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How did Luther become a Lutheran? 

blogs.lcms.org/2017/luther-become-lutheran by Matthew C. Harrison 

Luther’s Reformation insights did not come in one fell swoop on October 31, 1517. Far from it. He’d been lecturing on 
the Bible at the University of Wittenberg for several years, teaching courses on Romans and the Psalms. He’d come to 
a clear conviction that humility was key to the Christian life — that is, the recognition of one’s sinfulness in the sight of 
a holy God. Already in 1516 he could write to a struggling friend, “Christ dwells only in sinners.” But this line of 
thought had already existed in medieval theology. 
 
The indulgence controversy pushed him forward and into Scripture. Theses 1 of the 95 Theses states, “When our Lord 
and master Jesus Christ says, ‘Repent,’ he wills that the entire life of the Christian be one of repentance. Luther had 
come to see that “repentance” and the Roman Catholic practice of “penance” to pay for the alleged temporal punish-
ments for sin were not one and the same. The Roman Church had taught that purgatory had to be suffered for thou-
sands of years to pay off temporal punishments for sins. Indulgences were dreamed up to shorten the time in purgato-
ry. Indulgences could be had by viewing relics of this or that saint. (The Wittenberg Castle Church was full of them.) Or 
they could be obtained by paying cold, hard cash. 
 
This caused Luther to blow his pastoral stack, as it were. Even at this early point, it bothered him to no end to have 
people claiming to be Christians and then living like swine without consequence because they had a piece of paper 
with a papal seal granting full remission of all sins — past, present and future. These papers would get a person into 
heaven “even if he’d violated the very Mother of God,” Tetzel the indulgence pusher preached! 
 
Luther hit the church where it lived. He threatened its finances. The indulgences were being sold to finance a Prussian 
royal family’s acquisition of an episcopal seat. Albrecht of Mainz became Cardinal Bishop by paying the pope a large 
sum for that seat. To do that, he had to borrow millions from the Fuggers in Augsburg. Albrecht then hired Johann Tet-
zel as the fund developer to raise money to pay back the loan. Pope Leo X (whom a famous ½ Roman Catholic histori-
an once described as having not the slightest pastoral interest in his entire being) was happy to receive those pay- 

ments so he could continue construction of St. Peter’s in Rome, including 
expensive artists like Michaelangelo, et al. 
 
The authorities came down on this little monk in obscure Wittenberg. 
Luther was driven further into the Scriptures. In the months after posting 
his Theses, he was lecturing on the Letter to the Hebrews. He came to 
see the nature and significance of Christ’s once-for-all sacrifice on the 
cross. He lectured also on Paul’s Letter to the Galatians. 
 
(Continued on page 2) 
 



ABOUT LUTHER’S SEAL 
 
Dr. Martin Luther’s seal expresses his theology and his faith. He designed it 
himself. 
 
In the center is a black cross indicative of Christ’s dreadful sacrifice on the cross 
for every sinner who ever lived. 
 
The red heart is on a white rose (Luther’s favorite flower) because white is the 
color of angels and blessed spirits. 
 
The white rose is against a blue-sky background to symbolize the Christian’s 
hope for the coming joys of heaven. 
 
The seal is enclosed in a gold ring, showing that the bliss of heaven is unending. 

(Continued from page 1) 
Luther scholar Martin Brecht suggests that Luther’s reformatory breakthrough occurred sometime after the nail-
ing of his 95 Theses. By February 1518, Luther was convinced that true Christian righteousness meant that the 
Christian despaired of his own righteousness. Then, in a sermon on Philippians 2:5ff. on March 28, 1518 (Palm 
Sunday), Luther preached on “two kinds of righteousness.” Here Luther fully describes the Christian’s righteous-
ness as Christ’s righteousness. The Christian’s relationship to Christ is like a marriage. Christ gets my sin, death, 
hell, punishment, etc. I get Christ’s birth, life, sinlessness, suffering, death, resurrection and eternal life! Luther 
called it the “happy exchange.” 
 
And happy it is, indeed! “He who knew no sin became sin for us, that we may become the righteousness of 
God” (2 COR. 5:21). Simple as that. Profound. But muddled in the church for a thousand years before Luther. 
And it’s still muddled today. 
 
