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SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER / DIVINE SERVICE FOUR     May 14, 2023 

IN A WORLD WITH MANY GODS  
 

PRESERVICE MUSIC  “To God Be the Glory” (Doane, arr. Kimball), “Holy God We Praise Thy Name”  

                                               (arr. Kimball), “Wondrous Love” (arr. Gumma)     JuBELLation Choir 
 

A Reminder: Please be respectful to our brothers and sisters who use the 
time prior to worship for quiet meditation on God's Word. - Thank you 

 

790 PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY 
1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation! 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is your health and salvation! 
    Let all who hear 
    Now to His temple draw near, 
Joining in glad adoration! 

 

2 Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things is wondrously reigning 
And, as on wings of an eagle, uplifting, sustaining. 
    Have you not seen 
    All that is needful has been 
Sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 

3 Praise to the Lord, who has fearfully, wondrously, made you, 
Health has bestowed and, when heedlessly falling, has stayed you. 
    What need or grief 
    Ever has failed of relief? 
Wings of His mercy did shade you. 

 

4 Praise to the Lord, who will prosper your work and defend you; 
Surely His goodness and mercy shall daily attend you. 
    Ponder anew 
    What the Almighty can do 
As with His love He befriends you. 

 

5 Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 
All that has life and breath, come now with praises before Him! 
    Let the Amen 
    Sound from His people again; 
Gladly forever adore Him! 

Text: Joachim Neander, 1650–80; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

MEMORY VERSE OF THE MONTH 
Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.   Romans 10:17 

 

INVOCATION 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 



P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer and praise, and receive the body and 
blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness and 
confess before God and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 
free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of 
God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, 
a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be Your children and gathered us into 
Your one, holy Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through 
Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

INTROIT Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: v. 105 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
Forever, O LORD, your word is firmly fixed in the heavens. 
Your faithfulness endures to all generations;  
you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 
By your appointment they stand this day, for all things are your servants. 
If your law had not been my delight, I would have perished in my affliction. 
I will never forget your precepts, for by them you have given me life. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 
 

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those 
things that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

FIRST READING Acts 17:16–31 
16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city was full 
of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace 
every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers also 
conversed with him. And some said, “What does this babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a 
preacher of foreign divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they took hold of 
him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new teaching is that you are 
presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things 
mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time in nothing except 
telling or hearing something new.  22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 
perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the objects of your 
worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and 
earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one man 



every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and the 
boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way 
toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for “‘In him we live and move and 
have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 29Being then 
God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by 
the art and imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 
man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Peter 3:13–22 
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if you should suffer for 
righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard 
Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for 
the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you 
are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer 
for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the 
righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in 
the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they formerly did not obey, 
when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not 
as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
having been subjected to him. 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

HOLY GOSPEL John 14:15–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because 
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you. 18“I will not leave 
you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in 
you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves me will be 
loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

842 SON OF GOD, ETERNAL SAVIOR 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

 



2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 
Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 

 

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace; 
Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

 

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 
Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race: 
By Your praying, by Your willing That Your people should be one, 
Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: Here on earth Your will be done. 

Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

SERMON     “In a world with many gods”     Acts 17:16-31 

 

CREED     Early Service – Apostles’ Creed    Late Service – Nicene Creed    

                  (Creed can be found in the back of the hymnal and on the screens) 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
After each petition, please respond with the following: 

P Let us pray to the Lord, 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 At the end of the prayer: 

C    Amen. 

 
Early service please continue with the Lord’s Prayer & Benediction 

 

+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT + 

PREFACE LSB 208 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless blessings You so freely bestow on us and all 
creation. Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-
begotten Son, Jesus Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him into death that we might not 
die eternally. Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all eternity, all who believe 
in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels and archangels 
and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and 
saying: 

 



SANCTUS LSB 208 
C Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Sabaoth adored; 

Heav’n and earth with full acclaim shout the glory of Your name. 
Sing hosanna in the highest, sing hosanna to the Lord; 
Truly blest is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD 
 

PAX DOMINI 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

AGNUS DEI LSB 210 
C 1  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 

    O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, Have mercy on us, Lord, we pray. 
  

2  O Jesus Christ, true Lamb of God, You take the sin of the world away; 
    Have mercy on us, Jesus Christ, And grant us peace, O Lord, we pray. 

Text: Stephen P. Starke 
 

+ DISTRIBUTION HYMNS + 

For guests and visitors, we invite you to please read our statement 
regarding the Lord’s Supper on the inside cover of your bulletin. 

