
 So many people are hurting these days.  Companies downsize, and jobs are lost.  
Retirees who looked forward to enjoying their grandchildren and traveling find their 
benefits are being cut when they need health care the most.  “For Sale” signs fill 
neighborhoods as lovely homes sit empty for want of buyers with purchasing power. 
And it’s Christmas – the season of giving! 
 
If our thoughts and desires are focused on things of this world, we could easily lose 
the joy of Christmas and its accompanying joy of giving.  If we’re looking for secu-
rity and pleasure from this world, we’ll find them fleeting, at best. 
 
From Adam and Eve to the present, God has known our need.  He has known how to 
give us security and eternal pleasure.  He gives joy in abundance through THE GIFT 
of His Son. 
 
Angels announced His birth with joyous singing from the heavens.  Shepherds ran to 
the stable and bowed in humble adoration.  Wise men from the East traveled far to 
bring Him their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  Joseph and Mary watched 
over Him with tender care, fleeing to Egypt in order to save the infant life. 
 
That life was saved until the right time, the time of God’s own choosing.  Just as 
God sent His Son “when the time had fully come” (Galatians 4:4), so He chose the 
time when Jesus would “lay [His life] down of [His] own accord” (John 10:18).  For 
us!  And He promised, “I give [you] eternal life, and [you] shall never perish; no one 
can snatch [you] out of My hand” (John 10:28). 
 
As Jesus gave His life for us, let us dedicate our lives to Him.  With true commit-
ment, let us sing, 

 
  Take my life and let it be 
  Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
  Take my moments and my days, 
  Let them flow in ceaseless praise, 
  Let them flow in ceaseless praise.   

The Gift 

Special points of interest: 

 Voters’ Meeting Decem-

ber 7th, 9:20am 

 Mid-week Advent services 

begin December 3rd.  

 Children’s Christmas 

Program, December 24th 
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Voters’ Meeting Scheduled 
The December Voters’ Meeting is scheduled for December 7th at 9:20am. This meet-
ing will include the election of the 2015 Board of Directors. If you would like to serve 
on the board or have a name you wish to submit, please contact Laura Quimby by 
phone or email (501-590-91490 or Oketokid@aol.com) 
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Advent, the first season in the church year, prepares us for the coming of our Savior, the  Lord Jesus Christ born 
into flesh, but it also prepares us for His coming once again. What a blessed time in our church to celebrate the 
hope, peace, joy, and love brought to us for our salvation!  

Shepherd of Peace has a long history of preparing our hearts for Christmas with  Mid-Week Advent worship 
each Wednesday leading to Christmas week. This year’s Mid-Week Advent services will focus on “The Carols 
of Christmas.” Each week we will have  an opportunity to explore the history of a familiar Christmas hymn and 
discover how its message points us to Christ and His redeeming love.  Our hymn themes, 
include:  

  “Behold a Branch is Growing”   December 3rd 
   “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”   December 10th 
    “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing!”  December 17th 

The series will conclude on Christmas Eve as Reverend Henning  focuses our attention on 
Luther’s hymn, “From Heaven Above to Earth  I Come.” Our children will also help us celebrate Christmas Eve 
with their Christmas program. 

These lay led services will begin at 7:00pm each Wednesday and will be preceded by a light supper in the fel-
lowship hall. Supper begins at 6:00pm and will be available until 6:45pm (or the food runs out). Everyone is in-
vited to drop in for a bite, even if you can’t stay for worship. Thank you to the Lay Ministers who will be leading 
us in our Mid-Week Advent services: Parrish Hurley, Marc Higgins, and Mark Filter,, as well as Rev. Henning 

for leading our Christmas Eve worship. Thank you also to groups providing our meals this year: 
SOP Board of Directors, The Lay Ministers, and SOP Youth. We are blessed and thankful to 

