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With Anticipation
A believer’s hope is in the return of Jesus.

2 PETER 3:3-13,17-18
3 First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to 
scoff, living according to their own desires, 4 saying, “Where is 
the promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they have been since the beginning of creation.” 
5 They willfully ignore this: Long ago the heavens and the earth 
were brought about from water and through water by the word of 
God. 6 Through these waters the world of that time perished when 
it was flooded. 7 But by the same word, the present heavens and 
earth are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment 
and destruction of ungodly men. 8 Dear friends, don’t let this one 
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thing escape you: With the Lord one day is like a thousand years, 
and a thousand years like one day. 9 The Lord does not delay His 
promise, as some understand delay, but is patient with you, not 
wanting any to perish but all to come to repentance. 10 But the Day 
of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day the heavens will pass 
away with a loud noise, the elements will burn and be dissolved, 
and the earth and the works on it will be disclosed. 11 Since all 
these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear what sort of 
people you should be in holy conduct and godliness 12 as you wait 
for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of God. The heavens 
will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and the elements 
will melt with the heat. 13 But based on His promise, we wait for 
the new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness will dwell. 
[...] 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be 
on your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless 
people and fall from your own stability. 18 But grow in the grace 
and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the 
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen. 

Notice the actions believers are to take in anticipation of Jesus’ return. 
How do those actions demonstrate faith in Jesus? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
How much of our lives do we spend waiting? We wait for the bus, 
wait for a taxi, or wait for our oil to be changed. We wait for church 
to start, for the ball game to begin, and for our children to grow up. 
Waiting is part of life. However, we can turn waiting into a positive. 
We can catch up on some reading. We can prepare our hearts for 
worship by spending a few moments praying. We might even use 
the time spent waiting to initiate a conversation about Christ with 
another person who is waiting. Waiting is not a bad thing; it’s a 
necessary thing and we can make the most of it.
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What are your favorite things to do when you have to wait for 
something? Why do you enjoy doing those things as you wait?

Some people might look at the return of Christ as an 
unnecessary wait. But His delay is not arbitrary. Though Jesus’ 
return is certain, the Father is patiently waiting for those who will 
be saved to come to Christ. 

As Peter concluded his second letter, his thoughts turned to 
the return of the Lord. The apostle had now lived long enough to 
witness the rise of those who professed to be followers of Jesus yet 
scoffed at the idea of a literal second coming. Thus, he concluded 
with a strong reminder believers are to be confident in the return 
of Christ. Further, Peter encouraged his readers to build up their 
character (thus expressing their assurance of His return) and to 
demonstrate God’s grace by sharing Christ with all people. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 3:1-18

Peter started his second letter by encouraging his readers to grow in 
their faith. God had gifted them with everything they needed for life 
and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). Peter also encouraged those who saw no 
growth in their lives to examine themselves to make sure they really 
knew the Lord (1:10). Because the churches faced suffering and were 
infiltrated by false teachers who were distorting the Word of God, he 
wanted them to be strong to combat these forces.

Part of that spiritual growth was to establish Christians 
strongly in the Word of God. Peter let them know they could trust 
in the authority of Scripture. He taught that they could trust the 
writings of the apostles because they were based on eyewitness 
accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus. He retold the highlights 
of the transfiguration of Jesus to demonstrate the accuracy of 
the eyewitness accounts (1:16-18). He also pointed out the Old 
Testament prophecies that were fulfilled as examples of why they 
could trust Scripture (1:19). 

In chapter 2, Peter exposed the false teachers. He assured his 
readers that the false teachers would not escape punishment for 
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their arrogant opposition to the truth. In the final chapter of his 
letter, Peter turned to the topic perverted by the false teachers—
the return of Jesus Christ. He wrote the final section to explain the 
truth about Christ’s coming, the reason for the delay, and to warn 
unbelievers to be ready and Christians to live holy.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
A SURE RETURN (2 PET . 3:3-7)

VERSES 3-4
3 First, be aware of this: Scoffers will come in the last days to 
scoff, living according to their own desires, 4 saying, “Where is the 
promise of His coming? Ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things 
continue as they have been since the beginning of creation.” 

Peter called the false teachers scoffers. They made fun of those who 
expected a literal return of Jesus Christ. Since the false teachers did 
not believe in the coming of Christ, they had no incentive to live a 
holy life, so they were living according to their own desires. 

