The Shepherd’s Voice
For a Godly Church
Leadership may determine the church’s level, but you and I determine her
character. Someone has suggested: If the church grows, it is because your
attendance is regular and you invite and bring friends regularly. If it is an
active church, it is because you are committed to her ministries and give
your time and influence to them. If it is a Scriptural church, it is because
you insist on nothing short of Biblical preaching and teaching. If it is a
friendly church, it is because you are friendly. You take the initiative to
meet and greet new and old alike each week. If it is a soul-winning church,
it is because you are a soul winner and you are interested in bringing others
to Christ. If it is an educated church, it is because you attend the Family
Bible Hour and other educational opportunities and desire to learn the Bible. If it is a giving church, it is because you give, not just of your tithes
and offerings but of your God-given abilities and time.
Let’s work at making the church that kind of church. It takes all of us
working together with our leaders and with each other. Our concern for
others must be evident, and our burden for a lost world must have top priority.

Shepherd of Peace
Lutheran Church

March 2015

Special points of interest:



Mid-Week Lenten Supper &
Service continues through
March



March Servant Event, March
14th, 12:30pm



Voters’ Meeting scheduled for
Marc h 15th, 11:15am

— Originally published in “The Shepherd’s Voice,” Volume 20, Issue 2,
2010
Inside this issue:

Family Bible Hour Volunteers Needed

Lamb of God

2

Shepherd of Peace is in need of Family Bible Hour teachers for elementary aged
children. We are currently unable to offer age appropriate study to these children
during Family Bible Hour, and, as a result, they end up either skipping bible hour
or attending the pre-school aged class. This limits their growth, limits their parents’ ability to attend study, and puts a lot of pressure on the wonderful Barbara
Tilley, who is single-handedly teaching everyone under 11 years old.

Servant Event

3

Visit

3

Volunteers

4

Prayerfully consider helping us fulfill the mission of teaching our children the
Word, so that the next generation will know who they are in Christ and what it
means to be a child of God.

Shepherd’s Flock

5

March Events

6

The curriculum is easy to follow and ready to go. Contact Jeanie Filter (501-5806975) or the church office (501-851-4546).

Mid-Winter Retreat 7
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Lamb of God
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. Grant us Thy peace.
We sing the Agnus Dei (Lamb of God) just prior to receiving the blessed Sacrament of Holy Communion, confessing together that Jesus, God’s Son, is truly the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world, our sin,
my sin! John the Baptist pointed his followers to the Lamb of God! The Apostles and Evangelists bear witness
of Him, who suffered, was crucified, who died, was buried and who was raised again on the third day! Just as
the blood of the Passover lamb was smeared on the doorposts of the children of Israel, protecting them from the
angel of death, the evening before leaving Egypt, it is the blood of the paschal Lamb shed for us on the cross,
that which we partake of in Holy Communion, and that which cleanses us from all sin; that protects us as we
travel our journey to the promised land in faith! A Lenten hymn puts it in these words: “Not all the blood of
beasts on Jewish altars slain, could give the guilty conscience peace or wash away the stain. But Christ
the Heavenly Lamb, takes all our sins away; a sacrifice of nobler name and richer blood than they.”
Throughout the church year, but especially during Lent our meditation, devotion, and focus is Jesus who suffered, was flogged, beaten, spat upon, mocked, crucified on a cross, and who died for being the Son of God!
Like a lamb is silent while being shorn, so Jesus did not open His mouth; He didn’t walk away; He didn’t flee.
This is why He came into the world, to save sinners! Jesus is our Substitute, our Savior, indeed the very Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world!

