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SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST     September 17, 2023 
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  "Aria (Bist du bei mir)" J.S. Bach; "Concerto in D minor" Vivaldi; "Canon in D"  

                                                Pachelbel arr. Holstein    
 

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the 
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you 

 

10,000 REASONS (BLESS THE LORD) 
REFRAIN 
Bless the Lord oh my soul, oh my soul, 
Worship His holy name, Sing like never before,  
Oh my soul, I worship Your holy name. 
 

The sun comes up it’s a new day dawning 
Its time to sing Your song again 
Whatever may pass or whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes.  REFRAIN 
 

You’re rich in love and you’re slow to anger 
Your name is great and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
10,000 reasons for my heart to find.  REFRAIN 
 

And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing your praise unending 
10,000 years and then forevermore.  REFRAIN 2X 
 

ENDING 
Sing like never before, oh my soul, 
I worship Your holy name. 
Yes, I will worship Your holy name.   
Lord, I worship Your holy name. 
     @2011 Thankyou Music CCLI 01331150 Matt Redman 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made.   Psalm 139:14 
 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 



God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
 I have fled to you for refuge! 
Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 
 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 
Enter not into judgment with your servant, 
 for no one living is righteous before you. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 
 I have fled to you for refuge! 
 

HYMN OF THE MONTH - 819 SING PRAISE TO GOD, THE HIGHEST GOOD sts. 1, 4–5 

Our compassionate Savior came in peace and rescued us helpless sinners by dying and rising again, 
cheering us through the Gospel of peace. For this, we unite to thank Him, confident that He will never 
forsake His sheep. He is our rock, our strong refuge and protection, and on Him we rely.  
1 Sing praise to God, the highest good, The author of creation, 

The God of love who understood Our need for His salvation. 
With healing balm our souls He fills And ev’ry faithless murmur stills: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 

4 He never shall forsake His flock, His chosen generation; 
He is their refuge and their rock, Their peace and their salvation. 
As with a mother’s tender hand, He leads His own, His chosen band: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

 

5 All who confess Christ’s holy name, Give God the praise and glory. 
Let all who know His pow’r proclaim Aloud the wondrous story. 
Cast ev’ry idol from its throne, For God is God, and He alone: 
    To God all praise and glory! 

Text: Johann Jacob Schütz, 1640–90; (sts. 1, 5): tr. Frances E. Cox, 1812–97, adapt.; (st. 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, adapt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 
Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
 



OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 50:15–21 
15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and 
pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 
this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of your brothers and their 
sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and fell down before him and said, 
“Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for 
you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept 
alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them 
and spoke kindly to them. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE Romans 14:1–12 
1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he 
may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one who 
abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for God has welcomed him. 
4Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. 
And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5One person esteems one day as better than 
another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 6The one 
who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he 
gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7For 
none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die 
to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 
lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 11for 
it is written, “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 12So 
then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As 
many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 
23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since 
he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. 26So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 
everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. 28But 
when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded 
with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he 
should pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and 
they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33And should not you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the 



jailers, until he should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not 
forgive your brother from your heart.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

606 I LAY MY SINS ON JESUS 
1 I lay my sins on Jesus, 

    The spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us 
    From the accursèd load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus 
    To wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious 
    Till not a spot remains. 

 

2 I lay my wants on Jesus; 
    All fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; 
    My soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, 
    My burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; 
    He all my sorrows shares. 

 

3 I rest my soul on Jesus, 
    This weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces; 
    I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, 
    Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes 
    His name abroad is poured. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON     “A King for Mercy's Sake”     Matthew 18:21-35 

 

CREED     Early Service – Nicene Creed   Late Service –Apostles’ Creed     

                  (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P Lord, in your mercy 

C Hear our prayer. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C    Amen. 

 
Late service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 

 



+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 
 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord.  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 

SANCTUS LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement 
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin. 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC   "Winter (from The Four Seasons)"   Vivaldi 

  



610 LORD JESUS, THINK ON ME 
1 Lord Jesus, think on me 

    And purge away my sin; 
From worldly passions set me free 
    And make me pure within. 

 

2 Lord Jesus, think on me, 
    By anxious thoughts oppressed; 
Let me Your loving servant be 
    And taste Your promised rest. 

 

3 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Amid the battle’s strife; 
In all my pain and misery, 
    O be my health and life! 

 

4 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    Nor let me go astray; 
Through darkness and perplexity 
    Point out Your chosen way. 

 

5 Lord Jesus, think on me 
    That, when this life is past, 
I may the_eternal brightness see 
    And share Your joy at last. 

Text: Synesius of Cyrene, c. 365–c. 414; tr. Allen W. Chatfield, 1808–96, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

763 WHEN PEACE, LIKE A RIVER 
1 When peace, like a river, attendeth my way; 

    When sorrows, like sea billows, roll; 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say, 
    It is well, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

 

Refrain It is well (It is well) 
       with my soul, (with my soul), 
       It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
    Let this blest assurance control, 
That Christ hath regarded my helpless estate 
    And hath shed His own blood for my soul. Refrain 

 

3 He lives—oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
    My sin, not in part, but the whole, 
Is nailed to His cross, and I bear it no more. 
    Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

 

4 And, Lord, haste the day when our faith shall be sight, 
    The clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
The trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
    Even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828–88, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 



POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

918 GUIDE ME, O THOU GREAT REDEEMER 
1 Guide me, O Thou great Redeemer, 

    Pilgrim through this barren land. 
I am weak, but Thou art mighty; 
    Hold me with Thy pow’rful hand. 
Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 
    Feed me till I want no more; 
    Feed me till I want no more. 

 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 
    Whence the healing stream doth flow; 
Let the fiery, cloudy pillar 
    Lead me all my journey through. 
Strong deliv’rer, strong deliv’rer, 
    Be Thou still my strength and shield; 
    Be Thou still my strength and shield. 

 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
    Bid my anxious fears subside; 
Death of death and hell’s destruction, 
    Land me safe on Canaan’s side. 
Songs of praises, songs of praises 
    I will ever give to Thee; 
    I will ever give to Thee. 

Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE   “God of Grace, God of Glory” (arr. Manz) 
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