This doctrine of the justification of the sinner before God for Christ’s sake, by grace, received by faith alone, is 
the gift given to Luther for the whole church. And it remains the gift and task of the Lutheran Church today to 
teach and preach it far and wide. We shall do so until our last breath, for the salvation of souls. God grant it. 
— Pastor Harrison 
The Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison is president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod  

How did Luther become a Lutheran? 



What was the fuel that drove the Reformation some 500 years ago? Historians have cited corruption in the Church, 
the realignment of various political forces, a critique of scholastic theology, the rise of humanism and the advent of 
the printing press. But according to Luther, “while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends … the Word so 
greatly weakened the papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. I did nothing; the Word did 
everything.” — Editor 
 
Once, when Paul came to Athens (Acts 17 [:16–32]), a mighty city, he found in the temple many ancient altars, and 
he went from one to the other and looked at them all, but he did not kick down a single one of them with his foot. 
Rather he stood up in the middle of the market place and said they were nothing but idolatrous things and begged the 
people to forsake them; yet he did not destroy one of them by force. 
 
When the Word took hold of their hearts, they forsook them of their own accord, and in consequence the thing fell of 
itself. Likewise, if I had seen them holding mass, I would have preached to them and admonished them. Had they 
heeded my admonition, I would have won them; if not, I would nevertheless not have torn them from it by the hair or 
employed any force, but simply allowed the Word to act and prayed for them. For the Word created heaven and earth 
and all things [Ps. 33:6]; the Word must do this thing, and not we poor sinners. 
 
In short, I will preach it, teach it, write it, but I will constrain no man by force, for faith must come freely without 
compulsion. Take myself as an example. I opposed indulgences and all the papists, but never with force. I simply 
taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And while I slept [cf. Mark 4:26–29], or drank 
Wittenberg beer with my friends Philip and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that no prince or em-
peror ever inflicted such losses upon it. 
 
I did nothing; the Word did everything. Had I desired to foment trouble, I could have brought great bloodshed upon 
Germany; indeed, I could have started such a game that even the emperor would not have been safe. But what would 
it have been? Mere fool’s play. I did nothing; I let the Word do its work. What do you suppose is Satan’s thought 
when one tries to do the thing by kicking up a row? He sits back in hell and thinks: Oh, what a fine game the poor 
fools are up to now! But when we spread the Word alone and let it alone do the work, that distresses him. For it is 
almighty and takes captive the hearts, and when the hearts are captured the work will fall of itself.  
 
Excerpted from “The Second Sermon, March 10, 1522, Monday after Invocavit” in Luther’s Works, Vol. 51, Pgs. 77
–78 (© 1976 Fortress Press. Admin Augsburg Fortress). Used with permission. 
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König, Gustav Ferdinand Leopold. 1900. The life of Luther 
in forty-eight historical engravings. From the Concordia 
Historical Institute collection. 
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Join us for Bible Class during the month of October as we celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Refor-
mation by learning about A Man Named Martin . We will encounter a 15th-century religious reformer 
from Germany who broke ranks with the Roman Catholic Church. This Bible study is the first of a three-
part series devoted to Martin Luther -- a monk whose Spirit-inspired grasp of God's justification of sin-
ners through faith in the Savior was the cornerstone of the Protestant Reformation. Bible Class meets 
at 8am for opening in the sanctuary with class following in the Fellowship Hall. 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO PURCHASE 
YOUR TICKETS TO JOIN US AT 

MCCAIN MALL! 

http://luthermovie.link/LittleRock 

The Reformation service will start at 3:00 p.m 
on Sunday, October 29th. The featured guest 
preacher for the service this year is the Rev. 
Dr. Jacob Corzine, professor of theology at 
Concordia University, Chicago. The service will 
feature rock solid Lutheran hymns, the faithful 
proclamation of the Word of God from Dr. Cor-
zine, and the opportunity of gathering together 
with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. 
Immediately following the service, Oktoberfest 
will take place right next door in the Luther 
Building. Everyone is encouraged to attend the 
Reformation service where we will reflect on 
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation as 
well stay afterwards for some great food and 
fellowship.  