Let us ponder together, dear friends, the sacrifice made on our behalf, this Lenten season, so that Holy Week and
Easter is a blessed celebration for all! Worship with us on Wednesday’s during Lent (supper at 6:00 and service
at 7:00). Join us for Palm Sunday worship with a Procession of Palms in proclaiming with one voice that Jesus
is King and comes to save us, the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. I wish all of you a
‘blessed’, Lenten journey! Rev. Timothy J. Henning, V acancy Pastor

March 29
April 2
April 3
April 5

Palm Sunday*
Maundy Thursday (Stripping of the altar)
Good Friday (Service of Darkness)
Easter: Rejoice & Be Glad!
Breakfast and Egg Hunt

9:00 am
7 pm
7 pm
9:00 am
10:15am

*service will begin outside and process into sanctuary, weather permitting
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Servant Event: Having Fun with a Purpose
SOP Youth invite all kids and grown-ups to our March servant event on March 14th for the
Maumelle Animal Shelter. We will be baking dog treats and making t-shirt rope toys from
12:30pm-2:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. We hope you will join us in celebrating togetherness,
getting a little messy, and reaching out to help our furry friends!

Rev. & Carol Martin’s Visit
The weekend of February 14th and 15th was more than just an ordinary Valentine’s Day weekend! A number of
SOP Directors, Lay Ministers and spouses set aside some time to fete Pastor Jim Martin and his wife, Carol, while
they spent that weekend with us. He is now in prayer, as hopefully we are too, that God has brought both him and
us together to advance His ministry in Maumelle.
I picked them up at the Little Rock Airport just before noon on Saturday. We stopped by the LR Visitors’ Center
on East Capital Avenue to pick up some pamphlets and maps, and then on to lunch at Dixie Café. After a short
tour of Little Rock we made our way to Maumelle to check them into their hotel room at the Hampton Inn. I then
touched base with Jason and Carol Smith who had a tour of Maumelle planned, and also had lined up a couple of
leased properties to show them.
By 4:30 the Leadership converged on Shepherd of Peace to show the Martins our beautiful sanctuary and to allow
Pastor Jim a chance to meet and talk with our directors and Lay Ministers. After that meeting we adjourned to
“Cock of the Walk” for a fried catfish supper.
Sunday brought the special blessing of our worship service conducted by Pastor Jim.
It also became apparent that if God sees fit to bring him into our midst as an Intentional Interim Minister (IIM), we will need to add a height extension to our pulpit! Ken
Quimby assured us all that our altar furniture came with a lifetime warranty!
Now it was the congregation’s turn to shine; and shine we did! What a delicious
“picnic” potluck was held after our Family Bible Hour! Many of us stepped up by
bringing marvelous side dishes and desserts to supplement sandwich fixings provided by the church. People had a
great time visiting with each other as well as introducing themselves to Pastor and Carol.
The Martins spent a good portion of Sunday afternoon with the Smiths and a realtor friend of theirs looking at additional rental properties. This culminated in supper at Casa Mexicana during which it became apparent that inclement weather was going to prevent them from flying back to Cleveland, OH, on Monday morning as planned.
Providing some serious down-time at the hotel Monday was undoubtedly part of God’s plan because it certainly
wasn’t in our plan! The unexpected blessing from all of this was that the Flakoll family was able to join the Leadership group Monday night for supper at the Filters. They were able to meet and talk with the Martins face to face
which they thought was not in the cards due to a previously scheduled visit with out-of-town family.
The weather on Tuesday morning was much more conducive to commercial flights out of Little Rock National
Airport, so the Martins took their leave of us, and arrived safely in Cleveland even a bit ahead of schedule.
On behalf of your SOP Leadership I want to thank everyone who was a part of our Valentine’s Weekend Showcase. I think Pastor and Carol saw a still vibrant congregation in action, and were able to catch a
glimpse of what their ministry in our midst might look like. Now, please join your Directors
and Lay Ministers in praying earnestly about this situation. Let your Heavenly Father know
where you stand concerning us locking arms with Pastor Martin to build up our ministry here in
this place the God has located us. ~ Mark Filter
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Volunteers for March
Lay Minister

Peter Christiansen

Acolyte

Keeley Ausburn

Ushers

F. Cates & J. Smith

Lector

Mari Flemmons

Communion Prep

Ausburn & Flakoll

Communion Assistant

Ken Quimby

Altar Flowers and Easter Lilies
We still have some week open in 2015 for altar flower dedications. This is a great way to celebrate birthdays,
baptismal birthdays, anniversaries, or to honor someone special. Arrangements are $35.00. Checks should be
made to Karen Johnston.
The Easter Lily Sign-up sheet can also be found on the bulletin board for anyone who
would like to purchase lilies for our Easter service. Cost is $10.00. Payment is needed
before Palm Sunday (March 29th).

