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There's a Place for You at SOP!

Chancel Renovation Project
Early this summer, our chancel area (the area of the sanctuary where the altar is) will be
receiving a bit of a facelift. A very generous donation was made to Shepherd of Peace with the
request that we investigate the possibility of mounting the cross currently hanging on the wall in
the Fellowship Hall (our former sanctuary) on the wall behind the altar. In order to effectively
mount the cross, some alterations need to be made to the shape of that wall. Because of the
generosity of the gift made, we have enough funding to add some wood paneling and some lighting
to the wall behind the altar as well. You can see this depicted in the painting prepared by Lindy
Johnston below. The two banners (violet in this picture) will be hung in alcoves on either side of
the altar with lighting from above. The cross will be mounted in the center as shown. The goal of
this entire project is to create a space that bears witness to the presence of Christ among us in
Word and Sacrament.
If you have any questions about the project or are interested in helping out with the work itself,
please contact Lindy, Pastor Vandercook, or Michael Flakoll.
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Over the years Shepherd of Peace has been quite active in our support of missions that are not directly in our
back yard. To name a few, we have supported overseas missionaries, sent school supplies to Syria, sent backpacks
full of supplies to Native American reservations in South Dakota, funded mosquito nets to prevent Malaria in 3 rd
world countries, funded a clean water project for developing countries, and the list goes on and on. However, in the
recent two or three years, due to lack of income we have scaled back our efforts in the mission area considerably.
Based on feedback from the congregation, improving financials, and a desire to follow Jesus’ command in
Matthew 28:19 to “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit…”, the BoD, Pastor, and the LMs have agreed that the time has come to ease ourselves
back into the international mission field. That is the first step, but it will take more than that. Other than the District
Mission Pledge, we did not include allowance in the 2017 budget for international missions and we are not comfortable deviating from the budget at this time. Therefore, we will have to wait until 2018 to officially support international missions. However, that does not mean that we are restricted from taking baby steps in that direction in the meantime. More than likely, we will have a few “special offering” opportunities through the end of the year and we may
even have a representative from one of our missions come visit Shepherd of Peace as an educational opportunity.
With all that said, no one wants to support anything that they do not know anything about. Therefore, the first step is
to educate the congregation on the mission opportunities we have at SOP.
We have identified two international missions that we would like to put our prayers and financial support behind. They are Lutherans in Africa and the Meissner family who are currently serving as missionaries in Belize. Both
mission opportunities are “LCMS approved.” Below are some brief facts about both opportunities.
Lutherans in Africa (LIA)
We have identified LIA as our primary international mission at SOP and I think you will see why. LIA is
comprised of pastors and volunteers from Africa, the US, Finland, and Australia. They currently work in 23 countries
in Africa by teaching confessional Lutheran Doctrine and providing training for African pastors to be teachers in their
own communities. In America, the LCMS has 1 pastor for every 376 members on average. Conversely, in Tanzania,
that ratio is 1 Lutheran pastor for every 3,500 members. In order to address that problem, LIA is building a Lutheran
School of Theology (LST) -seminary - to train Africans to be teachers of faith and thus help fill the need for pastors
and further spread the Gospel. Ways we can help LIA include, but are not limited to:
Send funds to LIA (support the organization as a whole)
Adopt Jason Stephens’ family (architect/construction manager for LST)
Smaller Projects
Donate chalices
Donate vestments for pastors
Other
LST will also operate a school for children – there will be needs there too.
For more information about LIA you can visit their website at http://www.lutheransinafrica.com.
Meissner Family
Rev. Duane and Elizabeth Meissner will serve the Lord as LCMS missionaries in Belize. Their objective is to plant
the very first Lutheran church in that country. He will also work to support LCMS human care and mercy projects in
the country. In addition to financial support, they ask for prayer. Specifically, they ask for prayers for safety and sustenance as they travel around the US for pre-deployment support-raising efforts. Also, pray that when they get there,
the hearts of the Belizean people are prepared to receive God’s word. For more information about the Meissner’s
missionary work, you can visit their family web page at www.christinbelize.com.
As you can see, both missions are worthy causes in support of the spreading of the Gospel. This is intended
to be merely an introduction to them. You can expect more information in the months to come on both opportunities.
In the meantime, if you have any questions, feel free to reach out to a member of the BoD or Pastor.
Written by Michael Flakoll on behalf of the BoD

