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Bitter Winter, Better Thanksgiving, 
the story of Miles Standish  

by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson  
 
"Then the sicknes begane to fall sore amongst them, and the weather so bad .... the Gov/r and 
cheefe of them, seeing so many dye, and fall downe sick dayly, thought it no wisdom to send away 
the ship...."  
 

Capt. Miles Standish had been much at his wife Rose's bedside. As much time, that is, as he could 
spare from stalking game, guarding against savages, and felling trees to construct crude homes on 
shore.  

A bitter wind whistled through chinks and cracks in the Mayflower, anchored in Plymouth harbor that 
winter of 1620-21. Rose's chills would turn to uncontrollable shaking. Then just as suddenly, her 
body would be ablaze with fever. Herbs from the surgeon's chest did little to relieve her. By spring 
only five wives remained out of the eighteen who had sailed to Plymouth. Rose was not among them.  

Thanksgiving? What was that? The golden dreams of a New World that Miles and Rose had cherished 
together had evaporated into hollow hopes. And yet that fall Capt. Standish joined other bereaved 
Pilgrims in the first Thanksgiving celebration.  

The real test of thankfulness is whether we can give thanks from the heart for what we do have, de-
spite the wounds and pains of yesterday's struggles. Ours is not some fair-weather faith, but a resili-
ent trust in in the midst of pain. The Pilgrims lived close to the edge of survival. Perhaps that is why 
they were so thankful.  

How about you? Does your material bounty cause you to neglect thanks? When your clan gathers 
this Thanksgiving will a prayer of thankfulness be forgotten between moist turkey and pumpkin pie? 
Will your children see you bow your head to give thanks, or merely ask for another helping of dress-
ing and cranberry sauce?  

                                                                     (Continued on page 4) 



What do we do when our heroes disappoint us? 
When I purchased my first road bike in 2001, a lot of it had to do with Lance Armstrong. I had 
always enjoyed riding a bike, but (like many American teenagers, I suspect) hadn’t really ridden 
one very much between the ages of 14 and 21. But when an American started winning the Tour 
de France, it changed everything for me. Greg LeMond had won back in the 80s, but that was 
before I had really reached an age of “sports consciousness.” I followed the Tour as closely as I 
could and watched in awe as Lance won 7 straight. And he didn’t just win, he crushed everyone. 
Then, to top that off, another American won after that as Floyd Landis won in 2006. 
Of course my joy was short-lived. Landis was busted for doping almost immediately after the 
race was over and stripped of his title. While Armstrong managed to escape doping controls for 
years, he came clean in 2013, admitting that he, as many had suspected, had used 
performance-enhancing drugs for years. I stopped paying much attention to either Landis or 
Armstrong. Some of that probably had to do with the fact that both of them left the sport, but 
there’s no doubt that I was disappointed that two athletes that I enjoyed watching turned out to 
be cheaters. 
Recently there has been much controversy when it comes to historical figures who we (at least 
at one time) admired. Should statues erected in memory of those who fought for the 
Confederacy during the Civil War be allowed to remain in place? Should monuments built to 
honor presidents who were also slave owners still be standing? Should Columbus Day still be 
on the calendar as we discover more details about his life that are less than favorable? What 
about our own Martin Luther? After all, he made some comments during his lifetime that painted 
Jews in a less-than-favorable light. What are we to do when our heroes of the past turn out to 
be, well, sinners? 
Maybe the first thing we should consider is that if we go searching into the past to find the 
perfect person in history, we’re going to be sorely disappointed. Even a glance through the 
heroes of the scriptures will reveal this. Faithful Abraham wasn’t always so faithful, you know. 
He doubted God’s promise that he would be the father of many nations when he had a child 
with Sarah’s maidservant, Hagar. King David, the greatest of the kings of Israel, was an 
adulterer and murderer. Then, of course, there are former lives of some of Jesus’ disciples and 
the apostle Paul. 
So what are we to do? Well, stop expecting to find the good guys in history. All have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God. “All” means everyone. Even the people we really like. Who were 
the truly “good” guys in the Civil War? Was Columbus good or were the Native Americans 
good? It really is a hopeless exercise. As Jesus said, no one is good except for God. 
God is so good, in fact, that he grants forgiveness to even the worst sinners around. As St. Paul 
writes in 1 Timothy 1, “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
foremost.” As awful as some of the heroes of history have been, Jesus came into the world to 
die for them. As awful as some of the heroes of the Bible were, Jesus came to die for them. As 
awful as we have been, Jesus came to die for us, too. Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore 
with 

him by baptism into death in order that just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. Stop looking for per-
fect heroes. You won’t 
find them. Instead, rejoice that God sent His Son to pay the price for their 
sins--and yours! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Vandercook 