The false prophets questioned why Jesus had not yet returned. 
As many as 30 years had passed since the ascension of Jesus, and 
still they saw no sign of His return. The world went on just like it 
did every day without the return of Christ. The sun always rose. 
The rains always came. The earth was in a cycle that they believed 
would not be broken by Christ’s return. 

VERSE 5
5 They willfully ignore this: Long ago the heavens and the earth were 
brought about from water and through water by the word of God. 

The scoffers overlooked some great events that interrupted the 
world’s cycle. First, Peter mentioned creation itself. By God’s 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Last Things 

According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to 
the earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness.
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spoken word He created the heavens and the earth. The universe 
didn’t exist and then it did. This was a huge interruption in the 
way things were. Peter took a jab at the false prophets with the 
words willfully ignore. This was not an oversight but a rejection of 
the obvious. 

VERSE 6
6 Through these waters the world of that time perished when it 
was flooded. 

Peter mentioned a second event that demonstrated how God could 
intervene in the order of the world. The flood waters came and all 
the people of the world perished except those inside the ark. The 
false teachers taught Christ would not return because God would 
never interrupt the world. Noah and his family knew different.

VERSE 7
7 But by the same word, the present heavens and earth are stored 
up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of 
ungodly men. 

Since God proved once He could judge the world by His spoken 
word, Peter said that He could also hold back judgment until the 
proper time. Peter revealed that instead of using water, God would 
use fire as judgment. The fire of a literal hell will provide judgment 
for those who refuse to repent and who reject Christ. His delay put 
off two events: the day of judgment and the destruction of ungodly 
men. This would happen eventually, but it was not yet time.

What are some reasons people doubt the second coming of 
Christ today?

THE PATIENT FATHER (2 PET . 3:8-9)

VERSE 8
8 Dear friends, don’t let this one thing escape you: With the Lord 
one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day. 
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Peter revealed the reason for the delay of Christ’s return. God 
is patient. In verse 8, Peter explained that length of time was 
irrelevant to God. To begin this line of thought, he reached back to 
Psalm 90:4: “For in Your sight a thousand years are like yesterday 
that passes by, like a few hours of the night.” Time is precious to 
those who only live 70 years. But to God, who always has been and 
always will be, time is not a factor. He transcends time.

The psalmist contrasted the eternity of God with the brevity 
of humanity, but Peter contrasted the eternity of God with the 
impatient expectations of the false prophets. In the psalmist’s way 
of counting years, it has only been two days since the ascension of 
Christ. That puts Peter’s argument in perspective. The Father is not 
worried about the delay.

VERSE 9
9 The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come 
to repentance. 

This verse is the crux of Peter’s argument. The false prophets said 
Jesus would never return because the delay had been too long. 
Peter reinterpreted the delay with the word patient. God was not 
delaying; He was patiently waiting for something. 

God does not want any to perish. Rather, He wants all to come 
to repentance. As long as He delays, unbelievers still have an 

BIBLE SKILL:  Read, reflect on, and react emotionally to a verse.

Focus on 2 Peter 3:9. Read the verse aloud several times. Each time, 
emphasize different words as you read. For example, in one reading 
emphasize words referring to human beings, such as “some,” “you,” and 
“any.” Then read the verse again emphasizing all the actions, such as 
“delay,” “perish,” and “repentance.” Make notes on your thoughts. How 
does this verse move you emotionally? What feelings were evoked by the 
different words and phrases as you emphasized them?
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opportunity to repent and turn to Jesus. This does not mean that 
all will be saved. Rather, it means God grants every opportunity for 
people to repent. One day the wait will be complete and Jesus will 
return to judge the living and the dead. 

How do the creation story and the flood event pointed to by Peter 
illustrate God’s grace and mercy? How is God’s timing of the second 
coming an act of both grace and mercy?

THE WARNING ISSUED (2 PET . 3:10)

VERSE 10
10 But the Day of the Lord will come like a thief; on that day 
the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, the elements will 
burn and be dissolved, and the earth and the works on it will 
be disclosed. 

Using an image he heard from Jesus, Peter revealed that the 
coming •Day of the Lord (see p. 6) will come like a thief (Matt. 
24:43-44). The thief appears unexpectedly, and those he comes to 
rob have a false assurance of safety. For those who are unprepared 
for Christ’s return, it will certainly be like a thief coming to them. 
They will be caught unaware and unprepared.  

