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Being Useful
God’s power shapes character as believers grow in their faith.

2 PETER 1:3-11
3 His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His 
own glory and goodness. 4 By these He has given us very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may share in the divine 
nature, escaping the corruption that is in the world because of evil 
desires. 5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with goodness, goodness with knowledge, 6 knowledge with 
self-control, self-control with endurance, endurance with godliness, 
7 godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with 
love. 8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they will 
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keep you from being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 The person who lacks these things is blind and 
shortsighted and has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 
10 Therefore, brothers, make every effort to confirm your calling 
and election, because if you do these things you will never stumble. 
11 For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you. 

Note the progression of the virtues listed in verses 5-7. How does each 
virtue listed make the next one possible? 

FIRST THOUGHTS
Imagine the scene at a sporting event. The fans have arrived, 
and everyone is waiting for the teams to enter. The players have 
practiced, worked out, and listened to the coaches. They’re ready. 
Right before the teams enter, a live feed of the visiting team’s head 
coach appears on the screens. “Men, you are completely prepared. 
You have done everything I’ve asked, and you know everything you 
need to know. I assure you we will win today’s game!” 

How would you respond if you were in the stands? What if you were a 
member of the home team? 

That sounds too confident, doesn’t it? There are few situations 
we face in which there’s a 100% provision of what’s needed and 
success is guaranteed. How different our lives would be if there 
were more absolutely sure things in our future. As Peter wrote his 
second letter, he began on a remarkably confident note. He wanted 
his readers to move forward in their lives with absolute assurance 
God had provided everything they needed to succeed in living godly 
lives. As we will see, for Peter, success was not about winning or 
losing a game but about building true character. 
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UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
2 PETER 1:1-11

In his first letter, Peter emphasized suffering and the role it 
was playing in the lives of believers. In his second letter, Peter 
emphasized practical Christian living. Second Peter emphasizes 
faith and godly living and warns against tolerating false teachers 
who are leading people away from the truth. The letter ends with 
the certainty of Christ’s return and the impact it has on believers in 
creating a desire for holy living.

The writer of 2 Peter identified himself as the apostle Peter 
(2 Pet. 1:1), using the Semitic version of Simeon used elsewhere 
only in Acts 15:14. In the letter he referred to events that were 
personal to Simon Peter the apostle. The writer was an eyewitness 
of the transfiguration (2 Pet. 1:16-18), which would only have been 
true of Peter, James, and John. He even quoted the words spoken 
at that event (1:17). 

Writing toward the end of his life, Peter reminded his readers of 
the return of Christ and urged them to combat false teaching that 
may have grown even stronger after his death. He wrote pastorally 
to his recipients out of concern for the church.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
STAND ON GOD’S COMPLETE PROVISION (2 PET . 1:3-4)

VERSE 3
3 His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own 
glory and goodness. 

We have tremendous resources based on our knowledge of 
Christ. This knowledge of Him is relationship knowledge rather 
than merely knowledge about Him. We know Him not because 
of any inherent abilities but because Jesus called us to Himself. 
We are saved not by our own abilities but by divine power. 
However, because of that salvation, God has given us everything 
required for life and godliness. By life, Peter meant eternal life, 
which is a gift of God. By godliness, he meant the transformation 
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believers experience as they are changed from sinful beings into 
godly people.

If we are going to be used by God, we must realize God has provided 
everything we need to be successful in our spiritual walk with Christ. 
He has secured our future and changed our present. When people fail 
to honor God in their walk with Him, they cannot say it was because 
God did not give them what they needed to be successful.  

Peter emphasized three particular aspects of the Christ who 
called us. First, He called us. Salvation did not originate with us but 
rather is based on God’s initiative. Second, He called us by His own 
glory. Christ is characterized by glory. The glory of the Father and 
the Son is the splendor of God’s identity: who He is. Third, He is 
characterized by goodness. This refers to God’s virtue or excellence 
in everything that He does.

VERSE 4
4 By these He has given us very great and precious promises, so 
that through them you may share in the divine nature, escaping 
the corruption that is in the world because of evil desires. 

By His glory and goodness Christ has given us some very great and 
precious promises. These promises, among other things, involve 
sharing in the divine nature. This does not mean we become gods, 
as some other religions may teach. However, we do have Christ 
within us (John 14:23), which enables us to become increasingly 
like Christ in our thoughts and actions. 

To share in the divine nature is also to escape the corruption 
that is in the world. This involves progressive sanctification, 
whereby a believer grows in his or her relationship to God, 
shedding sinful attitudes and actions while embracing godly 
thoughts and deeds. Certainly this does not happen ultimately 
until we are changed by seeing Jesus face-to-face (1 John 3:2-3). 
Trusting in Christ does not make a person instantly perfect, but 
it does begin a process where He begins to transform us into His 
own likeness. 