FIRST LUTHERAN 
CHURCH 



Theological Jargon: Homologoumena and Antilegomena 
Those two words are a mouthful, no? Don’t be too intimidated by them, though. They are 
pronounced phonetically and their definition is not that complicated. Both words are used when 
discussing the books of the New Testament. Early in the Christian Church, as the years passed 
after Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension, it became important to figure out which writings 
were actual works of the apostles that could be trusted as the Word of God and which writings 
were not legitimate. All of the works that were universally accepted as genuine are labeled with 
the word “homologoumena.” Homologoumena means “universally accepted.” The vast majority 
of the New Testament falls in this category. In fact, all of the Gospels, Acts, and all of Paul’s 
letters (Romans-Philemon) were universally recognized as Holy Scripture from very early on. 
Their authorship was never in dispute and they were all written at a very early date (by the end 
of the 1st Century). 
Antilegomena , on the other hand, refers to the disputed books. These include James, Jude, 2 
& 3 John, 2 Peter, Hebrews, and Revelation. These books were disputed in the early Church for 
various reasons. The author of the letter to the Hebrews wasn’t (and still isn’t) known and the 
identity of the James who wrote the epistle James was not certain. Apostolic authorship was an 
important criterion for determining a given book’s authenticity, so this created some doubt in the 
minds of early Church scholars. Additionally, the content of James was often (and still is often) 
misunderstood. 2 & 3 John were addressed to private individuals and weren’t circulated widely. 
(Sometimes we forget that the Bible is actually a collection of books.) 2 Peter was written right 
before Peter died and wasn’t addressed to anyone in particular. Jude is very short. Revelation 
was under suspicion because of the nature of its contents. 
While these 7 books’ canonicity was disputed, it’s important to understand that none of these 
books had content that was ever considered heretical. Most of them were already known to the 
Church by the early 2nd Century and all were considered canonical by the early 4th Century. In 
other words, they aren’t in the same category as some of the other so-called “gospels” that the 
National Geographic Channel likes to tout as “new discoveries.” Books such as the Gospel of 
Judas or the Gospels of Peter and Thomas are clearly not authentic. They are dated far later 
than the canonical books and contain theology that is contrary to what we find in the Holy 
Scriptures. 
So what do we make out of all of this? First of all, you can trust that the books that are in your 
Bible should be there. Be confident that it is the Word of God. As Peter writes: 
[W]e did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For when He received honor 
and glory from the God the Father, and the voice was borne to Him by the Majestic Glory, “This 
is my beloved Son, with Whom I am well pleased,” we ourselves heard this very voice borne 
from heaven, for we were with Him on the holy mountain. And we have something more sure, 
the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark 
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts, knowing this first of all, that 
no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone’s own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever 
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit. (2 Peter 1:21) 



