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THERE'S A PLACE FOR YOU AT SOP!

How will this year be different for you?
New friends, old friends, nice teachers, scary teachers, a packed lunch, compulsory uniform and
a fresh timetable. Going back to school is a day that inevitably comes each year. Some love it,
others hate it or perhaps you just go through the motions indifferently. Regardless of how it
makes you feel you have to go, so how will you make the most of it? How will you make this
year at school worthwhile? It’s time for you to step up!

School is an incredible place where you meet hundreds of young people and spend time with
them 5 days a week for approximately 40 weeks a year. That presents an amazing opportunity to
witness and share the gospel with so many people. In fact the best people to reach out to these
students are students. The way you live and talk to your friends can be very powerful.
As a Christian, school ought to be looked at as one of the ultimate mission fields. Here are a few
ways you can stand out and step up when you go back to school this year:
• MEET (Hebrews 10:25): Find out if there is a Christian lunchtime group at your school, and
then join it or start one. Then bring your friends.
• TALK (1 Peter 3:15): When your friends ask what you did on the weekend, tell them about
youth group or church and then invite them along. Tell your friends about your faith.
• LIVE (Matthew 5:16): Live like Jesus. Don’t get caught up in gossip, materialism, slander
or any ways of this world. But be different and people will notice, then you can point them to
Jesus.
• PRAY (Colossians 4:2): pray for your mates, that they might come to know Jesus because
prayer is powerful.
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So as another year starts and the weekly cycle begins again, make a difference! Be bold and
stand out for Jesus. Don’t waste the time you have now and the opportunities that come at
school. Whether you are in year 7 or year 12, at a public school, private school, Christian school
or secular school, Jesus died for all our sake and he has sent us out to make disciples of all people. So why don’t you start now?!
Edward Sowden
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Theological Jargon: Divine Service
Why do you go to church? The answer to that question is what drives this article for September. There are a number
of different answers that could be given to the question and there are, no doubt, a number of different good reasons
that exist for coming to church.
Maybe one of the first things that comes to our mind is that we come to church to praise God. There is no doubt that
this is part of the worship service each week. This is expressed clearly in the liturgy. For example, we in the Gloria in
Excelsis: “Glory to God in the highest and peace to His people on earth. Lord, God, heavenly King, almighty God and
Father, we worship You, we give You thanks. We praise You for Your glory….” Each time we speak or chant the
Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit…) after the Introit or at the end of Psalms or
Hymns we are praising God.
Another reason that we might come to church is for fellowship. We come to see our family and friends. Our presence
among the body of believers, joining our voices with theirs in the singing of psalms and hymns, is important. It reminds us that we are not alone as we slog through this valley of tears. Our fellow believers in Christ rejoice with us
when things are going well, mourn with us in times of sadness, and pray with us in all circumstances.
Those are both good reasons to come to church, but the most important reason that we come to church is expressed
well by the term “Divine Service.” We use this as a name for what happens each week at 9am at Shepherd of Peace. If
you look in the front of one of the hymnals the next time you’re sitting in the sanctuary, you’ll see that there are 5 settings for the Divine Service found in our hymnal. We use what is called Divine Service, Setting One (found on page
151 of the hymnal) each week. The term “Divine Service” has its origin in the German word “Gottesdienst.”
Gottesdienst means “God’s service.” It does not imply our service to or for God, but rather God’s service to us. In the
Divine Service, God serves us. He comes to us to give us the gifts one by Christ on the cross. In the absolution, Jesus
comes to you and says “I forgive you.” In the readings, God speaks to you telling you about what He has done for
you. In the sermon, you again are given the gift of God’s Word that delivers to you the forgiveness of sins.
In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus feeds you His very body and blood.
To sum it up, the chief direction of the worship service, the Divine Service, is from God to us. This means that our
primary reason for going to church is to receive the gifts of God. So we don’t go to church to serve, but to be served.
We don’t go to church to work, but to receive the gifts God gives. Thanks be to God that He graciously gives us the
forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation in the Divine Service.
1 Year
I’m writing this article on the one-year anniversary of when we closed on our house here in Maumelle. I think back to
the crew from Shepherd of Peace and Trinity that showed up one year ago this evening to help Laura tear out carpet (I
just finished with the install of the new floors about 10 days ago, by the way!) and to the crew that came one year ago
on September 5 to help us move all of our belongings in and I’m humbled. September 18 will mark the one-year anniversary of my installation as pastor of SOP and Trinity. I’m so honored and blessed by God to be your pastor. Thank
you for a great first year in Arkansas!
In Christ,
Pastor Vandercook

