access to the new tool.  

 Thank you all again for allowing me to be our delegate.  In conclusion, I will leave you with 

the same scripture that Rev. Dr. Paavola shared with the delegates: 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to His great mercy, He 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 

the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for 

you.” (I Peter 1:3-4).  ~ Jason Smith, Board Director 

Our deepest sympathy goes out to the family and friends of DaLee Brown whom God called 

out of this veil of tears unto Himself at the age of 91 years, 4 months and 10 days, on July 

22, 2015.  Christian funeral service was held on July 24, 2015 at Roller Owens Funeral Home 

North Little Rock with interment at the Little Rock National Cemetery.  "Blessed are the 

dead who die in the Lord from now on.  Blessed indeed, says the Spirit, that they may rest 

from their labors and their deeds follow them."  (Revelation 14:13)   

Special thanks to Karen Johnston, Jerri Shertzer, Pat Wheat, and Esther Mahnken for 

providing a meal for the family following the service! 

…Notes (cont’d) 

With Sympathy  

“For as in one body we have 

many members, and the 

members do not all have 

the same function, so we, 

though many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually 

members one of another. “ 

Romans 12:4-5 
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Page 6 Newsletter Title 

August 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 

Worship, 9a 

Bible Hour, 10:15a 

3 

Quilters, 10a 

4 

SS/Ed Meeting, 7p 

5 6 

 

7 8 

9 

Worship, 9a 

Bible Hour, 10:15a 

10 

Quilters, 10a 

 

11 12 13 

Study, 10:30a 

14 15 

16 

Worship, 9a 

Bible Hour, 10:15a 

17 

Quilters, 10a 

18 19 20 

Study, 10:30a 

21 22 

23 

Worship, 9a 

Bible Hour, 10:15a 

LM/BoD/Henning 

24 

Quilters, 10a 

25 26 27 

Study, 10:30a 

28 29 

Men’s Brkfst, 

8:30a 

30 

Worship, 9a 

Bible Hour, 10:15a 

31 

Quilters, 10a 

     

 Sundays, 9am, Worship 

 Sundays, 10:15am, Family Bible Hour 

 Mondays, 10am-4pm, Peace Quilters 

 Thursdays, 10:30am, Bible Study 

 Tuesday, August 4, Education Meeting, 7:00pm 

 Sunday, August 23, BOD/LM Meeting w/ Rev. Henning, 11:15am 

 Saturday, August 29, Men’s Breakfast, 8:30am 

August Events 



Hopefully most of you know this already, but on Saturday, July 11th, several members of 

the SOP Leadership team visited with President Paavola, Circuit Visitor Conger, Pastor Chad 

Phillips, and several members of the leadership team from Trinity Lutheran Church in North 

Little Rock to discuss a potential 2 point parish arrangement between SOP and Trinity NLR.   

We are still in the infancy stages and do not have a lot to report, but you can expect future 

updates in the weekly communication e-mails, post service announcements, and the 

monthly newsletter as we progress forward. 

Below is a high level outline of the steps involved in forming a 2 Point Parish agreement.  

We are still in step #1 as Trinity is in the process of making their participation in discussions 

official through a voters' meeting scheduled for August 9th. 

Next Steps:  

1. Trinity will go back to congregation to evaluate options and decide to discuss further             

or not  

****Assuming Yes**** 

2. Representatives from the two congregations will meet regularly to iron out the de    

     tails of the arrangement 

       A. They will engage President Paavola, Pastor Conger, and Pastor Phillips in the  

       process 

3. The two sides will draw up an agreement 

4. BOTH congregations will vote on the agreement 

****Assuming Affirmative Vote**** 

5. The two sides will initiate a joint call process 

6. Candidate(s) will be presented to BOTH congregations for a vote 

Timeframe:  TBD??? 

PRAY=2015                                                                                                                    ~SOP BoD 

Mark your calendars for the following events happening in September at Shepherd 

of Peace. 

  September 6th: Youth/ Parent Meeting  (for 2016 NYG) 

  September 12th: Backpack Servant Event 

  September 13th: Sunday School Rally Day/ Potluck/ Voters’ Meeting 

  September 26th: Men’s Breakfast 

Pastoral Update 

Upcoming Happenings at Shepherd of Peace  

“Do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication 

with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God, 

which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard 

your hearts and your minds 

in Christ Jesus.”  

Philippians 4:6-7  
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PO Box 13143 

449 Millwood Circle 

Maumelle, Arkansas 72113 

Phone: 501-851-4546 

Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net 

Shepeace.com 

The Purpose of Our Existence 

Shepherd of Peace exists to praise and glorify God. This 

happens when we are faithful in reaching out to others 

with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in promoting growth in 

discipleship, and in performing acts of self-sacrificing 

love to all people in Christ's name. 

Sunday Schedule: 

          9:00 AM      Worship 

          10:15 AM     Family Bible Hour 

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church 

8-27 Christy Rabeneck (B) 

 Jason Smith (B) 

8-28 Daniel Steiner (B) 

8-30 Rick Burris (B)  
 Jimmy Womack (B)   

8-4 Les & Kathy Browning (A,50) 

8-5 Marc Higgins (B) 

8-11 Peter & Phyllis Christiansen (A,37) 

8-14 Mark Bowen (B) 

 Kenn Flemmons (B) 

8-15 Rick & Kathie Burris (A,35) 

8-16 Jerri Shertzer (B) 

8-17 Carley Flakoll (B,4) 

8-18 Kathy Browning (B) 

 Esther Mahnken (B) 

8-19 Jeremy & Dani Ausburn (A,15) 

 Tony & Tracy Wray (A, 20) 

8-20 Kenn & Mari Flemmons (A,33) 

8-21 Briana Gebhardt (B) 

8-25 Jeannie Filter (B) 

Special Days in August 

There's a Place for You at SOP! 