https://theafricaseason.com/2017/01/21/first-blog-post/ 

Maybe this is a new bit of Elaine trivia for you:  If I’m stressed out, I loose my keys.  It’s my “tell”.  I might appear 
cool, calm, and collected on the surface, but if I’ve lost my keys— I’ve lost my mind! 
I lost my keys every year of college between picking them up at the Student Life Office and making it to my new 
dorm room.  I locked myself out of my house the first week after I bought it (shout out to Andrew Ernst for breaking 
into my second story window so I didn’t have to pay for a locksmith…never replaced that screen). 
Today I locked myself out of my new Kenyan apartment.  Both the key and the spare were in the bedroom.  Karibu, 
Elaine! 
The special thing about front doors in Kenya is that they are metal slabs of anti-theft-barricading.  You lock your 
armored wall via padlock.  I was advised to bring one from America because of the better quality and lack of master 
key this side of the world.  So I brought one.  ONE.  One heavy duty padlock to keep me and my stuff safe, all day, 
all night.  And now I was facing the prospect of having to find the jaws of life to destroy it. 
My friend Flora and my new land lords had a different suggestion.  THANKFULLY, I left the keys on my bed.  All 
we would need to do is find some wire cutters, get through two layers of life saving metal mesh,   force the layered 
window panes open while in their locked position, make it past my beautiful new mosquito net, and use a rusty wire 
attached to a pole to fish the keys off the bed and into my waiting arms.  All this while perched on a wobbly plastic 
chair (not) balanced on a crumbling bed of built up dirt.  Easy. 
After a 20 minute search for wire cutters (“borrowed” from the trunk of Bob’s car) Ali, my land lord, began to pa-
tiently cut an opening through the first layer of metal mesh.  He’d created a hole of about three inches by three inch-
es, neatly turned down to preserve the mesh, when his wife, Shamu got impatient.   The sixty something pistol hoist-
ed herself onto the afore mentioned plastic death-trap and began using a carving knife to jab a bigger hole in the two 
mesh layers.  I grabbed for the chair arm to steady her, not sure if I was more concerned for her wellbeing or the de-
teriorating state of what separates me from all of the flying creatures of Kenya.  Their son, Fakil, left.  He couldn’t 
bear to watch anymore. 
After some time, Shamu was satisfied with the size of the hole she put in my window wires.   She started in on the 
window pane with the same finesse she showed to the screens.  She’d decided that it was easy to replace one pane of 
glass…so we should just force it out of its holder and let it shatter on the floor.  Ali and I were against this plan.  Ali 
confiscated the butcher knife from her and tried to use it to unlock the window, this would let us open the slats 
enough to slide the rusty hook into the mesh, through the window pane, between the mosquito netting and retrieve 
the keys.  He was  unsuccessful.  Shamu tried to remount the chair.  I beat her. 
Forcing my arm through the mesh up to my elbow, I prayed that my tetanus shot and Jesus would protect me from 
whatever lurked on the cut ends of those wires.  I forced the window pane open as much as I could and pulled the 
mosquito netting to the side to protect it.  It took a few tries to catch the filmy material.  I asked for the rusty hook 
attached to the pole.  I slowly, slowly threaded it through the four layers and used a squinted eye to judge the dis-
tance to the keys.  With a twist of my wrist, I impaled the keys on the wire and pulled them back through. 
I looked at my new land lords and said, “I came all the way from America to give you entertainment and adven-
tures!” 
My spare key is already at a friends house.  I think I need a nap. 

That time I locked myself out! 

Copy and paste this  link to follow Elaine’s adventures in Africa 



Lutherans IN Africa 
FORMING AFRICAN LUTHERANS TO BE TEACHERS OF THE FAITH 

www.lutheransinafrica.com | September 15, 2017 

Greetings from Kenya in the name of Jesus Christ! 

We have been back in Nairobi now for about a month and for the most part we are all settled in to our new rent 
house. We had a very blessed time back in the States, visiting and sharing about the work of Lutherans In Africa (LIA) 
with family, friends and many of our supporters - a few congregations and many individuals, alike. Our hearts are cur-
rently heavy for our hometown Houston and all our friends and family there. Please join us in lifting all of them up in 
prayer for a quick & blessed recovery! 
 
It didn’t take long for Jason to get right back in the swing of things. He has been busy drawing and acquiring building 
materials for the ongoing construction at the Lutheran School of Theology (LST). It is amazing how difficult it is to find 
supplies here! Even simple things like floor tiles can take a whole day to locate. How Jason misses Home Depot & good 
roads! 
 
We are excited to report that the 2-bedroom cottage & the 1st floor of the library/lecture hall are nearing completion. 
LIA will be hosting numerous pastoral seminars this fall & we hope these buildings will be ready for some use. To God 
be the Glory that teaching is already happening at the LST! We can’t wait for it to be fully operational… more African 
pastors & evangelists equals more lost souls hearing about the saving Grace of Jesus Christ! 
 
The kids started school shortly after we returned. Everyone has fallen into a nice routine again. Madeline is currently 
playing basketball & continues to enjoy many high school activities. Mitchell is so excited that he made the middle 
school soccer team. He is also very busy with band & piano lessons. Our 3rd grader, Maja, is over the moon to be in 
drama club, taking piano lessons & playing with her new cats! Diana is always busy keeping daily life running smooth-
ly. She returned to a weekly Bible study & moms prayer group and is currently helping organize a Sports Booster Club 
at the kids’ school. 
 
God’s Blessings to y’all & thank you for all of your continued love, prayers, & 
support!! We love & miss y’all!! —- The Stephens Family 
 

Lutherans IN Africa 
FORMING AFRICAN LUTHERANS TO BE TEACHERS OF THE FAITH 
www.lutheransinafrica.com | September 15, 2017 

Greetings from Kenya in the name of Jesus Christ! 