Use of Alcohol-Removed Wine in the Sacrament
On May 7, Shepherd of Peace will stop using grape juice in celebration of the Lord’s Supper
and switch to using an alcohol-removed wine (less than 0.5% alcohol by volume). Here are
some questions you may have as we approach this change:
What was in the cup that Jesus used at the Last Supper?
● It is clear from scripture that the content of the cup was wine made from grapes. The use
of the term “fruit of the vine” (Matthew 26:29) would have referred to nothing other than
grape wine. Grapes would have been harvested in the summer or fall and then allowed
to ferment until it was time to use them in the Feast of the Passover. The fermentation
process begins the moment juice is squeezed from grapes. 1 Corinthians 11:21 indicates
that one of the problems that the Christians at Corinth had in their celebration of the
Lord’s Supper (in addition to open communion, gluttony, and other things like that) was
that they were getting drunk at the Lord’s Supper. This, of course, indicates that alcohol
was present.
Where did grape juice come from?
● Thomas Bramwell Welch came to the United States in 1834 and joined the Wesleyan
Methodist Connexion. This group was strongly opposed to the institution of slavery, but
also to the manufacturing, buying, or selling of intoxicating liquors. They expressly stated
that the Lord’s Supper was to be celebrated using only unfermented wine. The problem
was that there was no way that had yet been developed to completely prevent grapes
from fermenting. Welch solved this problem by inventing a pasteurization process to
accomplish this feat. The express purpose of Welch’s invention of grape juice was to
allow for the Lord’s Supper to be celebrated without the use of wine. Eventually, the
(very faulty) theological position that Jesus didn’t even use wine when he celebrated the
Last Supper with his disciples and was himself a teetotaler developed.
Why is this a big deal?
● Faithfulness to the Word of God is important. In the Sacrament, Jesus gives us his very
body and blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins. We can be certain that
Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper because of his Word. When we don’t follow
Christ’s institution, doubt enters into our minds. Doubt is the enemy of faith. Doubt can
destroy faith, in fact. The last thing we want to have happen in the Sacrament is for
someone to doubt that Christ is there bodily present for the forgiveness of sins. Jesus
used bread and wine in the sacrament. Grape juice is not wine because it has not
fermented. Using anything besides bread and wine in the Sacrament runs contrary to
Christ’s institution.
What’s the difference between grape juice and alcohol-removed wine?
● Alcohol-removed wine, while classified as alcohol-free by the USDA, is still wine. It has
gone through the fermentation process and still contains trace amounts of alcohol (less
than what is found in orange juice).
What about those sensitive to alcohol (recovering alcoholics, allergies, pregnant women, etc.)?
● The Lord would not give his gifts (in this case, his very own blood) to us in order to harm
us. Usually the amount of wine received at communion is so small that it will not cause
any difficulty for people in this position. The way to receive the least amount of wine is to
use the common cup. There you have a greater amount of control when it comes to how
much is consumed. If there is still concern in this area, the alcohol-removed wine is
made available.
What if I don’t like the taste of the wine?
● More important in the sacrament is that you are receiving the body and blood of Christ.
We should not allow personal preferences such as this to interfere with our receiving of
God’s gifts in the sacrament. The reason we come to the Lord’s Table is not because we
like bread and wine, but because we are eating and drinking the body and blood of
Jesus as he bids us to do in his Words of Institution. Again, the way to receive less of the
blood of Christ in the sacrament is to drink from the common cup. The quantity received
is not important.
Please speak with Pastor Vandercook if you have any questions or concerns about this change.

