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SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST / DIVINE SERVICE ONE  
September 24, 2023 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  “Air from Water Music” (Handel) & “Andante” (Telemann)  
 

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the 
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you 

 

HYMN OF THE MONTH - 819 SING PRAISE TO GOD, THE HIGHEST GOOD sts. 1, 3, 5 
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, 

    The author of creation, 
The God of love who understood 
    Our need for His salvation. 
With healing balm our souls He fills 
And ev’ry faithless murmur stills: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 

3 We sought the Lord in our distress; 
    O God, in mercy hear us. 
Our Savior saw our helplessness 
    And came with peace to cheer us. 
For this we thank and praise the Lord, 
Who is by one and all adored: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 

5 All who confess Christ’s holy name, 
    Give God the praise and glory. 
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim 
    Aloud the wondrous story. 
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, 
For God is God, and He alone: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1640–90; tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, adapt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.   Palm 139:14 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.) 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against 
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 



not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 
deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 
on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your 
ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. 
As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT Psalm 116:12–13, 15–16; antiphon: v. 17 
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
What shall I render to the LORD 
 for all his benefits to me? 
I will lift up the cup of salvation 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
Precious in the sight of the LORD 
 is the death of his saints. 
O LORD, I am your servant; 
 I am your servant, the son of your maidservant. You have loosed my bonds. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving 
 and call on the name of the LORD. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray.  Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have 
done, help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 55:6–9 
6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let the wicked forsake his way, and 
the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on him, and to 
our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my 
ways, declares the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your 
ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13so 
that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for 
Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear. . . . 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 



Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at 
all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for 
me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and be 
with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account. 25Convinced 
of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me 
you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 27Only let your 
manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear 
of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 
28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your 
salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only 
believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that 
I still have. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

ANTHEM   “Come to the Water” (Foley, arr. Schrader)   Sung by the Choir 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 20:1–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire 
laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 
3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You 
go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the sixth 
hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others standing. 
And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 
He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to 
his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when 
those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when those hired first 
came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it 
they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of 
them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to 
you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I choose with 
what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE & BIBLE BLESSING 
 

555 SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME sts. 1–3, 9–10 
1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 
Good works cannot avert our doom, 
    They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 
Who did for all the world atone; 
    He is our one Redeemer. 



2 What God did in His Law demand 
    And none to Him could render 
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 
    For man, the vile offender. 
Our flesh has not those pure desires 
The spirit of the Law requires, 
    And lost is our condition. 

 

3 It was a false, misleading dream 
    That God His Law had given 
That sinners could themselves redeem 
    And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright 
To bring the inbred sin to light 
    That lurks within our nature. 

 

9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 
For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D 10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 
    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON     “A higher way of things”     Isaiah 55:6-9 

 

CREED     Early Service – Apostles’ Creed    Late Service – Nicene Creed 

                  (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P Let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C    Amen. 
 

Early service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 
 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

  



PREFACE LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 
praising You and saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 161 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. 
Hosanna. Hosanna. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

PAX DOMINI LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 163 
C Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement 
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin. 

 

ANTHEM   “Lord, Jesus Christ, Life-Giving Bread” (Timothy Shaw)   Sung by the Choir 
 

637 DRAW NEAR AND TAKE THE BODY OF THE LORD 
1 Draw near and take the body of the Lord, 

And drink the holy blood for you outpoured; 
Offered was He for greatest and for least, 
Himself the victim and Himself the priest. 

 

2 He who His saints in this world rules and shields, 
To all believers life eternal yields; 
With heav’nly bread He makes the hungry whole, 
Gives living waters to the thirsting soul. 



3 Come forward then with faithful hearts sincere, 
And take the pledges of salvation here. 
O Lord, our hearts with grateful thanks endow 
As in this feast of love You bless us now. 

Text: Latin, 7th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

720 WE WALK BY FAITH AND NOT BY SIGHT 
1 We walk by faith and not by sight, No gracious words we hear 

From Him who spoke as none e’er spoke, But we believe Him near. 
 

2 We may not touch His hands and side, Nor follow where He trod; 
But in His promise we rejoice And cry “My Lord and God!” 

 

3 Help then, O Lord, our unbelief; And may our faith abound 
To call on You when You are near And seek where You are found. 

 

4 For You, O resurrected Lord, Are found in means divine: 
Beneath the water and the Word, Beneath the bread and wine. 

 

5 Lord, when our life of faith is done, In realms of clearer light 
We may behold You as You are, With full and endless sight. 

Text: Henry Alford, 1810–71, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS 
1 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 

Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

 

2 Alleluia! Not as orphans Are we left in sorrow now; 
Alleluia! He is near us; Faith believes, nor questions how. 
Though the cloud from sight received Him When the forty days were o’er, 
Shall our hearts forget His promise: “I am with you evermore”? 

 

3 Alleluia! Bread of heaven, Here on earth our food, our stay; 
Alleluia! Here the sinful Flee to You from day to day. 
Intercessor, Friend of sinners, Earth’s Redeemer, hear our plea 
Where the songs of all the sinless Sweep across the crystal sea. 

 

4 Alleluia! King eternal, Lord omnipotent we own; 
Alleluia! Born of Mary, Earth Your footstool, heav’n Your throne. 
As within the veil You entered, Robed in flesh, our great High Priest, 
Here on earth both priest and victim In the eucharistic feast. 

 

5 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; His the scepter, His the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation Has redeemed us by His blood.” 

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

  



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

924 LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 
1 Lord, dismiss us with Your blessing, 

    Fill our hearts with joy and peace; 
Let us each, Your love possessing, 
    Triumph in redeeming grace. 
O refresh us; O refresh us, 
Trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 

2 Thanks we give and adoration 
    For Your Gospel’s joyful sound. 
May the fruits of Your salvation 
    In our hearts and lives abound. 
Ever faithful, ever faithful 
To Your truth may we be found. 

 

3 Savior, when Your love shall call us 
    From our struggling pilgrim way, 
Let not fear of death appall us, 
    Glad Your summons to obey. 
May we ever, may we ever 
Reign with You in endless day. 

Text (sts. 1–2): attr. John Fawcett, 1740–1817, alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE  “Trumpet March” (Clarke) & “Trumpet Tune” (Stanley) 
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