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When Ridiculed
Believers honor God by faithfulness through persecution.

1 PETER 4:12-19
12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes 
among you to test you as if something unusual were happening 
to you. 13 Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of the 
Messiah, so that you may also rejoice with great joy at the 
revelation of His glory. 14 If you are ridiculed for the name of 
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God 
rests on you. 15 None of you, however, should suffer as a murderer, 
a thief, an evildoer, or a meddler. 16 But if anyone suffers as a 
“Christian,” he should not be ashamed but should glorify God 
in having that name. 17 For the time has come for judgment to 
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begin with God’s household, and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who disobey the gospel of God? 18 And if a 
righteous person is saved with difficulty, what will become of the 
ungodly and the sinner? 19 So those who suffer according to God’s 
will should, while doing what is good, entrust themselves to a 
faithful Creator. 

Notice the word “surprised” in verse 12. Why do you think Peter 
encouraged his readers not to be surprised by the suffering they faced?

FIRST THOUGHTS
Ahmet grew up in a family that had no Christians. He left his 
homeland to study in a university in the United States, and there 
he encountered Christians for the first time. They were patient with 
him and engaged him in conversation about the gospel. After he 
returned to his homeland, he continued to seek answers to life and 
to his spiritual condition, and one day he turned to Christ. Things 
were not easy for Ahmet from that point forward. Some ridiculed 
him for his faith. Others dropped their friendship with him. 
One boss fired him from his job, even though he was more than 
qualified and was doing his best. The opposition he faced caused 
him to question his decision to follow Christ. But Ahmet grew 
stronger as a Christian despite the persecution. As Ahmet read the 
Bible, he saw more evidence suffering is sometimes a part of God’s 
plan, not a punishment for doing wrong. 

Why do people sometimes assume they are outside the will of God when 
they suffer for Christ? Why do others see suffering only in terms of God’s 
abandonment of them?

Writing to churches that were beginning to feel the effects 
of persecution, Peter returned to the theme of suffering he had 

© 2016 LifeWay



83Se ssion 8 :  W hen R idic u led 

first mentioned in 1 Peter 1:6-7. He wanted the churches in Asia 
Minor to realize that suffering was not a sign they were outside 
the will of God. Rather, God could use their suffering to refine 
them and identify them with a suffering Savior. They could face 
their suffering with the confidence God was using their trials to 
purify them and prepare them for meeting Him in eternity. He also 
reminded them that those who were persecuting the churches have 
a judgment day awaiting them in the future.

UNDERSTAND THE CONTEXT
1 PETER 4:12-19

Peter addressed the subject of suffering in at least 20 verses of his 
first letter. This is an average of four verses per chapter that he 
devoted to suffering. He never referred to suffering in a general 
sense, but always to the type of suffering that resulted from 
opposition to faith in Christ. 

Peter wrote his first letter during the persecution of Christians 
in the reign of Nero (A.D. 54–68). The defining event of Nero’s 
reign was the fire of Rome, which destroyed half the city. The 
cause of the fire is uncertain, but the people of the city blamed 
the emperor. In order to shift the blame from himself, Nero 
blamed the Christians. The Roman historian Tacitus reported 
that Christians were thrown to dogs; others were crucified and 
burned. Whether this vicious persecution had yet extended to the 
Roman provinces where Peter’s first epistle was sent is unknown. 
Certainly those believers knew about it. Whatever suffering they 
were experiencing, their faith was bolstered by Peter’s counsel to 
them about finding joy and honoring God whenever they suffered 
unjustly for Christ’s name.

EXPLORE THE TEXT
EXPECT RIDICULE (1 PET . 4:12-14)

VERSE 12
12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised when the fiery ordeal comes among 
you to test you as if something unusual were happening to you. 
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Peter addressed his readers as dear friends. After his reminder that 
the end of all things was near (1 Pet. 4:7), he brought his readers 
back to the present. Focusing on the future may have helped those 
who were suffering, but they also needed strength in the present 
for the opposition that they were enduring.

For the second time in this chapter, Peter used the word 
surprised (see v. 4). The previous time he spoke of the pagans’ 
surprise that Christians did not delve into the same behavior they 
did. But this time Peter encouraged Christians not to be surprised 
when they faced opposition for their faith. Suffering did not indicate 
they were outside the will of God or that God had abandoned them. 
By referring to their suffering as a fiery ordeal and a test, Peter was 
explaining how God used suffering to refine believers, such as in 
Psalm 66:10; Zechariah 13:9; and Malachi 3:1-4. 

VERSE 13
13 Instead, rejoice as you share in the sufferings of the Messiah, so 
that you may also rejoice with great joy at the revelation of His glory. 