Theological Jargon: Liturgy
The word liturgy is rooted in a Greek word formed from two smaller Greek words and means
“public working.” It is usually now defined as “the form according to which public worship is
conducted.” While the word’s usage precedes the birth of the Christian Church, it is usually used
to refer to the orders used for Christian worship today.
The Lutheran Church is a liturgical church. That is, Lutherans use a set order for worship. Many
have noted that Lutheran services look an awful lot like Roman Catholic services. The reason
for this is that the Roman church and the Lutheran church have the same roots. The intention of
the Reformers (Luther and those that followed him) in the 16th Century was never to rid the
church of all of the rites and ceremonies that existed in the Church, but to keep as much of it
intact, only removing that which was contrary to the Gospel (superstitions, praying to saints,
etc.).
The result of this is that while the liturgy that we use at Shepherd of Peace is relatively new, it is,
in fact quite ancient. The part that is newer is the music. We use Divine Service, Setting One
from Lutheran Service Book each week at SOP. The first time this liturgy appeared in our
hymnals was in Lutheran Worship in 1982.
As for the order of that liturgy, though, it goes back much further. In Luke 24, the resurrected
Jesus encounters two disciples on the road to Emmaus. These two don’t recognize him. They
are in a state of unbelief. They are spiritually blind. They’ve heard the reports of Jesus’
resurrection, but their sin has kept them from believing it and from recognizing Jesus. Jesus
preaches the Word to them, showing them how all the things that have happened to Jesus (to
him) were according to scripture. They then recognize Jesus when he breaks bread. Preaching
of the Word followed by breaking bread. The order for Christian worship is established. We see
it again in Acts. There Luke writes that the Christians gathered together to hear the Word of God
from the apostles, to break bread, and to pray. In other words, they gathered to hear
proclamation of the Word, to receive the Lord’s Supper, and to pray. This continues to be the
order, or liturgy, for Christian worship to this day.
Beyond the order, though, are the words themselves which have been used in the church since
its infancy. The words of the liturgy are, for the most part, direct quotations of Holy Scripture. If
you take a look at the hymnal (if you don’t have one at home, take a look the next time you’re at
church) you’ll see that on each page in the liturgies at the front, there are scripture references
that tell you where the various parts of the liturgy came from. The words we speak, chant, and
sing in the liturgy have been used for centuries. For example, the Preface to Holy Communion is
nearly identical to what is found in the writings of Justin Martyr, an early Second Century
theologian.
Because the words of the liturgy are the words of Scripture and because the liturgy has been
used in the Church since the beginning, we are reluctant to change it much. The words of the
liturgy give us the language of the Christian faith. We commit them from memory sometimes
without even trying. Music helps with this. If I asked any of you to say the words of the Sanctus
(“Holy, holy, holy Lord God of power and might…”) you might struggle with it. But if I started
singing it, you could probably join me without problem. The place where this becomes most
obvious to me is when making shut-in visits. When I visit shut-ins I use the same liturgy that we
use on Sunday morning. We sing the canticles in the communion liturgy (the Sanctus, the
Agnus Dei, and the Nunc Dimittis). More often than not, when I do this, the person I’m visiting
joins me in singing even though they don’t have the words in front of them and even though
they

Preparation for VBS is in full swing! Online
registration has begun.
There are also registration forms on the desk in
the Narthex, as well as invitations for the kids to
give out to their friends. We are still in need of
many helpers...please join us for a planning
meeting May 10th @ 7pm.
We appreciate your prayers for M ighty Fortress,
our Vacation Bible School being held on June 8thJune 10th. Ask God to bring children to our program
so they can know and grow in Jesus, our Savior! Ask
God to provide leaders and helpers for this important
mission.