How does knowing that God has provided everything we need give us 
confidence in serving Him? 
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CULTIVATE YOUR CHARACTER (2 PET . 1:5-9)

VERSE 5
5 For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith 
with goodness, goodness with knowledge, 

God initiated salvation and has provided everything necessary for 
godliness, though this does not absolve us from our responsibility 
in relation to spiritual growth. Peter encouraged Christians to 
make every effort to supplement our faith. This is not to indicate 
our faith is somehow inadequate in itself or needs human effort to 
complete it. This is not referring to salvation but rather to spiritual 
growth. Faith in Christ is fully adequate for godliness, but we have 
a responsibility to live in light of that salvation. Peter was not 
creating some legalistic form of works righteousness, but rather 
was showing how gospel transformation works.

Peter listed a chain of virtues that promote spiritual growth. 
The chain starts with faith. By faith we are born again. Until faith 
is present, good works mean nothing. It’s impossible to please God 
without faith (Heb. 11:6). 

Peter encourages us to add goodness to our faith. This word 
could be translated as moral excellence. This is the same quality 

BIBLE SKILL:  Use other Scripture to help understand a 
Bible passage. 

“Virtue lists” are found in several New Testament passages. Compare 
2 Peter 1:5-6 to the following lists from Paul’s epistles: 2 Corinthians 6:6; 
Galatians 5:22-23; Colossians 3:12-14; 1 Timothy 4:12; 6:11. Develop a 
table showing the virtues in each passage and noting which virtues appear 
multiple times. Which virtues are the most frequently noted? What does the 
frequency reveal about the importance of each virtue? 
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that Peter attributed to God Himself in 1:3. Because God is 
characterized by excellence and virtue, He expects those in His 
family to become like Him in this regard. As we encounter Christ 
in faith, we should then pursue moral excellence in a world that is 
counter to the ways of Jesus. 

Also, Peter encourages us to supplement goodness with 
knowledge. We come to Christ as newborn babies needing milk, 
but we must move on to solid foods (1 Cor. 3:2; Heb. 5:12). Factual 
knowledge of truth is an important facet of the Christian life.

VERSE 6
6 knowledge with self-control, self-control with endurance, 
endurance with godliness, 

Next on the chain of virtues, Peter suggested supplementing 
knowledge with self-control. Self-control was one of the most prized 
virtues in the Greek world. What good is knowledge if it has no 
self-restraint? This may have been a jab at the false teachers who 
claimed to be filled with knowledge but were living sensual lives 
(2 Pet. 2:2) and were inflamed by sinful desires (2:10).  

In addition to self-control, believers need to add endurance. 
Perseverance is a strong virtue for believers because it 
demonstrates God’s power to keep them (1:3-8). A faulty faith 
cannot finish the race. 

The next item on the chain of virtues is godliness. Even though 
believers have received everything we need for godliness (1:3), we 
still need to appropriate it in our lives. We must pursue godliness in 
our character. 

VERSE 7
7 godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection 
with love. 

The two final qualities on the chain of virtues are brotherly 
affection and love. Both of these words describe love, but the first 
one describes the kind of love between two brothers. Elsewhere, 
it is used to describe the way we should treat others (Rom. 12:10; 
1 Thess. 4:9; Heb. 13:1; 1 Pet. 1:22). The way we treat others says 
something about our faith, goodness, knowledge, self-control, 
and godliness. 

The word love translates the Greek word agape, which describes 
the kind of love God has for us. It is an unconditional love that 
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keeps loving even when we do not deserve it. Paul taught that love 
surpassed other virtues such as faith and hope (1 Cor. 13:13).  

VERSE 8
8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they will keep 
you from being useless or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Peter explained the point of listing the virtues. He said that if 
we are growing in these qualities, then we will not be useless or 
unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. The word for 
useless was used to describe idle workers who wasted their time 
in the marketplace instead of working (see Matt. 20:3,6). James 
used the same word to explain faith without works is useless 
(Jas. 2:20). 

Peter also described those who do not grow in faith as unfruitful. 
Like seed planted on thorny ground, they cannot produce desirable 
fruit (Matt. 13:22). Working for the Lord when we haven’t grown 
in godliness is like casting seed into the ground that has no hope of 
bearing fruit.

Why is it important to be useful and fruitful in God’s kingdom? What 
obstacles might you need to overcome to develop the virtues listed?   

VERSE 9
9 The person who lacks these things is blind and shortsighted and 
has forgotten the cleansing from his past sins. 

