
When the people finished reading the words of confession in worship, Pastor  
Steve faced the people with his arms raised for blessing and declared: “As a 
called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce that God says, ‘That’s okay. 
No problem. You should be sorry. Don’t ever do that again. I forgive you, but I 
don’t want anything to do with you! Go in peace.’” 

The people froze, too shocked to move or speak. Pastor continued, “What’s the 
matter? Isn’t that the way you forgive one another? But you don’t expect God to 
forgive you that way!” Then he immediately began his sermon on forgiving oth-
ers as God has forgiven you. After preaching, he properly comforted the people 
with God’s forgiveness. 

Six weeks later, a young couple approached him. “Pastor Steve, we want to 
thank you for changing the culture in our home,” the wife said, smiling. 

“Uh, what do you mean?” 

The husband explained, “Last week my wife and I had a fight in the kitchen. But 
we made up in the new way you taught us,. Instead of stuff like, ‘I’m sorry if I 
hurt you’ and ‘that’s ok,’ we used the new language your taught us. You know, 
things like, ‘I confess’ and ‘I forgive you because Christ died for me.’” 

His wife continued, “That’s right, Pastor, we’re learning to live rec-
onciliation in our family. It’s a whole new lifestyle for us.” 

A Christian’s response to a confession should not reflect the 
world’s way of dealing with conflict. Sin is never ‘okay.’ Sin is 
never ‘no problem.’ There’s only one cure for sin: Forgiveness 
through Christ. God forgives us because Christ paid for the full 
price of our sins. He even forgives our poor ways of responding to others who 
say to us, “I’m sorry.” 

Fruit of our repentance is demonstrated when we learn to say, “I forgive you be-
cause Christ forgave me.” 

At times, we take our reconciliation to God for granted. 
In worship, we praise God for restoring our relationship 
through Christ, but then we act or speak in ways like non-
believers in the daily activities of our lives. 

Reconciliation is not simply an event. We can recall spe-
cific miracles of reconciliation, ranging from Christ dying 
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on the cross to tearful moments of exchanging confession and forgiveness. But living 
reconciliation means much more than certain memorable events. 

To cultivate lifestyles of reconciliation means to live our lives in such a way to reflect 
Christ in everything we say or do. When we sin (an we do so daily), we repent, con-
fessing our failures to God and others. When relationships are broken, we quickly go 
to others to reconcile. We others sin against us, we forgive as God forgave us.  

Praise God for His love shown to us: “While we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” (Romans 5:8b) 

 

Adapted from Cultivating Lifestyles of Reconciliation, a new resource from Ambassadors of Reconciliation. 2009. 
All rights reserved. Used by permission. Visit www.hisaor.org to learn more about Ambassadors of Reconciliation.  

Subscriptions are being taken now for the 2015 Lutheran Witness.  If you would like 
to continue to receive or begin to receive a copy of the Witness, write your name on 
the sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board.  All subscriptions are due by January 
18th, but payment can be made to the church after that date. Please place  a check 
for $15.00 in your 2015 offering envelop for Lutheran Witness, and put it in the of-
fering plate.  Make checks payable to Shepherd of Peace, and they will bill the 
church directly.  If you have questions regarding Lutheran Witness, contact the 
church office. 
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Lutheran Witness Subscriptions  

2015 Offering Envelopes  
The 2015 offering envelopes can be found on the table in the Narthex. If you do not 
have envelopes assigned to you, but would like some, please speak with Carol Smith 
or one of our directors. Please note your new envelope number will most likely differ 
from 2014.  “Each man should 

give what he has 

decided in his heart to 

give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, 

for God loves a 

cheerful giver. “ 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
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Shepherd of Peace will be going to Arkansas Skatium on Sunday, January 18th at 2:00 
pm. The both rinks are open from 2:00-5:00 pm. “Ultimate Admission” is $13 per per-
son and gives you admission and skate rental for both rinks.  For a complete price list 

for individual rink and skate rentals,  you can visit their website at 
arkansasskatium.com.  

Everyone is invited to this event! You are never too old or too 
young for an “All Skate!” For directions or carpooling, contact the 
church office. 

Let ’s Go Skating!  

SOP Christmas 2014  

Here are a few photos of  some of the ways SOP celebrated Jesus’s birthday in 2014! “And whatever you 

do, in word or deed, 

do everything in the 

name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father 

through him.” 

Colossians 3:17  
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THE PURPOSE OF OUR EXISTENCE 

Shepherd Of Peace exists to praise and glorify God. This happens 

when we are faithful in reaching out to others with the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, in promoting growth in discipleship, and in performing 

acts of self-sacrificing love to all people in Christ's name. 

Sunday Schedule: 

          8:00 AM - Traditional  Worship 

          9:15 AM - Family Bible Hour 

         10:30 AM - Blended Worship 

PO Box 13143 

449 Millwood Circle 

Maumelle, Arkansas 72113 

Phone: 501-851-4546 

Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net 
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