Three things will happen when Jesus returns that will signal the 
end of the world as we know it. First, the heavens will pass away with 
a loud noise. Second, Peter declared that the elements would burn 
and be dissolved. Some question exists over whether this refers to the 
basic building blocks of the world or the heavenly bodies such as the 
sun and the moon. It could refer to either. Either way, it describes the 
total destruction of the world order. Third, the earth and all that is in 
it will be disclosed. Not only will the earth itself be exposed, so will 
the works that people have done. The return of Christ will usher in a 
day of judgment that unbelievers will be unprepared to face.  

What illustrations other than a thief could be used to describe the Day of 
the Lord? 
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WHILE WAITING (2 PET . 3:11-13,17-18)

VERSES 11-12
11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, it is clear 
what sort of people you should be in holy conduct and godliness 
12 as you wait for and earnestly desire the coming of the day of 
God. The heavens will be on fire and be dissolved because of it, and 
the elements will melt with the heat. 

Peter did not defend the doctrine of the second coming of Jesus 
merely for theological discussion. He revealed how people should 
live in light of the imminent return of Christ. Holiness involves 
two sides—separation from evil and dedication to God. We need to 
separate from the evil of the world and live in such a way that we 
accomplish God’s purposes and bring glory to His name. We will 
one day give account of our lives to God.

Peter encouraged his readers to earnestly desire Christ’s coming. 
The coming of Christ is not something believers should fear but 
something we eagerly anticipate. The expression earnestly desire can 
also be translated “hasten the coming,” indicating that by living 
holy lives believers can speed up the coming of the Lord. Certainly 
Jesus taught that the gospel would spread to all ethnicities before 
the end would come (Matt. 24:14), and perhaps Peter had this in 
mind as he spoke of hastening the day. 

VERSE 13
13 But based on His promise, we wait for the new heavens and a 
new earth, where righteousness will dwell. 

Lest people worry about the dissolution of the earth, God 
promised to bring new heavens and a new earth. Some Bible 
students understand Peter to be indicating that this will be a 
brand-new universe, created by the word of God from nothing 
just like the original creation (see 3:5). Others believe Peter was 
talking about a transformation of the elements of the existing 
universe. There are indications in Scripture that the final home of 
the resurrected, redeemed saints will be the New Jerusalem that 
has come down to the recreated earth (Rev. 21–22). Whatever the 
case, the main point is that our final destination will be where 
righteousness will dwell.
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How is the life we are to live in anticipation of the return of Jesus a 
reflection of the life we will have after His return? 

VERSE 17
17 Therefore, dear friends, since you know this in advance, be on 
your guard, so that you are not led away by the error of lawless 
people and fall from your own stability. 

This verse summarizes why Peter has spent the better part of 
two chapters refuting the teaching of the false prophets. He did 
not want believers to be led away by the error of lawless people. 
The false teachers did not believe that they would face judgment 
or have to give account of themselves, so they felt free to live in 
ungodliness. However, we know better. We know that one day 
Christ will return and bring judgment on the ungodly. Therefore, 
believers need to remain strong.

VERSE 18
18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and to the day of 
eternity. Amen. 

Peter ended his letter where he started it—with a call to spiritual 
growth. He encouraged his readers to grow in the grace and 
knowledge of Jesus Christ. We do not have perfect knowledge or 
perfect understanding of God’s grace. We still need to grow into all 
the things God has given us for life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3). This 
growth is not merely theological knowledge or understanding. It 
is the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. Our relationship with 
Him needs to deepen.

If a person is growing in his or her spiritual life, all the other issues faced 
in this life become secondary. Do you agree or disagree? Explain.  
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IN MY CONTEXT
Believers can be confident in the return of Christ. We can urgently 
show God’s grace by sharing Christ with all people. Believers 
demonstrate assurance of the return of Christ by building godly 
character in anticipation of that return. 

How can you use the truths presented in this passage when confronted 
by a skeptic who denies the return of Jesus? Record key points. With 
whom can you share these insights? 

Write the names of people you know who have not yet accepted Jesus. 
Thank God for His patience, ask that He send someone to share with 
them, and express a willingness to be that person. 

Quickly review the previous sessions in the study, looking for insights you 
highlighted and actions you identified. How have these insights been turned 
into action in the course of this study? Share with the Bible study group 
how you have grown, encouraging each other in your spiritual walks.  

MEMORY VERSE
The Lord does not delay His promise, as some understand delay, 
but is patient with you, not wanting any to perish but all to come to 
repentance. —2 Peter 3:9
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