Greetings Friends and Members of Shepherd of Peace,
Often times in life, we take things for granted. Rarely do we ever give many of the blessings in our lives a 2 nd
thought. Like when was the last time you thought about how lucky we are to live in a community with trash

pickup or running water? In this day and age, we just assume those things are part of the package. Probably the
only time we would think about such things is if we didn’t have them and trash was piling up in the streets or we
had to draw and treat our own water from the nearest natural water supply.
Well, the same goes for the church. There are many things that happen from day to day, week to week, and year to

year that we assume are just part of the package and take them for granted. In a smaller congregation like SOP,
these things are typically done by volunteers. Volunteers play a MAJOR role in the viability of our congregation.
Some are more visible than others, but all are important. For example, someone has to change the lightbulbs, mow
the grass, make coffee, provide the flowers on Sunday morning, teach Sunday School, organize and construct the
beautiful new chancel area, count the offering, provide meals for various functions or members that need them,
take the trash to the curb every week prior to trash pickup, set the thermostats for Sunday School and church on
Sundays, greet visitors and members attending service, secure the buildings and turn off lights after church, set up
and clean up for Communion each week, assist with Communion on Sundays, usher, direct the choir, sing in the
choir, maintain the soundboard for service, serve as a Lay Minister or on the BoD, organize events for the commu-

nity, and so many more things.
This is just the tip of the iceberg, but I think you get the point. Volunteers do a lot for Shepherd of Peace! Without
these many volunteers, we would surely notice the proverbial “trash piling up in the streets.” Therefore, we on the
SOP Board of Directors (and Pastor) would like to express our appreciation for the many volunteers that put forth

time and effort throughout the year for SOP with a meal in their honor. On Sunday, September 10 th, please join us
at 4:00pm for some fun, fellowship, and good food as we celebrate and thank our volunteers. No need to bring anything but your smile to enjoy the time with your SOP family.
Yours In Christ,
Michael Flakoll
On Behalf of the SOP BoD

Trivia Night Fundraiser for Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean!
We had a great showing from both SOP & Trinity, filling
out 2 tables. We had more, but the rest decided to just
watch the competition. It was a great time, even if it did
run a little late. Great cause, great time. Look forward to
next year!
SOP’S
Trained
Quizlamic
Terrorists
and
Trinity’s
Quiz Knows

September 6, 7:30pm

September 10, 10:15am
September 24, 10:15am

Sunday, September
10th @ 4pm.

SOP is so grateful for our Sunday
School Teachers
Barbara Tilley
Jessica Moreth
Esther Mahnken
Mark Bird
Dani Ausburn

Saturday, September
9th @ 8:30.

09-04
09-05
09-08
09-10
09-11
09-15
09-15
09-18
09-18
09-18
09-23
09-26
09-28

David Vandercook, Sr.
Evelyn Chagnon
Linda Geddes
Mike Koberlein
Melissa Anderson
Monty & Stephanie Anderson, A
Ed Helmstetter
Austin Quimby
Gene Shepherd
Tommy & Clarice Wray, A
Ladye Hurley
Paul Reprogle
Michael Flakoll

Thank you to Mark Bird for
stepping into the role of SS
Superintendent!

Rhea Lana’s
Sept. 10-16
117 Audubon Rd.
Maumelle
The old Neighborhood WalMart

Puppy Pool Pawty Sept. 9
10am-3pm, $10 per dog
Jess Odom Center Pool

Watch for updates on Elaine Filter!
She left this month to join the kids
in Kenya at the Oasis for Orphans!

First Lutheran will
have their celebration
on Sunday, October
29th. Watch for all of
the activities in the
October newsletter
and on our website as
it becomes available!

http://luthermovie.link/LittleRock
Shepherd of Peace and Trinity are
hosting a screening of the new
film Martin Luther: The Idea that
Changed the World on Thursday,
October 19 at McCain Mall. Copy
the link to purchase your tickets .