Church Decorating 

Mid-Week Advent Services & Suppers  

  8:00 10:30 

Lay Minister Marc Higgins Mark Filter 

Acolyte Keeley Ausburn Allison Tschiemer 

Ushers T. Wray & M. Higgins F. Cates & L. Quimby 

Lector Cookie Higgins Laura Quimby 

Comm. Prep Wheat & Mahnken Wilburn & Womack 

Comm. Assistant Peter Christiansen Michael Flakoll 

December Volunteers 

We will be decorating the church for the Christmas season on December 13th at 9:00am.  Everyone 
(including children and men) is encouraged to join in the fellowship opportunity.  Coffee, juice, and 
donuts will be served.   

In addition to the trees draped with Chrismons and lights, Shepherd of Peace’s members adorn the altar with poin-
settias every year in celebration of the birth of Jesus. You will find a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 
board if you would like to purchase a poinsettia for the altar.  The cost is $7.50 per plant, and the 
plants can be taken home after the Christmas Eve Service.  
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During the Mid-Arkansas LWML Zone Event on October 18, 2014, Esther was elected to serve as the LWML Zone 
President.  As the Zone President, she will be representing, not only Shepherd of Peace as the LWML contact per-
son, but will also be representing the area churches from Heber Springs to Hot Springs and Conway to Searcy (Mid-

Arkansas Zone).  She will also be representing the Zone on the LWML District Board.  
Very soon the Zone banner will be placed somewhere within our church where it will re-
main during the time she is serving as the Zone President.  She wishes to extend a personal 
thank you to all the women of the LWML for supporting her and prays that we, as Shepherd 
of Peace, will again become an active LWML supporter and start a group again.  A special 
thank you is extended to Jeanne Filter for attending the LWML Zone Event with Esther in 
October and her interest in the work of the LWML.    

Esther Mahnken Elected LWML Zone President 

Sunday School Notes 
The combined adult and children opening in the Fellowship Hall at 9:15am has been very successful due to the sup-
port of the adults and youth who lend their voices and two tireless volunteers, Clarice Wray and Veronica Shepherd!  
But, we need more children!  Parents are wanted too for the Adult Bible Study! Currently a great study of Daniel, led 
by Jerry Geddes, is taking place weekly; we would love to have more people add to the discussion. Esther and Leroy 
Mahnken have volunteered to keep the coffee flowing, and anonymous treat donors have left goodies for everyone.   

Chuck Fanderi, Barbara Tilley, Kara Weigand, Mark Bird, and Dani Ausburn are currently teaching and nurturing 
your children and youth every Sunday.  Please let them know how much you appreciate them. We will lose two Sun-
day School teachers very soon.  If you ever wanted to teach 5-7 year olds, or 8-10 year olds this is your opportunity.  
Help!  You are needed! 

Please come and enjoy the opening fellowship while singing songs praising God and learning more 
about Him! 

Concordia Technology Solutions will be doing away with the current web application Shepeace.com uses, as a result 
Shepherd of Peace will be unveiling a new website in the coming weeks. Additionally, we will begin using a new 
feature, Member Caller, which will give the board and the office an easy way to keep our members and friends up to 
date on any last minute changes, weather closures, and meeting reminders. (Member Caller is being funded by pri-
vate donors within the congregation.) With all these technological enhancements taking place, it is important that we 
have the most accurate information on our members and friends possible. That said, we ask you to 
login to our current website, shepeace.com, to make sure your address, email address, and phone 
number is correct. You can also email the office (shepeace@sbcglobal.net) with your updated infor-
mation or simply place the information on your Connection Card this Sunday morning. If you pre-
fer a number other than your home number (cell phone) to be the primary contact number, please 
contact the office by email or phone (851-4546) . 

Information Updates Requested 
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Personal Care Kits  

Mark your calendars, December 24th, Christmas Eve!  Your Sunday School children will celebrate the birth of Jesus 
as part of the Christmas Eve service.  Several adults, youth, and the choir will also participate!   Plan to join the chil-
dren in singing carols to the new born baby Jesus. If you would like to volunteer, have questions; please contact, 
Jeanie Filter, 580-6975. 

