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EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / DIVINE SERVICE THREE October 1, 2023 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  “Renew Me, O Eternal Light” & “Jesus, Lead Thou On” (arr. Manz) & “Christ Our 

Human Likeness Sharing” (arr. Pelz) 
 

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the 
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you 

 

973 THY WORD IS A LAMP 
REFRAIN 
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.  
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path. 
 

When I feel afraid, think I’ve lost my way 
Still You’re there right beside me 
Nothing will I fear as long You are near 
Please be near me to the end.  REFRAIN 
 

I will not forget Your love for me and yet 
My heart forever is wandering  
Jesus be my guide and hold me to Your side 
I will love You to the end.  REFRAIN 
 

ENDING  You’re the light unto my path.   
     @1984 Meadowgreen Music Company/Word Music, Inc. (Admin. by EMI Christian Music Publishing) CCLI 01331150  Grant/Smith 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
For those who love God all things work together for good.   Romans 8:28 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God our Father, 

beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have ever 
offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry 
for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake 
of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, 
announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 



INTROIT Psalm 147:1–5; antiphon: v. 6 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 
 for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; 
 he gathers the outcasts of Israel. 
He heals the brokenhearted 
 and binds up their wounds. 
He determines the number of the stars; 
 he gives to all of them their names. 
Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
 his understanding is beyond measure. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The LORD lifts up the humble; 
 he casts the wicked to the ground. 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH - 655 LORD, KEEP US STEADFAST IN YOUR WORD 
The text of this hymn, written by Martin Luther, begins with a plea to God the Father to protect the Church 
from spiritual and physical attacks. The devil is a liar, and he attacks and constantly desires to tear apart the 
Church in both obvious and devious ways. Praise be to God who protects and keeps us through His Word.  
1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 

Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.   

P Let us pray.  Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor and authority. Enlighten our 
minds by Your Holy Spirit that, confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through the same 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of 
Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the 



Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all souls are mine; the soul of the 
father as well as the soul of the son is mine: the soul who sins shall die. . . . 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the 
Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 26When 
a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice 
that he has done he shall die. 27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 
committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because he considered and turned away 
from all the transgressions that he had committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of 
Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not just? Is it not your ways that 
are not just? 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one according to his ways, declares the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, 
O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection 
and sympathy, 2complete my joy by being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 
one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than yourselves. 
4Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 14Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the 
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16holding fast to the 
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am 
to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all. 
18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

DUET 10 am   “The Commission” (Cain, arr. Tincher)    

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:23–27 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was 
teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus 
answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what 
authority I do these things. 25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And 
they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you 
not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 
prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what 
authority I do these things.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 



847 CHRIST, OUR HUMAN LIKENESS SHARING 
1 Christ, our human likeness sharing, 

    Heaven’s love on earth portrayed; 
Christ the Shepherd, tending, caring, 
    In His death our ransom paid: 
Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 
    Be Your life in us displayed. 

 

2 Hear the word that Christ has spoken, 
    Help the weak, the hungry feed; 
See the pow’rs of darkness broken, 
    Sinners pardoned, captives freed: 
Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 
    Help us meet our neighbor’s need. 

 

3 Christ, in ev’ry congregation 
    Build Your temple, stone by stone, 
With Your word as firm foundation 
    For a faith matured and grown: 
Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 
    Make in us Your Gospel known. 

 

4 Come, O living Christ, renew us, 
    As of old in wind and flame; 
With the Spirit’s pow’r endue us, 
    Servants of Your saving name: 
Christ the Savior, Christ the Servant, 
    Christ whose kingdom we proclaim. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926 
Text: © 2003 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110005575 

  

SERMON    "I've Got Something For You To Do"     Matthew 21:23-32 

 

CREED     Early Service – Nicene Creed   Late Service –Apostles’ Creed     

                  (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C    Amen. 

 
Late service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE  
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 



P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, out of love for His fallen 
creation, humbled Himself by taking on the form of a servant, becoming obedient unto death, even death 
upon a cross. Risen from the dead, He has freed us from eternal death and given us life everlasting. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your 
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 195 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth; 

heav’n and earth are full of Thy glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER LSB 196 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD LSB 197 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 197 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 198 
C O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 
O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the world, grant us Thy peace. Amen. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement 
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin. 

 

704 RENEW ME, O ETERNAL LIGHT 
1 Renew me, O eternal Light, 

And let my heart and soul be bright, 
Illumined with the light of grace 
That issues from Your holy face. 

 

2 Remove the pow’r of sin from me 
And cleanse all my impurity 
That I may have the strength and will 
Temptations of the flesh to still. 

 

3 Create in me a new heart, Lord, 
That gladly I obey Your Word. 
Let what You will be my desire, 
And with new life my soul inspire. 

 



4 Grant that I only You may love 
And seek those things which are above 
Till I behold You face to face, 
O Light eternal, through Your grace. 

Text: Johann Friedrich Ruopp, 1672–1708; tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

809 GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS 
1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 

    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 

Refrain Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 
           Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
        All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
           Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 
    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866–1960 
Text: Public domain 

 

THANKSGIVING 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS  
P Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

  



549 ALL HAIL THE POWER OF JESUS’ NAME sts. 1–4, 6–7 
1 All hail the pow’r of Jesus’ name! 

    Let angels prostrate fall; 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Bring forth the royal diadem 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

2 Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God, 
    Who from His altar call; 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Extol the stem of Jesse’s rod 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

3 Ye seed of Israel’s chosen race, 
    Ye ransomed from the fall, 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Hail Him who saves you by His grace 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 
    On this terrestrial ball 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
To Him all majesty ascribe 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 
    We at His feet may fall! 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 
We’ll join the everlasting song 
    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Text (sts. 1–4): Edward Perronet, 1726–92, alt.; (sts. 6–7): A Selection of Hymns, 1787, London, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE   “Toccata in E Minor” (Pachebel) 
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