Born on October 20, 1999 Sydney was baptized on November 28, 1999. She is a senior at Mount St. Mary Academy in Little 
Rock where she is a varsity cheerleader. She has been on the cheer team all four years of high school. While she says that she does 
not really have a subject in school that she doesn’t like, she says that there are some teachers that can make a class very boring. 
Her two favorite classes are math and anatomy. She has been a member of several clubs over the four years including Art and 
French. This year she joined SADD: Students Against Destructive Decisions. She plans to attend the University of Arkansas 
Fayetteville and says that her dream job would be a Nurse Practitioner as she is very interested in the medical field and hopes to 
one day run her own practice. 
Her favorite church memory is of her confirmation which was on May 18, 2014. She says that it was a very exciting day for her  
whole family. What she truly enjoys about Shepherd of Peace is the closeness of everyone. “In our small community of people, 
everyone knows everyone.” Her hobbies include hanging out with friends, sleeping, watching movies, eating, and cheer. She loves 

all food but pasta is her favorite, especially mac and cheese. When asked to tell us something about herself that a lot of us may not 
know, she says that she loves to sit down and paint and she loves to sing. She has been in art for 3 years, this year focusing on 
digital design and photography. Sydney clearly has a great start on her future and we will all pray for her as she continues forward 
in her journey. 

SYDNEY CAROLINE WRAY 



Bitter Winter 

(continued from page 1) 

Children will be watching, you know. And their little faith is being formed by what they see. Your 
family's Thanksgiving celebration will instruct them about thankfulness, for good or ill.  

Will they see you too wealthy to be thankful? Too independent to need God any more? Too bit-
ter, perhaps? Or will they watch you truly give thanks for God's blessings on this special day? 
And maybe as they watch, they'll catch a hint that mom and dad and grandmother, in spite of 
painful seasons they have faced, have seen these bitter winters bear fruit in better thanksgiving.  

Grace Lutheran (Little Rock) Fall Craft Fair 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 

9:00-3:00 
 

Begin your Christmas shopping here! 25 quality 
vendors 

 Back by popular demand-the Grace Bakers 

 Raffle quilt donated by Wilma Richter 

 Check Facebook for more information: 
www.Facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow 
Share the Facebook link with your friends 

 
                   Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 
or email at ram0220@aol.com for more infor-
mation. 



11-01     Colin Davenport, b-1 
11-02     Monty Anderson, b 
11-02     Jeremy Ausburn, b 
11-03     Cookie Higgins, b 
11-03     Jason & Carol Smith, a 
11-07     Deborah Steiner, b 
11-08     Audrey Flakoll, b 
11-08     Ronnie Tilley, b 
11-09     Laura Quimby, b 
11-10     Kaytlin Vandercook, b-6 
11-10     Martin Luther, b 
11-14     Parrish Hurley, b 
11-19     Lisa Roberts, b 
 

November 5, 2017 

Rehearsals 
Nov. 1st @ 7:30pm 

Nov. 15th @ 7:00pm 
 
Thanksgiving Eve Service 

at Trinity @ 6:30pm 

Please consider 
sharing your talent 
with us! Reach out 
to Ron Shertzer to 
get started. 

Mark Your Calendars 
November 13th                  -Monthly BoD Meeting 
November 20th                  -Monthly LM Meeting 
November 22nd                 -Thanksgiving Eve Service & Pie Fellowship to follow (Trinity @ 
6:30pm) 
December 3rd                    -Decoration for Christmas 
December 3rd                    -Annual Voters’ Meeting 
December 6th                     -Advent #1 (Trinity 5:30 & SOP 7:00pm – meal preceding @ SOP) 
December 13th                  -Advent #2 (Trinity 5:30 & SOP 7:00pm – meal preceding @ SOP) 
December 20th                  -Advent #3 (Trinity 5:30 & SOP 7:00pm – meal preceding @ SOP) 
December 24th                  -Normal Sunday morning schedule only without Sunday School 
December 24th                  -Christmas Eve (SOP @6pm) 
December 25th                  -Christmas Day (Trinity @ 10:00am) 



Thank you to everyone that came out on such a chilly afternoon! 
 