Travelers Game and Picnic Friday May 1st
The Heartland AR Chapter of Thrivent Financial will again sponsor a Travelers game and picnic at Dickey
Stevens Park. It is scheduled for Friday, May 1st. Reservations must be made by April 24th.
The $5 cost includes an all you can eat picnic and tickets to the Travelers and Springfield Cardinals ballgame. Menu consists of BBQ sandwiches, chicken breasts, burgers, hot dogs, bratwurst, sausages and all the trimmings. You don’t have to be a Thrivent member to attend.
Contact Ed Helmstetter at 851-8370 (leave a message if no one answers) or email
ed.helmstetter@sbcglobal.net. You can also request tickets for the event by contacting Karl
Zeh at (501) 835-2029 or karlzeh@gmail.com. Or just contact Dani at the church office. ~Ed
Helmstetter

SOP Relay for Life Team
FORMING NOW!
Register at relayforlife.org
Contact Laura Quimby for more information at (501)590-9140
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Shepherd’s Flock (getting to know His sheep): The Helmstetters
Ed was born and raised in Minnesota. He graduated in 1964 and went to one
year of college. He dropped out to enlist in the Air Force. Following basic
training and tech school in Texas, he spent 18 months on Guam and the rest of
his enlistment at Duluth, Minnesota. He was a communications center specialist (commonly known as teletype operator). Ed is now retired and likes to play
with his old car.

Beth was born and raised in Wisconsin and graduated in 1969. Following graduation she attended Tech school in Rice Lake, WI and one year of college in
Ankeny, Iowa. Beth is an accomplished seamstress and quilter.
According to Beth, they first met when Ed was on the roof of a mobile home helping Beth’s cousin
reseal it (and didn’t see each other for 18 months after). Ed remembers the
first meeting about a year later (for Ed it was love at first sight). They were
married May 1971, two years after their first meeting.
Ed was working as a computer operator for Lutheran Brotherhood in Minneapolis and Beth in the office of an insurance agent when their first daughter
was born. Beth quit her outside job to be a stay at home mom.
Ed took a new job in Thorpe, WI, and they were there when their second
daughter was born.
Ed changed jobs several times and they lived in Madison, WI, Minneapolis
(again) and Albany, NY before transferring to the Little Rock area and settling in Maumelle in 1993. They’ve lived here for over 20 years. Previously
the longest they lived in any one place had been 6 years. As hard as it is for
Yankees to admit, Arkansas has become home some of the time.
They visited Shepherd of Peace about 7 months after they moved to Maumelle. They were invited to go
to a Valentine’s dinner outing where they enjoyed the company of the others attending. They joined the
church soon after. Both have been active serving in multiple different positions, Beth as Sunday school
teacher, kitchen coordinator, altar support as well as ad hoc committees and Ed on church council as
Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Stewardship and Executive Director. They both sing in the choir.
They moved to Maumelle as empty nesters. Shelly, their oldest daughter, met her husband in New
York and still lives in the Rochester area. She and Tim Hahm were married the year after Ed and Beth
moved here. Shelly home schools their 3 children. The oldest, Betsy, is 17 and is a junior. Ben is 13
and in 8th grade. He will be confirmed this May. And Abby is 10 in 4th grade. All are active in their
church and other extra-curricular activities. Amy, their younger daughter, graduated from high school
the week before they moved here. She started college in Milwaukee
about a month later. She met her husband while in Milwaukee and they
were married here in North Little Rock. She and Mark Kohlstedt live in
Verona, WI with their two children. Kyle is 12 and attends middle
school as a sixth grader. Alli is 10 and attends elementary school in 5th
grade.
Ed and Beth are considering moving back north to be closer to their relatives, “especially” their grandchildren.
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March 2015
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