Stephens Family Newsletter 
Specific Prayer Requests:                                                  2-bedroom cottage 

 
- Continued blessings on the construction at the LST. 
- Jason’s health: His iron levels are very high. 
- Safety during the Kenyan re-elections & that God’s will be done. 
- Thanksgiving: We bought a car for Diana! 
 



Trunk or Treat is drawing near. October 28th from 3-5pm.  
Sign-up sheets are in the Narthex. We need trunks for the treaters and we need people 
to run the games. You can do one or the other or better yet, do both! The tree is filled 
with all of the items needed for donation to make this year a success. Please help us 

out! 

Maumelle Area Chamber of Commerce has started a Ministerial Project and 
SOP has signed on. The first project is a food drive for local students that 
have been identified by their counselors for being at risk for not having food 
to eat during long weekends and holiday breaks. So we have agreed to sup-
ply 650 single serve breakfast items to help fill up a backpack for them to 
take home. For instance, one box of granola bars contains 8. That one box 
will count towards 8 of the 650 single serve items needed. The deadline for 
this project is October 18th. Please help if you can and leave your donations 
in Georgie’s office. Thank you! 

Special Days in October 

10-06     Delaney Reprogle (13) 
10-08     Barbara Tilley 
10-09     Peter Christiansen 
10-20     Sidney Wray(18) 
10-26     Ken & Laura Quimby 

10-09     Monthly BoD, 
10-14     Men’s Breakfast 
10-16     Monthly LM 
10-18     Choir Rehearsal 7pm 
10-18     Food drive deadline 
10-19     Luther Movie Night 
10-28     Trunk or Treat, 3-5pm 

MACC Ministerial Project 
Food drive for kids 

All are invited to the Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean for an open house at the historic Trinity Lutheran Church 
Sunday, Oct. 15, at 5 p.m. The second and final phase of the historic restoration of the church is nearly com-
plete. The church, which sits on the camp property, was built in 1886. Following the open house, there will 
be a time of fellowship and finger food in the camp dining hall, along with a report on other changes at the 
Lutheran Camp. Those planning to attend are asked to call or email ahead of time so there is plenty of food: 
director@lutherancamp.org; 501-652-6304. 

  

mailto:director@lutherancamp.org


Grace Lutheran (Little Rock) Fall Craft Fair 
Saturday, November 11, 2017 

9:00-3:00 
 

Begin your Christmas shopping here! 25 quality vendors 

 Back by popular demand-the Grace Bakers 

 Raffle quilt donated by Wilma Richter 

 Check Facebook for more information: 
www.Facebook.com/groups/gracecraftshow 
Share the Facebook link with your friends 

 
                   Contact Riley Middaugh at 954-9281 or email at ram0220@aol.com for more information. 

Lutheran kindness is a beacon of hope amid multiple calamities  

As we pray and gather reports to determine how best to help the victims of Hurricane Maria and also vic-
tims of the sudden earthquake near Mexico City, Synod and district efforts continue toward long-term re-
covery for the victims of Harvey and Irma. 
The ongoing compassion being expressed across the Synod remains a beacon of hope in the wake of these 
calamities, with LCMS World Relief and Human Care and its LCMS Disaster Response now striving to 
help people in multiple disaster-stricken areas. 
Please note the resources provided below, w hich include an updated, dow nloadable bulle-
tin insert. Additional information about the Synod’s response, and the difference your gifts make, will be 
available over the weeks and months ahead at lcms.org, on the Synod’s social-media outlets, and in our 
official periodicals and other publications. 
Quote: 

“This is an absolute marathon, not a sprint. The immediacy of the rising flood water – we’ve taken care of 
everybody, but now we’re recovering their homes.” — Chuck Chauviere, Salem Lutheran Church, Tomball, 
Texas  

 

Shepherd of Peace Lutheran Church 

There’s always a place for you at SOP! 

449 Millwood Circle 

Maumelle, AR 72116 

Phone: 501-851-4546 

Email: shepeace@sbcglobal.net 

https://www.lcms.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.lcms.org&srcid=90768&srctid=1&erid=14497989&trid=1e3e8f9d-f146-4935-97f6-c193fc5b7028

