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Watch the Cross!
Holy week begins next week and it is full of special services that will make your Easter
worship even more meaningful. We will add a visual in the Narthex to hopefully make the
services more understandable for the children (and everyone else). We encourage you to
watch the cross. Talk about it with your children as it changes during Holy Week.
The cross is made from an old Christmas tree that was used at Shepherd of Peace.
That is to help us remember that it is the baby, whose birth we celebrated at Christmas, who
will be completing His earthly mission during Holy Week. Use the cross to help your children make this Christmas/Easter connection. Then on Palm Sunday the cross will be decorated with palm branches as we wave our palms to help us remember
Christ’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem. On Maundy Thursday the cross
will be draped in purple. The bread and wine of the Last Supper will be
visible as we recall the night when Christ instituted the supper where even
today we partake of His body and blood. On Good Friday the cross will
be draped in black. The crown of thorns hanging on it is a solemn reminder of Christ’s suffering and death. It’s OK to let your children touch the
thorns carefully if you think this would help to make the remembrance
more real for them.
Then Easter Sunday comes and it’s your turn. Once again we will decorate the cross
with flowers from your garden. Everyone is encouraged to scope out a few special blooms
and cut them Sunday morning to bring to church to add to the Easter cross. There will be
floral wire and tape available so that you can attach your floral offerings to the cross. If you don’t have any flowers blooming (we
know it is early this year), then ask a neighbor for a bloom or two
(It’s a good opening to ask the neighbor to join you for worship as
well!) Purchased flowers are fine too if you don’t have anything
blooming, but we only need one or two flowers from each person.
Do your part to make the narthex bloom to symbolize the new life
we have because of Christ’s death and resurrection.

A n i m a l S h e l t e r S e rv a n t E v e n t
Our Maumelle Animal Shelter Servant Event was rescheduled for April, so SOP
Youth invite all kids and grown-ups to our April servant event on April
11th for the Maumelle Animal Shelter. We will be baking dog treats and
making t-shirt rope toys from 12:30pm-2:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. We
hope you will join us in celebrating togetherness, getting a little messy,
and reaching out to help our furry friends!
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Special points of interest:

 Holy Week observances
begin Sun., Mar. 29th (see
calendar for details)
 Deadline to sign-up for
Thrivent day at the park is
April 24th. See Ed for details
 Cake reception in honor of
24 years of SOP, Sun., April
24th

Inside this issue:

Noel! Noel!

2

April Volunteers

2

April Calendar

3

The Shepherd’s Voice

Page 2

Noel! Noel! God’s Done it Again!
I love reading the various messages that appear on church signs. Some time ago I saw a
church sign that said, “The Birds are Back; The Grass is Green; God’s Done It Again!”
Certainly with the coming of Spring come the singing of birds; the blooming of dogwoods,
daffodils and other flowering trees and flowers; and the brown grass comes back to life
turning a plush green! It happens every year! It’s really an awesome occurrence that we
witness every year, however, there is more to that church marquee’s message. God’s done
it again! It is God who creates, renews, resurrects, and forgives! He does it all in Jesus! God sent forth His only begotten Son to die on the cursed cross. On Good Friday we vividly see our suffering and crucified Jesus, who cries out
with a loud voice, “It is finished!” He bows His head and dies! His body is taken down from the grave and placed in
an empty tomb wrapped in burial cloths and a stone rolled in front of the opening. Then just as Jesus came into the
world in the fullness of time born of a virgin; Jesus bursts forth from the grave on Easter morning! The stone is rolled
away as the Father raises Jesus from death to life! The words spoken by angels to the women who came to anoint
Jesus’ body attest to that. “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen;
He is not here. See the place where they laid Him. But go, tell His disciples and Peter that He is going before
you to Galilee. There you will see Him, just as He told you.” (Mark 16:6-7)
Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! God’s done it again! As Jesus outgrew His swaddling clothes, His
burial cloths also could no longer conceal Him! Jesus rose from the grave and He lives forever! Because He lives, all
who believe in Jesus will live also! Jesus says, “I am the Resurrection and the Life. He who believes in Me will
live, even though He dies; and whoever lives and believes in Me will never die.” (John 1:25-26) That’s a miracle! That is awesome! God has done it again! God continues to do it again and again in your life as you confess your
sins and receive forgiveness! God continues to do it again and again in your life as you remember and live your baptism! God continues to do it again and again in your life as you receive the body and blood of Christ in Holy Communion given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins! God’s doing is Jesus living in you!
The First Noel, sung during the Christmas season announces the birth of Jesus!
Could that same Noel announce to the world the resurrection of Jesus?
Noel! Noel! Death has been vanquished! Hallelu!
Noel! Noel! Noel! Noel! Risen is Jesus Christ! Hallelu!
God’s done it again! Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Halleluiah! A most
blessed Easter to all of you and your families! ~ Rev. Henning, Vacancy Pastor
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Choir, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Maundy Thurs.
Worship, 7p

8

9

5

6

7

Worship, 9a
Brunch, 10:15a
Hunt, 10:45a

Quilters, 10a

Jr. Conf., 4:30p

12

13

14

15

16

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a
Meeting. 10:10a

Quilters, 10a

Jr. Conf., 4:30p

Choir, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

19

20

21

22

23

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Jr. Conf., 4:30p

26

27

28

Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

Quilters, 10a

Jr. Conf., 4:30p
SOP 24 YEARS!

Good Friday,
Worship, 7p

10

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

11
Servant Event,
12:30p-2:30p

EASTER

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

29

17

18

24

25
Breakfast, 8:30a

30
Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

A pr i l Eve n t s


Sundays, 9:00am, Worship



Sundays, 10:15am, Family Bible Hour



Mondays, 10am-4pm, Peace Quilters



Tuesdays, 4:30pm, Jr. Confirmation II



Wednesdays, April 1 & 15, 7pm, Choir Practice



Thursdays, 10:30am, Bible Study



Thursdays, 6pm, Mid-Week Teens



Saturday, April 11, 12:30pm, Servant Event for
Shelter Dogs



Sunday, April 12, 10:10am, Confirmation Meeting
for Confirmands and Parents, Sanctuary



Saturday, April 25, 8:30am, Men’s Breakfast

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church

PO Box 13143
449 Millwood Circle
Maumelle, Arkansas 72113

THE PURPOSE OF OUR EXISTENCE
Shepherd of Peace exists to praise and glorify God.
This happens when we are faithful in reaching out to
others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in promoting
growth in discipleship, and in performing acts of self
-sacrificing love to all people in Christ's name.

Phone: 501-851-4546
Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net

Sunday Schedule:
9:00 AM
Worship
10:15 AM Family Bible Hour

There's a Place for You at SOP!

Shepeace.com

S p e c i a l Days i n Ap r i l
4-3

Robert & Kimberly Tschiemer (A, 23)

4-8

Geoffrey Flemmons (B, 19)

4-9

Evan McDonald (B, 13)

4-16

Tom Wray (B)
Mary Yount (B)

4-18

Keeley Ausburn (B, 13)

4-22

Adrianna Womack (B, 4)

4-25

Helga Killion (B)

4-28

Shepherd of Peace (A, 24)

4-29

Ashley Davenport (B)