Those who do not grow in faith have two vision problems. They 
are blind and nearsighted. They cannot see far enough down 
the road to navigate. By not growing in their faith, they have 
forgotten the first virtue—faith. They have forgotten that they 
have been cleansed from their past sins. They are not living 
as forgiven sinners but as unconverted people who are still in 
their sins. 

Even though God has provided everything needed for us to 
live godly lives, it is possible for us to become shortsighted and live 
like those who do not believe. When that happens, it is important 
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that we go back and re-examine our “calling and election” (v. 10). 
Continuing to live in a state of carnality is dangerous. God calls 
true believers out of that state of life. 

LIVE WITH ASSURANCE (2 PET . 1:10-11)

VERSE 10
10 Therefore, brothers, make every effort to confirm your calling 
and election, because if you do these things you will never stumble. 

Therefore, that is, in light of what was written in verses 3-9, 
Peter challenged his audience. He believed they were genuine 
Christians, referring to them as brothers. The challenge was to 
make every effort (a phrase using similar vocabulary to 1:5) to 
examine their calling and election. This endeavor would result in a 
personal confirmation—that is, making something firm in their 
personal experience. The word confirm was legal terminology for 
validating a will. If indeed God has called and elected us to be 
His children, then we should progress over time in our growth in 
godliness. We should not expect instant perfection when we come 
to Christ, but we should expect spiritual growth as we progress in 
our faith. 

Peter skillfully noted both God’s initiative in salvation as well 
as our human responsibility. On one hand is God’s calling and 
election of persons. God has done everything necessary to secure 
our salvation. He chose us before we were born, and in the course 
of time He called us to a relationship with Him. (See Rom. 8:28-
30; 1 Pet. 2:9; and Rev. 17:14 for other passages in which God’s 
choosing and calling are both noted.) On the other hand is our 
human responsibility to believe the gospel and to continue to cling 
to Christ and to do these things that Peter had just exhorted. 

Peter explained the reasoning for examining our faith. 
Believers who examine their faith and determine they have a 
walk with Christ will never stumble. Peter did not mean they 

KEY DOCTRINE:  Justification 

Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His 
righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. 
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KEY DOCTRINE:  Justification 

Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His 
righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ. 

will be sinless. He meant those believers will not experience 
spiritual disaster. 

Those who lack assurance of their faith continue to stumble, 
usually over the same roadblocks. Because they have not settled 
the fundamental issue in their lives, whether or not they know the 
Lord, they lack the power and confidence to be useful to God. They 
bumble their way through life tripping over obstacles which God 
could remove from their lives.

Temptations will come, and sometimes we yield to temptation, 
but the emphasis here is not on the individual event but the 
progression of our spiritual lives. We will never be left behind or 
fall off the course toward heaven. Having assurance of salvation 
will help us not to be blind and shortsighted, even when we fall 
into sin or face problems. We will keep our eyes on the Author and 
Finisher of our faith (Heb. 12:1-2).

VERSE 11
11 For in this way, entry into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ will be richly supplied to you. 

Those of us who know the Lord have a high calling and a secure 
future. Because we know we have entry into God’s eternal kingdom 
in heaven, we can have more confidence to live here on earth. Peter 
reminds us this is not accomplished by our spiritual growth; it is 
richly supplied to us. Salvation was a gift of grace, and spiritual 
growth is the outcome of that gift. 

As assured Christians, we have no worries of being left behind 
because we might fall. God has given us salvation as a gift, and He 
holds on to us by His mighty power (1 Pet. 1:3-5). He will finish 
what He has started in us (Phil. 1:6). Nobody can pluck us out of 
His hand (John 10:28). That is why it is so important to confirm our 
calling and election by God. If we are not truly saved, we have none 
of His promises. If we are truly saved, He has given us everything 
we need for faith and godliness so we will be useful in His hands.

What evidence could a person point to that proves a person is truly 
following Christ? How does assurance of salvation impact how a 
person lives? 

© 2016 LifeWay



110 E x pl or e t h e Bi bl e |  P er son a l St u dy Gu i de

IN MY CONTEXT
Believers can be thankful that God provides complete salvation 
through faith in Christ. Believers can cooperate with God in the 
building of godly character. Believers can live with confidence in 
the promise of salvation. 

Quietly reflect on the truth that God provides complete salvation through 
faith in Christ. Record your thoughts, including a prayer thanking God for 
His complete provision.  

What can your Bible study group do to promote Christian growth in 
the lives of its members? Focus on actions that can be done as a group. 
Record actions that can be implemented within the group. 

Examine your own faith. What evidence can be pointed to that indicates 
you are a follower of Christ? If you have doubts, visit with your Bible 
study group leader or a mature Christian. 

MEMORY VERSE
His divine power has given us everything required for life and 
godliness through the knowledge of Him who called us by His own 
glory and goodness. —2 Peter 1:3
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