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With Trust
God’s Word is trustworthy in all ways.

2 PETER 1:12-21
12 Therefore I will always remind you about these things, even 
though you know them and are established in the truth you have. 
13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this bodily tent, to wake 
you up with a reminder, 14 knowing that I will soon lay aside my 
tent, as our Lord Jesus Christ has also shown me. 15 And I will also 
make every effort that you may be able to recall these things at any 
time after my departure. 16 For we did not follow cleverly contrived 
myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 
17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, 
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a voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory: This is My beloved 
Son. I take delight in Him! 18 And we heard this voice when it came 
from heaven while we were with Him on the holy mountain. 19 So we 
have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do well to pay 
attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, until the day 
dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all, you 
should know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from one’s own 
interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; 
instead, men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

Notice the different types or sources of revelation identified by Peter. 
How does each type or source compare to the others? What makes one 
more reliable than the other? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
In our day of social media, we have a problem determining which 
information is true and which is false. Hoaxes abound on the 
Internet. From the death of celebrities to new ways of charging 
your phone in the microwave, these hoaxes make people suspicious 
of all media. So in this day of truth and untruth, who can a 
person trust? 

What individuals or sources do you consider trustworthy? How did 
you reach this conclusion about them? In your opinion, why does 
“trustworthiness” seem so hard to come by today? 

Trustworthiness can apply to things as well as to individuals. 
For example, many cooks have discovered cookbooks with recipes 
that always turn out great. Well-designed buildings (or bridges or 
airplanes) earn our confidence, and we entrust our lives to them. 
The apostle Peter, however, drew his readers’ attention to Scripture 
as trustworthy in all ways. The Bible came from eyewitnesses to 
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the truths that it described (2 Pet. 1:16-18). Peter, the writer of 
this letter, was one of those eyewitnesses. He had walked with 
Jesus. He had heard His teaching. The stories did not come to him 
secondhand but through his own eyes. Furthermore, Peter affirmed 
that the Holy Spirit inspired the Word of God as it was written, 
carefully guarding it against error or untruth. Peter believed that 
through eyewitness accounts and the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in the process of writing, his readers could trust the Word of God 
to give them everything they needed to know about God and 
the gospel. 

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 1:12-21

Peter wrote this letter to Christians who were living in a society 
with competing claims concerning the source of religious truth. 
Furthermore, Peter was about to warn his readers of false teachers 
who would come into the church to spread teachings destructive 
to their faith (2 Pet. 2:1-22). The apostle knew that his readers’ 
faith and experience needed to be grounded in the trustworthy 
and inspired Word of God. These original readers of 2 Peter likely 
came from a Gentile background. They had not been taught the 
Scriptures as those with a Jewish background would have been. 
Thus, Peter thought it essential to provide an understanding of 
what the Scriptures really are. 

In 1:12-15, Peter explained that he wanted his original readers 
to be able to recall God’s truth after his death, which was at hand. 
He went on to note His own experiences of Jesus’ life. Eyewitness 
testimony in the Gospels is one factor involved in our accepting 
the reliability of what the evangelists recorded (1:16-18). At last, 
Peter got to the main point: God’s written Word is the result of God 
speaking through humans. Therefore, it is reliable and true, and we 
can depend on its truthfulness (1:19-21). 

KEY DOCTRINE:  The Scriptures

The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation 
of Himself to man.
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EXPLORE THE TEXT
NEEDED REMINDERS (2 PET . 1:12-15)

VERSE 12
12 Therefore I will always remind you about these things, even 
though you know them and are established in the truth you have. 

Peter had previously encouraged his readers to examine their 
calling and election to make sure that they were indeed followers 
of Christ (2 Pet. 1:10). He told them that true believers would 
never stumble and would inherit an eternal kingdom with God 
(vv. 10-11). This is the connection he made in verse 12 with the 
word therefore. Peter reminded them about these things, probably a 
reference to the entire truth of verses 3-11: that God had provided 
everything they needed for faith and godliness.

Peter admitted they knew the truth, but he had no qualms 
about reminding them of it. Three times in the next four verses 
he spoke of reminding them about spiritual truths. Even mature 
believers need reminding of spiritual truth. The apostle expressed 
confidence they were established in the truth.  

VERSE 13
13 I consider it right, as long as I am in this bodily tent, to wake you 
up with a reminder, 

As long as Peter was alive, he intended to keep reminding them 
of spiritual truths they had already learned. Peter described his 
life as a tent that was only temporary or transitory. Paul also used 
this imagery (2 Cor. 5:1-4). Peter seemed to have an awareness his 
death was imminent, and he desired to wake up the believers who 
may have grown complacent. The word for wake is a strong one, and 
could also be translated as “arouse.”  