Instead of being shocked at the experience of suffering, Christians 
should rejoice when suffering for Christ. This echoes the teaching 
of Jesus in Matthew 5:12, when He told His followers to be glad 
and rejoice. Though this is not the normal reaction to suffering, it is 
possible because the person who suffers is sharing in the sufferings 
of Jesus. (See also Rom. 8:17; 2 Cor. 1:5-7; Phil. 3:10.) 

Christians who face suffering for Christ with joy not only have 
evidence they are following the Savior, but they also have assurance 
that they will have great joy at the return of Jesus Christ. When 
Christ appears at the end, He will bring judgment on those who 
do not believe and fulfill the promise of heaven to those who do. 
Heaven is a place where all tears, death, grief, crying, and pain are 
in the past (Rev. 21:4). All suffering on this earth is temporary.  

How does a person’s suffering help him or her share in Christ’s suffering? 
Why does the temporary nature of suffering encourage those who are 
enduring it?
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VERSE 14
14 If you are ridiculed for the name of Christ, you are blessed, 
because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

In Matthew 5:11-12, Jesus said, “You are blessed when they insult 
and persecute you and falsely say every kind of evil against you 
because of Me. Be glad and rejoice, because your reward is great 
in heaven. For that is how they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.” When people spoke against His followers, He promised 
they would receive a reward for their faithfulness to Him. This 
was also the message of verse 13. Peter also reminded his readers 
they had a present reward as well—the presence of the Holy Spirit 
in their lives. No matter how difficult the persecution seemed to 
Christians, they had both the promise of heaven in the future and 
the presence of the Holy Spirit in the present.

How does the presence of the Holy Spirit help those enduring insults 
and ridicule?

REPRESENT JESUS WELL (1 PET . 4:15-16)

VERSE 15
15 None of you, however, should suffer as a murderer, a thief, an 
evildoer, or a meddler. 

Peter did not want his readers to think those who suffered as a 
result of their own poor choices would receive the same promises 
mentioned in verses 13-14. Though Christians had done nothing to 
bring persecution upon themselves, some people suffered because 
of their own actions and decisions. 

KEY DOCTRINE:  God the Holy Spirit

The Spirit’s presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will bring the 
believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ.
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The murderer and the thief were both in clear violation of both 
moral law and God’s law (Ex. 20:13,15). Nobody would question 
that those who suffered because they committed these crimes 
deserved their punishment. 

The word evildoer comes from a Greek word literally meaning 
to do bad things. Peter used the word twice prior to this passage 
(2:12,14). In neither case did it refer to one engaged in criminal 
actions but rather stood in contrast to those who do the right 
things. Those who suffered for doing evil had no promise that their 
suffering would identify them with Christ. 

The meddler was a term possibly coined by Peter, since it appears 
nowhere else in the New Testament or other Greek literature prior 
to this. If believers involved themselves in other peoples’ affairs 
with an intention to make trouble, they would have deserved the 
insults people hurled against them. Peter wanted the church to 
know that those who suffered for their own lapses in morality were 
not blessed but were receiving the outcome of their moral lapses.

How do you counsel people who protest as unfair the suffering that 
results from their own moral lapses? 

BIBLE SKILL:  Create a compare/contrast chart to study a passage.

Create a comparison chart. On one side, identify words and phrases 
that describe behaviors that might lead a Christian to suffer harm for 
righteousness’ sake. On the other side, note words and phrases that describe 
behaviors that might lead someone to suffer deservedly so. Use the chart to 
study 1 Peter 4:12-19. Include additional insights from 2:18-20 and 3:8-17.

FOR RIGHTEOUSNESS’ SAKE BECAUSE OF WRONGDOING
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VERSE 16
16 But if anyone suffers as a “Christian,” he should not be ashamed 
but should glorify God in having that name. 

Peter again shifted the discussion in favor of those who suffered 
as a result of their commitment to Christ. The name Christian 
was not the most common designation of those who followed 
Jesus. At first they were called disciples, believers, and those 
who belonged to the Way (Acts 1:15; 2:44; 6:1; 9:1-2). The name 
Christian did not appear until Acts 11:26, and even then it was not 
given to them as a badge of honor but as a term of derision from 
those outside the faith. The term was not meant as a criticism. 
The original implication of the term was “follower of the Christ.” 
(This is parallel to “Herodian” as a “follower of the Herods” in 
Mark 3:6.) But that which was meant for ridicule became an 
encouragement to those who believed in Jesus. They wanted to 
follow Him and be like Him, and the term of derision proved that 
they were being effective in both. 

Anyone who suffers as a “Christian” has no reason to be 
ashamed. Peter certainly understood shame caused by one’s 
own actions. He had denied Jesus three times the night of His 
arrest (Mark 14:66-72). Luke included a choice bit of information 
about that event—Jesus turned and made eye contact with Peter 
immediately after the denial (Luke 22:61). This was the moment 
that Peter experienced shame. By enduring suffering with joy, 
believers who suffer unjustly do not have to experience the same 
shame as Peter did. 