Christmas Eve Children’s Program 

Youth Christmas Celebration 
The SOP Youth Christmas Party will be held at Ms. Dani and Mr. Jeremy’s house (6 Ouachita Cove, Maumelle) on 
Friday, December 19th, from 6:00pm-8:30pm. All post-confirmation youth and confirmation youth are invited to 
attend. The party will include a “Dirty Santa” Exchange so be sure to bring a $10 wrapped present; it is a fun game 
you don’t want to miss. The youth will also be making blankets to share with others who are in need this winter. 
Food, Fellowship, Movies, and Fun! Contact Dani at 413-7698 if you have any questions. 

Thanks to all of you, we collected 14 personal care kits for the Care Van that was in Little 
Rock on November 7th and 8th.  These kits will be taken to Lutheran World Relief where 
they, with all the other kits, will be distributed to those who are need (i.e. areas of devasta-
tion both in the United States and overseas). We hope to do this again next year as a special 
mission contribution. 

Bunko Babes Christmas Party and Sign-up 
Bunko Babes will be celebrating Christmas with a Christmas Party and gift exchange at Evelyn Chagnon’s house 
(7004 Barberry St, North Little Rock) on December 16th at 6:00pm. Everyone is welcome to bring a $10 gift and 
attend this casual Christmas get together. While you are there, you can sign-up to be a part of next 
year’s Bunco Babe group which meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month at various member’s homes.  
Contact Evelyn Chagnon (851-1174) or Beth Helmstetter (851-8370) if you have any questions.  
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Dani, born in Chicago, was raised by her grandparents in the retirement community of 
Fairfield Bay, where her Lutheran family attended a little Methodist Church.  Dani was 
one of two “youth” in the church and was acolyte virtually every Sunday until she was 15. 
She spent most of her time studying, cheering, clogging, and hanging out with her friends. 
She stayed mostly out of trouble, focusing on plans to go to college and working to pay 
for her extra-curricular activities. Life was good, and she was pretty thankful for what she 
had, until her grandfather was diagnosed with lung cancer. He lasted through three months 
of radiation and chemo, but cancer took him just before Dani’s junior prom. The rest of 
her junior year and most of her senior year was a blur of mourning and trying to make 
sense of everything, but by the grace of a very good God, Danielle received full scholar-
ships to college and after transferring ended up at UCA studying English. That’s when she 
took a job working for Fairfield Communities, Inc. 

Jeremy was born and raised right here in Arkansas.  As a kid, he loved going next door to 
his grandparent’s house where he learned how to cook from his grandmother.  Growing up, he played soccer and 
joined both symphonic and marching band in high school.  Pathetically bored in high school and ever the rebel, Jere-
my skipped his senior year of high school chose to attend UCA and later ULAR. After a brief marriage, Jeremy 
found true love in a small boy that would forever change him. Jeremy and young F’lar moved to a duplex in 
Maumelle to live the bachelor’s life, together. It was during this time that his friend Josh (Jerry Geddes step-son) 
helped him get a job in IT at Fairfield Communities, Inc. 

It was there, at work one day, where Dani and Jeremy met.  The way Jeremy tells the story; he 
couldn’t help himself, and clandestinely stalked Dani for months, completely abusing his posi-
tion in IT to make sure “that gorgeous blonde” still worked there.  The way Dani tells it, she 
thought Jeremy and Josh were the same guy, but sometimes wore glasses and was much funnier 
(Jeremy didn’t wear glasses back then).  You can decide for yourself which version you like bet-
ter.  They were an unlikely couple, but thanks to vacation ownership and a cute little boy, every-
thing fell into place. 