 

725 CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 
Nestling bird nor star in heaven 
Such a refuge e’er was given. 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 
In His holy courts they flourish. 
From all evil things He spares them; 
In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 
From the Lord His children sever; 
Unto them His grace He showeth, 
And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 
God His children ne’er forsaketh; 
His the loving purpose solely 
To preserve them pure and holy. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Text: Public domain 

 



633 AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING sts. 1–2, 5–8 
1 At the Lamb’s high feast we sing 

Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide 
Flowing from His piercèd side. 
    Alleluia! 

 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine 
Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His body for the feast— 
Christ the victim, Christ the priest. 
    Alleluia! 

 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, 
Hell’s fierce pow’rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, 
You have brought us life and light. 
    Alleluia! 

 

6 Now no more can death appall, 
Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, 
And Your saints in You shall rise. 
    Alleluia! 

 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! 
This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin’s pow’r, Lord, set us free, 
Newborn souls in You to be. 
    Alleluia! 

 

D 8 Father, who the crown shall give, 
Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days: 
Three in One, Your name we praise. 
    Alleluia! 

Text: Latin, c. 5th–10th cent.; tr. Robert Campbell, 1814–68, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

632 O JESUS, BLESSED LORD, TO THEE 
1 O Jesus, blessèd Lord, to Thee My heartfelt thanks forever be, 

Who hast so lovingly bestowed On me Thy body and Thy blood. 
 

2 Break forth, my soul, for joy and say: What wealth is come to me this day! 
My Savior dwells within my heart: How blessed am I! How good Thou art! 

Text: Thomas Hansen Kingo, 1634–1703; tr. Arthur J. Mason, 1851–1928 
Text: Public domain 

 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift, 

and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith toward You 
and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 



BENEDICAMUS LSB 212 
P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

816 FROM ALL THAT DWELL BELOW THE SKIES 
1 From all that dwell below the skies 

Let the Creator’s praise arise; 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let the Redeemer’s name be sung 
Through ev’ry land by ev’ry tongue. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

2 Eternal are Thy mercies, Lord; 
Eternal truth attends Thy Word. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

D 3 All praise to God the Father be, 
All praise, eternal Son, to Thee. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
Whom with the Spirit we adore 
Forever and forevermore: 
    Alleluia, alleluia! 
    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

Text (sts. 1–2): Isaac Watts, 1674–1748; (st. 3): William W. How, 1823–97 
Text: Public domain 

 

POSTLUDE 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 
Divine Service, Setting Four from Lutheran Service Book 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
 
 

Thank you, Erich Zorr, for serving as our organist this morning. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2023 

Congregation at Prayer and Devotions for the Week 

Invocation In the name of the Father, and of the Son T, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
Introit (found on front page) 
Catechism Review (found on front page) 
Meditation: Portals of Prayer, www.lhm.org/dailydevotions, Other 
 

Daily Scripture Readings 
 

Sunday:  Numbers 3:1-16, 39-48; Luke 14:25-15:10 
Monday:  Numbers 8:5-26; Luke 15:11-32 
Tuesday:  Numbers 9:1-23; Luke 16:1-18 
Wednesday: Numbers 10:11-36; Luke 16:19-31 
Thursday:  Numbers 11:1-23, 31-35; Luke 17:1-19 
Friday:  Numbers 11:24-29, 12:1-16; Luke 17:20-37 
Saturday:  Numbers 13:1-3, 17-33; Luke 18:1-17 
 

In Our Prayers This Week (as of Thursday morning) 
Herb, health issues         William, a child with leukemia  
Scott, recovery     Sally, recovery 
Jean, recovery     Pierce, an infant with leukemia   
Jack, ongoing health issues    Georgia, recovery  
Lauren’s mother, Phyllis     Margo, health issues  
Shirley, health issues     Erin, healing and strength 
Don, health issues      Blake 
Georgia, recovery     Nate, cancer   
Jim, recovery     Jim, Parkinson’s 
Tom, cancer      Steve, Guillain-Barre Syndrome   
Lauren, cancer     Lynn, recovery 
Judi and Don      Rick, cancer    
Floyd, health issues     Lisa, health issues      
Jean, health issues     Karen, recovery 
Sidney, granddaughter of Steinke’s with medical issues 
For our confirmands: Samantha, Naomi, and Emily 
For those who mourn the evil in our world, that God’s comfort and peace may point them to the hope 
of the resurrection. 
For those with hearts where evil dwells, that God’s kingdom would come and rule over their life. 

Our Savior Families: Skip & Connie, Adam & Family, Thomas & Grace, Fred 
 

Hymn of the Week “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842 
Collect (found on front page) 
Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction 


