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THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT     December 17, 2023 7:30 am 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC   “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry” (arr. Kosche) &  

                                                   “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People” (arr. Manz) 
 

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the 
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you 

 

344 ON JORDAN’S BANK THE BAPTIST’S CRY 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 

2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 
Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 
Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 
And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Charles Coffin, 1676–1749; tr. composite 
Text: Public domain 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.   John 1:14 

 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 



God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; 
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison 
to those who are bound; 2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all who mourn; 3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be 
called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 4They shall build up the ancient 
ruins; they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many 
generations. . . . 8For I the LORD love justice; I hate robbery and wrong; I will faithfully give them their 
recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 9Their offspring shall be known among the 
nations, and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge them, that 
they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a 
bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the 
Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the nations. 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ 
Jesus for you. 19Do not quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold fast what is 
good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 
may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who 
calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6–8, 19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness, to bear witness about the 
light, that all might believe through him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 
19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are 
you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What 
then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22So they said to 
him, “Who are you? We need to give an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He 
said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet 
Isaiah said.” 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but 
among you stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not 
worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH - 345 HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING 
Stanza four reminds us that we not only celebrate the first advent of the incarnate Son of God in a manger in 
Bethlehem, but we also look forward to the Lord’s second coming in glory at the end of the world. The end of 
all things and of judgment fills the world with fear but believers can lift up their heads in anticipation for our 
redemption is near.  
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! 

    “Christ is near,” we hear it say. 
“Cast away the works of darkness, 
    All you children of the day!” 

 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, 
    Let the earthbound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, 
    Shines upon the morning skies. 

 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, 
    Comes with pardon down from heav’n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, 
    One and all, to be forgiv’n; 

 

4 So, when next He comes in glory 
    And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy 
    And with words of love draw near. 

 

D 5 Honor, glory, might, dominion 
    To the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit 
    While eternal ages run! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON     “When the Seed Sprouts”     Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

 

NICENE CREED     (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens) 

 



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P Lord, in your mercy 

C hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C    Amen. 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
   

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 



+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement 
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin. 

 

346 WHEN ALL THE WORLD WAS CURSED 
1 When all the world was cursed 

    By Moses’ condemnation, 
Saint John the Baptist came 
    With words of consolation. 
With true forerunner’s zeal 
    The greater One he named, 
And Him, as yet unknown, 
    As Savior he proclaimed. 

 

2 Before he yet was born, 
    He leaped in joyful meeting, 
Confessing Him as Lord 
    Whose mother he was greeting. 
By Jordan’s rolling stream, 
    A new Elijah bold, 
He testified of Him 
    Of whom the prophets told: 

 

3 Behold the Lamb of God 
    That bears the world’s transgression, 
Whose sacrifice removes 
    The devil’s dread oppression. 
Behold the Lamb of God, 
    Who takes away our sin, 
Who for our peace and joy 
    Will full atonement win. 

 

4 O grant, dear Lord of love, 
    That we receive, rejoicing, 
The word proclaimed by John, 
    Our true repentance voicing, 
That gladly we may walk 
    Upon our Savior’s way 
Until we live with Him 
    In His eternal day. 

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635–1711; tr. Paul E. Kretzmann, 1883–1965, alt. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

 

349 HARK THE GLAD SOUND 
1 Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

    The Savior promised long; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare a throne 
    And ev’ry voice a song. 

 

2 He comes the pris’ners to release, 
    In Satan’s bondage held. 
The gates of brass before Him burst, 
    The iron fetters yield. 



3 He comes the broken heart to bind, 
    The bleeding soul to cure, 
And with the treasures of His grace 
    To enrich the humble poor. 

4 Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
    Thy welcome shall proclaim, 
And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
    With Thy belovèd name. 

Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–51 
Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

921 ON WHAT HAS NOW BEEN SOWN 
1 On what has now been sown Thy blessing, Lord, bestow; 

The pow’r is Thine alone To make it sprout and grow. 
Do Thou in grace the harvest raise, 
And Thou alone shalt have the praise! 

 

2 To Thee our wants are known, From Thee are all our pow’rs; 
Accept what is Thine own And pardon what is ours. 
Our praises, Lord, and prayers receive, 
And to Thy Word a blessing give. 

 

3 O grant that each of us, Now met before Thee here, 
May meet together thus When Thou and Thine appear 
And follow Thee to heav’n, our home. 
E’en so, amen, Lord Jesus, come! 

Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE   “Joy to the World” (arr. Gehrke) 
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