Dani and Jeremy had dated for a few weeks when Jeremy invited her over to his house for a 
homemade meatloaf dinner (he still makes the best meatloaf). Jeremy didn’t introduce women to 
F’lar, but he couldn’t get F’lar to bed that night (there was meatloaf, after all). When Dani ar-
rived, F’lar was watching Toy Story in the living room.  Within minutes, she and F’lar were 
snuggled up in a chair, watching and talking about the movie.  Much to Jeremy’s surprise, that 

night F’lar asked his Daddy if “My Dani” could tuck him in, and they have been inseparable ever since.  Six months 
later, in August of 2000, they were married in a small rock chapel in Eureka Springs. 

According to doctors, medical problems had left Dani’s chances of ever giving birth very slim. God, however, had 
His own plans. By Jeremy and Dani’s first anniversary, Dani was a few months pregnant with a 
little girl.  A beautiful light that would shine on their lives and complete their family, Keeley Le-
nore was born in April 2002 (after giving her parents a bit of a scare during her delivery), and 
brought more joy and laughter into their home than they could have ever imagined. 

In 2004 Keeley and F’lar were baptized and Dani became a confirmed member of Shepherd of 
Peace.  Jeremy, a painfully private person, was afraid he wanted to join the church because of his 
relationship with the Pastor.  It wasn’t until several years later when the Pastor retired that Jere-
my felt called to be a part of Shepherd of Peace and joined as a confirmed member. 

All of us Ausburns feel like part of a much larger family now.  You are a large part of our story. 
You have prayed for us during our life changes, been grandmas, grandpas, aunts, and uncles to 
F’lar and Keeley, and have loved us through beautiful and ugly times. We are blessed to have 
each and every one of you in our family (Yes, even though you may drive us crazy, and we may 
annoy you to no end).  We are so very Thankful and humbled as we continue to grow in Christ at Shepherd of Peace 
with you.   ~Happy Christmas!! 
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Shepherd’s Flock (getting to know His sheep): The Ausburn’s 
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December 2014 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Quilters 

2 
Conf. II 

3 
Supper  

Worship 

Choir 

4 
Study 

Teens 

5 6 
Men’s Brkfst 

7 
Worship 

Study 

Meeting 

8 
Quilters 

9 
Conf. II 

10 
Supper  

Worship 

Choir 

11 
Study 

Teens 

12 13 

Decorating 

Parents Day Out 

14 
Worship 

Study 

15 
Quilters 

16 
Conf. II 

17 
Supper  

Worship 

Choir 

18 
Study 

 

19 
Youth Party 

20 

21 
Worship 

Study 

22 

 

23 24 
Christmas Eve 

Worship 

25 
Blessed 

Christmas 

26 27 

28 
Worship 

Study 

29 30 31 
New Year Eve 

Worship 

   

 Sundays, 8:00am & 10:30am, Worship 

 Sundays, 9:15am, Family Bible Hour 

 Mondays, 10am-4pm, Peace Quilters 

 Tuesdays, Dec. 2, 9, & 16, 4:30pm, Jr. Confirmation II 

 Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10, & 17, 6pm, Mid-Week Supper 

 Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10, & 17, 7pm, Advent Service 

 Wednesdays, Dec. 3, 10,  & 17, 8pm, Choir Practice 

 Thursdays, Dec. 4, 11, & 18, 10:30am, Bible Study 

 Thursdays, Dec. 4 & 11, 6pm, Mid-Week Teens 

 Sunday, Dec. 7th, 9:20am, Voters’ Meeting 

 Saturday, Dec. 6th, 8:30am, Men’s Breakfast 

 Saturday, December 13th, Church Decorating 

 Saturday, Dec. 13th, 10am, Youth Fundraiser 

 Friday, Dec. 19th, 6pm, Youth Party @ Ms. Dani’s 

 Wednesday, Dec. 24th, 7pm, Christmas Eve Worship 

 Wednesday, Dec. 31st, 7pm, New Year’s Eve Worship 



Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child, 
Make thee a bed, soft, undefiled, 
Within my heart, that it may be 
A quiet chamber kept for Thee. 