SONGSTERS

SET BUILDERS
STORYTELLERS

Be part of Mighty Fortress VBS! God’s children of all ages will learn that in
Jesus, the victory is won at Mighty Fortress VBS. AND, every child will hear the
Good News that Jesus, their Savior, has won the victory over sin, death, and the
devil and that God gives us that victory through our Lord Jesus Christ! At Mighty
Fortress VBS, as VBS staff you can live out the theme “In Jesus, the victory is
won” as you share the message and the fun with kids! If you can help full or part
time, we have many ways to be involved to suit your schedule and interests. Call
Georgie at 501-851-4546 or e-mail shepeace@sbcglobal.net, for more information.
Join us to see how in Jesus, the victory is won!
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Quilters, 10a

Bible Study, 6:15p
Confirmation
class, 7:30pm

7

8

9

12

13

Bible hour, 8am
Worship, 9am

Quilters, 10a
BoD, 6:30p

Bible Study, 6:15p Choir, 7pm
Confirmation
VBS meet, 7pm
class, 7:30pm

Bible Study,
10:30a
Mid-week teens,
6:30pm

14

15

16

18

Bible hour, 8am
Worship, 9am
Happy Mother’s
Day!

Quilters, 10a
LM, 7pm

Bible Study, 6:15p Choir, 7pm
Confirmation
class, 7:30pm

Bible Study,
10:30a
Mid-week teens,
6:30pm

21

22

23

25

Bible hour, 8am
Worship, 9am

Quilters, 10a

Bible Study, 6:15p
Confirm class,
7:30pm

28

29

30

Bible hour, 8am
Worship, 9am

Quilters, 10a
Memorial Day

Bible Study, 6:15p
Confirm class,
7:30pm

Bible Study,
10:30a
Mid-week teens,
6:30pm

10

17

24

11

Men’s Prayer
Breakfast, 8:30am

19

20

26

27

Bible Study,
10:30a
Mid-week teens,
6:30pm

31

Special days in

05-01 Ken Aeverman, b
05-04 Carolyn Drane, b
05-05 Georgie Reprogle, b
05-06 Veronica Shepherd, b
05-07 Kristen Annis, b
05-11 Stephanie Anderson, b
05-15 Fred & Melissa Bishop, a
05-15 Steve McDonald, b
05-17 Les Browning, b

05-18 F’lar Ausburn, b21
05-23 Elaine Filter, b
05-25 Michael & Audrey Flakoll, a
05-26 Barrett Davenport, b5
05-27 Maeghan Gibson, b18
05-28 Tony Wray, b
05-29 Ed & Beth Helmstetter, a
05-29 Steve & Kelly McDonald, a
05-29 David & Laura Vandercook, a

05-08 BoD meeting, 6:30pm
05-10 VBS meeting, 7pm
05-14 Mother’s Day
05-15 LM meeting, 7pm
05-29 Memorial Day

“Sensing God” is the theme of the Women’s Retreat at the Lutheran Camp on Petit Jean
May 19-21. The registration deadline is Sunday, May 14.
The retreat will explore how God makes Himself known to us through our five senses.
Sessions will include God’s gift of music, God’s handiwork in the heavens, essential oils
used in the Bible, pleasing tastes and aromas, and more.
Among the session leaders are astronomer Dr. Clay Sherrod, writer Erin David, vocalist and
choir director Maggie Davis, essential oils instructor Jenny Fackler, hostess extraordinaire
Kay Drilling Jones, and Walk Across Arkansas chair Ann Vance.
Optional activities include star gazing, watching the sunrise over the Arkansas River Valley
and a short hike in Petit Jean State Park.
Participants can stay Friday and Saturday night in the bunkhouse cabins or drive up during
the day. Women can learn more or register online at the camp website, lutherancamp.org, or
call the camp office at 501-652-6304. No one will be turned away because of cost.

Maumelle Players are coming
back to Shepherd of Peace!
Look for them to be around Fellowship Hall
as they start their planning stages this
month.

The Quilters have been sewing
away over there in fellowship hall!
Stop in and say hello some time.

EASTER VIGIL
WAS A WONDERFUL
EXPERIENCE