1
2
Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

3

4

5

6

7

Jr. Conf., 4:30p Supper, 6p
Service, 7p
Choir, 8p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

8
9
Spring Forward
Quilters, 10a
Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

10

12

13

Jr. Conf., 4:30p Supper, 6p
Service, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

14
Servant Event,
12:30p-2:30p

15
16
Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Bible Hour, 10:15a
Meeting, 11:20a

17

19

20

21

Jr. Conf., 4:30p Supper, 6p
Service, 7p
Choir, 8p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

22
23
Worship, 9a
Quilters, 10a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

24

26

27

28

29
30
PALM SUNDAY Quilters, 10a
Worship, 9a
Bible Hour, 10:15a

31

11

18

25

Jr. Conf., 4:30p Supper, 6p
Service, 7p

Study, 10:30a
Teens, 6p

Breakfast, 8:30a

Jr. Conf., 4:30p

March Events


Sundays, 9:00am, Worship



Thursdays, 10:30am, Bible Study



Sundays, 10:15am, Family Bible Hour



Thursdays, Mar. 5, 19, 26, 6pm, Mid-Week Teens



Mondays, 10am-4pm, Peace Quilters



Sunday, Mar. 8, Daylight Savings Time



Tuesdays, 4:30pm, Jr. Confirmation II



Saturday, Mar. 14, 12:30pm, Servant Event for



Wednesdays, Mid-Week Lenten Supper, 6pm



Wednesdays, Mid-Week Lenten Service, 7pm



Sunday, Mar. 15, 11:20am, Voters’ Meeting



Wednesdays, Mar. 4 & 18, Choir Practice



Saturday, Mar. 28, 8:30am, Men’s Breakfast

Shelter Dogs
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LINK in Love
2015 Mid-Winter Youth Retreat

The Mid-Winter Retreat weekend was full of growth and fun! God
blessed us with beautiful weather for our hike and servant projects,
but we didn’t forget it was mid-winter as we worshipped together in
the very cold mornings and evenings! And which of the 10 youth
groups at Lutheran Camp came home with a puppy? Well, SOP did,
of course! God is so good!

Shepherd of Peace
PO Box 13143
449 Millwood Circle
Maumelle, Arkansas 72113
Phone: 501-851-4546
Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net

THE PURPOSE OF OUR EXISTENCE

Shepeace.com

There's a Place for You at SOP!

Shepherd Of Peace exists to praise and glorify God.
This happens when we are faithful in reaching out to
others with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, in promoting
growth in discipleship, and in performing acts of selfsacrificing love to all people in Christ's name.
Sunday Schedule:
9:00 AM Worship
10:15 AM Family Bible Hour

Special Days in March
3-3
3-4
3-6
3-8
3-10
3-12
3-13
3-14
3-17
3-18
3-19
3-20

3-21

Fred Bishop (B)
George Heintzen III (B)
Savannah Wray (B, 18)
Kyle Estes (B)
Daylight Savings Time Begins
Jimmy & Mary Womack (A,9)
Dalee Brown (B)
Jerry Geddes (B)
Dale Palmer (B)
Jeanette Hurley (B)
Sarah Shepherd (B, 15)
St. Patrick’s Day
Andrea & George Heintzen III (A, 14)
Beth Helmstetter (B)
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
Jerry & Linda Geddes (A, 34)
First Day of Spring
Teresa Creasman (B)
Carol Smith (B)

3-23
3-25
3-26
3-29
3-30

Mark Bird (B)
Annunciation of Our Lord
Matthew Fortner (B,1)
Palm Sunday
Christian Holt (B, 15)