Why would it be important to remind even mature believers of the truth? 
If you knew your time was short, what spiritual reminders would you give 
to those close to you?
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VERSE 14
14 knowing that I will soon lay aside my tent, as our Lord Jesus 
Christ has also shown me. 

Peter’s awareness of his impending death did not come merely by 
an internal feeling but by a revelation of Jesus Christ. Using the 
imagery from the previous verse, he said he would soon lay aside his 
earthly tent. This is a refreshing way to look at death, especially since 
Peter’s death would end violently with martyrdom. Others might 
note the cruelty or the injustice in his death. Peter looked at it as 
dropping his tent and moving on to a better dwelling place. 

The question of when Jesus revealed to Peter the details of Peter’s 
death are uncertain. Some have suggested this was a reference to 
John 13:36. Others have suggested it referred to John 21:18-19, 
where Jesus seemed to be clear about the details of his death. It 
could also refer to a revelation Jesus gave to Peter after the events 
of John 21. Knowing his time was limited, Peter concentrated on 
strengthening other Christians.

VERSE 15
15 And I will also make every effort that you may be able to recall 
these things at any time after my departure. 

By continually reminding his readers of the truths they should 
embrace, Peter was making every effort to implant these truths 
in their minds and hearts. He wanted them to be able to recall 
them at any moment because he understood that he would not be 
with them much longer. Some have seen in this verse a reference 
to the Gospel of Mark as the effort that was being made to write 
something that would be remembered by people after Peter’s death. 
(According to Christian tradition, Mark’s gospel was based on 
Peter’s eyewitness accounts.) Others believe it was the letter itself 
that was Peter’s effort. Though we do not know for certain the 
nature of the effort, we know Peter spent his remaining time on 
earth strengthening believers.

What are practical ways we could strengthen others in their faith?
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EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS (2 PET . 1:16-18)

VERSE 16
16 For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made 
known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
instead, we were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 

Some claimed that the stories of Christ’s power and majesty 
were nothing more than cleverly contrived myths. Both Greek 
and Roman religions were filled with such myths about their 
gods. A myth was a story that had no historical basis. It was a 
legend, such as the story of Paul Bunyan and his blue ox. Though 
the stories are interesting and sometimes even heart-warming, 
they are not tied to history. Peter made sure that when it came 
to Christ’s ministry, death, and resurrection, he clearly tied it to 
historical fact.

The two areas that were under attack by the false teachers were 
the power and coming of Jesus. Some people believe that these 
two words describe the same event, which would be rendered “the 
powerful coming” of Jesus. It is possible the false teachers had set 
their sights on discrediting the possibility of the second coming 
of Jesus. 

Peter countered the claims of the false teachers by claiming he and 
others were eyewitnesses of His majesty. Lest some thought that Jesus 
could not come powerfully, in the next two verses Peter reminded 
them of a time when Christ’s power was displayed in great majesty. 
That occurred at the Mount of Transfiguration (Matt. 17:1-13). 

VERSE 17
17 For when He received honor and glory from God the Father, a 
voice came to Him from the Majestic Glory: This is My beloved Son. 
I take delight in Him! 

One of the most significant events validating the life and ministry 
of Jesus as the Son of God was the transfiguration. Jesus went 
to the top of a mountain with Peter, James, and John. As He 
was on the mountain, He was transfigured in front of their 
eyes, with His face shining like the sun (Matt. 17:2). His clothes 
even became white. After he was transfigured, Moses and Elijah 
appeared and talked with Him. After seeing the glory of Christ, the 
disciples heard a voice from heaven saying, This is My beloved Son. 
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I take delight in Him! (See Matt. 17:5.) God validated His Son by 
displaying His power and authority. Moses, the receiver of the law, 
and Elijah, the first of the prophets, left. Jesus alone remained 
(Matt. 17:8). He rose above the law and the prophets as the minister 
of a new covenant. 

VERSE 18
18 And we heard this voice when it came from heaven while we were 
with Him on the holy mountain. 

Peter emphatically stated all three of the disciples who were on 
the mountain heard the heavenly voice speak from the mountain. 
The exact mountain where this took place is debated. Some have 
identified the traditional site as Mount Tabor in the Plain of 
Jezreel, but that is a modest mountain. Others have thought it 
to be Mount Hermon near Caesarea Philippi, which was a much 
bigger mountain. The important point is that the mountain was 
an ordinary mountain made holy by the presence of Jesus and the 
glory of the transfiguration. 

How would you handle critics who question the divine nature of Jesus? 
What would be the value of having eyewitness accounts when addressing 
a critic? 