My heart for very joy doth leap, 
My lips no more can silence keep,  
I too must sing, with joyful tongue, 
That sweetest ancient song,  

Glory to God in highest heaven, 
Who unto man His Son hath given 
While angels sing with pious mirth. 
A glad new year to all the earth! 

    -A Prayer, Martin Luther 

Mission Offering for LWML 
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The purple LWML (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) mission offering boxes that were given out in Octo-
ber are an ongoing project.  These mission boxes can be filled with change then brought to church, as a special 
offering to the LWML mission outreach. These monies are used for mission projects within the 
Mid-South District, the Missouri Synod, and throughout the world. After a filled box is turned in, 
a receipt letter with the amount of donation, will be given to you along with another box so that 
you can keep on contributing to missions.  Thank you for your participation in this ongoing mis-
sion outreach through the LWML.   

SOP Youth (with help from Thrivent Financial) is hosting “A Birthday Celebration For Jesus.” Lim-
ited spaces are still available for our one day, VBS style Parents’ Day Out which will be held Satur-
day, December 13th from 10am-3pm. The youth have been very busy preparing for this fundraising 

event and are looking forward to sharing the news of our Savior’s birth with the area chil-
dren. Cost is $5 per/ hour per child. Lunch and snack is provided, and all proceeds will go 
toward SOP Youth’s 2016 NYG trip to New Orleans, LA. See Dani for registration forms. 
Deadline for registration is December 8th! 

Birthday Celebration for Jesus: Parents’ Day 

In November, Shepherd of Peace honored our long time members, Bob and Mary Kling with a going away get 
together. Many people turned out for the fun and fellowship. Bob and Mary, who have been members of Shep-
herd of Peace since 1991, are headed for a new adventure as they move to Colorado to be closer to their son and 
daughter-in-law.  

Special thanks to Peter and Phyllis Christiansen, Jerri Shertzer, and Karen Johnston for putting this farewell to-
gether, and thank you to Misti Sweere who made a beautiful (and tasty) cake for the event. We will miss you, 
Bob & Mary!! 

A Farewell to Bob & Mary 



Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church 

12-27   Robert Castleberry (B) 
   St. John, Apostle 
12-28    Jim Drane (B) 
   Marc & Cookie Higgins (A, 18) 
12-31   New Year’s Eve 
   Janet Elwood (B) 

12-2 Connor Smith (B, 9) 
12-5   Morgan McDonald (B, 11) 
12-6   Will Creasman (B) 
12-8   Alec Bishop (B, 17) 
12-9   Jim & Carolyn Drane (A, 8) 
12-11   Fred Lemons (B) 
12-12   Karen Johnston (B) 
12-14   Elaina Flakoll (B, 7) 
   Kathy Heintzen (B) 
   Pat Wheat (B) 
12-15   Mark Filter (B) 
12-16   Jan Andrews (B) 
12-17   Dave Schroeder (B) 
12-21   Duanne Markman (B) 
12-22    Mark & Jeanie Filter (A, 41) 
12-24   Christmas Eve 
12-25   Blessed Christmas Day 

Special Days in December 

Phone: 501-851-4546 

E-mail: shepeace@sbcglobal.net 

 

 
THE PURPOSE OF OUR EXISTENCE 
Shepherd Of Peace exists to praise and glorify God. This happens 

when we are faithful in reaching out to others with the Gospel of 

Jesus Christ, in promoting growth in discipleship, and in perform-

ing acts of self-sacrificing love to all people in Christ's name. 

Sunday Schedule: 

          8:00 AM - Traditional  Worship 

          9:15 AM - Family Bible Hour 

         10:30 AM - Blended Worship 

There's a place for you at SOP! 

Shepeace.com 

449 Millwood Circle 

PO Box 13143 

Maumelle, Arkansas  72113 

 


