Farst Sunday afier Chvistimas
December 31, 2023
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FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS  December 31, 2023
PRESERVICE MUSIC “What Child is This?” (arr. Hildebrandt) & “Christmas Medley” (arr. Hughes)

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you

367 ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY
1 Angels from the realms of glory,
Wing your flight o’er all the earth;
Ye who sang creation’s story,
Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain

Refrain Come and worship, come and worship;
Worship Christ, the newborn King.

2 Shepherds in the field abiding,
Watching o’er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing,
Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain

3 Sages, leave your contemplations,
Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great Desire of nations,
Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain

4  Saints before the altar bending,
Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending,
In His temple shall appear. Refrain

A5  All creation, join in praising

God the Father, Spirit, Son,
Evermore your voices raising

To the_eternal Three in One. Refrain
Text (sts. 1, ref, 2—4): James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Text: Public domain

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. John 1:14

INVOCATION
(P} In the name of the Father and of the *- Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

(P} Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.



Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

(P} Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins.
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

INTROIT Psalm 98:1—-4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
The LoORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.
The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY

(P} The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

(P) Letuspray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your
Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made
Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:10—62:3
10 will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the garments of
salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest
with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 11For as the earth brings forth its
sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord Gob will cause righteousness
and praise to sprout up before all the nations. For Zion’s sake | will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s
sake | will not be quiet, until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning
torch. 2The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a
new name that the mouth of the LORD will give. 3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



EPISTLE Galatians 4:4-7
4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem
those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. °And because you are sons, God
has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abbal Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son,
and if a son, then an heir through God.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22-40
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

22\When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus]
up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 2*and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the
Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 22Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was
upon him. 28And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ. 27’And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus,
to do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said,
2%“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, according to your word; 3°for my eyes have seen
your salvation Sithat you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Israel.” 33And his father and his mother
marveled at what was said about him. 3*And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this
child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will
pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 36And there was a
prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived
with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, ¥7and then as a widow until she was eighty-four.
She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that
very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for the redemption of
Jerusalem. 3And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned into
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. “°And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the
favor of God was upon him.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE

389 LET ALL TOGETHER PRAISE OUR GOD
1 Let all together praise our God
Before His glorious throne;
Today He opens heav’n again
To give us His own Son,
To give us His own Son.

2 He leaves His heav’nly Father’s throne,
Is born an infant small,
And in a manger, poor and lone,
Lies in a humble stall,
Lies in a humble stall.



3 Within an earthborn form He hides
His all-creating light;
To serve us all He humbly cloaks
The splendor of His might,
The splendor of His might.

4  He undertakes a great exchange,
Puts on our human frame,
And in return gives us His realm,
His glory, and His name,
His glory, and His name.

5 Heisaservant, | alord:
How great a mystery!
How strong the tender Christ Child’s love!
No truer friend than He,
No truer friend than He.

6 He is the key and He the door
To blesséd paradise;
The angel bars the way no more.
To God our praises rise,
To God our praises rise.

/A7  Your grace in lowliness revealed,

Lord Jesus, we adore

And praise to God the Father yield
And Spirit evermore;
We praise You evermore.

Text: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480-1561; (sts. 1, 3—-7): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913-2001; (st. 2): tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.

Text (sts. 1, 3—7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575
Text (st. 2): Public domain

SERMON  “This kid will be nothing but Trouble”  Luke 2:22-40
NICENE CREED (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
After each petition, please respond with the following:
(P} Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.
At the end of the prayer:
Amen.

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

RERF
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(P) Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

(P) Itis truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word
made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the person of Your
Son, we may know and love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and
saying:

SANCTUS LSB 161
Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might:

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.

Hosanna. Hosanna.

Hosannain the highest.

Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosannain the highest.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
LORD’S PRAYER

PAX DOMINI LSB 163
(P) The peace of the Lord be with you always.

Amen.

AGNUS DEI LSB 163

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace.

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS +

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin.

352 LET THE EARTH NOW PRAISE THE LORD
1 Letthe earth now praise the Lord,

Who has truly kept His word

And at last to us did send

Christ, the sinner’s help and friend.

2 What the fathers most desired,
What the prophets’ heart inspired,
What they longed for many_a year,
Stands fulfilled in glory here.

3 Abram’s promised great reward,
Zion’s helper, Jacob’s Lord—
Him of twofold race behold—
Truly came, as long foretold.



4  As Your coming was in peace,
Quiet, full of gentleness,
Let the same mind dwell in me
Which is Yours eternally.

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,

Freely ransomed by Your grace.
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620-59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

370 WHAT CHILD IS THIS
1 What child is this, who, laid to rest,
On Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet
While shepherds watch are keeping?
This, this is Christ the king,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary!

2 Why lies He in such mean estate

Where ox and ass are feeding?

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading.

Nails, spear shall pierce Him through,

The cross be borne for me, for you;
Hail, hail the Word made flesh,
The babe, the son of Mary!

3 So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh;
Come, peasant, king, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone Him.
Raise, raise the song on high,
The virgin sings her lullaby;
Joy, joy, for Christ is born,

The babe, the son of Mary!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98 Text: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT

(P) Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.



BENEDICTION
(P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look upon you with favor and *I- give you peace.
Amen.

390 LET US ALL WITH GLADSOME VOICE
1 Letus all with gladsome voice
Praise the God of heaven,
Who, to bid our hearts rejoice,
His own Son hath given.

2  To this vale of tears He comes,
Here to serve in sadness,
That with Him in heav’n’s fair homes
We may reign in gladness.

3 We are rich, for He was poor;
Is not this a wonder?
Therefore praise God evermore
Here on earth and yonder.

4  Christ, our Lord and Savior dear,
Be Thou ever near us.
Grant us now a glad new year.

Amen, Jesus, hear us.
Text: German, 17th cent.; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

POSTLUDE “Now Sing We Now Rejoice” (arr. Zachau)
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