WRITTEN BY GOD (2 PET . 1:19-21)

VERSE 19
19 So we have the prophetic word strongly confirmed. You will do 
well to pay attention to it, as to a lamp shining in a dismal place, 
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 

Peter turned from eyewitness accounts to the prophetic word of 
the Old Testament Scriptures. If the false teachers and Christian 
readers would not believe Peter’s eyewitness accounts about Jesus, 
he could point to the Old Testament prophecies about the Messiah. 
He had eyewitnesses and prophecy on his side.  

The apostle encouraged his readers to pay attention to the 
prophetic word about Jesus, because the day was going to dawn. 
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Peter may have been referring to the day of Jesus’ coming 
mentioned in 2 Peter 1:16. At the dawn of the day, the •morning 
star (see p. 6) would rise. This is the only occurrence of this word 
in the New Testament, but the same idea appears in Revelation 
22:16, as Jesus identifies Himself as the Bright Morning Star. Old 
Testament prophecies had connected the Messiah with a star. 
Numbers 24:17 spoke of a star that would rise from Jacob. 

What did Peter mean when he said that the morning star would 
rise in your hearts? Did he spiritualize the second coming of Christ 
and believe it would only happen in a spiritual sense, or was there 
another meaning? If he did spiritualize it, it would be counter 
to the teaching of the remainder of the book, because Peter was 
looking for a bodily return of Jesus Christ. Peter was displaying 
the effect of Christ’s return. When the morning star (Christ) rises, 
it will shine the full light of Christ’s presence into our hearts, and 
believers will be transformed by it. 

VERSE 20
20 First of all, you should know this: No prophecy of Scripture 
comes from one’s own interpretation, 

Verse 20 has two different interpretations based on the 
translation and meaning of the word interpretation. It could mean 
“interpretation,” but it could also mean “origin.” Translated as 
“interpretation,” the meaning of the verse is that no person is able 
to interpret Scripture without the assistance of the Holy Spirit. 
Private interpretations devoid of the Spirit’s teaching are not 
acceptable. If the word is translated “origin,” it means that people 
cannot make up their own meaning of Scripture. The meaning 
does not originate with them but with the biblical writers and the 
Holy Spirit. 

Both of these interpretations are similar. The principle Peter 
put forth first of all is that prophecy originates with the Holy Spirit 
and is neither man-made nor freely interpreted by man. The false 
teachers were distorting Scripture for their own interpretations 
and usages. However, Peter called them to follow the leading of 
the Spirit. 

VERSE 21
21 because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men 
spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
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This verse provides the clearest example of how inspiration worked 
as fallible people wrote infallible Scripture. Peter first stated that 
no prophecy ever came by the will of man. Biblical writers did not 
sit down one day and say, “I’m going to write the Bible.” They wrote 
in their natural abilities, and yet God overshadowed the process 
to produce the inerrant Word of God. Even though many of them 
were writing letters, histories, or biographies, God intended them 
for more. Though humans wrote, their words came from God. In a 
union of humanity and divinity, the Word of God came into being 
just as Christ had entered the world in His incarnation—divinity 
wrapped in humanity. 

The finished product appeared only as men were moved by the 
Holy Spirit to record the words God desired for them to write. 
The verb moved is a nautical metaphor taken from sailing a boat. 
(Peter had been a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee.) Moved can be 
translated “carried along,” like a boat whose sails have been hoisted 
to the breeze. This same verb occurs in Acts 27:15,17, describing 
Paul’s ship as it was driven along by the wind. The Holy Spirit acted 
to reveal the words, record the words, and preserve the truth of 
what should be contained in Scripture. God used imperfect men 
to write a book that is perfect in every way. We can trust the Bible 
because while men were the writers, God is the Author. 

How would you explain the inspiration of the Scriptures to someone who 
wonders why they should believe a book written by humans?

BIBLE SKILL:  Memorize a verse and apply it to a real-life situation.

Memorize 2 Peter 1:21 in your preferred Bible translation. Write the verse in 
your own words. Finally, write two or three sentences here or in a journal, 
stating how this verse can help you make a difficult decision or face a 
challenging situation. 
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IN MY CONTEXT
Believers can remind each other of the truth of the gospel and the 
Scriptures. Believers can affirm the power of the gospel through the 
demonstrations of that power that they have witnessed. The Bible 
is reliable and can be trusted as the Word of God. 

What can your Bible study group do to help others struggling to believe 
the Bible? List actions that can be taken within the group and beyond the 
group that demonstrate trust in the Bible. 

How have you seen God demonstrate the power of the gospel in your 
own life? How can you share with others what you have experienced?  

How do you approach those who are skeptical about the message of 
the Bible? Record ways you could use passages studied in this session to 
address the skeptic.  

MEMORY VERSE
Because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, 
men spoke from God as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 
—2 Peter 1:21
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