When Christians suffer because of their faith in Jesus, they 
wear His name well. Many global Christians today suffer for Him. 
The suffering they face goes beyond being ridiculed or socially 
shunned. Their suffering is acute and life threatening. By displaying 
the attitude of Christ in their suffering, they are privileged to wear 
His name as a testimony to those who do not believe in Him.

How do people try to shame believers into hiding their faith or rejecting 
their faith in practice? What is the relationship between living unashamed 
and remaining faithful to Christ?
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FOCUS ON THE CREATOR (1 PET . 4:17-19)

VERSE 17
17 For the time has come for judgment to begin with God’s 
household, and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for 
those who disobey the gospel of God? 

Verses 17-19 hearken back to verse 12. Peter had begun the 
discussion by explaining that believers should not be surprised by 
suffering because it was testing their faith. He explained that this 
must be suffering for Jesus rather than for poor moral decisions 
(vv. 14-15). Now he returned to show the positive effect of suffering 
in purifying the people of God. The purpose of suffering in the 
church was to differentiate those who genuinely believed in Jesus 
and stood firm from those who falsely professed faith in Him and 
fell away. 

When we think of judgment, we often think it refers only 
to condemnation. But the term Peter used for judgment meant 
“evaluation,” resulting in either approval or disapproval. The idea 
of judgment coming first to the people of God was common in the 
Old Testament. (See Ezek. 9:6; Zech. 13:7-9; Mal. 3:1-5.) If God was 
already allowing His children to suffer, Peter argued that those 
outside the faith could be sure that they would face judgment as 
well. Though the outcome for believers would be good at the return 
of Christ, the outcome for those who did not obey the gospel would 
be unspeakable.  

How would you define the difference in the purpose of judgment for 
believers and unbelievers? Why would this be important to remember 
for believers?  

VERSE 18
18 And if a righteous person is saved with difficulty, what will 
become of the ungodly and the sinner? 

To reinforce his statement in verse 17, Peter turned to the Old 
Testament as confirmation. He referenced Proverbs 11:31: “If the 
righteous will be repaid on earth, how much more the wicked 
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and sinful.” What did Peter mean when he wrote that the righteous 
are saved with difficulty? The difficulty here likely refers to the 
persecution they suffer. The term Peter used does not mean that 
the righteous just barely receive salvation; rather, there is no such 
thing as easy salvation. 

If God allows suffering for His children, then imagine the wrath 
of God that will be poured out on those who have rejected His Son. 
Sadly, many will suffer for eternity because they did not receive 
the salvation God offered. Their plight is found in Revelation 
20:11-15, where they are thrown into the lake of fire to experience 
eternal suffering. 

VERSE 19
19 So those who suffer according to God’s will should, while doing 
what is good, entrust themselves to a faithful Creator. 

Peter brought an end to this section on Christian suffering with 
an exhortation. Those who have shared in Christ’s sufferings 
(1 Pet. 4:13), who have been ridiculed for the sake of Christ (v. 14), 
and who have suffered as Christians (vv. 15-16) should recognize 
the hand of the Father in their suffering (v. 17). They should 
respond in two ways to their suffering. First, they should commit 
themselves to doing what is good. If we do not respond properly 
to suffering, we may end up doing what is evil rather than what 
is good. We want to avoid making poor choices in an effort to 
relieve suffering. 

Second, those who are suffering should entrust themselves to a 
faithful Creator. This is what Jesus did, according to 1 Peter 2:23—
“When He was reviled, He did not revile in return; when He was 
suffering, He did not threaten but entrusted Himself to the One 
who judges justly.” If God is our faithful Creator, then certainly we 
can count upon Him to care and provide for us even when things 
are difficult in our lives.

Why do you think Peter emphasized God as Creator in verse 19? How 
does God’s relationship to us as the Creator help us to trust Him more?
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IN MY CONTEXT
We can trust the Holy Spirit to provide strength if we face 
persecution as believers. Believers can faithfully represent God by 
carrying His name regardless of our circumstances. Believers can 
face opposition, ridicule, and even persecution with confidence, 
knowing God will use our tested faith for His kingdom purposes. 

When you face ridicule as a believer, how do you usually respond? 
What truth in this passage might help you the most in responding 
to that ridicule? Pray that the Holy Spirit will remind you of the truth 
you identified. 

Share with the Bible study group how they can help you carry Jesus’ 
name well. What can be done as a group to help each other more 
consistently stand for Christ? 

How is God testing and refining your faith? What has He taught you 
about Himself in the process?  Share your responses with another believer 
to encourage him or her. 

MEMORY VERSE
I have told you these things so that in Me you may have peace. You 
will have suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered 
the world. —John 16:33
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