Another year of Trunk or Treat is in the bag! 
Lots of trunks, games, kids, and fun! 

 



 

Bunco Babes began years ago in 2003 with a desire for the hard 
working ladies of the church to be able to have one night a 
month to just relax and enjoy each others company. No out-
reach, no committee meetings, no kids. Just fun, fellowship and 
relaxation. They have the same principles today.  They meet on 
the third Tuesday of every month and would love to have you 
join them. You can reach out to Duanne Markman,  Lisa Rob-
erts, Jeanie Filter, or Karen Johnston. They will be more than 
happy to bring you on board! 

Founding Members 
 

Carol Mayerhoff 
Carol Purnell 

Duanne Markman 
Beth Helmstetter 

Judy Gates 
Jackie Viel 

Georgia Aeverman 
Carolyn Leisman 

Mary Kling  
Tommy Milton 
Jerri Shertzer 



1. Your thumb is nearest to you. So begin your 
prayers by praying for those closest to you. They are 
the easiest to remember. To pray for our loved ones is, 
as C.S. Lewis once said, a “sweet duty”. 
2. The next finger is the pointing finger. Pray for 
those who teach, instruct and heal. This includes teach-
ers, doctors, and ministers. They need support and wis-
dom in pointing others in the right direction. Keep them 
in your prayers. 
3. The next finger is the tallest finger. I t reminds 
us of our leaders. Pray for the president, leaders in 
business and industry, and administrators. These peo-
ple shape our nation and guide public opinion. They 
need God’s guidance. 
4. The fourth finger is our ring finger. Surprising 
to many is the fact that this is our weakest finger; as 
any piano teacher will testify. It should remind us to 
pray for those who are weak, in trouble or in pain. They 
need your prayers day and night. You cannot pray too 
much for them. 
5. And lastly comes our little finger; the smallest 
finger of all. Which is where we should place ourselves 
in relation to God and others. As the Bible says, “the 
least shall be the greatest among you.” Your pinky 
should remind you to pray for yourself. By the time you 
have prayed for the other four groups, your own needs 
will be put into proper perspective and you will be able 
to pray for yourself more effectively. 

Five Finger Prayer 

Thanks to Esther Mahnken 

Thanksgiving Prayer 
Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day 
We bow our hearts to You and pray. 
We give You thanks for all You've done 
Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son. 
For beauty in nature, Your glory we see 
For joy and health, friends and family, 
For daily provision, Your mercy and care 
These are the blessings You graciously 
share. 
So today we offer this response of praise 
With a promise to follow You all of our 
days. 
--Mary Fairchild  

A Thanksgiving Day Prayer 
Lord, so often times, as any other day 
When we sit down to our meal and pray 
We hurry along and make fast the blessing 
Thanks, amen. Now please pass the dressing 
We're slaves to the olfactory overload 
We must rush our prayer before the food gets cold 
But Lord, I'd like to take a few minutes more 
To really give thanks to what I'm thankful for 
For my family, my health, a nice soft bed 
My friends, my freedom, a roof over my head 
I'm thankful right now to be surrounded by those 
Whose lives touch me more than they'll ever possibly know 
Thankful Lord, that You've blessed me beyond measure 
Thankful that in my heart lives life's greatest treasure 
That You, dear Jesus, reside in that place 
And I'm ever so grateful for Your unending grace 
So please, heavenly Father, bless this food You've provided 
And bless each and every person invited 
Amen! 
--Scott Wesemann 

Thanksgiving 
For each new morning with its light, 
For rest and shelter of the night, 
For health and food, 
For love and friends, 
For everything Thy goodness sends. 
--Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882) 

https://www.thoughtco.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089
https://www.thoughtco.com/mary-fairchild-699909
https://www.thoughtco.com/thank-you-lord-day-205-701718


November 23, 2017 


